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Foreword

The first years of life lay the foundations for an individual’s future skills development and 
learning. As previous Starting Strong reports have shown, investments in high-quality early childhood 
education and care (ECEC) pay dividends in terms of children’s long-term learning and development. 
Many OECD countries recognise this, and have increased public spending on ECEC in recent years. 
However, a growing body of research suggests that the benefits can disappear during the first years 
of primary school if the transitions between ECEC and primary schooling are not well-prepared, or 
if continuity in quality is not ensured in primary education. 

For many children, the transition from the last period of early childhood education to the start 
of primary school is their first experience of a big cultural change – in the people surrounding them, 
the ways in which they interact, their number of peers, the types of activities they are engaged in, 
and their physical surroundings. A successful experience at this stage is likely to influence whether 
or not they can develop their full potential, and their ability to cope with future transitions. 

The political and social attention on transitions in early learning has increased over the past 
decade in many countries. This fifth report in the OECD’s Starting Strong series aims to build a 
consolidated international knowledge base on effective strategies and policies to ensure continuity 
in children’s learning and well-being environments between ECEC and primary education. It offers 
a state-of-the-art summary of the latest research and thinking on transitions, and draws on surveys 
of OECD and partner countries to establish where countries are in ensuring coherence in transition 
governance, professional continuity, curriculum and pedagogical continuity, and developmental 
continuity. The report concludes by drawing out six key cross-cutting policy pointers to guide and 
inspire policy makers aiming to ensure successful transitions in their countries or jurisdictions.

 The publication was drafted by the OECD Early Childhood Education and Care team in co-
operation with external consultants. The lead authors of the publication are: Miho Taguma 
(Chapters 1 and 6), Maria Huerta (Chapters 1 and 5), Arno Engel (Chapter 3) of the Directorate 
for Education and Skills and external consultants Ineke Litjens (Chapter 2) and Jenni Salminen 
(Chapter 4), with contributions by Victoria Liberatore (Chapter 3), and with peer reviews and support 
among the authors. 

Research assistance was provided by Anaïs Loizillon. Project support was provided by Mernie 
Graziotin. Other help in finalising this publication has been provided by Éric Charbonnier, Clara 
Barata, Guillaume Bousquey, Meral Gedik, Rachel Linden, Sophie Limoges, Fiona Hitchcliffe, Anne-
Lise Prigent and Margaret Simmons. Members of the OECD Network on Early Childhood Education 
and Care provided country information and data, and helped guide the development of this 
publication (see Annex B for a list of Network members who have contributed). 

Coordination was provided by Maria Huerta with overall guidance and support by Éric Charbonnier 
and Miho Taguma (project leader). Final review was provided by Andreas Schleicher, Montserrat 
Gomendio, Yuri Belfali, Noémie Le Donné, Pablo Fraser and Olivier Thévenon.
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International experts helped to review the chapters or glossary and provided valuable 
comments. Sandra Antulić (Croatia), Martine Broekhuizen (The Netherlands), Marion Burns 
(Scotland, United Kingdom), Alejandra Cortazar (Chile), Ludovica Gambaro (Germany), Kristoffer 
Halvorsrud (Norway), Hilde Higsnes (Norway), Bente Jensen (Denmark), Sharon Lynn Kagan 
(United States), Lynn Karoly (United States), Leslie Kopf-Johnson (Canada), Francisca Morales (Chile), 
Thomas Moser (Norway), Eunhye Park (Korea), Liz Paterson (Scotland, United Kingdom), Megan Sim 
(United Kingdom), Agnes Stancel-Piątak (Germany), Cristina Stringher (Italy), Fons van de Vijver 
(The Netherlands), Michel Vandenbroeck (Belgium), Jiaxiong Zhu (China) commented on the drafts, 
which were finalised by the lead authors. 

Information on the OECD Network on Early Childhood Education and Care is available at:  
www.oecd.org/edu/earlychildhood.

http://www.oecd.org/edu/earlychildhood
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