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ANNEX 

BIOGRAPHIES OF AUTHORS, SPEAKERS AND SESSION CHAIRS 

 
David AGNEW (Marine Resource Assessment Group, London) is a research Lecturer at Imperial 
College in the UK, and Head of the Falklands Fisheries Research Group. He has extensive experience 
in the conservation and management of marine living resources, specialising in international fisheries 
agreements in both tropical and high latitude fisheries. Previously, Mr. Agnew worked for CCAMLR 
as a senior manager dealing with the conservation and rational use of Antarctic marine living 
resources.  

Alejandro ANGANUZZI (IOTC, Seychelles) is the Deputy Secretary of IOTC, where his main 
responsibility lies with the co-ordination of the technical activities of the Secretariat, particularly in 
providing support to the Working Parties and the Scientific Committee. In addition to technical 
activities, he has participated in drawing up budgets and work plans for the Secretariat since 1998. He 
developed the first two generations of the IOTC main database and co-designed the third generation. 
In setting up the database, he developed a computerised data-tracking system to link documentation of 
the data transactions, the basic data and relevant correspondence with liaison officers. 

David A. BALTON (US Department of State, Washington D.C.) is Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Oceans and Fisheries in the Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs, 
US Department of State. In that capacity, Mr. Balton is responsible for co-ordinating US foreign 
policy on a broad range of issues concerning the oceans as well as the Arctic and Antarctic regions. 

Colin BARNES (Marine Resources Assessment Group, London) is a natural resource economist and 
an associate with the MRAG in London. Mr. Barnes has a Master's degree in development economics 
from the University of East Anglia (UEA) and a PhD in economics from the University of 
Manchester. He has worked extensively in various aspects of fisheries policy, fisheries economics and 
coastal management, including on projects dealing with the impact of distant water fishing fleet; 
subsidies on the fisheries of low-income countries and appraisal of fisheries research programmes.  

Serge BESLIER (DG FISH, EU Commission, Brussels) is the Head of Section in the DG FISH, 
dealing with general external relations. Mr. Beslier has represented the EU Commission at numerous 
meetings and conferences and has been the EU fisheries representative in various FAO, OECD and 
UN bodies. Mr. Beslier has extensive experience in bilateral fisheries relations and has been a key 
figure in devising the external fisheries policy in the newly revamped Common Fisheries Policy.  
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David CHANG (Chinese Taipei Overseas Fisheries Development Council, Chinese Taipei) is the 
Director of Fisheries at the Overseas Fisheries Development Council. This Council is an international 
non-governmental organisation, with the main objective of promoting sustainable utilisation of 
fisheries resources through international co-operation and information exchange. The Council’s recent 
work has focused on assisting the fisheries authorities in Chinese Taipei to formulate fisheries policies 
that will ensure sustainable utilisation of fisheries resources; urging fishermen, operators and fisheries 
associations to apply fishing practices which are consistent with the guidelines as set forth in the FAO 
Code of Conducts for Responsible Fisheries as well as the conservation and management measures 
adopted by the regional fisheries management organisations. 

Duncan CURRIE, Barrister, has an Honours degree in Law from the University of Canterbury in New 
Zealand and a Masters from the University of Toronto in Canada. He has specialised in environmental 
and international law for the past 18 years. From 1985 to 1996 he was in-house legal adviser to 
Greenpeace International, where he advised extensively on law of the sea issues. Since then he has 
advised various NGOs on international and environmental law. 

Ignacio ESCOBAR (Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, Madrid) is Head of Unit for Regional 
Multilateral Fisheries Organisations at the Spanish Ministry for Agriculture and Fisheries. He 
participates in all of the RFMOs to which the European Union is a member (ICCAT, IOTC, IATTC, 
NAFO, NEAFC, CGPM, CCAMLR, SEAFO, SWIOFC, WCPFC, FAO, IWC, etc.). He is also 
responsible for bilateral fisheries agreements with EU and Norway, Greenland and the Faeroe Islands. 
Mr. Escobar has a Degree in Law and a Masters in Financial Markets. As a career diplomat, he has 
served in the Spanish Embassies in Kuwait and Panama, and was Consul General in Agadir 
(Morocco). 

Martin EXEL (COLTO, Australia) has been working since 1997 as the General Manager, 
Environment and Policy, with Newfishing Australia Pty. Ltd. one of Australia’s leading fishing 
companies, with operations as diverse as toothfish fishing in the Antarctic regions, to prawn trawling 
in the northern regions of Australia. In response to concerns about IUU fishing for toothfish, he has 
most recently worked with other legal industry members to implement the Coalition of Legal 
Toothfish Operators (COLTO), a group comprising 26 member companies, with operations in 10 
countries around the southern hemisphere. Mr. Exel is the interim Chairman of COLTO.  

Matthew GIANNI (Discussant, International Oceans Network, Amsterdam) works as an independent 
Consultant and is the Director of International Oceans Network. Established in 2004, the International 
Oceans Network, an NGO based in the Netherlands, promotes fisheries conservation and the 
sustainable use of ocean resources through working with a network of concerned individuals and 
organisations from around the world. As a consultant, Matt has provided political, legal and technical 
advice relating to fisheries conservation and management, marine biodiversity and oceans governance. 
Major clients have included the World Bank, IUCN/World Conservation Union, Swedish Commission 
on the Marine Environment, WWF International, Natural Resources Defence Council (US), Oceana, 
Greenpeace International and Greenpeace UK.  

Kathryn GORDON (OECD, Paris) is a senior economist in the International Investment Division of 
the OECD. She is responsible for the work on the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises, a 
multilaterally endorsed code of conduct with a government-backed follow-up mechanism. Ms. Gordon 
was one of the main OECD Secretariat participants in the negotiations that led to the successful review 
of the Guidelines that was adopted by governments in June 2000.  She is also in charge of research on 
corporate responsibility that supports implementation of the Guidelines. 
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Katsuma HANAFUSA (MAFF, Tokyo) currently holds the position of Director for International 
Negotiations, International Affairs Division, Resources Management Department, Fisheries Agency, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Government of Japan. He is also a Japanese 
Commissioner to the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC) as well as the Head 
Delegate to the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) and the alternate head delegate to the 
International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT). 

Yuichiro HARADA (OPRT, Japan) worked for the Japanese Tuna Fishing Industry for 25 years (1977 
to 2002). He was responsible for dealing with international affairs in securing overseas fishing 
grounds for Japanese tuna fishing fleets, and in recent years, also for environmental affairs related to 
fisheries. Mr Harada was elected as Managing Director of OPRT in May 2002 to promote responsible 
tuna fisheries. 

Aaron HATCHER (CEMARE, Portsmouth) is a Senior Research Fellow at the Centre for the 
Economics and Management of Aquatic Resources in the Department of Economics, University of 
Portsmouth, UK. His research interests focus on the microeconomics of fisheries management, in 
particular the implications of non-compliance for fisheries management. He has also written on 
various aspects of UK and EU fisheries policy. Mr. Hatcher has led a number of EU-funded research 
projects and has undertaken work for the FAO, the DG FISH and the UK Government, as well as for 
the OECD.  

Kjartan HOYDAL (NEAFC, London). Before becoming Secretary of NEAFC, Mr. Hoydal was the 
head of the Faroese Fisheries Administration and represented the Faroese Government as a Head of 
Delegation, mediator and observer in a variety of negotiations. He has worked with the Nordic 
Council of Ministers as Secretary for Nordic Atlantic Co-operation, and has served on the board of 
various organisations including the Danish Institute of Marine Research and the Faroese Aquaculture 
Research Station. He chaired the North Atlantic Marine Mammals Commission, NAMMCO and also 
served as President of the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization, NAFO. He trained in Biology 
and Marine Ecology at the University of Copenhagen and subsequently specialised in the areas of fish 
biology, fish stock assessment and fisheries management.  

Michele KURUC (Discussant, NOAA, Washington D.C.) is the Assistant General Counsel for 
Enforcement and Litigation where she serves as NOAA’s chief prosecutor. Prior to coming to NOAA, 
Ms. Kuruc was a trial attorney at the U.S. Department of Justice where she worked in the Wildlife and 
Marine Resources section. Michele is also the chair of the International Network for Co-operation and 
Co-ordination of Fisheries Related Monitoring, Control and Surveillance Activities, a global 
organisation of law enforcement professionals dedicated to combating illegal fishing and degradation 
of the oceans. 

Terje LOBACH (Ministry of Fisheries, Norway) currently works as legal advisor in the Norwegian 
Ministry of Fisheries. His experience includes bilateral and multilateral negotiations and consultancy 
work for a number of countries and organisations. He has done legal work in relation to most aspects 
of the management of marine resources, including drafting and implementation of fisheries legislation. 
In this regard Mr. Lobach has been special adviser on matters related to the 1982 UN Convention on 
the Law of the Sea, the 1995 UN Fish Stocks Agreement, the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible 
Fisheries and the FAO Compliance Agreement. 
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Brice MARTIN-CASTEX (International Maritime Organisation, London) is a French Administrator 
of Maritime Affairs and Commander of the French Navy. Since 1993, Mr. Martin-Castex has been 
seconded to the International Maritime Organization where he is Senior Technical Officer within the 
Maritime Safety Division, Secretary of the Sub-Committee on Flag State Implementation (FSI) 
dealing with implementation-related issues including IUU fishing, self-assessment of flag State 
compliance, IMO Voluntary Member State Audit Scheme, piracy and armed robbery against ships, 
stowaways, illegal migrants, maritime casualties, port State control and technical co-operation.  

Frank MEERE (Discussant) is representative of the Australian government’s commitment to the 
OECD Ministerial Task Force on IUU Fishing where Mr. Meere has worked since arriving at the 
OECD in February 2004. Prior to his appointment to the IUU Task Force, Mr. Meere was Managing 
Director of the Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) for five years.   

Denzil MILLER (CCALMR, Hobart) has been Executive Secretary of CCAMLR since February 
2002. He has published more than 60 peer-reviewed papers on Antarctic science, fisheries 
management, marine biology, and marine policy in general. In 2002, Mr. Miller was appointed an 
Honorary Research Professor in the Institute of Antarctic and Southern Ocean Studies at the 
University of Tasmania.  

Rémi PARMENTIER (Varda Group, Australia) is a specialist in political strategy and advocacy, and 
analysis and development of organisational and campaign strategies. In his current post as a Varda 
Group Director, and previously as representative of Greenpeace International (of which he was a 
founding member in the 1970s), Rémi has promoted environmental approaches within many 
intergovernmental organisations, governments, corporate entities, NGOs and other stakeholders. 

Jean Francois PULVENIS DE SELIGNY MAUREL (Chair, FAO, Rome) joined the FAO Fisheries 
Department in August 2002 as Director of the Fishery Policy and Planning Division. Since he started 
working on fisheries issues, Mr. Pulvenis has participated in numerous negotiations and conferences, 
at the bilateral, regional and global levels, not least at the United Nations Conference on Straddling 
Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks. 

Victor RESTREPO (ICCAT, Madrid) has a Ph.D. in Fisheries Science from the University of Miami 
where he worked as professor until 1999 when he joined the International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) to work on assessments of the major Atlantic tuna species. 
Since 2002, Mr. Restrepo has been Assistant Executive Secretary of ICCAT. In this position he helps 
co-ordinate the work of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics; he also helps facilitate the 
implementation of all decisions made by ICCAT, including those related to IUU fishing. 

Lori RIDGEWAY (Chair, Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Ottawa) is Director General of the 
Economic and Policy Analysis Branch in the Canadian Department of Fisheries and Oceans. She has 
been head of Delegation to numerous international meetings including the FAO, WTO, and the APEC 
Ocean Ministerial meeting in 2002. Ms. Ridgeway is the Chair of the OECD Committee for Fisheries, 
a post she has held since 2000.  

Kelly RIGG (Varda Group, Australia) was a founding Director of the Varda Group, after more than 
20 years with Greenpeace and other organisations co-ordinating campaigns on oceans and other 
environmental issues. Ms. Rigg led the Greenpeace campaign to save Antarctica, and the 
organisation's efforts in 2002 in the run-up to the Johannesburg Earth Summit. She played a major role 
in the establishment of the Greenpeace Amazon campaign.  Through her current work with the Varda 
Group, she serves as a policy advisor to Oceana in Europe. 
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Hiroya SANO (OPRT, Japan) has been President of the Organisation for the Promotion of 
Responsible Tuna Fisheries since December 2000. He was also President of the Japan Fisheries 
Association until May 2003. He previously held the position of Director General of the Fisheries 
Agency in Japan. 

Olav SCHRAM STOKKE (Fridtjof Nansen Institute, Norway) is a senior research fellow from the 
Fridtjof Nansen Institute in Norway. Olav has worked for years on many aspects of IUU fishing, and 
is a well known expert in this field. Olav has recently been working on a book entitled Governing 
High Seas Fisheries: The Interplay of Global and Regional Regimes. 

Walt SIMPSON has a 30-year maritime background including 21 years at sea on research, cargo and 
fishing vessels and holds Master Mariner qualifications from the United States and the United 
Kingdom. From 1988 until 2002, Walt was employed by Greenpeace International, serving as Captain 
and Mate onboard their ships and as Marine Operations Manager and Marine Services Co-ordinator at 
Greenpeace International in Amsterdam. In the early 1990s he co-ordinated the development of 
techniques and equipment which allowed Greenpeace to locate, track and document vessels engaged 
in IUU fishing, transportation of toxic waste, and illegally harvested forest products. He holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree from Delta State University and has completed studies in nautical science 
in the US and UK.  He is currently based in the Netherlands.  

Rashid SUMAILA (University of British Columbia, Canada) is assistant professor at the University of 
British Columbia, a post he has held since January 2002. He has written extensively on fisheries 
issues, in particular on over-fishing and over-capacity. Mr. Sumaila has worked as a consultant for a 
number of agencies including the Canadian Research Council, Environment Canada and the Research 
Council of Norway. 

Davor VIDAS (Fridtjof Nansen Institute, Norway) is Programme Director and Senior Research 
Fellow at FNI where he has worked since 1992. Mr. Vidas is also Director of the International project 
"Ballast Water Issues for Croatia: Possible Usefulness of Norwegian Experience and Expertise" and is 
currently Project leader for "Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported (IUU) Fishing: Implementing 
Mechanisms for Jurisdiction, Control and Enforcement", as well as Director of the international 
project "Implementation of Legal Measures for Protection of Regional Marine Environment: Croatia 
and Norway" in co-operation with the University of Rijeka, Faculty of Law, Croatia. 

Brandt WAGNER (ILO, Geneva) is Maritime Specialist with the International Labour Office. 
Mr. Wagner is the principal author of the ILO report Safety and health in the fishing industry.  He has 
most recently been responsible for the preparation of Conditions of work in the fishing sector: A 
comprehensive standard (a Convention supplemented by a Recommendation) on work in the fishing 
sector, and Conditions of work in the fishing sector: The constituents' views, the two discussion 
documents before the 92nd Session of the International Labour Conference (Geneva, June 2004). 

Jon WHITLOW (ITF, London) is working with the International Transport Workers' Federation 
where he is the Secretary of the Seafarers Section. Mr. Whitlow has participated in many international 
negotiations regarding the welfare of seafarers and is very concerned about the social status of fishers 
on IUU fishing vessels.  

Jane WILLING (Chair, Ministry of Fisheries, Wellington) is the Director of the International and 
Bio-security branch of the New Zealand Ministry of Fisheries. Ms. Willing has participated at 
numerous international meetings and has held the post of Chair of the FAO Sub-committee on 
Fisheries Trade. Ms. Willing has also served on the Bureau of the Fisheries Committee of the OECD. 
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Anna WILLOCK (TRAFFIC, Sydney) is the Senior Fisheries Advisor in TRAFFIC International, 
responsible for overseeing the TRAFFIC Network’s fisheries programme. Key work areas include 
research on the impact of international trade on the sustainability of fisheries, review legislation and 
management regimes, and monitoring international agreements. Ms. Willock represents the TRAFFIC 
Network at relevant international meetings, including the FAO Committee on Fisheries and its 
associated expert consultations and various regional fisheries organisations. 

Sachi WIMMER (Discussant) is the Manager of Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing Branch 
of the Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. She currently has 
responsibility for developing and managing the Australian Government’s response to Illegal, 
Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing. This involves the implementation of a comprehensive 
strategy that was agreed by the Australian Government in 2002. Prior to this appointment, 
Ms. Wimmer worked as the Fisheries Management Adviser on an Asian Development Bank project to 
strengthen Papua New Guinea’s National Fisheries Authority.   

Ursula WYNHOVEN (UN, New York) is the Special Assistant to the Executive Head of the United 
Nations Global Compact Office, where she works on the UN Secretary-General’s voluntary corporate 
citizenship initiative for human rights, labour and the environment. Prior to this appointment, she 
worked with Kathryn Gordon on the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises as a Visiting 
Fellow.   

Nobuyuki YAGI (Chair, MAFF, Tokyo) is the Deputy Director, Processing Industries and Marketing 
Division, Fisheries Agency, Government of Japan where he is responsible for trade-related issues at 
FAO, OECD, WTO, and for bilateral FTA negotiations. Mr. Yagi has been a member of the Bureau of 
the OECD Fisheries Committee since 2003. 
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