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Foreword

URBANISATION AND CONFLICTS IN NORTH AND WEST AFRICA @ OECD 2023

In 2020, the SWAC/OECD Secretariat intro-
duced a new way of analysing the geography of 

conflicts in North and West Africa, based on the 
Spatial Conflict Dynamics indicator (SCDi). This 
indicator allows us to understand the intensity 
and concentration of violence at different levels 
and to map its evolution over the past quarter of 
a century. The indicator is currently available on 
the MAPTA platform (https://mapping-africa- trans-https://mapping-africa- trans-

formations.orgformations.org).
In 2021, conflict networks were the focus of 

analysis which found that hundreds of armed 
groups are as unpredictable in their relationships 
with one another as they are in their movements 
across the region. This partly explains the diffi-
culties faced by national and international armed 
forces in fighting them.

In 2022, the focus was on providing a better 
understanding of the links between borders 
and violence. Indeed, our indicator confirms 
that border areas and their inhabitants are 

proportionally more affected by violence than 
other parts of the region. For armed groups, the 
border is an opportunity or a resource; for gov-
ernments and their allies, it is too often a limita-
tion and sometimes a constraint.

In 2023, this report questions the urban 
or rural nature of the conflicts that continue 
to engulf parts of the region. If, as the work of 
SWAC/OECD shows, Africa is experiencing 
urbanisation at an unprecedented rate, are we 
witnessing an "urbanisation" of conflicts?

There is not one, but several answers to this 
question, depending on whether we look at it 
from a regional, zonal (the Sahel, for example), 
national or local perspective. It also depends on 
the period of analysis. 

The indicator of the spatial dynamics of con-
flicts gives us the means to understand this plu-
rality. It invites us to nuance policy options in the 
light of the complex realities and dynamics of the 
geography of conflicts.

 

Foreword

Laurent Bossard

Director

Sahel and West Africa Club Secretariat (SWAC/OECD)

https://mapping-africa-%E2%80%8Btransformations.org
https://mapping-africa-%E2%80%8Btransformations.org


From:
Urbanisation and Conflicts in North and West
Africa

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/3fc68183-en

Please cite this chapter as:

OECD/Sahel and West Africa Club (2023), “Foreword”, in Urbanisation and Conflicts in North and West
Africa, OECD Publishing, Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/dee89e46-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document, as well as any data and map included herein, are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any
territory, to the delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area. Extracts from
publications may be subject to additional disclaimers, which are set out in the complete version of the publication, available at
the link provided.

The use of this work, whether digital or print, is governed by the Terms and Conditions to be found at
http://www.oecd.org/termsandconditions.

https://doi.org/10.1787/3fc68183-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/dee89e46-en
http://www.oecd.org/termsandconditions

	Foreword



