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BASIC STATISTICS OF CHINA, 2017 
(Numbers in parentheses refer to the OECD) 

  

 
 
Note: B-S-J-G refers to the four areas covered by the latest PISA survey: Beijing, Shanghai, Jiangsu and Guangdong. 
The ratio of exports and imports to GDP is the ratio of aggregate exports and imports of OECD countries to aggregate 
OECD GDP. Other ratios are simple averages of OECD countries. 
Source: Calculations based on data extracted from the databases of the following organisations: National Bureau of 
Statistics, OECD, International Energy Agency, World Bank and International Monetary Fund. 

Population (millions, 2018) 1 422.1 (1291.8) Population density per km² 148.0 (37.2)

Under 15 (%, 2018) 18.3 (17.8) Life expectancy (years, 2016) 76.0 (80.7)

Over 65 (%, 2018) 10.8 (17.3) Men 71.0 (77.9)

Latest 5-year average growth (%, 2018) 0.5 (0.5) Women 77.5 (83.2)

Urbanisation rate 58.5 (77.8) Agricultural land (% of total, 2015 for OECD) 56.2 (34.5)

GDP, current prices (market exchange rate, trillion USD) 12.2 (56.8) Value added shares (%)

GDP, current prices (trillion CNY) 82.7 (384.0) Primary 7.9 (2.5)

Latest 5-year average real GDP growth (%) 8.5 (2.1) Industry 40.5 (26.9)

GDP per capita, (thousand USD PPP) 16.8 (42.5) Services 51.6 (70.6)

Expenditure (% of GDP) 37.1 (40.7) Net lending (% of GDP) -3.1 (-2.2)

Revenue (% of GDP) 34.2 (38.8)

Exchange rate (RMB per USD) 6.76 Main exports (% of total merchandise exports)

PPP exchange rate (USA = 1) 3.55 Electrical, electronic equipment 26.42

In per cent of GDP Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery, etc 16.9

Exports of goods and services (2018 for China) 19.5 (27.9) Furniture, lighting, signs, prefabricated buildings 3.93

Imports of goods and services (2018 for China) 18.7 (27.5) Main imports (% of total merchandise imports)

Current account balance 1.3 (0.4) Electrical, electronic equipment 24.83

Net international transfers -0.1 -(0.6) Mineral fuels, oils, distillation products, etc 13.5

Balance of income -0.3 (0.5) Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery, etc 8.85

Employment rate (total population, %) 56.1 (67.7) Unemployment rate (urban)  (%) 4.0 (5.8)

Participation rate (total population, %) 58.4 (72.0) Tertiary educational attainment 25-64 year-olds (%, 2010) 10.0 (35.0)

Gross domestic expenditure on R&D (% of GDP, 2016) 2.1 (2.3)

Total primary energy supply per capita (toe, 2016) 2.1 (4.1) Freshwater use (m3 per capita 2014) 443.3 (827.7)

Renewables (% of TPES, 2016) 9.0 (9.9) Agriculture (% ot total use,year 2012 for China) 64.4 (43.9)

Fine particulate matter concentration (PM2.5, μg/m3, 2016) 56.3 (14.3) Households (% ot total use,year 2012 for China) 13.3 (15.1)

CO2 emissions per capita (metric tons,2015) 7.6 (9.7) Industry (% ot total use,year 2012 for China) 22.3 (41.1)

Income inequality (Gini coefficient, 2015 for OECD) 0.470 (0.394) Education outcomes (PISA score in B-S-J-G, 2015)

Poverty headcount ratio at $3.2 a day 
(2011 PPP) (% of population, 2015)

7.0 n.a. Reading 494 (493)

Share of women in parliament (%, 2016) 24.2 (28.7) Mathematics 531 (490)

Net official development assistance (% of GNI, 2016) -0.01 (0.39) Science 518 (493)
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