
4  DEVELOPMENT CO-OPERATION REPORT 2019: A FAIRER, GREENER, SAFER TOMORROW © OECD 2019

The annual Development Co-operation Report 
brings new evidence, analysis and ideas on 
sustainable development to members of the 
OECD Development Assistance Committee 
(DAC) and the international community more 
broadly. The objectives are to promote best 
practices and innovation in development 
co-operation and to inform and shape policy 
reform and behaviour change to realise better 
lives and the sustainable development goals 
for all. Each year, the report analyses a policy 
issue that is timely, relevant or challenging 
for development co-operation policy and 
finance. It also includes annual “development 
co-operation at a glance” data for over 80 
providers of development co-operation 
including members of the OECD, the DAC, 
other countries and philanthropic foundations.

This 57th edition is intended to align 
development co-operation with today’s most 
urgent global priorities, from the rising threat 
of climate change to the flagging response 
to the Sustainable Development Goals and 
the 2030 Agenda. The report provides OECD 
members and other development actors with 
evidence, analysis and examples that will 
help them to reinvigorate public and political 
debates at home and build momentum for 
the global solutions that today’s challenges 
demand.

The OECD Development Co-operation 
Directorate decided to produce a different 
report compared to previous editions in 
response to requests from member states 
to tell a more comprehensive story about 

development co-operation today – why it 
matters, what it achieves, and how and what 
it can do better. We were challenged to tell 
a story that will reach new audiences such 
as the passionate activists of all ages – and 
especially youth – who are demanding 
action for a better tomorrow. Building on the 
analysis, evidence and recommendations 
from a series of reports the Directorate 
published in 2019, this Development 
Co-operation Report reviews progress towards 
sustainable development and concludes with 
recommendations to bring the full capacities 
and resources of the development system to 
bear on the immense challenges of our time.

The report comprises two chapters. 
The first chapter tells an upbeat story, 
packed with evidence and examples, about 
development co-operation today. It makes 
the case for a change of course that features 
a new narrative and more tangible action. 
The second chapter contains one-page 
infographics that provide an overview of 
emerging trends and insights regarding 
official development finance and presents 
individual profiles with key data and policy 
priorities of official and philanthropic 
providers of aid, official development 
assistance and development finance.

The full report is published in English 
and French and in the form of multilingual 
summaries. An electronic version, together 
with other supporting material, is available 
on line at https://www.oecd.org/dac/
development-cooperation-report/.

Foreword

https://www.oecd.org/dac/development-cooperation-report/
https://www.oecd.org/dac/development-cooperation-report/


  DEVELOPMENT CO-OPERATION REPORT 2019: A FAIRER, GREENER, SAFER TOMORROW © OECD 2019 5

Acknowledgements

The 2019 edition of the OECD Development 
Co-operation Report was prepared under 
the overall leadership of Jorge Moreira da 
Silva, Director of the OECD Development 
Co-operation Directorate (DCD). Rahul 
Malhotra, Head of the Review, Results, 
Evaluation and Development Innovation 
Division, DCD, provided strategic guidance 
and oversight. Ida Mc Donnell is the team 
lead, manager and substantive editor of the 
report. The report is produced by a dedicated 
and productive team – thanks to Stacey 
Bradbury, Sara Casadevall Belles, Claudio 
Cerabino, Stephanie Coic, Jason Essomba, 
Sofia Galanek, Katia Grosheva, Samuel Pleeck 
and Jessica Voorhees.

The Chair of the OECD Development 
Assistance Committee, Susanna Moorehead, 
provided strategic guidance, insights and 
advice. Members of the DAC contributed to 
and shaped the overall concept for the report 
at a special informal meeting dedicated to the 
report in May 2019.

Chapter 1 was co-authored by Ida Mc 
Donnell and Justin Cremer, with excellent 
research assistance and substantive input 
from Samuel Pleeck. A DCD-wide team 
of experts and colleagues in their teams 
and divisions helped to co-create this 
year’s development co-operation story. 
Special thanks go to Rahul Malhotra for his 
moderation and leadership of this team 
and to colleagues (in alphabetical order) 
Eric Bensel, Olivier Cattaneo, Ana Fernandes, 
Mags Gaynor, Samer Hachem, Hanna-Mari 
Kilpeläinen, Rachel Scott and Henri-Bernard 
Solignac Lecomte, as well as to DCD’s senior 
management team.

To develop the narrative in an inclusive way, 
the team organised several consultations 
in the form of physical meetings, webinars, 
phone calls, and surveys with key partners 
from civil society, think tanks and developing 
countries. Many thanks to everyone who 
bought into the project objectives and 
contributed constructively to achieving them. 
Hoping not to forget anyone, contributors 
included Andrea Ordonez and respondents to 
the survey with Southern Voice: Vaqar Ahmed, 
Lorena Alcázar, Bitrina Diyamett, Blandina 
Kiama, Paschal Mihyo, Partha Mukhopadhyay, 
Rani Mullen, Mustafizur Rahman, Seydina 
O Sene and Victor Ignacio Vasquez Aranda. 
Thanks go to participants to webinars and 
meetings, and for providing evidence: Yasmin 
Ahmad, Catherine Anderson, Lars Andreas, 
Thomas Boehler, Emily Bosch, Rachael Calleja, 
Juan Casado Asensio, Duncan Cass-Beggs, 
Mario Cervantes, Hannah Cole, Carolyn 
Culey, Harsh Desai, Mariella Di Ciommo, 
Amy Dodd, Jason Gagnon, Daniel Giorev, 
Jonathan Glennie, Nilima Gulrajani, Sarah 
Harcourt, Tomas Hos, Johannes Jütting, Kumi 
Kitamori, Paige Kirby, Caitlin McKee, Rachel 
Morris, François Pacquement, Nadine Piefer-
Söyler, Jan Rielander, Alexandra Rosén, Julie 
Seghers, Zuzana Sladkova, Amy Taylor and 
Betzy Turnold. Thanks also go to the interns 
at DCD who shared youth perspectives: 
Alberto Agnelli, Rachel Brock, Jarrett Dutra, 
Erik Forsberg, Sofia Vargas Lozada and 
Maria Villena Cardich. Sincere thanks as well 
to peer reviewers Tamsyn Barton, Pádraig 
Carmody, Doug Frantz, Jennifer van Heerde-
Hudson, David Hudson, Mark Tran and 
Felix Zimmermann.



6  DEVELOPMENT CO-OPERATION REPORT 2019: A FAIRER, GREENER, SAFER TOMORROW © OECD 2019

Thanks to Susan Sachs for copy-editing  
and Jennifer Allain for proofreading. Cover 
design and infographics are by Stephanie 
Coic. Thanks also to the creative and artistic 
team at RIDG: We Build Better Innovators –  
Joran Slane Oppelt, Geoff Nelson and  
Diana Flores who created the visualisation  
of the development co-operation system  
as an anthill. The French version of the report 
was translated by the OECD Translation 
Division, under the supervision of Florence 
Burloux-Mader and proofread by Sophie 
Alibert. 

The OECD Public Affairs and 
Communication Directorate produced the 

publication. Special thanks are due to Janine 
Treves, Audrey Garrigoux, Florence Guérinot, 
Claudia Tromboni and Jonathan Dayot. 
Thanks also to Erin Renner Cordell and James 
Purcell for editorial and communication 
support, and to Sylvie Walter and Virginie 
Buschini for administrative and management 
support. 

The OECD would like to thank all DAC 
members and the providers of development 
co-operation beyond the DAC membership 
for fact-checking the digital webbook “Profiles 
of providers of development co-operation” 
earlier in the year, which are synthesised in 
infographics in this report.



From:
Development Co-operation Report 2019
A Fairer, Greener, Safer Tomorrow

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/9a58c83f-en

Please cite this chapter as:

OECD (2019), “Foreword”, in Development Co-operation Report 2019: A Fairer, Greener, Safer Tomorrow,
OECD Publishing, Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/636df241-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document, as well as any data and map included herein, are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any
territory, to the delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area. Extracts from
publications may be subject to additional disclaimers, which are set out in the complete version of the publication, available at
the link provided.

The use of this work, whether digital or print, is governed by the Terms and Conditions to be found at
http://www.oecd.org/termsandconditions.

https://doi.org/10.1787/9a58c83f-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/636df241-en
http://www.oecd.org/termsandconditions

	Foreword
	Acknowledgements




