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Foreword 

This study is the result of a period of more than two years of collaboration between the 

OECD, the Development Bank of Latin America (CAF), and the Latin American and 

Caribbean Economic System (SELA), in response to strong demand from policy makers in 

the Latin American and Caribbean region for assistance in better leveraging SME policy as 

a tool for sustainable economic development. 

Beginning in 2015, SELA approached the OECD with a proposal for adapting the 

Organisation’s SME Policy Index methodology to the regional context. The SME Policy 

Index is an analytical tool developed by the OECD, in co-operation with international 

partners, to map SME policies and programmes and to assess alignment with good practice 

over time. It was developed for application in emerging economies within the context of 

the Organisation’s Global Relations programmes. Since its first application in 2007, it has 

been used in 32 economies and various emerging regions of the world, including the Middle 

East and North Africa (MENA) region, Southeast Europe and Turkey, the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), and Eastern Europe and Central Asia (Eurasia). 

While all these assessments share a common methodology, each regional application is 

adapted to reflect the regional priorities of the economies in question in order to anchor the 

assessment to the regional policy debate. Thus, the OECD and SELA organised two 

regional meetings during 2016 to develop the particular LAC assessment framework 

priorities and identify specific countries and/or sub-regional groups interested in 

undergoing the assessment process. Following these meetings, letters of interest were 

received from relevant ministerial authorities in Argentina, Ecuador and Uruguay, as well 

as the Pro Tempore Presidency of the Pacific Alliance under Chile, expressing interest in 

engaging in the first application of the SME Policy Index in the region, and leading to the 

launch of this particular study. Since this time, further letters of interest have been received 

from various Central American countries, and the OECD looks forward to identifying 

future opportunities, in continued collaboration with regional partners, to respond to this 

demand. 

This project is an output of the OECD Regional Programme for Latin America and the 

Caribbean, which, building on the Organisation’s longstanding partnership and dialogue 

with the region, was launched in 2016 to support the region in advancing its reform agenda 

along the three key regional priorities of increasing productivity, advancing social 

inclusion, and strengthening institutions and governance. It is a good example of OECD 

working methods, leveraging the production of comparable statistics, policy assessment, 

policy dialogue and policy advice, as well as the Programme’s commitment to work hand 

in hand with regional partners and facilitate broader participation of Latin American 

countries in OECD work and their access to OECD expertise. During its first three years 

of existence, the Programme, though projects like these, has allowed for a systematic and 

mutually beneficial dialogue among OECD and Latin American countries, bringing the 

region’s policy perspectives to the work of the Organisation.  



From:
Latin America and the Caribbean 2019
Policies for Competitive SMEs in the Pacific Alliance and
Participating South American countries

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/d9e1e5f0-en

Please cite this chapter as:

OECD/CAF Development Bank of Latin America (2019), “Foreword”, in Latin America and the Caribbean
2019: Policies for Competitive SMEs in the Pacific Alliance and Participating South American countries,
OECD Publishing, Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/75b309ed-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document and any map included herein are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the
delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area.

You can copy, download or print OECD content for your own use, and you can include excerpts from OECD publications,
databases and multimedia products in your own documents, presentations, blogs, websites and teaching materials, provided
that suitable acknowledgment of OECD as source and copyright owner is given. All requests for public or commercial use and
translation rights should be submitted to rights@oecd.org. Requests for permission to photocopy portions of this material for
public or commercial use shall be addressed directly to the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) at info@copyright.com or the
Centre français d’exploitation du droit de copie (CFC) at contact@cfcopies.com.

https://doi.org/10.1787/d9e1e5f0-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/75b309ed-en

	Foreword



