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Foreword

This report is the fourth of a new series of publications reviewing the
quality of health care across selected OECD countries. As health costs
continue to climb, policy makers increasingly face the challenge of ensuring
that substantial spending on health is delivering value for money. At the
same time, concerns about patients occasionally receiving poor quality
health care have led to demands for greater transparency and accountability.
Despite this, there is still considerable uncertainty over which policies work
best in delivering health care that is safe, effective and provides a good
patient experience, and which quality-improvement strategies can help
deliver the best care at the least cost. OECD Reviews of Health Care Quality
seek to highlight and support the development of better policies to improve
quality in health care, to help ensure that the substantial resources devoted to
health are being used effectively in supporting people to live healthier lives.

In many ways, Sweden’s health and long-term care systems are regarded
as exemplars to be emulated across the OECD. Yet an ageing population,
increasing expectations of service users and diversification in how, where
and when care is delivered are testing these systems’ ability to continue
delivering high quality care. To meet this challenge, Sweden needs to
develop richer information systems, particularly by establishing a broader
range of quality indicators in the primary and community care sectors, and
explore ways of linking data from different sources to capture a more
comprehensive picture of the patterns of care for individuals. A clearer role
for central government is also needed, focusing on developing standards,
building the evidence base and sharing knowledge. Local governments are
the main providers of publically funded care: strengthening co-ordination
and integration across services, encouraging continued innovation in how
county councils and municipalities design and deliver services, and sharing
learning effectively will all be vital in securing high quality and
continuously improving care.
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