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Foreword

Innovation, Agricultural Productivity and Sustainability in Brazil is part of the OECD
Food and Agricultural Reviews series. It was undertaken at the request of the Brazilian
authorities, represented by the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food.

The report examines Brazil’s policy conditions surrounding business and allowing
innovation in the agriculture and food sectors for increased productivity and environmental
sustainability. It starts with an overview of the food and agriculture sector and outlines
development challenges and opportunities (Chapter 2). A wide range of policies which
influence incentives for innovation are then examined: economic stability, governance and
trust in institutions (Chapter 3); a favourable and predictable environment for investment
(Chapter 4); capacities and public services enabling business development (Chapter 5);
agricultural policy (Chapter 6) and the operation of the agricultural innovation system
(Chapter 7).

Country policies are analysed following a framework developed by the OECD as part of
its work on agricultural innovation and in response to a request from the G20 in 2012 under
the Presidency of Mexico, although all aspects may not be fully covered. In this first test
phase, the framework has also been applied to Australia and Canada. Additional countries will
be studied in subsequent work and the framework is being continuously revised and
improved, in particular to reinforce the coverage of sustainability and structural adjustment
issues

This review was prepared by Olga Melyukhina and Catherine Moreddu. Lihan Wei and
Christine Arriola provided statistical support. Héléne Dernis from STI and Douglas Lippoldt,
formally of the OECD, provided data and expertise on intellectual property protection.
Martina Abderrahmane provided editorial assistance and Michele Patterson editorial and
publication support. It benefitted from comments by Ken Ash and Frank Van Tongeren, and
Jens Arnold from the OECD Economics Department

The report draws on Brazil’s responses to the innovation framework questionnaire and
other information provided by the Brazilian government, complemented by a consultants’
report on Brazilian agricultural innovation system by Elisio Contini and Antonio Flavio Dias
Avila from the Brazilian Enterprise for Agricultural Research (EMBRAPA). The report also
draws on OECD analysis in other economic and social policy fields, and uses cross-country
indicators from the OECD (for example Product Market Regulation, Education, Foreign
Direct Investment, Taxation, Science, Technology and Innovation indicators) and other
international institutions, such as the World Bank Group and the World Economic Forum
(notably the World Economic Forum's Global Competitiveness Indicators).

This work benefited greatly from co-operation with Brazilian government. We would like
to thank Roberto Doring Pinho da Silva from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Antonio
Luiz Machado de Moraes from the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food for their
continuous support to this project. We are also grateful for the most useful feedback from the
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food (MAPA), Ministry of Agrarian Development
(MAD), Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation (MCTI), EMBRAPA, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MRE), the National Council for Scientific and Technological Development
(CNPQ), the Funding Authority for Studies and Projects (FINEP), and the National Bank for
Economic and Social Development (BNDES) whose experts participated in the
videoconferences organised to discuss the draft of this Review.

This report was declassified by the Working Party on Agricultural Policies and Markets in
November 2014.
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