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Table III. Expenditure by function
Million GBP

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
III.1 GENERAL GOVERNMENT

1 Total expenditure 781 904 802 825 811 298 828 684 853 984 879 013 909 900 1 106 533
2 General public services 93 926 92 472 85 714 89 747 97 479 99 677 95 378 113 170
3 Defence 39 341 39 345 38 943 38 123 39 112 39 968 44 172 45 724
4 Public order and safety 36 442 35 790 35 967 35 994 37 654 38 806 39 965 43 367
5 Economic affairs 54 030 56 196 58 913 62 576 68 102 73 396 79 088 176 778
6 Environment protection 13 801 14 958 14 865 14 525 14 748 14 444 14 427 15 403
7 Housing and community amenities 11 082 11 289 12 684 11 893 14 077 14 560 17 542 16 660
8 Health 131 327 139 416 144 274 150 858 154 665 160 895 170 674 210 922
9 Recreation, culture and religion 13 235 13 253 13 131 12 692 13 458 13 029 13 402 14 230
10 Education 94 806 99 641 99 760 101 255 102 283 103 098 106 919 116 832
11 Social protection 293 914 300 465 307 047 311 021 312 406 321 140 328 333 353 447

of which: 
12 Compensation of employees 166 801 170 635 172 798 178 533 184 510 190 410 202 082 217 170
13 General public services 12 104 12 109 11 533 11 875 12 112 12 230 12 747 13 688
14 Defence 12 240 11 741 12 128 12 750 12 955 13 089 14 274 15 061
15 Public order and safety 20 333 20 010 19 651 19 975 20 113 20 781 22 150 23 440
16 Economic affairs 7 995 8 015 7 924 8 268 8 779 9 313 9 644 10 228
17 Environment protection 2 337 2 342 2 321 2 430 2 369 2 410 2 443 2 501
18 Housing and community amenities 1 188 1 223 1 238 1 246 1 383 1 477 1 524 1 534
19 Health 54 274 57 258 58 974 62 518 66 129 69 401 73 858 80 514
20 Recreation, culture and religion 3 633 3 855 3 814 3 842 3 898 3 659 3 931 4 041
21 Education 40 473 41 811 42 593 43 259 44 411 45 214 47 914 52 205
22 Social protection 12 224 12 271 12 622 12 370 12 361 12 836 13 597 13 958
23 Gross capital formation 45 691 50 932 51 010 52 142 55 024 57 021 61 953 65 115
24 General public services 1 608 1 580 1 792 2 114 2 285 1 939 2 713 3 314
25 Defence 9 997 10 038 9 361 9 385 9 191 9 678 11 016 11 944
26 Public order and safety 1 350 1 334 1 356 1 090 1 796 2 101 2 247 2 700
27 Economic affairs 14 101 17 563 17 933 18 747 20 930 23 304 24 273 22 284
28 Environment protection 2 757 2 768 2 891 2 861 3 234 2 996 2 893 3 062
29 Housing and community amenities 3 534 4 034 4 261 4 245 4 743 5 174 6 135 6 493
30 Health 5 124 5 908 5 874 5 173 5 991 6 085 7 302 8 622
31 Recreation, culture and religion 981 610 684 626 930 904 1 312 1 424
32 Education 5 898 6 752 6 596 7 596 5 558 4 338 3 683 4 706
33 Social protection 341 345 262 305 366 502 379 566

III.2 CENTRAL GOVERNMENT
1 Total expenditure 722 670 745 791 750 406 759 372 780 181 804 289 830 603 1 035 959
2 General public services 100 048 97 960 90 913 94 057 101 770 100 200 96 190 111 376
3 Defence 39 271 39 286 38 877 38 062 39 048 39 908 44 103 45 553
4 Public order and safety 29 899 30 370 31 291 31 738 32 470 33 865 34 335 36 655
5 Economic affairs 44 530 46 162 49 323 51 947 54 319 58 414 64 585 167 325
6 Environment protection 6 364 7 666 7 280 7 066 7 133 6 834 6 474 6 888
7 Housing and community amenities 28 423 32 699 30 168 25 029 27 481 32 905 34 724 45 604
8 Health 131 280 139 100 144 544 149 620 154 012 160 360 170 419 213 150
9 Recreation, culture and religion 8 114 8 603 9 001 9 033 9 165 8 596 8 581 9 408
10 Education 80 244 85 853 85 648 86 855 88 813 90 615 93 676 102 136
11 Social protection 254 497 258 092 263 361 265 965 265 970 272 592 277 516 297 864

of which: 
12 Compensation of employees 100 541 106 556 109 281 115 229 121 547 127 234 137 090 149 360
13 General public services 4 372 4 714 3 972 4 464 4 706 4 842 5 238 6 100
14 Defence 12 205 11 709 12 095 12 719 12 923 13 057 14 238 14 968
15 Public order and safety 7 673 7 856 7 665 7 955 8 065 8 523 9 253 9 685
16 Economic affairs 5 473 5 452 5 418 5 730 6 160 6 498 6 852 7 181
17 Environment protection 940 963 915 1 010 899 863 853 831
18 Housing and community amenities 155 203 208 211 312 364 401 421
19 Health 54 076 56 963 58 636 62 168 65 779 69 049 73 482 80 122
20 Recreation, culture and religion 1 736 2 036 2 085 2 202 2 266 1 988 2 191 2 259
21 Education 10 501 13 289 14 863 15 711 17 565 18 984 21 273 24 419
22 Social protection 3 410 3 371 3 424 3 059 2 872 3 066 3 309 3 374
23 Gross capital formation 28 880 33 117 32 526 32 630 34 336 35 552 39 708 45 133
24 General public services 456 520 672 539 872 641 1 192 1 437
25 Defence 9 997 10 038 9 361 9 385 9 191 9 678 11 016 11 944
26 Public order and safety 701 704 684 740 955 1 158 1 201 1 566
27 Economic affairs 8 188 10 385 10 334 10 579 11 582 12 820 13 725 14 753
28 Environment protection 2 155 2 145 2 270 2 340 2 676 2 437 2 231 2 263
29 Housing and community amenities 202 171 161 135 176 190 213 197
30 Health 5 124 5 908 5 874 5 173 5 991 6 085 7 302 8 622
31 Recreation, culture and religion 601 258 416 517 403 326 476 660
32 Education 1 353 2 896 2 697 3 121 2 332 1 997 2 324 3 454
33 Social protection 103 92 57 101 158 220 28 237



NATIONAL ACCOUNTS OF OECD COUNTRIES, GENERAL GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS 2021 – © OECD 2022

330

UNITED KINGDOM

Note: Detailed metadata at: http://metalinks.oecd.org/navol4/20220328/b916.
Source: Office for National Statistics – ONS.

III.4 LOCAL GOVERNMENT
1 Total expenditure 196 301 196 722 199 642 198 584 201 088 203 046 207 025 229 204
2 General public services 14 580 14 458 14 711 15 172 14 958 15 328 16 124 18 182
3 Defence 70 64 66 61 64 60 69 171
4 Public order and safety 17 286 16 755 16 717 16 518 17 247 17 691 18 713 19 853
5 Economic affairs 17 644 18 197 18 309 18 326 19 881 20 754 20 528 34 290
6 Environment protection 7 721 7 798 7 932 7 940 7 958 8 026 8 276 9 049
7 Housing and community amenities 9 044 9 413 11 493 10 013 11 629 11 798 13 940 13 152
8 Health 2 265 3 188 3 641 4 076 4 051 3 902 3 832 3 878
9 Recreation, culture and religion 5 414 5 111 4 601 4 117 4 747 4 810 5 051 5 008
10 Education 54 844 52 844 52 092 51 566 49 548 48 676 49 042 51 133
11 Social protection 67 433 68 894 70 080 70 795 71 005 72 001 71 450 74 488

of which: 
12 Compensation of employees 66 260 64 079 63 517 63 304 62 963 63 176 64 992 67 810
13 General public services 7 732 7 395 7 561 7 411 7 406 7 388 7 509 7 588
14 Defence 35 32 33 31 32 32 36 93
15 Public order and safety 12 660 12 154 11 986 12 020 12 048 12 258 12 897 13 755
16 Economic affairs 2 522 2 563 2 506 2 538 2 619 2 815 2 792 3 047
17 Environment protection 1 397 1 379 1 406 1 420 1 470 1 547 1 590 1 670
18 Housing and community amenities 1 033 1 020 1 030 1 035 1 071 1 113 1 123 1 113
19 Health 198 295 338 350 350 352 376 392
20 Recreation, culture and religion 1 897 1 819 1 729 1 640 1 632 1 671 1 740 1 782
21 Education 29 972 28 522 27 730 27 548 26 846 26 230 26 641 27 786
22 Social protection 8 814 8 900 9 198 9 311 9 489 9 770 10 288 10 584
23 Gross capital formation 16 811 17 815 18 484 19 512 20 688 21 469 22 245 19 982
24 General public services 1 152 1 060 1 120 1 575 1 413 1 298 1 521 1 877
25 Defence 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
26 Public order and safety 649 630 672 350 841 943 1 046 1 134
27 Economic affairs 5 913 7 178 7 599 8 168 9 348 10 484 10 548 7 531
28 Environment protection 602 623 621 521 558 559 662 799
29 Housing and community amenities 3 332 3 863 4 100 4 110 4 567 4 984 5 922 6 296
30 Health 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
31 Recreation, culture and religion 380 352 268 109 527 578 836 764
32 Education 4 545 3 856 3 899 4 475 3 226 2 341 1 359 1 252
33 Social protection 238 253 205 204 208 282 351 329
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