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AGE

GROUPS

Young adults and teenagers
benefitted most from the
progress made in road
safety since 2010. The
number of young people aged
18-24 killed in traffic fell in all
countries between 2010 and
2017. Overall, the number of
road deaths in this age group
decreased by 21.5% , much
more significantly than for the
overall population (-5.7%).

Eight countries succeeded
in more than halving the
number of young people
killed in traffic. Norway
reduced road deaths in the
18-24 age group by 74%,
Lithuania by 62%, and Ireland
and Luxembourg both by 60%.
Despite this progress, the road
mortality of young people is
still higher than that of the

general population. Mortality
of 18-24 year-olds is above
the average in all countries
with the exception of Korea
and Luxembourg. The gap

is narrowing, however. The
situation has also improved
for the 15-17 age group,
where the number of fatalities
increased in only one country,
Israel. On average, the number
of 15-17 year olds Kkilled in
traffic crashes fell by 28.5%
(Figure 13).

The number of children
killed in traffic has
massively decreased in

the past thirty years but
the rate of reduction has
slowed down over the past
decade. In IRTAD countries,
the number of traffic deaths
among children aged 0-14 has
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Figure 12. Evolution in road deaths by age group, road type and road user category
compared to global average, 2010-17

-10

-15

-20

-25

-30

-35

-40

-45

Road deaths by road users do not include Argentina, Hungary, Korea and the US.

Road deaths by road type do not include Argentina, Australia, Chile, Hungary, Iceland, Israel,
Korea, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway and the US.

Road deaths by age do not include Argentina, Hungary, Korea, Netherlands and the US.

The global average excludes Argentina, Hungary, Korea and the US.

decreased by 19% on average
since 2010. More data and
further research is needed

to assess whether the road
environment is becoming safer
for children or whether other
factors are responsible, for
instance a reduced presence
of children on public roads.
The strong decrease of road
deaths among children is
largely limited to high-income
countries. The safety of
children in traffic in low- and
middle-income countries
remains a major concern, with
road crashes the number one
killer of children and young
people aged 5-29 according to
the World Health Organization.

Senior citizens are
particularly at risk in
traffic. Traffic-related deaths

among senior citizens aged

65 or above increased by 5%
between 2010 and 2017, while
overall road deaths declined by
5.7%.

This is partly due to the
increased share of seniors in
the population. A more active
lifestyle into old age and thus
longer participation of seniors
in traffic may also play a role.
Fourteen out of 29 IRTAD
countries with available data
recorded a rise in the number
of road deaths among their
citizens aged 65 or over. The
strongest increases were
recorded in Australia (39%),
the United Kingdom (27%)
and Israel (26%). In 14
countries, citizens over the
age of 75 have the highest
mortality rate in traffic of all

2. World Health Organization (2018), Global status report on road safety 2017, WHO, Geneva

Average reduction
[ By user types
[ By road types
[ By age

age groups. In Japan this
age group registered 9.4
road fatalities per 100 000
population compared to the
national average of 3.5, for
instance.

The analysis of road deaths

by age group should be
interpreted in light of
demographic change, in
particular the ageing of

the population and the
comparative shrinking share of
young people. Improved road
safety among the younger
population is not simply due
to demographic changes,
however. While their relative
share in the population is
diminishing in most countries,
their share in the total number
of road deaths has decreased
at a stronger pace.
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Figure 13. Mortality rate by age group
Road deaths per 100 000 inhabitants

2017

in a given age group,

.

Average

Belgium

Austria

Australia

75+

65-74

25-64

21-24

18-20

0-17

20

15

1 75+

| 65-74
25-64
21-24

18-20

o

65-74
25-64
21-24

18-20

| do-17

20

15

Czech Republic

Chile

Canada

@l s+
| 65-74
O 25-64
@Gl 2124
@ 320

{0-17

20

15

— >
1

65-74

25-64

21-24

18-20

75+

65-74

25-64

21-24

18-20

0-17

20

15

France

Finland

Denmark

75+

| 65-74
25-64
21-24
18-20

do-17

20

15

10

-

| 65-74
O 25-64
21-24

18-20

20

15

10

| §o-17
n

75+

65-74

25-64

21-24

18-20

0-17

20

15

10

Greece

Germany

Hungary

75+

65-74

25-64

21-24

18-20

0-17

20

15

@l 75+
| 65-74
@ 25-64
21-24

18-20

75+

65-74

25-64

21-24

18-20

0-17

20

15

10

Israel

Ireland

Iceland

ar

20
1

{

‘LAaail

20
5
10

b1

20
1

75+

65-74

25-64

21-24

18-20

0-17

75+

65-74

25-64

21-24

18-20

0-17

75+

65-74

25-64

21-24

18-20

0-17

il ROAD SAFETY ANNUAL REPORT 2019 © OECD/ITF 2019

28



Korea

Japan

Italy

@ 25-64
@224
@l 18-20

do-17

20

15

75+

65-74

25-64

21-24

18-20

0-17

20

15

10
5

[ e
|65-74
0 25-64
[ P
@ :3-20

20

15

_O-Hw
n

10

New Zealand

Luxembourg

Lithuania

| 65-74
@ 25-64
21-24

18-20

@ o-17

20

15

75+
65-74
25-64
@ 2124
18-20

d o017

20

15

10
5

| 65-74
€ 25-64
[ e
@ :8-20

20

15

_o.”—w
n

10

Portugal

Poland

Norway

20

15

75+

1 65-74
O 25-64
21-24
18-20

fo-17

20

o 75+
65-74
@ 25-64
@224
@ 1320

{0-17

20

15

10

Spain

65-74
25-64
21-24
18-20

{0-17

20

15

10

Slovenia

ﬁ 75+

| 65-74
25-64
21-24

18-20

20

15

Serbia

20

15

75+

65-74

25-64

21-24

18-20

0-17

Switzerland

United Kingdom

@l s+
| 65-74
@ 25-64
@ 2124
@ 18-20

| 0-17

20

15

10

5

75+

65-74

20

Sweden

15

10

*
25-64
21-24
18-20

{0-17
wn

75+
65-74
25-64
21-24
18-20
0-17

20

15

10

United States

20

15

75+
| 65-74
@ 25-64
21-24

18-20

0-17

10
5

29



From:

Road Safety Annual Report 2019

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/2f0e33fe-en

Please cite this chapter as:

International Transport Forum (2019), “Age Groups”, in Road Safety Annual Report 2019, OECD Publishing,
Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/52953aa6-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document, as well as any data and map included herein, are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any
territory, to the delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area. Extracts from
publications may be subject to additional disclaimers, which are set out in the complete version of the publication, available at
the link provided.

The use of this work, whether digital or print, is governed by the Terms and Conditions to be found at
http://www.oecd.org/termsandconditions.

&) OECD


https://doi.org/10.1787/2f0e33fe-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/52953aa6-en
http://www.oecd.org/termsandconditions

	Age Groups



