FOREWORD — 3

Foreword

The OECD report on Regulatory Quality in Middle East and North
African (MENA) Countries is the first progress report that assesses the
implementation of OECD regulatory policy principles in the MENA region.
Regulatory policy in the MENA region is an increasing priority as part of
the process of building better governance for encouraging and enabling
sustainable development, competitiveness and inclusive growth. The report
provides recommendations to MENA countries to improve their regulatory
capacities to deliver better policy outcomes.

The report is joint work of the Regulatory Policy Committee and the
MENA-OECD policy dialogue on the implementation of regulatory policy
within the region (Working Group IV of the MENA-OECD Governance
Programme, Public Governance and Territorial Development Directorate
(GOV), OECD). The report provides an analysis based on country
questionnaires, interviews, MENA-OECD reports and research in addition
to comparative analysis given the experience of OECD countries. The
countries that participated in this report are Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan,
Lebanon, Mauritania, Morocco, the Palestinian Authority and Tunisia.

In 2009, the Regional Charter for Regulatory Quality (“the Charter”)
provided a common framework of principles and good practice for
regulatory management in countries of the MENA region. This Charter is
based on the OECD 1995 Checklist for Regulatory Decision Making and the
OECD 2005 Guiding Principles for Regulatory Quality and Performance.
The 2012 OECD Policy Recommendations of the Council on Regulatory
Policy and Governance (“the Recommendation”) is the first comprehensive
international statement on regulatory policy. The Recommendation provides
governments with clear and timely guidance on the principles, mechanisms
and institutions required to improve the design, enforcement and review of
their regulatory framework to the highest standards. The 2009 Charter and
2012 Recommendation constitute a common framework for the design and
implementation of an effective and high-quality regulatory reform policy.

REGULATORY REFORM IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA © OECD 2013



4 _ FOREWORD

This report reflects on regulatory governance in the MENA region
which is an important part of the overall governance arrangements that are
being enhanced or created to contribute towards sustainable development
and inclusive growth. The report provides recommendations for enhancing
the regulatory quality within MENA countries and assesses progress in the
implementation of good regulatory practice principles.

The report points out that the progress made by countries under review
in regulatory reform is considerable. However, it also demonstrates that
regulatory policy is still relatively new within the region and therefore
implementing core regulatory policy priorities can be more appropriate than
implementing a sophisticated regulatory policy agenda.

The report provides recommendations to countries, especially those in
transition, to help them build a better regulatory environment to support
sustainable development and equitable growth whilst ensuring public
participation and accountability. The report also recognises the diversity of
contexts across MENA and therefore recommends that more detailed and
tailored analysis through individual country reviews be conducted to assist
in the specific challenges faced by each country.

The report consists of four chapters. The first chapter serves as a basis
for understanding the importance and relevance of regulatory policy for the
region. The second chapter sets out the OECD framework for good
regulatory practices as outlined in the 2009 Charter and 2012
Recommendation. The third chapter looks at the current status of regulatory
practices in certain MENA countries (Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon,
Mauritania, Morocco, the Palestinian Authority and Tunisia). It examines
progress made with regard to i) core policies; ii) systems, processes and
tools; and iii) actors, institutions and capacities highlighting positive aspects
as well as limitations and areas that require improvement in relation to the
2009 Charter and 2012 Recommendations. The report concludes with
recommendations for sustaining regulatory policy and governance reforms
in the region to build on what has already been achieved.

REGULATORY REFORM IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA © OECD 2013



From:
) T, Regulatory Reform in the Middle East and North
uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu Africa
Implementing Regulatory Policy Principles to Foster Inclusive
Growth

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264204553-en

@) OECD

Please cite this chapter as:

OECD (2013), “Foreword”, in Regulatory Reform in the Middle East and North Africa: Implementing
Regulatory Policy Principles to Foster Inclusive Growth, OECD Publishing, Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264204553-1-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document and any map included herein are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the
delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area.

You can copy, download or print OECD content for your own use, and you can include excerpts from OECD publications,
databases and multimedia products in your own documents, presentations, blogs, websites and teaching materials, provided
that suitable acknowledgment of OECD as source and copyright owner is given. All requests for public or commercial use and
translation rights should be submitted to rights@oecd.org. Requests for permission to photocopy portions of this material for
public or commercial use shall be addressed directly to the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) at info@copyright.com or the
Centre frangais d’exploitation du droit de copie (CFC) at contact@cfcopies.com.

&) OECD


https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264204553-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264204553-1-en

	Foreword

