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Foreword

The purpose of the study is to analyse and evaluate the Food, Conservation, and Energy

Act of 2008, in the context of the developments in US agricultural policy that have taken

place since 1985. The study will cover five Farm Bills: the Food Security Act of 1985

(1985 Farm Act); the Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (1990 Farm Act);

the Federal Agriculture Improvement and Reform Act of 1996 (1996 Farm Act); the Farm

Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (2002 Farm Act); and the Food, Conservation and

Energy Act (2008 Farm Act).

The author of the report is Dimitris Diakosavvas, of the Directorate for Trade and

Agriculture. The study benefited from contributions from Roger Martini, for the PEM

analysis and Scott Pellow, for the Aglink analysis. Editorial assistance was provided by

Theresa Poincet. Françoise Bénicourt and Theresa Poincet provided secretarial support and

prepared the report for publication.
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