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Foreword 

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) is an 
international organisation that promotes policies to improve the economic and social 
well-being of people around the world. It provides a forum in which governments can 
work together to share experiences and seek solutions to common challenges. 

At the request of the government of Chile, the OECD has conducted this review to 
identify key changes in the Chilean education system mainly from 2004 to 2016, and to 
evaluate where education in Chile stands today. Specifically, the review looks at how the 
Chilean education system is promoting equity and quality in early childhood education, 
schools, vocational education and training (VET) and higher education. To carry out this 
study, the OECD reviewed national and international data and findings, and collected 
views and evidence through interviews with stakeholders across the Chilean education 
system.  

Three review visits were carried out for the preparation of this report. They are as 
follows: one fact-finding “pre-visit” by two OECD officials (9-11 December 2015); one 
main visit by the OECD review team focusing on early childhood education, schools and 
higher education (30 March to 7 April 2016); and one separate main visit by an OECD 
official, focusing on the topic of vocational education and training (VET) (9-11 May 
2016). During these visits, a wide array of actors provided the OECD review team with 
their views about the evolving strengths and challenges of the Chilean education system. 

The OECD conducted this analysis also with the purpose of providing the Chilean 
government with a reference point against which the current educational reforms can be 
assessed in the future. As such, the report aimed to: 

• Analyse the Chilean education system’s context and challenges by reviewing the 
progress and main changes experienced between 2004 and2016. 

• Advise on how the Chilean education system can improve by adopting a 
comparative perspective in the analysis of education policy in Chile. This was 
accomplished by integrating OECD and other international evidence from 
relevant education systems, as well as highlighting areas where further 
developments could add value to the Chilean government’s ongoing educational 
improvement efforts. 

The report therefore highlights the main strengths of Chile’s education system, 
identifies the main challenges ahead and provides recommendations for improvement. 

It is organised into four parts: 

• Part 1, “Overview of the education system in Chile”, aims to provide an 
overview of the country, its education system and reforms in process at the 
moment of drafting this report (Chapter 1).  
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• Part 2, “Better foundations for student learning in Chile”, analyses how to 
provide better foundations for student learning in Chile (Chapter 2), as well 
as how to strengthen the quality of teaching and school leadership in Chile 
(Chapter 3).  

• Part 3, “Building the skills that Chile needs: Vocational, technical and higher 
education”, discusses improving higher education and research in Chile 
(Chapter 4), and improving the quality of technical and vocational education 
in Chile (Chapter 5).  

• Part 4, “Final reflections about working towards Chile’s future education 
system”, concludes with some final reflections on education policy 
implementation in the current Chilean context (Chapter 6).  

I hope this report will support Chile in its reform efforts to enhance the quality and 
equity of its education system and strengthen the contribution of education and skills to 
economic and social growth of the country. The OECD is ready to help Chile in this 
effort. 

 

 

Andreas Schleicher 
 

Director for Education and Skills and Special Advisor  
on Education Policy to the Secretary-General 

OECD 
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