Foreword

The Latin American Economic Outlook analyses issues related to Latin America’s
economic and social development. Ever since the first edition was launched at the
17th Ibero-American Summit of Heads of State and Government in November 2007 in
Santiago (Chile), the report has offered a comparison of Latin American performance
with that of other countries and regions in the world, sharing experiences and good
practices with the region’s public officials.

Since 2011, the report has been published in conjunction with the United Nations
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and has tied in
with the economic theme of the annual Ibero-American Summit organised by the Ibero-
American governments and Ibero-American General Secretariat (SEGIB). In 2013, CAF
- development bank of Latin America (CAF) joined the team of authors. This edition was
released during the 24th Ibero-American Summit of Heads of State and Government,
held in the Mexican city of Veracruz on 8-9 December 2014.

Each edition includes a macroeconomic analysis and explores how the global context
influences the region’s economy. The report also includes chapters that analyse key
public-policy areas identified by leaders gathered at the Ibero-American Summits, thus
analysing and making recommendations about the region’s challenges and priorities
regarding economic development and structural policies.

This eighth edition focuses on education, skills and innovation as key inputs for more
inclusive growth in the region. It provides in-depth analysis of Latin America’s education
systems and the region’s capacity to increase enrolment in good-quality education, and
looks at the development of skills training to improve economic competitiveness and
labour-market integration. These inputs are analysed in association with innovation
policies in the production system.
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