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Foreword

I_Iow’s Life? is part of the OECD Better Life Initiative, which aims to promote “better policies for
better lives”, in line with the OECD’s overarching mission. It is a statistical report released every
two years that documents a wide range of well-being outcomes, and how they vary over time,
between population groups, and across countries. This assessment is based on a multi-dimensional
framework covering 11 dimensions of well-being, and four different types of resources that help to
support well-being over time. Each issue also includes special chapters that provide an in-depth look
at specific aspects of well-being. The 2015 edition features a focus on child well-being, the role of
volunteering in well-being, and measuring well-being at the regional level.

The report was prepared by the Well-Being and Progress Unit of the OECD Statistics Directorate,
with contributions from the Social Policy Division of the Directorate for Employment, Labour and
Social Affairs (Chapter 4), and the Regional Development Policy Division of the Public Governance and
Territorial Development Directorate (Chapter 6). Several other OECD Directorates also contributed to
the data in this report; all are kindly acknowledged for their contributions and advice.

Lead authors for each of the chapters were: Carlotta Balestra (Chapter 5); Monica Brezzi and Paolo
Veneri (Chapter 6); Carrie Exton (Chapters 1, 2 and 3); and Dominic Richardson and Clara Welteke
(Chapter 4). Elena Tosetto is gratefully acknowledged for providing extensive statistical support and
research assistance, particularly in relation to Chapters 2 and 3. Anne-Charlotte Boughalem and
Eric Gonnard are also gratefully acknowledged for research and statistical assistance on Chapters 3
and 6 respectively. Carrie Exton led the project, which was supervised and edited by Romina Boarini,
Marco Mira d’Ercole, and Martine Durand. Martine Zaida is the communications coordinator for
How’s Life?, and has provided essential support throughout. Sophia Schneidewind is gratefully
acknowledged for her work in preparing the country notes that accompany this publication. Willem
Adema, Rolf Alter, Joaquim Oliveira Martins, Monika Quiesser, Paul Schreyer, Peter van de Ven and
the OECD Health Division are kindly acknowledged for their comments on drafts of various chapters.
Sue Kendall-Bilicki, Vincent Finat-Duclos and Patrick Hamm provided editorial support throughout.
All are gratefully acknowledged for their valuable assistance, as well as many others who worked
behind the scenes to help deliver the book.

Finally, the report has benefited from helpful comments on early drafts provided by national
delegates to the OECD Committee on Statistics and Statistical Policy (all chapters), as well as the
Working Party on Social Policy (Chapter 4) and the Working Party on Territorial Indicators (Chapter 6).
Their contributions and advice are also kindly acknowledged.
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This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document and any map included herein are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the
delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area.

You can copy, download or print OECD content for your own use, and you can include excerpts from OECD publications,
databases and multimedia products in your own documents, presentations, blogs, websites and teaching materials, provided
that suitable acknowledgment of OECD as source and copyright owner is given. All requests for public or commercial use and
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