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Foreword

This publication constitutes the proceedings of the OECD conference on
the “Environmental Uses of Micro-Organisms: An Overview of the State-of-the-Art and
Implications for Biotechnology Risk/Safety Assessment”. This event, organised under the
auspices of OECD’s Working Group on the Harmonisation of Regulatory Oversight in
Biotechnology (WG-HROB), was held on 26-27 March 2012. A total of 100 participants
attended the conference, which was open to OECD delegates as well as external
scientists, regulators and interested individuals. It was developed in collaboration with the
OECD Co-operative Research Programme under the Trade and Agriculture Directorate.

OECD has undertaken activities related to the safety of the environmental uses of
transgenic organisms (also known as genetically-modified organisms) since the mid-
1980s. The Working Group was established in its current form in 1995. Since that time,
its programme of work has included activities related to the environmental risk/safety
assessment of transgenic organisms with a major focus on transgenic plants.

In addition to this core activity on agricultural crops, the Working Group has long had
a number of projects related to the safety of environmental applications involving micro-
organisms. This has resulted in a number of publications, some of them dealing with
specific groups of micro-organisms which have been used in environmental applications
such as Pseudomonas, Acidithiobacillus, Acinobacter and Baculoviruses. Other
publications have addressed issues of importance in the risk/safety assessment of bacteria
such as taxonomy, detection methods, horizontal gene transfer and pathogenicity factors.

There have been many scientific developments in recent years related to the use of
micro-organisms in the environment and the conference was an opportunity to provide an
overview of the current situation, focusing on concrete or expected developments
involving the use of transgenic micro-organisms in the environment.

Following the conference, the Working Group discussed the outcomes and identified
a number of areas in which the use of transgenic micro-organisms is either already
underway or is likely to be forthcoming in the near future. At the time of writing,
the Working Group has agreed to launch a project for developing a guidance document
on the use of micro-algae. This document will aim to provide background information
which could be used in an environmental risk assessment. As for the other topics
addressed at the conference, some may be included in the programme of work of
the Working Group at a later stage, but this will depend on the resources available.

BIOSAFETY AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL USES OF MICRO-ORGANISMS: CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS © OECD 2015



4 — ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Acknowledgements

This publication includes the outputs of the OECD conference on the Environmental
Uses of Micro-Organisms: An Overview of the State-of-the-Art and Implications for
Biotechnology Risk/Safety Assessment, held in March 2012. The conference was
organised by OECD’s Working Group on Harmonisation of Regulatory Oversight in
Biotechnology with the support of Co-operative Research Programme. The OECD
Secretariat is grateful to all members of the Working Group, including the Chair and co-
Chairs, for their work in preparing and attending the event. The contributions made
by both speakers and participants were invaluable. At the same time, special thanks must
go to Hans Bergmans (former Chair of the Sub-Working Group on Micro-organisms)
for his major contribution to the arrangements. Thanks are also due to OECD colleagues
Carl-Christian Schmidt, Janet Schofield and Nathalie Elisseou Leglise from the Co-
operative Research Programme who did much to support the conference. Jennifer Allain
prepared the manuscript for the publication. The arrangements for the conference were
managed by Peter Kearns, Bertrand Dagallier, Kazuyuki Suwabe and Takahiko Nikaido
of the OECD Secretariat, who were also responsible for editing this document.

BIOSAFETY AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL USES OF MICRO-ORGANISMS: CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS © OECD 2015



From:

of Micro-Organisms

» Er et Biosafety and the Environmental Uses of Micro-

Organisms
Conference Proceedings

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264213562-en

Please cite this chapter as:

OECD (2015), “Foreword Acknowledgements”, in Biosafety and the Environmental Uses of Micro-
Organisms: Conference Proceedings, OECD Publishing, Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264213562-1-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document and any map included herein are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the
delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area.

You can copy, download or print OECD content for your own use, and you can include excerpts from OECD publications,
databases and multimedia products in your own documents, presentations, blogs, websites and teaching materials, provided
that suitable acknowledgment of OECD as source and copyright owner is given. All requests for public or commercial use and
translation rights should be submitted to rights@oecd.org. Requests for permission to photocopy portions of this material for
public or commercial use shall be addressed directly to the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) at info@copyright.com or the
Centre frangais d’exploitation du droit de copie (CFC) at contact@cfcopies.com.

&) OECD


https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264213562-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264213562-1-en

	Foreword
	Acknowledgements



