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Foreword and acknowledgements

his publication reflects the priorities of the

regional organisations that are members of
the Sahel and West Africa Club (SWAC), namely
the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS), the West African Economic
and Monetary Union (UEMOA) and the Perma-
nent Inter-State Committee for Drought Control
in the Sahel (CILSS), and thus also contributes to
the objectives set out in the OECD Programme
of Work and Budget.

The SWAC/OECD Secretariat has long played
an active role in local development and cross-
border co-operation, particularly in applying
innovative, rigorous methodological techniques
to the region’s challenges. The analytical and
methodological approaches followed in this
report were carried out during SWAC’s 2015-16
thematic cycle, building upon the outcomes of
the Secretariat’s ECOLOC Programme (Reviving
Local Economies in West Africa)and the WALTPS
study (Preparing for the Future — A Vision of
West Africa in the Year 2020). Multi-scale spatial
analysis from the local to regional levels lies at
the heart of this study, as does the concept of
the “cross-border area”, defined as “a geogra-
phic area that straddles two or more countries,
where people are linked by socio economic and
cultural ties” by former President of Mali, Alpha
Oumar Konaré. In 2002, the SWAC Secretariat
supported this vision by promoting a shift from
strictly bilateral approaches to the recognition
of regional areas in which different levels of

formal and informal governance operate. This
led to the creation of the West African Borders
and Integration (WABI) Initiative, which drew
on the complementary nature of its founding
members — the SWAC Secretariat, Enda Diapol
and Mali’s National Borders Directorate. The
network is an informal structure, based on the
pooling of knowledge and information sharing,
and has since been joined by partners such as
the Municipal Development Partnership (PDM)
and the Group for Rural Development Research
and Projects (GRDR). Its strengths also lie in
the political lobbying carried out by national
governments and regional organisations such
as ECOWAS, UEMOA, CILSS and the African
Union; the facilitation of dialogue between local
actors and political institutions, the sharing of
experiences between countries from the “global
south” and “global north”, and its engagement
with local populations.

The SWAC Secretariat has progressively
adopted a more systematic approach to its
analytical work. This has been evident in its
work on food systems and the use of social
network analysis (SNA) to examine cross-
border co-operation in this report. In applying
innovative analytical methodologies such as
SNA and data visualisation to the region’s
development and transformation challenges,
the SWAC/OECD can act as a bridge between
leading research institutions globally and policy
makers to improve comprehension of issues and
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offer well informed policy advice that antici-
pate major trends, such as climate change and
urbanisation. These forms of analysis are perti-
nent in helping to develop an understanding
of global network structures that can range
from public policy makers to local agents and
business traders to groups involved in illegal
activities, and therefore also improve co-ordina-
tion between various partners, including
donors, regional organisations, private actors,
state actors and local municipalities. SNA also
has the advantage of providing an intricate and
nuanced depiction of interactions and hierar-
chies within networks, portraying the varying
degrees of sophistication of systems, along
with their interactions and transformations,
comparable over space and time. This recent
and ground-breaking methodology in the field
of development, which has rarely been applied
to West Africa, can pave the way for new and
complementary studies that can improve the
effectiveness of regional policies.

The drafting and editorial team of the
SWAC/OECD Secretariat is composed of:
Marie Trémolieres, Executive Direction,
marie.tremolieres@oecd.org

Assisted by:
Lia Beyeler
Richard Clarke
Sylvie Letassey
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Graphic design:

Daniel Kruger/Grand Kru, Berlin,
daniel@grandkrue.de

Philippe Kriiger/BUREAU.PK, Berlin,
pk@bureau pk.de

Olivier J. Walther, PhD, (University of Southern
Denmark) provided scientific direction and
co-ordinated the field work and mapping.

Olivier J. Walther is an Associate Professor in the
Department of Political Science at the University
of Southern Denmark and a Visiting Professor
in the Division of Global Affairs at Rutgers
University in the United States. He holds a Ph.D.
in Geography from the University of Lausanne.
Dr Walther is primarily interested in unders-
tanding how borders affect social networks. In
West Africa, he studies cross-border trade and
border markets, cross-border co-operation, and
the spatial patterns of transnational terrorist
organisations. In Western Europe, his research
interest lies in the comparative study of cross-
border policy networks and cross-border labour
markets in metropolitan regions. Recently, Dr
Walther has consulted for the OECD, the World
Bank and the United Nations. His research has
been funded by the National Research Fund of
Luxembourg, the European Spatial Planning
Observatory, and the European Commission.
His work combines geographic information
systems, social network analysis, statistical
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analysis and qualitative interviews. Walther has
conducted extensive surveys in such diverse
locations of West Africa as Benin, Ghana, Mali,
Mauritania, Niger, and Nigeria. He is the Africa
Editor of the Journal of Borderlands Studies.
Email: ow@sam.sdu.dk

The Centre for Border Region Studies (CBRS)
is an international research centre dedicated
to borders and borderlands around the world.
Founded in 1976, the Centre is today part of
the Department of Political Science and Public
Management at the University of Southern
Denmark in Sgnderborg. The Centre brings
together academics from the fields of history,
political science, anthropology and geography.
It promotes a relational approach to border
regions, in which borderlands and states are
intimately interconnected through a variety of
cultural, economic and governance networks.
The Centre focusses on four main areas of
research: the changing role and function of
borders, conflicts and co-operation in border
regions, border regions and the European
Union, and minorities in border regions. In
recent years, the Centre has participated in
projects funded by the European Union, the
European Science Foundation, the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of
Canada, and the SWAC/OECD.

Notable external contributors are:

Daniel Bach is Director of Research Emeritus
of the French National Centre for Scientific
Research, CNRS (Emile Durkheim Centre)
and Professor at Sciences Po Bordeaux. He
holds a D.Phil from Oxford University and
has published on a broad range of aspects
related to Nigerian politics and foreign policy,
Africa’s international relations, and the inter-
play between regionalism, regional integration
and regionalisation processes across the conti-
nent. Daniel Bach is the series Editor of the
Routledge Studies in African Politics and Inter-
national Relations. His latest book, Regionalism
in Africa: Genealogies, Institutions and Trans-
State Networks, was published by Routledge in
January 2016.

Email: d.bach@sciencespobordeaux.fr

Lawali Dambo holds a Ph.D. in Geography
from the University of Lausanne (Switzerland).
Specialised in cartography, he has lectured
in the Department of Geography at Abdou
Moumouni University in Niamey (Niger) since
2008. He has participated in many interdisci-
plinary research projects and in recent years
has conducted research focused on rural
development issues. Dr Dambo is co-editor of
the following publications: Alpes—Sahel (UNIL,
2005), Sahel : entre crises et espoirs (Harmattan,
2014). In addition to participating in the
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mapping of the National Atlas of Niger (DADT,
2002), he is the author of numerous scientific
articles, reports and studies on the use of water,
land and natural resources.

Email: lawali.dambo@gmail.com

Abdoulaye Diagana is an independent scholar.
He holds a Ph.D. in Geography from the Univer-
sity of Rouen and a Master of Advanced Studies
from the University of Paris IV Sorbonne in
France. His research deals with the insti-
tutional development of the border regions
located between Mali, Mauritania and Senegal.
Dr Diagana is the Founder and Director of
www.kassataya.com that covers news on Africa.
Email: abdoulayediagana@yahoo.fr

Michiel van Eupen is an expert in spatial
modelling, with over 15 years of experience in
developing, using, training and lecturing in
the field of Spatial Decision Support Systems
(SDSS) for natural resource management
and environmental impact assessment. He is
currently employed as a researcher at Alterra
Research Centre, Wageningen University. He
has recognised experience in modelling and
training projects in many European countries,
South America, China and India. His recent
work includes, among others, the modelling
of long-term change in land use in South
America at different spatial scales, which aims
to quantify the local and regional interactions
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between biodiversity, land use, climate change
and the delivery of other key ecosystem services.
Email: michiel.vaneupen@wur.nl

Rene Jochem is a software engineer and resear-
cher in the field of spatial ecology, outdoor
recreation and spatial modelling. He has worked
at Alterra Research Centre, Wageningen Univer-
sity, since 1995 to design and implement models
in research projects on population dynamics,
behavioural aspects of recreational use in
natural areas, and experience of perception of
the visual landscape from the human perspec-
tive. As an accomplished software engineer
specialising in object oriented analysis, design
and implementation of complex data intensive
spatial models, he has extensive experience in
the full life cycle of the software design process.
Email: rene.jochem@wur.nl

Leena Koni Hoffmann is a Researcher and
Associate Fellow of the Africa Programme
at the Royal Institute of International Affairs
(Chatham House) in London. Her research
focuses on Nigeria’s politics, regional security,
terrorism and trade in West Africa. Dr
Hoffmann is a sociologist and has a Ph.D. in
African Studies from the University of Birmin-
gham, United Kingdom. She is a co-author of a
study on Nigeria’s unrecorded trade and finan-
cial flows and has carried out extensive field
research across sub-Saharan Africa. Her work
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has been funded by the ERANDA Foundation,
the National Research Fund of Luxembourg, and
the UK Department of International Develop-
ment. She has also worked for the SWAC/OECD
Secretariat.

Email: l.Lhoffmann@chathamhouse.org

Sebastian Vollmer is a researcher and lecturer
in the finance, accounting and statistics fields
at the University of Southern Denmark. His
research is currently focusing on the spatial
analysis of cross-border co-operation in West
Africa. Sebastian Vollmer holds a master’s
degree in Business Studies from the University
of Hamburg. His Ph.D. thesis is about statis-
tical inference in finance. Beyond his academic
activities, Sebastian Vollmer works in the
private business sector in the areas of auditing,
consulting and risk management.

Email: vollmer@sam.sdu.dk

Special thanks go to Laurent Bossard for his
contribution to Chapter 1, his wise comments
and careful reading.

The SWAC/OECD Secretariat, along with the
authors of this work and its contributors, would
also especially like to thank the representatives
of the three member regional organisations and
those contacted during the field surveys for their
time, advice and invaluable answers: Hassana
Abani (Chad), Harouna Abarchi (Niger), Sanusi

Imran Abdullahi (Chad), Ismail Ali Abdullahi
(Chad), Adamu Adaji (Nigeria), Tahir Brahim
Adouma (Chad), Muhammad B. Ahmad (Nigeria),
Lawan Ali (Chad), Abdoulaye Almouge (Niger),
Jonathan Aremu (Nigeria), Anthony 1. Asiwaju
(Nigeria), Lapodini Marc Atouga (Nigeria),
Ernest Aubee (Nigeria), Madine Ba (Senegal),
Boubacar Bah (Mali), Bello Balarabe (Chad),
Alpha Oumar Baldé (Senegal), Siama Bamba
(Central African Republic), Abdoulaye Barkiré
(Niger), Mohammed Bila (Chad), Moussa Salou
Bisso (Chad), Papa Mademba Biteye (Senegal),
Jonathan Boudry (France), Martin Bwalya
(South Africa), Adamu Chindo (Nigeria), Sadio
Cissé (Mali), Daouda Condé (Guinea), Dramane
Coulibaly (Burkina Faso), Tezana Coulibaly
(Mali), Bayaornibe Dabire (Nigeria), Abdou-
laye Dia (Senegal), Mateugue Diack (Senegal),
Boureima Dodo (Niger), Ladji Sogoba (Mali),
Soumaila Dagnoko (Mali), Djoret Daira (Chad),
Babaly Dem (Senegal), Robert Dessouassi
(Niger), Mamadou Diaby (Guinea), Solomani
Diakité (Mali), Abdoulaye Djibril Diallo (Mali),
Sékou Ahmed Diallo (Mali), Malang Diatta
(Senegal), Abdel Kader Dicko (Senegal), Abdoul
Kader Dicko (Mali), Hamady Diop (South
Africa), Soumana Djibo (Niger), Ongtolm-
baye Doudanem (Chad), Daniel Eklu (Nigeria),
Jean Pierre Elong Mbassi (Morocco), Ahmed
Abdel Fattah (Senegal), Sanoussi Fodé Camara
(Niger), Moustapha Gnankambary (Nigeria),
Zara Goni (Chad), Moussa Guiré (Burkina
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Faso), Mahalmadou Hamadoun (Burkina Faso),
Pierrick Hamon (Senegal), Arezki Harkouk
(France), Diabiri Hassimi (Niger), Abdoulaye
Ibbo Daddy (Chad), Illiassou Ibrahim (Niger),
Mahaboubou Ibrahim (Niger), John Igué
(Benin), Blama Jallo (Niger), Kinza Jawara Njai
(Nigeria), Siméon Koffi (Nigeria), Abdou Kogo
(Niger), Kabiné Komara (Senegal), Bossou
Komlan (Nigeria), Bataka K. Koutéra (Nigeria),
Ahmat Leo Koutibara (Chad), Zanna Umara
Lawan (Chad), Olivier Le Masson (France),
Estherine Lisinge Fotabong (South Africa),
Aminu Bala Magaji (Chad), Modiba Magas-
souba (Guinea), Boubakari Mana (Chad), Abdou
M Moustapha Manzo (Chad), Issoufou Manzo
(Niger), Roman Meyer (Ethiopia), Roch Mongbo
(Benin), Eric Console Moutade (Chad), Abdoul-
kader Amadou Naino (Chad), Rohallati Ndara
(Chad), Nouhan Ndiaye (Senegal), Hamidou
Niandou (Niger), Tanor Meissa Niang (Senegal),
Paul Nugent (United Kingdom), Richard O. Oji
(Nigeria), Jane Marie Ong’olo (Ethiopia), Claude
Ouattara (Burkina Faso), Mohamed El Moctar
Ould Moctar (Mauritania), Aissatou Oumarou
(Chad), Seydou Ourane (Mali), Maxime Poisson-
nier (Burkina Faso), Martin Guillermo Ramirez
(Germany), Jean Rubio (France), Seydou Sacko
(Nigeria), Abderahmane Saidoo (Chad), Zakari
Saley Bana (Burkina Faso), Bakary Sanou
(Burkina Faso), Boureima Sawadogo (Burkina
Faso), Al Amine Mohammed Abba Seid (Chad),
Abdoulaye Séné (Senegal), Peter Joy Sewornoo
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(Nigeria), Abdou Seyni (Belgium), Hamadou
Seyni (Burkina Faso), Mariama Siddo (Niger),
Mohamed Sidina (Mauritania), Antoine
Sombié (Mali), Mariam Sow Soumare (South
Africa), Johan L. Strijdom (Ethiopia), Simon
Sunsuwa (Nigeria), Aminata Sy (Burkina Faso),
Ousmane Sy (Mali), Djoumé Sylla (Senegal),
Mamane Tahirou (Burkina Faso), Khady Fall
Tall (Senegal), Farouk Tarfa (Nigeria), Amadou
Taweye (Niger), Salimata Thiam (Senegal), Alain
Sy Traore (Nigeria), Salif Traoré (Mali), Marc
Trouyet (France), Sanon Yacouba (Nigeria),
Aissata Yameogo Koffi (Nigeria), Simone Zoundi
(Burkina Faso).
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