
FOREWORD – 3

COMMERCIALISING PUBLIC RESEARCH: NEW TRENDS AND STRATEGIES © OECD 2013 

Foreword 

Public research is the source of many of today’s technologies. Public research 
institutions (PRIs) and universities are also a breeding ground for entrepreneurial 
ventures, from biotech start-ups to student start-ups such as those that led to Internet 
giants like Google. Today, globalisation, greater openness in accessing research data, and 
new forms of financing such as crowd funding for research are changing the way 
institutions promote the transfer and commercialisation of public research results. This 
report presents new trends and policies for the transfer and commercialisation of public 
research in OECD countries and regions, including Australia, Canada, the European 
Union and the United States. 

The report was carried out under the auspices of the OECD’s Working Party on 
Innovation and Technology Policy (TIP) of the Committee for Scientific and Techno-
logical Policy (CSTP). It draws on a review of the literature and quantitative indicators as 
well as a survey of government policies and programmes. National governments sub-
mitted case studies of government and institutional approaches. The report also draws on 
the contributions from experts and discussion at four thematic events: the TIP-OECD 
Thematic Workshop on Knowledge Networks and Markets held on 15 June 2011; the TIP 
Thematic Workshop on Financing R&D and Innovation in the Current Macroeconomic
Context held on 7 December 2011; a joint TIP-RHIR (Working Party on Research Insti-
tutions and Human Resources) Expert Workshop on Knowledge Transfer, Exploitation 
and Commercialisation held on 5 October 2012; and a joint EPO-OECD-TUM (European 
Patent Office and the Technical University of Munich) conference on Creating Markets 
from Research Results held on 6-7 May 2013.  

This report has been drafted by members of the Secretariat, principally by Daniel 
Kupka, with original contributions from Mario Cervantes, Jin Joo Ham and Ester Basri. 
Mario Cervantes provided overall supervision and co-ordination for the activity under the 
guidance of Dominique Guellec.  

Country contributions to the case studies and to the project in general were provided 
by: Jean-Francois Dionne and Daniel Dufour (Canada); Alena Blažková and Alexandra 
Hrade ná (Czech Republic); Mu Rongping (China); Kirsti Vilén, Kai Husso and 
Christopher Palmberg (Finland); Knut Blind and Oliver Rohde (Germany); Ilan Peled 
(Israel); Yoji Ueda and Kazuyuki Motohashi (Japan); Myung-Jin Lee (Korea); Dirk 
Meissner and Stanislav Zaichenko (Russian Federation); and Jerry Sheehan (United 
States). The project benefitted from voluntary contributions from Canada and Japan, 
which are gratefully acknowledged. 

The Committee for Scientific and Technological Policy (CSTP) agreed to declassify 
the document by written procedure following the March 2013 meeting. This process was 
completed by May 2013.  
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