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Foreword 

Since 2001, when the latest round of agricultural trade negotiations formally begun, there have 
been significant developments in both agricultural markets and to the use agricultural policies 
worldwide. Shifts have been observed in the relative importance of production centres and in price 
paths for a number of agricultural commodities. Trading patterns have also been altered. At the same 
time, governments across the world have pursued a wide range of different policies. There have been 
changing levels and types of support provided to agriculture across different regions. Access to 
markets has also changed. All these influences suggest that the impacts on markets, economies and 
households of current agricultural policies are likely to have also changed and with it, the nature and 
source of the gains from less distorted agricultural markets.  

This book explores a range of different changes that have occurred in agricultural markets and 
policies since 2000. It then assesses the impacts of current policies in light of these changes and 
provides an update on the possible benefits that can flow if further multilateral reforms to agricultural 
markets are achieved. In doing so, this book aims to inform and assist policy makers and negotiators 
as they seek to progress multilateral trade negotiations.  

This book, and the research contained therein, was prepared by Jared Greenville, Dorothee Flaig 
and Hubertus Gay of the Trade and Agriculture Directorate of the OECD. In the preparation of the 
report, the authors are grateful for the comments received from Ken Ash, Carmel Cahill, 
Raphaël Beaujeu, Dalila Cervantes-Godoy, Emily Gray, Przemyslaw Kowalski, Andrzej Kwiecinski, 
James Messent, Frank van Tongeren and Trudy Witbreuk within the OECD Secretariat. 
Administrative and editorial support was provided by Anita Lari, Michèle Patterson, Graham Pilgrim 
and Janine Treves. The work also benefited from the input from delegations to the OECD’s the Joint 
Working Party on Agriculture and Trade. 

This document was declassified by the Joint Working Party on Agriculture and Trade in May 
2016. 
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