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Foreword 

This report is part of the OECD work on risk management in agriculture, complementing previous 
publications on Livestock Disease Policies: Building Bridges between Science and Economics (2013); 
Livestock Diseases: Prevention, Control and Compensation Schemes (2012); Managing Risk in 
Agriculture: Policy Assessment and Design (2011), as well as reports focussed on other areas of 
agricultural risk management, such as climate change and food security. 

This report examines the incentives for farmers to manage animal diseases and how government 
policy can align these incentives with public objectives related to such risks. It discusses the role of 
private producers and government in the prevention and control of animal diseases. It then examines the 
micro-economics of disease management decisions and draws on insights from behavioural economics 
to better understand the influences of personal and social factors on farmer behaviour. Collective action 
by farmers and industry is considered, as well as the role of other food chain participants. Country case 
studies for Australia, Chile and Korea conclude the examination. 

Olga Melyukhina is the main author of this report, with important contributions from Wonsup 
Yoon. Carmel Cahill and Frank van Tongeren provided guidance at the scoping phase of this work and 
reviewed progressive drafts. A consultant paper by Christopher Wolf from Michigan State University, 
Department of Agricultural, Food, and Resource Economics provided input, in particular to Chapter 2, 
Chapter 3 (Section 3.3), and Chapter 4 (Section 4.2 and Section 4.3). 

Special thanks are due to the governments of Australia, Chile and Korea for their support during 
the preparation of the country case studies. We also highly appreciate the financial contribution to this 
project by the Korean government. This work benefitted greatly from the reviews and comments by 
governments and experts from many other OECD countries, in particular Canada, Italy, France, 
Germany, Ireland, the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United States. Valuable advice and 
comments were received from the European Commission and its Joint Research Centre (Foresight, 
Behavioural Insights and Design for Policy Unit). We thank Mr. Alain Dehove from the World 
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) for helpful exchange at the scoping phase of this project. 

We are grateful to many colleagues in the OECD: Michael Ryan provided comments on the report, 
Lihan Wei and Christine Arriola contributed statistical work, and Martina Abderrahmane and 
Michèle Patterson ensured editorial and publication support. Martina Abderrahmane and Marina 
Giacalone-Belkadi also provided administrative assistance.  

This document was approved by the OECD Working Party on Agricultural Policies and Markets at 
its March 2017 session and prepared for publication by the OECD Secretariat. 
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