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5.4 Ex post evaluation and administrative simplification

Countries enact regulations to achieve specific objectives, but
even careful assessment cannot always accurately predict the
impact they will have on society. Periodic reviews are needed to
determine whether the predicted effects have been realised or
to establish how regulations are performing if no impact
assessments were conducted during their development. As the
2012 OECD Recommendation on Regulatory Policy and
Governance highlights, evaluating existing regulations against
clearly defined policy goals cannot only ensure that they deliver
the intended policy objectives, but also that they remain up to
date, cost justified, cost effective and consistent (OECD, 2012).
Reviews also help identify any unintended consequences of
existing regulations or administrative processes and, if they find
any unnecessary burdens, can lead to administrative
simplification exercises. Reviews of regulations also have broader
benefits, including enhancing policy learning and improving
regulatory coherence.

Countries in the Latin American and Caribbean (LAC) region have
different approaches to initiating and conducting reviews of
existing regulations. Some regulations include clauses
prescribing that they automatically cease on a future date
(sunset clauses) or that they must be reviewed within a specific
timeframe. For instance, Brazil and Mexico insert either review or
sunset clauses into some of their regulations. Eight out of the 11
surveyed LAC countries (72%) have a requirement to conduct
periodic ex post evaluations on subordinate regulations. For
instance, the Dominican Republic and El Salvador require ex post
evaluations to be conducted five years after regulations are
enacted to assess whether they are meeting their objectives.
Mexico requires the evaluation of regulations every five years if
they entail compliance costs, while Chile requires evaluations of
any regulations assessed as high impact during their
development four years after they were enacted. £x post
evaluation requirements are quite recent in most of the countries
reporting them, so their implementation is still either planned or
underway (Figure 5.9).

LAC countries continue to focus their efforts on administrative
simplification as part of improving the regulatory environment.
All 11 surveyed LAC countries have carried out administrative
simplification processes in the last four years at the national level,
but only 6 of them have done so at a regional or municipal level.
In 2021, Mexico's federal administration conducted around
300 administrative simplification actions at the national level,
including reducing response times, improving digital means
where citizens can interact with the administration and
eliminating or merging processes. Likewise, Peru undertook a
national review of the quality of administrative procedures that
resulted in the simplification or elimination of over 2000
processes (Figure 5.10).

More LAC countries have issued methodological guidelines to
help policy makers maintain the consistency of administrative
simplification processes. By 2022, 8 out of the 11 surveyed LAC
countries (73%) had guidelines in place, 3 more than in 2019. In
2020 the Ministry of Economy in Brazil published the
Deregulation Guide, which provides a compilation of
international practices to assist policy makers in implementing
strategies to reduce regulatory burdens. Likewise, El Salvador’s
new guidelines list which type of formalities should be cut from
administrative procedures and the rationale for doing so
(Figure 5.11).

Methodology and definitions

The iREG indicators for Latin America 2022 draw on responses
to the OECD-IDB Surveys on Regulatory Policy and
Governance 2015-16, 2019 and 2022. Brazil, Chile, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico and Peru were surveyed in 2015-
2016, 2019 and 2022. Argentina, the Dominican Republic and
El Salvador were surveyed in 2019 and 2022. Paraguay was
surveyed in 2022. Responses were provided by government
officials and reflect the situation as of 31 October 2022. More
information on iREG at oe.cd/ireg.

Subordinate regulations are created by the executive and are
generally approved by the head of government, a minister or
the cabinet. Revision clauses establish a time by which there
is an automatic review of the regulation. Codification
consolidates all amendments made during a period of time
to a given law. A legal consolidation brings together multiple
laws or subordinate regulations that regulate a particular area

into a single document.

Further reading
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OECD (2020), Reviewing the Stock of Regulation, OECD Best
Practice Principles for Regulatory Policy, OECD Publishing,
Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/1a8f33bc-en.

OECD (2012), Recommendation of the Council on Regulatory
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www.oecd.org/gov/regulatory-policy/2012-
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Figure notes

Figure 5.11. Argentina and Paraguay do not use any of the listed
rationales for reviewing existing regulations, therefore do not
appear in the figure.
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Figure 5.9.
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Source: OECD-IDB Indicators of Regulatory Policy and Governance (iREG) for Latin America and the Caribbean Survey 2022,
www.oecd.org/gov/regulatory-policy/ireg-lac.htm.
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Figure 5.10. Administrative simplification by level of government, 2022

0

Hl National Regional Bl Municipal

ARG BRA COL CRI MEX PER CHL DOM ECU PRY SLv

Source: OECD-IDB Indicators of Regulatory Policy and Governance (iREG) for Latin America and the Caribbean Survey 2022,
www.oecd.org/gov/regulatory-policy/ireg-lac.htm.
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Figure 5.11. Existence of methodological guidelines for administrative simplification, 2015,
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