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Foreword

Since the revolution of 14 January 2011, the Tunisian people have 
embarked upon a new path towards more inclusive and fairer political, 
economic and social development, based on the rule of law, good 
governance, and transparency. The adoption of a roadmap of political 
reforms led to the election of a Constitutional Assembly in October of 2011, 
in charge of drafting a new constitution. The new government formed out of 
these elections has made the fight against corruption a national priority. A 
permanent governmental agency aimed at fighting corruption was 
established, and a minister in charge of governance and the fight against 
corruption was appointed to serve under the head of government in 
coordinating anti-corruption policies within the public sector. 

The Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 
has been committed to supporting the Tunisian people in this transition from 
the start. We have put the expertise and experience of all our member 
countries, especially in matters relating to the struggle against and 
prevention of corruption, at the disposition of the new Tunisia. With this 
objective in mind, and thanks to the financial assistance of the United 
Kingdom, a support project aiming at establishing an integrity framework 
was developed. This initial assessment of this public sector integrity 
framework constitutes part of this project. 

This study provides to the new authorities an overview of the full range 
of legislative measures and institutional mechanisms geared towards the 
prevention of corruption in Tunisia today. It focuses on public procurement, 
as it is currently one of the areas most susceptible to corruption. It also 
highlights certain high priority reforms that are still necessary in order to 
bring the whole public sector integrity framework, including in matters of 
procurement, in conformity with international best practices. 

The battle against corruption is a continuous effort requiring preventive 
measures, investigative procedures, and legal actions. Tunisia is only just 
beginning the campaign to reinforce the transparency and integrity of the 
public sector. The recent legislative reforms and institutional initiatives are 
promising. They nonetheless should be strengthened and supported over the 
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long term by sufficient means, as well as by specific measures enabling the 
prevention of public sector corruption. 

Effectively and visibly combating corruption and encouraging integrity 
in Tunisia will have a significant impact on the social and economic 
development of the country. The OECD stands ready to support the 
unfolding reform process and to join Tunisia in its transition towards a 
stronger, healthier, and more equitable economy. The Tunisian Revolution 
has revealed the scope of corruption during the Ben Ali era, when public 
resources were embezzled to serve personal interests to the detriment of 
Tunisia’s economic and social development. In January of 2011, the 
Tunisian people rose up against this nondemocratic system diseased by 
corruption and the supremacy of individual interests over the common good. 

Richard Boucher 
Deputy Secretary-General 

OECD 
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