
FOREWORD │ 3 
 

OECD REVIEWS OF PUBLIC HEALTH: JAPAN © OECD 2019 
  

Foreword 

This report is the second in the OECD’s series of reports reviewing public health policies 

across selected OECD countries. Health care systems across OECD are increasingly 

under pressure from social changes – including demographic changes and aging 

populations – and emerging new health challenges – from a growing burden of chronic 

disease, to re-emerging and new communicable diseases, or a growing burden of mental 

ill-health – which demand a strong public health response. The OECD Reviews of Public 

Health provide in-depth analysis and policy recommendations to strengthen priority areas 

of countries’ public health systems, highlighting best practice examples that allow 

learning from shared experiences, and the spreading of innovative approaches. 

In particular, this series of Reviews of Public Health builds on the OECD’s long-standing 

programme of work on the economics of public health, applying this extensive expertise 

to country-specific challenges. The OECD Reviews of Public Health are a tool to help 

countries to strengthen their national public health systems, and help countries to develop 

and implement innovative public health actions.  

This OECD Public Health Review of Japan seeks to assess the current scale of public 

health challenges, and efficacy of existing public health policies to respond to them, in 

Japan. In many respects Japan’s population is in strikingly good health compared to many 

OECD populations, with relatively low rates of risky health behaviour, the longest life 

expectancy in the OECD, and comprehensive primary and secondary disease prevention 

programmes. Nonetheless, Japan’s rapidly aging population means that the need to 

support healthy and disease-free lifestyles well into old age is greater than ever. This 

review recommends that Japan focus on a select number of priority interventions, 

especially when it comes to primary and secondary prevention, and takes steps to 

promote these across the country. In doing this, and across all public health policies, 

joined-up government, data-driven policies, and good citizen engagement will all be key.  



From:
OECD Reviews of Public Health: Japan
A Healthier Tomorrow

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264311602-en

Please cite this chapter as:

OECD (2019), “Foreword”, in OECD Reviews of Public Health: Japan: A Healthier Tomorrow, OECD
Publishing, Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264311602-1-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document and any map included herein are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the
delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area.

You can copy, download or print OECD content for your own use, and you can include excerpts from OECD publications,
databases and multimedia products in your own documents, presentations, blogs, websites and teaching materials, provided
that suitable acknowledgment of OECD as source and copyright owner is given. All requests for public or commercial use and
translation rights should be submitted to rights@oecd.org. Requests for permission to photocopy portions of this material for
public or commercial use shall be addressed directly to the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) at info@copyright.com or the
Centre français d’exploitation du droit de copie (CFC) at contact@cfcopies.com.

https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264311602-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264311602-1-en

	Foreword



