1107

Costa Rica

1. Policy

The Costa Rican National Policy on Sustainable Procurement includes the following RBC objectives —
additional frameworks apply, depending on the RBC objective:

Environment

This aspect is also included in the Technical standards for sustainable government procurement.

Human rights

The Government of Costa Rica signed the International Labour Organization’s Convention Ne 105
regarding the abolition of forced labour.

Labour rights

The Government of Costa Rica signed the International Labour Organization’s Convention Ne 0094
regarding the respect of labour clauses in public contracts. In addition, the _Guidelines on social criteria in
government procurement processes include various elements of this objective. Law Ne 7 739 on Childhood
and Adolescence in Chapter VIl regulates a special regime for the protection of adolescent workers.
Furthermore, Executive Decree 29220-MTSS sets forth a regulation on hiring and occupational health
conditions of adolescents.

People with disabilities

This objective is regulated by several additional policies, including Law Ne 7 600 on Equal Opportunities
for People with Disabilities, Law Ne 8 661 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Law Ne 8
662 on Inclusion and Labour Protection of People with Disabilities in the Public Sector, Law Ne 7 092 on
Income Tax and the Guidelines on social criteria in government procurement processes.

Moreover, Costa Rica’s National Policy on Disability promotes the establishment, review, strengthening
and improvement of incentives, tax exemptions and public procurement aimed to promote the creation and
offer of employment contracts for people with disabilities.

Minority considerations

The Guidelines on social criteria in government procurement processes include a regulation on
discrimination based on age, sex, disability, health, ethnicity and religion, which is consistent with this
objective.

Gender considerations

The Guidelines on social criteria on _government procurement process promote dispositions to avoid
discrimination based on gender.

Integrity

Both Law Ne 8 422 against Corruption and lllicit Enrichment in Public Service and Law Ne 7 494 on Public
Procurement regulate integrity in the public sector.
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https://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/56eabed3d2614_Politica%20de%20CPS%20Firmada%20x%20presidencia%20y%20Ministros.pdf
https://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/552443b92e7b5_Normativa%20Tecnica%20Criterios%20Sustentables%20DGABCA.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/es/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312250:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/es/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312239:NO
https://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/56e060bd67ea6_Guia%20Criterios%20Sociales%20y%20Compras%20Costa%20Rica.pdf
https://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/56e060bd67ea6_Guia%20Criterios%20Sociales%20y%20Compras%20Costa%20Rica.pdf
http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/scij/busqueda/normativa/normas/nrm_texto_completo.aspx?param1=NRTC&param2=1&nValor1=1&nValor2=43077&strTipM=TC&lResultado=4&strSelect=sel
http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/scij/Busqueda/Normativa/Normas/nrm_texto_completo.aspx?param1=NRTC&nValor1=1&nValor2=45768&nValor3=110778&strTipM=TC
http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/scij/Busqueda/Normativa/Normas/nrm_texto_completo.aspx?nValor1=1&nValor2=23261
http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/scij/Busqueda/Normativa/Normas/nrm_texto_completo.aspx?param1=NRTC&nValor1=1&nValor2=64038&nValor3=74042&strTipM=TC
http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/scij/Busqueda/Normativa/Normas/nrm_texto_completo.aspx?param1=NRTC&nValor1=1&nValor2=69031&nValor3=82737&strTipM=TC
http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/scij/Busqueda/Normativa/Normas/nrm_texto_completo.aspx?param1=NRTC&nValor1=1&nValor2=69031&nValor3=82737&strTipM=TC
http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/SCIJ/Busqueda/Normativa/Normas/nrm_texto_completo.aspx?nValor1=1&nValor2=10969
https://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/56e060bd67ea6_Guia%20Criterios%20Sociales%20y%20Compras%20Costa%20Rica.pdf
http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/scij/Busqueda/Normativa/Normas/nrm_texto_completo.aspx?nValor1=1&nValor2=53738
http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/scij/Busqueda/Normativa/Normas/nrm_texto_completo.aspx?nValor1=1&nValor2=24284
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Strategic frameworks

National strategy to replace single-use plastics

2. Implementation

Tender phase

According to the Law Ne 8 839 on Integral Waste Management, contracting authorities must give
an additional score of 20% in the qualification for any bidders who, under equal conditions,
demonstrate that their products comply with waste management requirements.

According to Law Ne 6 727 on Labour Risks, contracting entities cannot award contracts to
contractors or suppliers that have not presented valid insurance against occupational hazards.

Law Ne 17 on the Constitution of the Costa Rican Social Security Fund states that bidders must
be up to date with the payment of their social contributions with the Costa Rican Social Security
Fund in order to participate in any public procurement process.

3. Good Practices

The Costa Rican Executive Decree Ne 39310- MH - MINAE - MEIC - MTSS “National Policy for
Sustainable Public Procurement and Creation of the National Steering Committee for Sustainable
Procurement® (CDNCS) intends to stimulate, through purchasing authorities, innovative goods
and services. It also takes into account the best economic, environmental and socially responsible
performance. A study by the Inter-American Development Bank, Organization of American States
and Intern-American Network on Government Procurement (INGP) on the work of the Committee
is available in the following link.

The Government of Costa Rica has been issuing guidelines to raise awareness of good
procurement practices, like the Green Public Procurement Guidelines. In addition, the government
offers training to help procurement officials use digital tools more efficiently. In 2018 for example,
143 public officials were trained in the use of the MECS tool.
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https://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5a0e066d79dae_Estrategia-nacional-sustitucion-plasticos-un-solo_uso-.pdf
http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/scij/Busqueda/Normativa/Normas/nrm_texto_completo.aspx?nValor1=1&nValor2=68300
http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/scij/Busqueda/Normativa/Normas/nrm_texto_completo.aspx?param1=NRTC&nValor1=1&nValor2=190&nValor3=200&strTipM=TC
https://comexcr.sharepoint.com/sites/Compras/Documentos%20compartidos/OCDE/pgrweb.go.cr/scij/Busqueda/Normativa/Normas/nrm_texto_completo.aspx?param1=NRTC&nValor1=1&nValor2=2340&nValor3=0&strTipM=TC
http://ricg.org/es/publicaciones/compras-publicas-sostenibles-en-america-latina-y-el-caribe/
https://www.hacienda.go.cr/comprared/Manual_Compras_Verdes.pdf
https://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/552443b92e7b5_Normativa%20Tecnica%20Criterios%20Sustentables%20DGABCA.pdf
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