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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 16.9 18.6 19.0 19.0 18.4 19.2 20.3 20.3 20.7

Austria 4.1 4.8 5.1 5.1 3.5 4.0 4.3 4.6 2.7

Belgium 20.2 20.9 20.9 20.9 21.0 21.0 20.5 19.5 19.3

Canada 18.0 17.2 16.3 16.3 16.4 15.4 14.2 14.2 14.2

Czech Republic 8.4 8.4 8.4 8.4 8.3 8.2 8.5 8.7 9.1

Denmark 31.6 29.4 28.6 28.6 27.7 28.0 27.4 27.4 27.0

Finland 23.6 22.0 20.3 20.3 20.5 19.7 19.2 18.8 17.9

France 4.3 9.7 10.1 10.1 8.8 7.4 6.8 6.8 6.6

Germany 15.4 15.4 15.2 15.2 15.0 13.8 14.0 14.4 13.2

Greece 0.7 1.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Hungary 10.5 10.1 12.4 12.4 14.4 14.8 11.3 5.4 5.5

Iceland 11.7 15.0 15.4 15.4 16.6 17.5 18.8 19.3 19.7

Ireland 17.1 14.7 12.4 12.4 11.1 8.0 7.2 6.6 5.9

Italy 14.4 15.8 15.8 15.8 14.8 14.3 14.7 12.8 13.2

Japan 5.6 4.8 5.1 5.1 5.2 5.2 4.7 4.9 4.9

Korea 0.7 0.3 0.8 0.8 1.0 1.0 0.8 0.9 0.9

Luxembourg 7.3 5.9 6.3 6.3 6.8 5.0 3.4 3.6 3.8

Mexico -6.2 -6.2 -6.2 -6.2 -5.4 -4.8 -4.1 -3.7 -3.5

Netherlands 4.8 6.5 5.1 5.1 4.9 3.5 3.6 2.8 2.7

New Zealand 20.7 19.0 18.6 18.6 18.7 18.8 18.9 18.9 19.0

Norway 18.3 18.4 18.3 18.3 18.0 17.6 17.5 17.4 17.4

Poland1 16.5 14.2 5.2 5.2 5.2 4.4 4.6 4.5 4.6

Portugal 3.1 3.2 2.7 2.7 2.9 1.7 1.8 1.9 1.9

Slovak Republic - - - - 3.8 4.9 4.5 4.8 3.7

Spain 7.9 8.6 5.5 5.5 5.9 6.7 7.5 6.0 7.0

Sweden 26.6 25.6 24.8 24.8 23.5 22.3 21.0 21.4 21.6

Switzerland 7.7 7.4 7.3 7.3 7.0 7.0 7.0 6.8 6.9

Turkey 20.9 21.6 12.7 12.7 13.2 13.7 13.9 13.4 14.3

United Kingdom 14.0 13.6 12.9 12.9 12.6 12.3 12.4 12.6 12.8

United States 16.1 16.0 16.1 16.1 15.9 14.2 14.1 13.9 14.1

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.1a. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income Tax as a % of gross earnings

Single persons without children at 67% of average earnings
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 18.6 19.4 20.1 20.5 18.4 19.2 20.3 20.3 20.7

Austria 22.2 22.4 22.9 23.2 21.6 22.1 22.3 22.7 20.7

Belgium 33.3 33.6 33.9 33.9 34.1 34.0 33.6 32.6 32.3

Canada 23.3 23.1 22.6 21.8 22.2 21.3 19.1 19.3 19.8

Czech Republic 20.9 21.0 20.9 20.9 20.8 20.7 21.0 21.2 21.6

Denmark 41.3 41.4 40.0 40.8 40.8 40.0 39.3 39.3 38.9

Finland 31.2 29.8 29.5 27.6 27.5 26.2 25.2 24.8 23.9

France 23.2 23.9 22.9 23.5 22.2 20.9 20.0 20.4 20.2

Germany 35.6 36.7 36.5 36.0 35.5 34.3 34.6 35.4 34.0

Greece 16.6 16.8 17.0 15.9 15.9 15.9 15.9 16.0 16.0

Hungary 22.0 22.2 21.6 24.9 26.9 27.3 23.8 17.9 19.0

Iceland 12.1 12.6 15.3 15.7 16.8 17.7 19.1 19.6 20.0

Ireland 20.2 18.5 16.9 14.8 11.1 10.3 9.6 9.1 8.5

Italy 24.3 25.1 25.0 25.0 23.9 23.5 23.8 22.0 22.4

Japan 12.6 13.6 11.8 15.1 15.2 15.2 18.3 16.5 16.5

Korea 3.0 4.3 5.1 7.5 7.7 7.7 7.5 7.9 7.9

Luxembourg 19.8 20.3 19.0 20.0 20.8 18.9 17.1 17.3 17.5

Mexico -0.9 -4.4 -3.8 -5.0 -4.2 -3.5 -2.9 -2.4 -2.2

Netherlands 35.0 34.7 30.1 31.0 31.2 26.7 26.9 28.1 27.9

New Zealand 20.7 20.3 19.0 18.6 18.7 18.8 18.9 18.9 19.0

Norway 26.1 26.1 26.2 26.1 25.8 25.4 25.3 25.2 25.2

Poland1 16.5 15.3 14.2 30.0 30.0 29.4 29.6 29.7 30.0

Portugal 14.1 14.3 14.2 13.7 13.9 12.7 12.8 12.9 12.9

Slovak Republic - - - - 16.6 17.7 17.3 17.6 17.1

Spain 14.3 14.7 15.0 11.9 12.3 13.0 13.8 12.4 13.3

Sweden 31.6 32.4 32.6 31.7 30.5 29.3 28.0 28.4 28.6

Switzerland 19.2 18.9 18.9 18.8 18.5 18.5 18.5 18.1 18.0

Turkey 32.6 34.5 33.5 24.1 27.2 29.7 28.9 28.4 29.3

United Kingdom 21.7 21.3 21.3 20.0 19.4 18.7 18.8 19.8 20.1

United States 23.8 23.8 23.7 23.8 23.5 21.9 21.8 21.6 21.7

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.1b. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income tax plus employee contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

Single persons without children at 67% of average earnings
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 18.6 19.4 20.1 20.5 18.4 19.2 24.8 24.8 25.2

Austria 37.4 41.1 41.5 41.6 40.1 39.7 39.9 40.2 38.6

Belgium 50.5 49.5 51.1 51.0 49.9 49.1 48.5 47.6 46.9

Canada 27.9 27.9 27.3 26.6 27.1 26.4 27.3 27.5 27.8

Czech Republic 41.4 41.5 41.4 41.4 41.4 41.3 41.5 41.7 41.9

Denmark 41.3 41.7 40.4 41.3 41.2 40.6 39.9 39.8 39.4

Finland 45.3 44.2 44.0 42.6 42.5 41.0 40.2 39.3 38.6

France 44.3 41.6 39.4 40.3 39.6 38.4 37.6 34.1 32.5

Germany 46.5 47.7 47.5 47.0 46.5 45.5 45.8 46.6 45.4

Greece 34.9 35.0 35.1 34.3 34.3 34.3 34.3 34.4 34.4

Hungary 46.8 47.8 47.4 48.2 46.2 45.8 46.0 40.9 41.5

Iceland 15.2 15.9 18.8 19.6 20.6 21.8 23.1 23.9 24.4

Ireland 26.5 24.9 23.4 21.5 18.1 17.3 16.7 16.2 15.6

Italy 48.3 48.8 44.4 44.1 43.3 42.8 42.8 41.4 41.7

Japan 18.4 19.4 17.7 23.1 23.1 23.2 29.0 25.9 25.8

Korea 5.2 11.2 13.5 14.9 15.2 15.1 14.9 15.1 15.3

Luxembourg 29.1 29.7 28.9 29.5 30.4 28.8 27.1 27.2 27.5

Mexico 20.5 17.3 17.6 9.3 9.9 9.2 11.3 12.3 10.6

Netherlands 39.3 38.8 39.2 40.2 40.6 36.8 37.1 38.0 38.1

New Zealand 20.7 20.3 19.0 18.6 18.7 18.8 18.9 18.9 19.0

Norway 34.4 34.3 34.5 34.4 34.2 33.8 33.8 33.7 33.8

Poland1 43.6 42.9 42.1 41.9 41.9 41.4 41.6 41.6 41.9

Portugal 30.6 30.8 30.7 30.2 30.4 29.5 29.6 29.6 29.6

Slovak Republic - - - - 39.5 40.4 40.1 40.3 38.8

Spain 34.4 34.8 35.1 32.6 32.8 33.4 34.0 32.9 33.6

Sweden 48.6 49.2 49.3 48.7 47.7 46.8 45.8 46.1 46.2

Switzerland 27.6 27.3 27.3 27.2 27.0 26.9 26.9 26.4 26.1

Turkey 42.1 45.0 43.0 34.5 39.1 42.6 41.5 41.0 41.8

United Kingdom 26.8 28.4 28.5 25.8 25.3 24.5 24.5 26.0 26.4

United States 29.2 29.2 29.1 29.2 29.0 27.4 27.3 27.1 27.3

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.1c. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income tax plus employee and employer contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

Single persons without children at 67% of average earnings
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 22.7 23.3 23.9 24.4 22.8 23.3 24.0 24.0 24.3

Austria 9.2 10.2 10.5 10.8 9.8 10.2 10.5 10.8 10.8

Belgium 27.4 27.6 27.8 27.9 27.9 27.8 27.2 26.7 26.6

Canada 22.2 22.1 21.5 20.8 21.1 19.3 17.9 18.0 17.8

Czech Republic 10.0 10.4 10.3 10.2 10.1 10.0 10.4 10.8 11.4

Denmark 36.0 35.1 33.7 33.0 32.4 32.6 31.7 31.7 30.6

Finland 29.5 28.0 27.9 26.3 26.6 25.9 25.4 24.9 24.2

France 8.9 10.5 14.1 14.3 13.4 13.5 13.6 13.2 13.1

Germany 21.0 21.2 21.1 21.2 21.5 20.1 20.4 20.8 19.6

Greece 1.9 2.0 2.4 1.9 2.2 1.8 0.4 0.0 0.6

Hungary 18.1 17.8 17.4 17.6 18.9 19.2 16.9 12.9 12.4

Iceland 21.5 21.2 22.5 22.3 23.1 23.5 24.8 25.2 25.5

Ireland 22.3 20.5 19.7 19.3 15.2 12.0 11.4 11.1 10.6

Italy 18.1 18.8 19.9 20.0 19.3 18.6 19.1 18.2 18.6

Japan 6.7 8.0 6.8 6.1 6.2 6.2 5.6 5.9 5.9

Korea 1.9 1.7 1.6 2.1 2.5 2.5 2.2 2.3 2.2

Luxembourg 13.4 13.8 11.6 12.1 12.6 10.8 8.3 8.5 8.9

Mexico 0.0 -1.2 0.0 0.0 1.3 1.9 2.1 2.8 3.0

Netherlands 5.8 6.5 7.2 6.3 7.6 8.8 7.0 6.0 8.5

New Zealand 22.3 21.6 20.0 19.4 19.5 19.5 20.1 20.3 20.7

Norway 21.9 21.7 21.8 21.6 21.4 21.0 21.0 20.9 20.9

Poland1 18.0 16.9 15.8 6.6 6.6 6.0 6.1 6.0 6.1

Portugal 7.1 7.2 7.1 6.6 6.7 5.4 5.5 5.6 5.6

Slovak Republic - - - - 6.0 6.8 5.9 6.3 7.9

Spain 13.5 13.8 13.8 11.8 12.1 12.6 13.0 12.3 12.7

Sweden 28.8 28.5 27.5 27.2 25.8 24.6 23.4 23.8 24.0

Switzerland 10.8 10.3 10.4 10.2 9.8 9.9 9.9 9.7 9.8

Turkey 23.8 23.9 25.2 15.2 14.7 14.9 15.1 14.8 15.4

United Kingdom 17.4 16.7 16.7 16.3 15.8 15.5 15.6 15.7 15.9

United States 18.2 18.2 18.1 18.2 17.9 16.8 16.6 16.4 16.5

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.2a. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income Tax as a % of gross earnings

Single persons without children at 100% of average earnings
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 24.4 24.8 25.4 25.9 22.8 23.3 24.0 24.0 24.3

Austria 27.3 28.3 28.6 28.8 27.9 28.3 28.6 28.9 28.8

Belgium 41.3 41.5 41.8 41.9 41.9 41.7 41.2 40.7 40.5

Canada 27.6 27.7 27.1 26.5 27.1 25.5 24.4 24.6 24.7

Czech Republic 22.5 22.9 22.8 22.7 22.6 22.5 22.9 23.3 23.9

Denmark 44.8 44.9 43.4 44.2 44.1 43.3 42.3 42.3 41.2

Finland 37.6 35.8 35.5 33.7 33.6 32.4 31.5 31.0 30.3

France 27.8 28.1 27.3 27.7 26.8 27.0 26.8 26.8 26.7

Germany 41.3 42.3 42.1 41.9 42.0 40.7 41.0 41.8 40.5

Greece 17.8 17.9 18.3 17.8 18.1 17.7 16.3 16.0 16.6

Hungary 29.6 29.3 28.9 30.1 31.4 31.7 29.4 25.4 25.9

Iceland 21.7 21.5 22.7 22.5 23.2 23.7 25.1 25.4 25.7

Ireland 28.5 26.0 24.9 24.3 20.3 16.9 16.4 16.0 15.7

Italy 28.0 29.0 29.1 29.1 28.5 27.8 28.3 27.4 27.8

Japan 13.7 15.0 13.8 16.1 16.2 16.2 19.3 17.5 17.4

Korea 4.2 5.6 6.4 8.8 9.2 9.2 8.9 9.2 9.3

Luxembourg 25.9 26.4 24.6 25.8 26.6 24.8 22.1 22.3 22.7

Mexico 5.3 1.4 2.6 1.6 2.9 3.4 3.7 4.4 4.5

Netherlands 39.2 39.3 34.4 35.4 36.2 32.9 28.6 29.0 34.4

New Zealand 22.3 21.6 20.0 19.4 19.5 19.5 20.1 20.3 20.7

Norway 29.7 29.5 29.6 29.4 29.2 28.8 28.8 28.7 28.7

Poland1 18.0 16.9 15.8 31.4 31.4 31.0 31.1 31.2 31.5

Portugal 18.1 18.2 18.1 17.6 17.7 16.4 16.5 16.6 16.6

Slovak Republic - - - - 18.8 19.6 18.7 19.1 21.3

Spain 19.9 20.2 20.2 18.2 18.5 18.9 19.3 18.6 19.0

Sweden 33.7 34.5 34.4 34.1 32.8 31.7 30.4 30.7 31.0

Switzerland 22.4 21.9 21.9 21.7 21.3 21.4 21.4 21.0 20.9

Turkey 31.6 33.1 33.1 22.9 28.7 30.9 30.1 29.8 30.4

United Kingdom 25.8 25.2 25.2 24.4 23.6 23.1 23.2 24.2 24.4

United States 25.8 25.8 25.8 25.8 25.5 24.4 24.3 24.1 24.2

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.2b. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income tax plus employee contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

Single persons without children at 100% of average earnings
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 24.4 24.8 25.4 25.9 22.8 23.3 28.3 28.3 28.6

Austria 41.5 45.6 45.8 45.9 44.9 44.5 44.7 45.0 44.9

Belgium 56.4 56.6 56.8 56.9 56.2 55.6 55.1 54.6 54.2

Canada 32.1 32.3 31.7 31.1 31.8 30.4 32.2 32.4 32.3

Czech Republic 42.6 42.9 42.8 42.7 42.7 42.6 42.9 43.2 43.6

Denmark 44.8 45.1 43.7 44.5 44.4 43.6 42.7 42.7 41.5

Finland 50.3 48.9 48.8 47.4 47.3 45.9 45.2 44.4 43.8

France 49.7 48.7 47.6 48.1 48.2 48.3 48.2 48.3 47.4

Germany 51.2 52.3 52.2 51.9 51.8 50.8 51.1 51.9 50.7

Greece 35.8 35.8 36.1 35.7 36.0 35.7 34.6 34.4 34.9

Hungary 52.0 52.0 51.6 50.7 49.6 49.0 49.0 45.6 45.8

Iceland 24.5 24.4 25.9 26.0 26.7 27.5 28.8 29.4 29.7

Ireland 36.1 33.9 33.0 32.4 28.9 25.8 24.5 24.2 23.8

Italy 50.8 51.5 47.5 47.2 46.7 46.1 46.1 45.4 45.7

Japan 19.4 20.7 19.6 24.0 24.1 24.2 29.8 26.7 26.6

Korea 6.3 12.4 14.7 16.1 16.5 16.6 16.1 16.3 16.6

Luxembourg 34.5 35.2 33.8 34.6 35.5 33.9 31.3 31.5 31.9

Mexico 25.4 20.8 21.9 14.1 15.4 14.4 16.1 17.2 15.4

Netherlands 43.8 43.6 43.5 44.3 45.1 42.3 35.5 35.2 43.6

New Zealand 22.3 21.6 20.0 19.4 19.5 19.5 20.1 20.3 20.7

Norway 37.6 37.4 37.5 37.3 37.2 36.9 36.9 36.8 36.9

Poland1 44.7 43.9 43.2 43.0 43.0 42.7 42.8 42.9 43.1

Portugal 33.8 33.9 33.8 33.4 33.5 32.5 32.6 32.6 32.6

Slovak Republic - - - - 41.2 41.7 41.1 41.4 42.0

Spain 38.8 39.0 39.0 37.5 37.6 37.9 38.2 37.7 38.0

Sweden 50.2 50.7 50.7 50.5 49.5 48.5 47.6 47.9 48.0

Switzerland 30.4 30.0 30.0 29.8 29.5 29.5 29.6 29.0 28.8

Turkey 38.3 40.7 39.8 30.3 40.4 43.6 42.5 42.2 42.7

United Kingdom 32.6 32.0 32.0 30.8 30.1 29.5 29.5 31.0 31.2

United States 31.1 31.1 31.0 31.1 30.8 29.8 29.7 29.5 29.6

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.2c. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income tax plus employee and employer contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

Single persons without children at 100% of average earnings
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 31.0 31.8 32.5 32.8 30.3 31.4 32.9 33.0 32.4

Austria 14.5 16.6 16.9 17.2 16.4 17.0 17.3 17.6 17.9

Belgium 34.2 34.4 34.7 34.8 34.9 34.7 34.2 33.6 33.6

Canada 29.9 29.5 28.8 28.1 27.7 24.8 23.5 23.7 23.4

Czech Republic 13.3 13.4 13.4 13.2 13.1 13.0 13.5 13.9 14.6

Denmark 44.5 43.2 41.4 41.3 40.8 41.3 40.5 40.5 40.2

Finland 36.3 35.0 34.9 33.5 33.7 33.1 32.6 32.1 31.5

France 13.6 15.3 18.9 19.0 18.0 18.2 18.3 17.6 17.4

Germany 28.3 28.5 28.3 28.6 30.2 29.1 29.3 29.9 28.6

Greece 5.9 6.3 7.4 7.3 8.0 7.8 7.3 7.4 8.4

Hungary 27.4 25.7 25.2 26.5 27.9 28.4 28.0 27.2 26.4

Iceland 29.3 28.4 33.5 34.8 35.3 35.4 36.7 34.9 35.1

Ireland 32.6 31.5 30.2 30.0 26.7 23.1 22.4 22.4 22.8

Italy 23.2 23.5 24.6 24.6 24.7 23.9 24.3 24.7 25.0

Japan 11.4 12.7 11.8 9.3 9.5 9.6 8.5 8.9 8.9

Korea 4.7 4.5 4.0 6.3 7.4 7.6 7.0 7.6 7.6

Luxembourg 23.0 23.6 20.8 21.5 22.0 20.3 17.4 17.6 18.0

Mexico 7.7 7.3 7.8 7.7 8.4 9.0 9.3 9.5 9.8

Netherlands 20.7 21.2 21.9 21.5 22.2 20.5 21.0 20.3 20.2

New Zealand 26.5 26.2 24.8 24.3 24.8 25.2 25.9 26.1 26.5

Norway 29.6 29.5 29.6 29.4 29.2 28.9 28.5 28.2 28.2

Poland1 19.8 18.2 17.1 7.7 7.7 7.3 7.3 7.3 7.3

Portugal 13.4 13.6 13.5 13.2 13.4 12.1 12.4 12.4 12.5

Slovak Republic - - - - 8.8 10.3 10.1 10.7 11.3

Spain 17.9 17.9 18.0 16.9 17.1 17.5 17.9 17.3 17.7

Sweden 37.6 37.6 36.7 34.7 33.3 32.0 30.5 30.9 31.1

Switzerland 16.1 15.4 15.5 15.2 14.6 14.6 14.6 14.4 14.5

Turkey 27.5 28.0 29.5 17.9 18.0 17.8 17.7 17.2 17.5

United Kingdom 20.0 19.2 19.2 19.0 18.3 18.1 18.2 18.2 18.3

United States 24.1 24.2 24.1 24.3 24.1 23.0 22.7 21.9 22.1

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.3a. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income Tax as a % of gross earnings

Single persons without children at 167% of average earnings
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 32.7 33.3 34.0 34.3 30.3 31.4 32.9 33.0 32.4

Austria 32.6 34.7 35.0 35.3 34.4 35.1 35.4 35.7 35.9

Belgium 48.2 48.5 48.7 48.8 49.0 48.8 48.2 47.6 47.6

Canada 33.6 33.1 32.5 31.9 31.4 28.6 27.5 27.6 27.6

Czech Republic 25.8 25.9 25.9 25.7 25.6 25.5 26.0 26.4 27.1

Denmark 52.6 52.2 50.4 51.6 51.5 50.9 50.1 50.1 49.7

Finland 44.7 43.0 42.6 40.9 40.8 39.7 38.8 38.3 37.7

France 31.4 31.5 30.7 31.0 30.5 30.7 30.8 30.5 30.2

Germany 46.7 47.7 47.5 47.5 48.6 47.5 47.8 48.8 47.4

Greece 21.8 22.2 23.3 23.2 23.9 23.7 23.2 23.4 24.4

Hungary 38.9 37.2 36.7 39.0 40.4 40.9 40.5 39.7 39.9

Iceland 29.4 28.6 33.6 34.9 35.4 35.5 36.8 35.0 35.2

Ireland 39.1 37.4 35.9 35.4 32.1 28.1 27.4 27.6 28.0

Italy 33.0 33.6 33.8 33.8 33.9 33.0 33.5 33.9 34.2

Japan 17.0 18.2 17.4 19.3 19.5 19.6 22.1 20.5 20.5

Korea 7.0 8.3 8.9 13.0 14.1 14.3 13.7 14.5 14.6

Luxembourg 35.5 36.2 33.9 35.1 36.0 34.2 31.2 31.4 31.8

Mexico 13.0 10.6 11.1 9.9 10.5 11.0 11.3 11.4 11.6

Netherlands 42.2 42.4 38.9 39.1 39.3 34.8 35.0 35.3 35.5

New Zealand 26.5 26.2 24.8 24.3 24.8 25.2 25.9 26.1 26.5

Norway 37.4 37.3 37.4 37.2 37.0 36.7 36.3 36.0 36.0

Poland1 19.8 18.2 17.1 32.5 32.5 32.3 32.4 32.5 32.7

Portugal 24.4 24.6 24.5 24.2 24.4 23.1 23.4 23.4 23.5

Slovak Republic - - - - 21.6 23.1 22.9 23.5 24.7

Spain 23.8 24.0 24.3 23.3 23.5 23.9 24.2 23.7 24.1

Sweden 41.7 42.3 42.0 40.3 38.9 37.6 36.0 36.5 36.8

Switzerland 27.7 27.0 27.0 26.7 26.2 26.2 26.2 25.7 25.6

Turkey 32.2 33.6 34.2 22.4 26.9 31.7 32.3 32.2 32.5

United Kingdom 28.0 27.0 27.0 26.6 26.0 26.2 26.1 27.0 26.9

United States 31.8 31.9 31.7 31.9 31.7 30.6 30.3 29.6 29.8

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.3b. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income tax plus employee contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

Single persons without children at 167% of average earnings
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 32.7 33.3 34.0 34.3 30.3 31.4 36.7 36.8 36.2

Austria 45.8 50.5 50.7 50.8 49.9 49.7 50.0 50.2 50.4

Belgium 61.6 61.8 62.0 62.0 61.8 61.4 60.9 60.4 60.3

Canada 36.5 36.0 35.4 34.8 34.2 31.5 33.1 33.3 33.2

Czech Republic 45.0 45.1 45.1 44.9 44.9 44.8 45.2 45.5 46.0

Denmark 52.6 52.4 50.6 51.8 51.6 51.1 50.3 50.3 49.9

Finland 56.0 54.6 54.5 53.1 53.0 51.7 51.1 50.3 49.7

France 53.5 50.3 49.5 49.9 50.5 50.7 50.8 50.7 50.6

Germany 54.9 56.1 56.0 55.8 56.6 55.6 55.9 56.9 55.7

Greece 38.9 39.2 40.0 40.0 40.5 40.3 40.0 40.2 41.0

Hungary 58.3 56.8 56.4 56.3 56.2 55.9 56.4 55.6 55.6

Iceland 31.9 31.3 36.3 37.9 38.3 38.7 40.0 38.5 38.7

Ireland 45.7 44.1 42.8 42.3 39.4 35.8 34.5 34.6 35.0

Italy 53.6 54.0 50.9 50.6 50.7 50.0 50.0 50.3 50.5

Japan 21.4 22.6 21.9 26.9 27.1 27.2 32.3 29.4 29.3

Korea 9.0 15.0 16.9 20.0 21.1 21.2 20.5 21.3 21.5

Luxembourg 43.0 43.8 42.0 42.9 43.8 42.2 39.3 39.4 39.8

Mexico 31.4 28.5 28.9 21.6 22.0 21.0 22.4 22.9 21.1

Netherlands 44.2 44.1 44.4 44.2 44.3 40.2 40.3 40.0 40.5

New Zealand 26.5 26.2 24.8 24.3 24.8 25.2 25.9 26.1 26.5

Norway 44.4 44.3 44.4 44.3 44.2 43.9 43.5 43.3 43.4

Poland1 45.9 44.8 44.0 43.9 44.0 43.8 43.8 43.9 44.1

Portugal 38.9 39.1 39.0 38.8 38.9 37.9 38.1 38.1 38.2

Slovak Republic - - - - 43.2 44.3 44.1 44.6 44.5

Spain 40.7 41.0 41.9 41.3 41.4 41.7 42.0 41.6 41.9

Sweden 56.2 56.6 56.4 55.1 54.1 53.0 51.8 52.2 52.4

Switzerland 35.2 34.5 34.6 34.3 33.8 33.8 33.8 33.2 33.0

Turkey 36.4 38.3 38.3 27.1 35.0 42.9 44.0 44.2 44.4

United Kingdom 34.6 33.6 33.6 33.5 33.0 33.0 32.9 34.3 34.2

United States 36.6 36.7 36.6 36.8 36.6 35.6 35.3 34.6 34.8

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.3c. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income tax plus employee and employer contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

Single persons without children at 167% of average earnings
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 11.8 12.9 13.8 14.3 17.4 19.0 20.2 20.3 20.7

Austria -4.7 -5.2 -5.0 0.7 -0.5 0.3 0.9 1.6 -1.3

Belgium 13.5 13.6 13.9 14.1 14.3 14.4 13.9 13.3 13.2

Canada -0.5 -1.0 -2.9 -6.7 10.1 9.4 6.3 6.3 6.3

Czech Republic 3.7 3.9 3.1 2.5 2.4 2.2 2.8 3.3 3.7

Denmark 31.6 30.7 29.4 28.6 27.7 28.0 27.4 27.4 27.0

Finland 23.6 22.2 22.0 20.3 20.5 19.7 19.2 18.8 17.9

France 2.7 3.7 7.6 7.6 7.6 6.8 4.5 4.7 4.6

Germany -2.1 -3.0 -2.5 -4.1 -5.3 -5.9 -6.6 -5.7 -5.4

Greece 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Hungary 10.5 10.7 10.1 4.0 4.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Iceland 11.7 12.2 15.0 15.4 16.6 17.5 18.8 19.3 19.7

Ireland 9.5 8.1 7.3 3.1 2.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Italy 9.2 10.0 10.5 10.5 9.2 8.1 7.2 5.6 6.2

Japan 2.1 2.6 0.9 1.4 2.1 2.1 1.6 1.8 1.8

Korea 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.5 0.6 0.1 0.4 0.2

Luxembourg 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Mexico -6.2 -6.8 -6.2 -6.2 -5.4 -4.8 -4.1 -3.7 -3.5

Netherlands 3.4 2.8 3.9 2.8 2.4 2.3 2.3 2.0 2.2

New Zealand 3.1 -0.8 -2.1 -2.6 18.7 18.8 18.9 18.9 19.0

Norway 10.8 10.8 12.1 12.1 11.7 13.2 13.2 13.0 13.0

Poland1 16.5 15.3 14.2 5.2 5.2 4.4 4.6 4.5 4.6

Portugal 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Slovak Republic - - - - 0.0 1.7 0.8 1.5 -4.3

Spain 1.1 1.4 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Sweden 26.6 26.5 25.6 24.8 23.5 22.3 21.0 21.4 21.6

Switzerland 4.7 4.0 4.1 2.6 2.6 2.9 2.8 2.8 2.8

Turkey 20.9 20.7 21.6 12.7 13.2 13.7 13.9 13.4 14.3

United Kingdom 11.5 11.1 11.2 11.3 -9.7 -14.4 -15.7 -17.7 -17.3

United States -2.6 -2.2 -2.8 -6.2 -6.0 -9.9 -9.7 -11.5 -11.0

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.4a. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income Tax as a % of gross earnings

Single parent with two children at 67% of average earnings



III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

TAXING WAGES: 2003/2004 – ISBN 92-64-01788-7 – © OECD 200588

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia -10.2 -9.7 -6.4 -4.1 -11.0 -11.8 -6.7 -13.1 -6.6

Austria -4.1 -5.7 -5.2 -7.1 -10.5 -9.5 -8.3 -8.0 -10.5

Belgium 10.8 11.3 11.5 11.8 12.5 13.2 12.6 12.4 12.3

Canada 4.8 4.4 2.5 -1.2 -0.8 -2.7 -9.9 -10.2 -9.2

Czech Republic 0.3 0.5 -15.5 -15.9 -17.2 -15.5 -14.9 -12.8 -9.2

Denmark 13.6 14.1 12.9 13.6 14.8 14.1 13.8 13.9 13.6

Finland 10.3 9.5 9.2 8.0 8.9 8.4 7.8 7.9 6.5

France 11.8 12.2 11.5 12.0 12.0 11.3 9.2 9.7 9.8

Germany 18.1 18.1 18.6 16.6 15.2 14.6 14.1 15.3 15.5

Greece 15.9 15.9 15.9 15.9 15.9 15.9 15.9 16.0 16.0

Hungary -7.4 -6.1 -7.0 -10.1 -5.9 -7.8 -8.3 -9.5 -7.8

Iceland -23.5 -18.7 -11.6 -8.7 -5.5 -5.3 -2.9 -1.4 0.4

Ireland -5.7 -9.8 -14.5 -14.2 -9.5 -10.5 -22.4 -28.4 -30.4

Italy 8.0 5.9 3.8 3.1 2.3 1.3 2.5 1.4 2.3

Japan 9.1 9.6 7.9 11.4 12.1 12.1 15.2 13.4 13.3

Korea 2.3 3.9 4.9 6.9 7.2 7.3 6.8 7.3 7.3

Luxembourg -4.2 -4.4 -6.8 -8.9 -8.2 -8.0 -11.5 -11.4 -11.3

Mexico -0.9 -4.4 -3.8 -5.0 -4.2 -3.5 -2.9 -2.4 -2.2

Netherlands 16.9 17.2 8.6 9.5 10.9 5.8 4.8 5.5 3.7

New Zealand 3.1 -0.8 -2.1 -2.6 -1.1 0.2 2.0 2.5 4.0

Norway -3.7 -3.9 -1.4 0.0 2.4 2.1 3.2 3.7 4.2

Poland1 8.0 7.4 4.7 24.0 24.2 23.6 23.9 23.8 22.2

Portugal 3.5 3.9 3.4 3.4 3.5 -0.2 -0.2 -0.1 -2.1

Slovak Republic - - - - -14.1 -7.9 -8.1 0.3 -1.2

Spain 7.5 7.8 7.1 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.3 6.4 6.3

Sweden 20.3 21.4 20.1 19.5 16.9 14.5 13.6 14.4 15.0

Switzerland 4.3 2.8 3.0 1.9 1.8 2.3 2.3 1.8 1.7

Turkey 32.6 34.5 33.5 24.1 27.2 29.7 28.9 28.4 29.3

United Kingdom 6.5 6.7 7.1 6.7 -14.6 -19.5 -20.6 -21.7 -20.6

United States 5.0 5.5 4.8 1.5 1.6 -2.2 -2.0 -3.9 -3.3

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.4b. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income tax plus employee contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

Single parent with two children at 67% of average earnings
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia -10.2 -9.7 -6.4 -4.1 -11.0 -11.8 -0.7 -6.7 -0.5

Austria 16.3 19.8 20.1 18.6 15.7 15.3 16.2 16.4 14.4

Belgium 33.8 32.6 34.5 34.6 33.5 33.1 32.3 31.9 31.2

Canada 10.6 10.3 8.4 5.1 5.5 3.9 1.2 1.1 1.8

Czech Republic 26.2 26.3 14.5 14.1 13.2 14.5 14.9 16.5 19.1

Denmark 13.6 14.5 13.4 14.3 15.4 14.9 14.5 14.6 14.3

Finland 28.7 27.9 27.9 27.0 27.7 26.7 26.3 25.7 24.6

France 36.0 32.7 30.4 31.3 31.6 30.8 29.1 25.3 23.7

Germany 31.9 32.3 32.7 30.9 29.6 29.2 28.8 30.0 30.1

Greece 34.3 34.3 34.3 34.3 34.3 34.3 34.3 34.4 34.4

Hungary 26.8 28.8 28.1 24.0 22.1 19.5 23.2 21.2 22.1

Iceland -19.1 -14.2 -7.0 -3.8 -0.7 -0.1 2.3 4.1 5.8

Ireland 2.6 -1.2 -5.5 -5.2 -0.9 -1.9 -12.8 -18.3 -20.2

Italy 37.1 35.7 28.7 27.7 27.1 26.3 26.8 25.9 26.6

Japan 15.1 15.6 14.1 19.7 20.3 20.4 26.3 23.0 23.0

Korea 4.5 10.9 13.3 14.4 14.8 14.7 14.2 14.6 14.7

Luxembourg 8.0 8.0 6.2 4.1 4.9 5.1 1.9 2.0 2.1

Mexico 20.5 17.3 17.6 9.3 9.9 9.2 11.3 12.3 10.6

Netherlands 22.3 22.4 20.5 21.5 23.1 18.7 18.0 18.5 17.3

New Zealand 3.1 -0.8 -2.1 -2.6 -1.1 0.2 2.0 2.5 4.0

Norway 7.9 7.7 10.0 11.2 13.5 13.2 14.1 14.6 15.3

Poland1 37.9 37.5 35.7 36.9 37.1 36.5 36.8 36.7 35.4

Portugal 22.0 22.4 22.0 22.0 22.0 19.1 19.0 19.1 17.5

Slovak Republic - - - - 17.3 21.8 21.6 27.8 25.4

Spain 29.3 29.5 29.0 28.4 28.3 28.3 28.3 28.3 28.3

Sweden 40.1 40.9 39.9 39.5 37.5 35.7 35.0 35.5 36.0

Switzerland 14.2 12.9 13.0 12.0 12.0 12.4 12.4 11.8 11.5

Turkey 42.1 45.0 43.0 34.5 39.1 42.6 41.5 41.0 41.8

United Kingdom 12.6 15.1 15.5 13.4 -6.3 -11.0 -12.1 -12.3 -11.2

United States 11.8 12.2 11.6 8.5 8.6 5.0 5.2 3.5 4.0

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.4c. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income tax plus employee and employer contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

Single parent with two children at 67% of average earnings
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 21.5 20.8 21.6 22.2 22.8 23.3 24.0 24.0 24.3

Austria 4.0 5.0 5.4 9.2 8.2 8.7 9.0 9.3 8.1

Belgium 16.3 16.5 16.8 17.0 17.1 17.1 16.7 15.9 15.2

Canada 12.1 12.6 12.2 10.2 16.9 15.3 14.1 14.2 13.9

Czech Republic 5.4 5.2 4.7 4.3 4.2 4.0 4.5 4.9 5.3

Denmark 28.8 27.8 26.6 26.2 25.7 26.2 25.7 25.7 25.4

Finland 29.5 28.0 27.9 26.3 26.6 25.9 25.4 24.9 24.2

France 2.7 3.7 7.6 7.6 7.6 7.0 7.1 7.1 7.1

Germany 1.6 1.0 1.3 0.0 -0.9 -1.7 -2.4 -1.6 -2.8

Greece 2.1 2.5 2.8 1.9 2.3 2.0 0.9 0.0 0.6

Hungary 18.1 17.8 17.4 12.0 12.6 9.2 8.0 4.6 4.7

Iceland 5.9 6.8 10.5 11.3 12.0 12.6 13.3 13.3 14.0

Ireland 15.4 14.1 12.9 10.1 5.0 2.9 2.5 2.2 2.2

Italy 14.4 15.3 15.7 15.8 14.9 13.4 11.9 11.3 11.9

Japan 2.0 2.6 0.7 1.5 2.0 2.0 1.4 1.6 2.7

Korea 0.8 0.9 0.7 1.3 1.7 1.8 1.6 1.7 1.4

Luxembourg 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Mexico 0.0 -1.2 0.0 0.0 1.3 1.9 2.1 2.8 3.0

Netherlands 4.4 3.5 5.9 4.8 4.9 8.3 6.4 5.7 8.3

New Zealand 18.8 16.2 14.8 14.1 19.5 19.5 20.1 20.3 20.7

Norway 17.1 17.1 17.4 17.4 17.1 18.1 18.2 18.0 18.0

Poland1 15.9 14.7 13.5 4.6 4.7 4.0 4.2 4.0 4.1

Portugal 3.5 3.1 3.0 2.4 2.7 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.4

Slovak Republic - - - - 2.0 3.5 2.6 3.1 -5.3

Spain 6.6 6.8 6.4 2.5 3.0 3.6 4.2 3.5 4.3

Sweden 28.8 28.5 27.5 27.2 25.8 24.6 23.4 23.8 24.0

Switzerland 5.6 5.1 5.2 5.0 4.9 5.0 5.1 5.0 5.1

Turkey 23.8 23.9 25.2 15.2 14.7 14.9 15.1 14.8 15.4

United Kingdom 15.7 15.1 15.1 15.2 13.3 10.2 9.3 7.9 8.1

United States 10.4 10.7 10.2 7.4 7.6 4.3 3.9 1.5 2.4

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.5a. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income Tax as a % of gross earnings

One-earner married couple with two children at 100% of average earnings
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 15.0 14.5 15.5 16.1 13.5 14.2 15.6 11.1 12.8

Austria 10.4 10.7 11.3 10.0 7.6 8.2 8.9 8.9 8.0

Belgium 19.8 20.2 20.5 20.7 21.1 21.6 21.0 20.4 16.4

Canada 17.6 18.2 17.7 15.9 16.9 14.8 14.3 14.2 14.4

Czech Republic 7.3 7.1 -3.4 -2.1 -4.3 -2.0 -1.9 1.5 4.9

Denmark 31.1 31.1 29.7 30.7 30.7 30.2 29.7 29.7 29.4

Finland 27.1 25.7 25.3 23.9 24.3 23.5 22.8 22.6 21.7

France 15.1 15.3 14.6 15.0 15.0 14.4 14.6 15.0 15.1

Germany 21.9 22.1 22.4 20.7 19.6 18.9 18.3 19.4 18.1

Greece 18.0 18.4 18.7 17.8 18.2 17.9 16.8 16.0 16.6

Hungary 12.6 12.9 12.3 9.1 11.6 9.9 8.5 4.4 6.1

Iceland -10.4 -6.8 -1.0 1.3 3.2 3.0 4.7 5.3 6.6

Ireland 16.7 14.6 13.2 10.5 5.4 2.3 -0.7 -3.7 -4.2

Italy 17.7 17.0 15.7 15.5 14.8 13.5 14.9 14.4 15.2

Japan 9.0 9.6 7.7 11.5 12.0 12.0 15.1 13.2 14.3

Korea 3.1 4.7 5.6 8.0 8.4 8.5 8.3 8.7 8.4

Luxembourg 1.4 1.3 -0.2 -1.3 -0.8 -0.7 -3.0 -3.0 -2.9

Mexico 5.3 1.4 2.6 1.6 2.9 3.4 3.7 4.4 4.5

Netherlands 28.0 27.9 22.4 23.6 25.0 22.1 17.1 17.3 23.6

New Zealand 18.8 16.2 14.8 14.1 15.5 16.7 18.8 19.4 20.7

Norway 15.5 15.4 16.2 16.8 17.6 17.5 18.0 18.2 18.4

Poland1 10.3 9.5 7.2 25.4 25.6 25.0 29.2 25.3 29.5

Portugal 9.5 9.4 9.0 8.4 8.7 6.1 5.4 5.6 4.1

Slovak Republic - - - - -3.2 1.4 0.9 6.6 1.2

Spain 13.0 13.2 12.8 8.9 9.3 10.0 10.5 9.8 10.6

Sweden 26.2 27.2 26.1 26.0 23.7 21.8 20.8 21.4 21.9

Switzerland 9.2 8.2 8.3 8.4 8.2 8.4 8.6 8.1 8.0

Turkey 31.6 33.1 33.1 22.9 28.7 30.9 30.1 29.8 30.4

United Kingdom 17.7 17.3 17.4 16.2 14.1 10.7 9.9 9.3 9.8

United States 18.0 18.3 17.9 15.0 15.3 12.0 11.5 9.2 10.0

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.5b. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income tax plus employee contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

One-earner married couple with two children at 100% of average earnings
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 15.0 14.5 15.5 16.1 13.5 14.2 20.4 16.1 17.7

Austria 28.0 32.2 32.7 31.6 29.5 29.0 29.5 29.5 28.8

Belgium 40.4 40.8 41.1 41.2 40.5 40.3 39.7 39.1 35.6

Canada 22.7 23.4 22.9 21.2 22.2 20.4 23.1 23.1 23.0

Czech Republic 31.4 31.2 23.4 24.4 22.7 24.5 24.5 27.1 29.5

Denmark 31.1 31.3 30.1 31.1 31.0 30.7 30.1 30.1 29.8

Finland 42.0 40.8 40.7 39.6 39.9 38.8 38.3 37.6 36.8

France 40.7 39.5 38.5 38.9 39.8 39.4 39.5 39.9 39.0

Germany 35.0 35.6 35.9 34.4 33.3 32.7 32.2 33.4 32.2

Greece 35.9 36.2 36.5 35.8 36.1 35.9 35.0 34.4 34.9

Hungary 40.4 40.8 40.3 35.9 35.0 32.8 33.9 30.3 31.3

Iceland -6.6 -2.8 3.1 5.8 7.6 7.8 9.5 10.4 11.7

Ireland 25.6 23.8 22.5 20.1 15.5 12.8 9.1 6.4 5.9

Italy 43.8 43.3 37.5 37.0 36.5 35.4 36.0 35.7 36.2

Japan 15.1 15.6 14.0 19.8 20.2 20.4 26.2 22.9 23.8

Korea 5.3 11.6 13.9 15.4 15.8 15.9 15.5 15.8 15.8

Luxembourg 12.9 13.0 12.0 10.7 11.4 11.5 9.2 9.2 9.3

Mexico 25.4 20.8 21.9 14.1 15.4 14.4 16.1 17.2 15.4

Netherlands 33.5 33.0 33.2 34.1 35.5 33.0 25.1 24.5 34.3

New Zealand 18.8 16.2 14.8 14.1 15.5 16.7 18.8 19.4 20.7

Norway 25.0 24.9 25.6 26.2 26.9 26.9 27.3 27.5 27.8

Poland1 39.5 38.9 37.4 38.1 38.2 37.8 41.2 37.9 41.5

Portugal 26.9 26.8 26.5 26.0 26.2 24.1 23.6 23.7 22.5

Slovak Republic - - - - 25.2 28.5 28.2 32.3 27.2

Spain 33.5 33.7 33.3 30.4 30.6 31.1 31.5 30.9 31.6

Sweden 44.6 45.2 44.4 44.4 42.6 41.1 40.3 40.8 41.2

Switzerland 18.6 17.7 17.8 17.8 17.7 17.9 18.1 17.5 17.2

Turkey 38.3 40.7 39.8 30.3 40.4 43.6 42.5 42.2 42.7

United Kingdom 25.3 24.8 24.9 23.3 21.4 18.1 17.3 17.4 18.0

United States 23.9 24.1 23.7 21.1 21.3 18.3 17.8 15.6 16.4

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.5c. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income tax plus employee and employer contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

One-earner married couple with two children at 100% of average earnings
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 19.0 19.1 19.8 20.2 19.3 19.8 20.8 20.8 21.1

Austria 3.9 4.7 4.9 7.7 7.0 7.3 7.5 7.8 5.8

Belgium 20.9 21.1 21.5 21.6 21.8 21.9 21.0 19.7 18.8

Canada 16.2 16.4 15.9 14.2 18.1 16.6 15.3 15.4 15.1

Czech Republic 6.0 6.2 5.8 5.5 5.4 5.2 5.6 6.0 6.4

Denmark 31.6 30.7 29.4 28.6 27.7 28.0 27.4 27.4 27.1

Finland 26.0 24.4 24.3 22.9 23.2 22.3 21.9 21.4 20.6

France 2.7 4.9 8.5 8.7 8.0 6.8 7.2 7.1 7.0

Germany 8.9 8.6 8.7 7.7 6.8 5.7 5.2 5.8 4.7

Greece 1.6 2.0 2.2 1.5 1.8 1.6 0.7 0.0 0.5

Hungary 14.1 13.4 13.1 11.0 11.4 8.9 7.3 3.4 3.6

Iceland 12.6 13.0 15.4 15.7 16.7 17.5 18.8 19.3 19.7

Ireland 17.1 16.0 14.7 12.4 11.1 8.0 7.2 6.6 5.9

Italy 13.8 15.0 15.1 15.1 13.7 12.9 11.2 10.1 10.5

Japan 3.9 4.7 3.0 3.3 3.7 3.7 3.2 3.4 3.4

Korea 0.8 0.6 0.5 1.0 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.5 1.2

Luxembourg 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Mexico -4.8 -6.2 -5.0 -5.0 -3.7 -2.9 -2.6 -1.9 -1.7

Netherlands 5.3 5.6 6.5 5.5 6.3 6.9 5.5 4.6 6.4

New Zealand 20.8 20.4 19.1 18.6 18.7 18.8 19.3 19.4 19.8

Norway 18.3 18.2 18.8 18.6 17.5 18.2 18.3 18.3 18.4

Poland1 16.5 15.3 14.2 5.2 5.2 4.4 4.6 4.5 4.6

Portugal 3.6 3.5 3.4 2.9 3.1 1.0 0.2 0.3 0.3

Slovak Republic - - - - 1.5 3.4 2.7 3.2 -4.0

Spain 8.6 8.9 9.1 6.9 7.5 7.9 8.2 7.7 8.1

Sweden 28.1 27.9 26.8 26.1 24.7 23.4 22.1 22.2 22.4

Switzerland 6.4 5.8 5.9 5.7 5.5 5.6 5.8 5.6 5.8

Turkey 22.6 22.7 23.3 14.2 14.0 14.1 14.3 13.8 14.7

United Kingdom 13.2 12.7 12.7 12.1 12.6 10.3 10.4 10.6 10.9

United States 13.9 14.0 13.8 11.4 11.3 9.2 9.2 6.8 7.2

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.6a. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income Tax as a % of gross earnings

Two-earner married couple, one at 100% average earnings and the other at 33%
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 17.8 17.8 18.5 19.0 15.8 16.3 17.5 14.1 16.2

Austria 13.2 13.4 13.9 12.9 11.0 11.5 12.0 12.0 10.2

Belgium 27.0 27.4 27.7 27.9 28.3 28.7 27.8 26.7 23.1

Canada 21.5 21.9 21.3 19.7 20.7 18.8 18.4 18.1 18.2

Czech Republic 11.6 11.7 7.7 9.5 7.7 9.4 9.4 11.2 13.7

Denmark 36.5 36.5 35.1 35.8 35.8 35.0 34.4 34.4 34.1

Finland 26.1 24.5 24.2 22.9 23.1 22.1 21.4 21.1 20.1

France 16.7 18.0 17.0 17.6 16.9 15.8 16.1 16.4 16.4

Germany 29.2 29.6 29.7 28.5 27.3 26.3 25.8 26.8 25.5

Greece 17.5 17.9 18.1 17.4 17.7 17.5 16.6 16.0 16.5

Hungary 12.8 12.5 12.1 11.9 13.8 12.5 10.8 6.4 7.9

Iceland 3.4 5.3 8.6 10.1 12.0 12.2 14.2 15.0 16.1

Ireland 18.3 16.5 15.0 12.8 11.4 7.6 4.8 2.2 1.1

Italy 21.4 22.5 21.8 21.7 20.4 19.6 18.7 17.8 18.2

Japan 10.9 11.7 10.0 13.3 13.7 13.7 16.8 15.0 15.0

Korea 3.1 4.5 5.4 7.7 7.9 8.0 8.1 8.4 8.3

Luxembourg 4.1 4.1 3.1 2.4 2.9 3.0 1.1 1.1 1.2

Mexico 0.4 -3.7 -2.4 -3.5 -2.1 -1.4 -1.1 -0.4 -0.2

Netherlands 31.0 30.9 25.3 26.5 27.7 24.1 20.7 21.4 24.5

New Zealand 20.8 20.4 19.1 18.6 18.7 18.8 19.3 19.4 19.8

Norway 19.0 18.8 19.8 20.1 19.8 19.7 20.2 20.4 20.7

Poland1 12.2 11.4 9.4 27.0 27.1 26.5 29.6 29.7 30.0

Portugal 10.8 10.9 10.6 10.1 10.3 8.2 6.8 6.9 5.8

Slovak Republic - - - - 0.8 5.1 4.6 9.0 4.3

Spain 15.4 15.7 15.8 13.7 13.8 14.2 14.6 14.0 14.4

Sweden 27.4 28.3 27.5 26.9 24.9 23.0 21.9 22.2 22.7

Switzerland 12.0 11.0 11.1 11.1 10.9 11.1 11.3 10.8 10.7

Turkey 31.9 33.1 32.8 23.4 28.0 30.1 29.3 28.8 29.7

United Kingdom 16.0 15.7 15.8 14.0 14.1 11.4 11.5 12.5 13.1

United States 21.6 21.6 21.4 19.1 19.0 16.8 16.8 14.5 14.9

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.6b. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income tax plus employee contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

Two-earner married couple, one at 100% average earnings and the other at 33%
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 17.8 17.8 18.5 19.0 15.8 16.3 22.2 18.9 20.9

Austria 30.2 34.3 34.6 33.8 32.1 31.5 31.9 31.9 30.4

Belgium 45.8 44.5 44.7 44.8 45.6 45.0 44.1 41.2 37.5

Canada 26.3 26.7 26.1 24.6 25.6 24.0 26.6 26.4 26.3

Czech Republic 34.5 34.6 31.6 33.0 31.6 32.9 32.9 34.2 36.0

Denmark 36.5 36.8 35.4 36.3 36.2 35.6 34.9 34.9 34.6

Finland 41.2 39.9 39.9 38.8 39.0 37.7 37.2 36.3 35.6

France 41.3 39.5 38.2 38.8 39.2 38.4 38.6 39.8 37.6

Germany 41.1 41.9 42.0 40.8 39.7 38.9 38.5 39.5 38.4

Greece 35.6 35.8 36.0 35.5 35.7 35.5 34.8 34.4 34.8

Hungary 40.6 41.3 41.0 39.2 36.6 34.7 36.7 32.6 33.5

Iceland 6.8 8.8 12.3 14.2 16.0 16.6 18.5 19.6 20.6

Ireland 26.5 24.9 23.5 21.5 20.3 16.8 13.6 11.2 10.3

Italy 46.3 47.0 42.0 41.6 40.6 40.0 38.9 38.2 38.5

Japan 16.8 17.6 16.1 21.4 21.8 21.9 27.7 24.5 24.4

Korea 5.2 11.5 13.8 15.1 15.4 15.4 15.4 15.6 15.7

Luxembourg 15.4 15.5 15.0 14.0 14.6 14.7 12.9 12.9 13.0

Mexico 21.5 18.1 19.0 11.1 12.3 11.6 13.4 14.5 12.8

Netherlands 35.9 34.6 35.3 36.3 37.6 34.5 29.0 29.2 35.1

New Zealand 20.8 20.4 19.1 18.6 18.7 18.8 19.3 19.4 19.8

Norway 28.1 27.9 28.8 29.1 28.9 28.8 29.2 29.4 29.8

Poland1 40.8 40.2 38.9 39.4 39.5 39.0 41.6 41.6 41.9

Portugal 27.9 28.0 27.8 27.4 27.5 25.8 24.7 24.8 23.9

Slovak Republic - - - - 28.1 31.2 30.8 34.0 29.4

Spain 36.3 36.4 36.4 34.8 34.0 34.3 34.6 34.2 34.5

Sweden 45.5 46.1 45.5 45.1 43.5 42.0 41.2 41.4 41.7

Switzerland 21.1 20.2 20.3 20.3 20.1 20.3 20.5 19.9 19.6

Turkey 39.8 41.6 40.6 32.2 39.7 42.9 41.8 41.4 42.2

United Kingdom 22.6 22.1 22.6 20.1 20.4 17.6 17.7 19.2 19.9

United States 27.2 27.2 27.0 24.8 24.7 22.7 22.7 20.5 20.9

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.6c. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income tax plus employee and employer contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

Two-earner married couple, one at 100% average earnings and the other at 33%
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 20.1 20.5 21.2 21.7 21.0 21.7 22.6 22.5 22.9

Austria 5.0 5.8 6.2 8.5 7.3 7.8 8.0 8.4 7.6

Belgium 24.1 24.3 24.6 24.7 25.0 24.9 24.3 23.2 22.0

Canada 19.1 19.1 18.6 17.2 19.3 17.7 16.4 16.5 16.3

Czech Republic 7.5 7.6 7.2 7.0 6.9 6.8 7.1 7.4 7.8

Denmark 34.2 33.4 32.0 31.3 30.5 30.8 29.9 29.9 28.6

Finland 27.1 25.7 25.5 23.9 24.2 23.4 22.9 22.5 21.7

France 4.9 6.1 9.9 10.0 9.4 9.1 8.3 8.3 8.2

Germany 13.5 13.2 13.2 12.6 12.1 10.8 10.4 11.0 9.9

Greece 1.6 1.9 2.2 1.3 1.5 1.3 0.6 0.0 0.4

Hungary 15.1 15.0 14.5 12.2 13.3 11.4 9.3 4.9 5.1

Iceland 17.6 17.6 19.5 19.6 20.5 21.1 22.4 22.8 23.2

Ireland 19.1 18.0 16.6 14.8 13.3 10.4 9.7 9.3 8.7

Italy 16.0 16.7 17.3 17.3 16.3 15.2 14.4 13.2 13.7

Japan 4.8 5.7 4.3 4.2 4.5 4.5 4.0 4.2 4.2

Korea 1.1 1.1 0.7 1.3 1.6 1.7 1.3 1.5 1.3

Luxembourg 0.7 1.3 1.1 3.0 3.7 2.2 0.7 0.9 1.3

Mexico -2.4 -3.4 -2.5 -2.5 -1.4 -0.8 -0.4 0.2 0.4

Netherlands 5.4 5.4 6.9 5.8 6.5 6.6 5.6 4.7 6.1

New Zealand 21.7 21.1 19.6 19.1 19.1 19.2 19.6 19.7 20.0

Norway 19.2 19.1 19.6 19.4 19.2 19.6 19.6 19.5 19.5

Poland1 17.4 16.3 15.1 6.0 6.0 5.4 5.5 5.4 5.5

Portugal 4.6 4.7 4.6 4.0 4.2 2.3 2.4 2.4 2.5

Slovak Republic - - - - 3.5 4.7 3.9 4.3 3.0

Spain 10.0 10.4 10.2 6.9 7.4 8.0 8.5 7.7 8.2

Sweden 27.9 27.7 26.7 26.2 24.9 23.7 22.4 22.8 23.1

Switzerland 8.9 8.2 8.3 8.1 7.8 7.9 8.0 7.7 7.9

Turkey 22.7 22.6 23.8 14.2 14.1 14.4 14.6 14.0 14.7

United Kingdom 15.0 14.5 14.5 14.3 14.5 12.6 12.7 12.8 13.1

United States 15.6 15.6 15.5 13.6 13.4 11.7 11.7 9.7 10.1

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.7a. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income Tax as a % of gross earnings

Two-earner married couple, one at 100% average earnings and the other at 67%
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 19.8 20.0 20.8 21.3 18.2 18.9 19.9 17.1 19.4

Austria 16.1 16.4 16.9 16.2 14.1 14.7 15.2 15.3 14.7

Belgium 31.8 32.2 32.4 32.6 33.0 33.2 32.6 31.6 30.4

Canada 24.5 24.7 24.1 22.8 23.5 21.8 21.3 20.9 21.2

Czech Republic 14.4 14.5 14.5 14.5 14.3 14.4 14.8 17.6 18.2

Denmark 39.5 39.6 38.1 38.9 38.7 38.0 37.1 37.1 35.8

Finland 28.8 27.3 27.0 25.4 25.6 24.6 23.8 23.5 22.6

France 19.8 20.1 19.4 19.8 19.2 19.0 18.1 18.4 18.4

Germany 33.7 34.2 34.3 33.3 32.6 31.4 31.1 32.0 30.7

Greece 17.5 17.8 18.1 17.2 17.4 17.2 16.5 16.0 16.4

Hungary 16.4 16.6 16.0 15.4 17.7 16.9 14.6 9.8 11.3

Iceland 12.8 13.6 15.6 16.8 18.3 18.4 20.1 20.8 21.6

Ireland 21.1 19.3 17.7 15.9 13.5 11.0 8.8 6.7 5.9

Italy 25.5 26.0 25.6 25.5 24.6 23.5 22.7 21.6 22.2

Japan 11.8 12.7 11.3 14.2 14.5 14.5 17.6 15.8 15.8

Korea 3.4 4.9 5.5 8.0 8.3 8.4 8.0 8.4 8.3

Luxembourg 6.5 7.1 6.2 7.7 8.7 7.4 4.3 4.6 5.0

Mexico 2.8 -0.9 0.0 -1.0 0.1 0.7 1.1 1.6 1.8

Netherlands 33.4 33.5 28.4 29.4 30.5 26.6 23.9 24.6 27.0

New Zealand 21.7 21.1 19.6 19.1 19.1 19.2 19.6 19.7 20.0

Norway 21.3 21.1 22.0 22.2 22.6 22.4 22.7 22.7 22.9

Poland1 14.0 13.1 11.3 30.8 30.8 28.0 30.5 30.6 30.9

Portugal 12.6 12.9 12.6 12.0 12.2 10.2 9.9 10.0 9.1

Slovak Republic - - - - 9.2 11.6 10.5 13.8 12.3

Spain 16.4 16.8 16.6 13.3 13.7 14.4 14.9 14.0 14.6

Sweden 28.4 29.3 28.7 28.3 26.5 24.8 23.7 24.2 24.7

Switzerland 15.7 14.7 14.8 14.7 14.5 14.6 14.8 14.1 14.1

Turkey 32.0 33.7 33.3 23.4 28.1 30.4 29.6 29.0 29.7

United Kingdom 19.3 18.9 19.0 17.8 17.7 15.4 15.6 16.6 17.1

United States 23.3 23.3 23.1 21.2 21.1 19.3 19.3 17.4 17.7

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.7b. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income tax plus employee contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

Two-earner married couple, one at 100% average earnings and the other at 67%
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 19.8 20.0 20.8 21.3 18.2 18.9 24.5 21.8 24.0

Austria 32.6 36.6 36.9 36.4 34.5 34.0 34.4 34.5 33.9

Belgium 49.4 49.2 49.9 50.0 49.4 48.9 48.2 47.3 46.0

Canada 29.2 29.4 28.8 27.6 28.4 26.9 29.3 29.0 29.1

Czech Republic 36.6 36.7 36.7 36.7 36.5 36.6 36.9 39.0 39.4

Denmark 39.5 39.8 38.4 39.3 39.1 38.4 37.5 37.5 36.3

Finland 43.3 42.2 42.1 40.8 40.9 39.7 39.0 38.3 37.5

France 43.2 41.4 39.9 40.5 40.7 40.5 39.8 38.8 37.6

Germany 44.8 45.7 45.7 44.8 44.0 43.1 42.9 43.8 42.7

Greece 35.5 35.8 36.0 35.3 35.4 35.3 34.7 34.4 34.7

Hungary 43.0 43.6 43.2 40.9 39.5 38.0 38.8 34.6 35.4

Iceland 15.8 16.9 19.1 20.6 22.0 22.5 24.1 25.1 25.8

Ireland 28.7 27.0 25.6 24.0 21.8 19.5 17.0 15.1 14.4

Italy 49.1 49.5 44.8 44.5 43.7 42.8 41.9 41.1 41.5

Japan 17.7 18.5 17.3 22.2 22.5 22.6 28.4 25.2 25.2

Korea 5.6 11.8 13.9 15.4 15.8 15.8 15.3 15.6 15.7

Luxembourg 17.5 18.1 17.7 18.7 19.8 18.6 15.8 16.0 16.3

Mexico 23.4 19.4 20.1 12.2 13.2 12.3 14.2 15.2 13.5

Netherlands 38.1 38.0 38.1 39.0 40.1 36.7 32.5 32.7 37.3

New Zealand 21.7 21.1 19.6 19.1 19.1 19.2 19.6 19.7 20.0

Norway 30.1 30.0 30.7 30.9 31.4 31.2 31.4 31.5 31.8

Poland1 42.0 41.4 40.2 42.6 42.6 40.2 42.3 42.4 42.6

Portugal 29.4 29.6 29.4 28.9 29.0 27.5 27.2 27.3 26.5

Slovak Republic - - - - 34.2 35.9 35.1 37.5 35.3

Spain 36.1 36.4 36.2 33.7 33.9 34.4 34.8 34.2 34.6

Sweden 46.2 46.8 46.4 46.1 44.7 43.4 42.5 42.9 43.2

Switzerland 24.4 23.5 23.6 23.5 23.3 23.4 23.6 22.9 22.6

Turkey 40.5 42.6 41.7 32.9 39.9 43.2 42.1 41.5 42.2

United Kingdom 25.9 26.3 26.3 24.3 24.3 22.1 22.1 23.6 24.1

United States 28.7 28.7 28.6 26.8 26.7 25.1 25.1 23.2 23.6

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.7c. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income tax plus employee and employer contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

Two-earner married couple, one at 100% average earnings and the other at 67%
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 19.4 20.0 20.6 21.0 19.3 19.8 20.8 20.8 21.1

Austria 6.5 7.3 7.5 7.7 7.0 7.3 7.5 7.8 7.8

Belgium 23.0 23.3 23.6 23.7 23.9 23.9 23.1 21.8 20.9

Canada 19.2 19.1 18.6 17.7 18.1 16.6 15.3 15.4 15.1

Czech Republic 8.4 8.8 8.7 8.6 8.5 8.4 8.8 9.2 9.8

Denmark 31.6 30.7 29.4 28.6 27.7 28.0 27.4 27.4 27.1

Finland 26.0 24.4 24.3 22.9 23.2 22.3 21.9 21.4 20.6

France 5.5 6.8 10.5 10.7 10.0 9.6 9.5 9.3 9.3

Germany 15.4 15.6 15.4 15.2 15.0 13.8 14.0 14.4 13.2

Greece 1.9 2.1 2.5 2.2 2.4 2.1 1.2 0.8 1.3

Hungary 14.1 13.4 13.1 15.2 16.2 16.4 14.0 9.7 9.3

Iceland 12.6 13.0 15.4 15.7 16.7 17.5 18.8 19.3 19.7

Ireland 17.1 16.0 14.7 12.4 11.1 8.0 7.2 6.6 5.9

Italy 14.6 15.8 16.4 16.4 14.9 14.4 15.0 13.6 14.0

Japan 5.7 6.9 5.2 5.2 5.3 5.4 4.7 5.0 5.0

Korea 1.4 1.3 1.2 1.4 1.7 1.7 1.7 1.7 1.7

Luxembourg 4.2 4.7 3.5 3.9 4.3 2.9 2.0 2.1 2.3

Mexico -4.8 -6.2 -5.0 -5.0 -3.7 -2.9 -2.6 -1.9 -1.7

Netherlands 5.3 5.6 6.5 5.5 6.3 6.9 5.6 4.7 6.5

New Zealand 20.8 20.4 19.1 18.6 18.7 18.8 19.3 19.4 19.8

Norway 19.9 19.8 19.9 19.6 18.5 18.2 18.3 18.3 18.4

Poland1 16.5 15.3 14.2 5.2 5.2 4.4 4.6 4.5 4.6

Portugal 5.6 5.6 5.5 4.9 5.0 3.5 2.7 2.7 2.7

Slovak Republic - - - - 3.5 5.1 4.5 4.9 0.0

Spain 10.1 10.4 10.3 8.8 9.1 9.4 9.7 9.2 9.5

Sweden 28.1 27.9 26.8 26.1 24.7 23.4 22.1 22.2 22.4

Switzerland 8.5 7.6 7.6 7.4 7.2 7.3 7.4 7.2 7.4

Turkey 22.6 22.7 23.3 14.2 14.0 14.1 14.3 13.8 14.7

United Kingdom 13.2 12.7 12.7 12.1 12.6 12.3 12.4 12.6 12.8

United States 16.7 16.7 16.6 16.7 16.5 14.8 14.7 14.0 14.1

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.8a. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income Tax as a % of gross earnings

Two-earner married couple, one at 100% average earnings and the other at 33%, with no children
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 20.7 21.1 21.7 22.1 19.3 19.8 20.8 20.8 21.1

Austria 24.6 25.3 25.6 25.8 25.1 25.4 25.6 25.8 25.8

Belgium 37.0 37.2 37.6 37.7 37.9 37.9 37.0 35.7 32.2

Canada 24.5 24.6 24.0 23.2 23.9 22.6 21.6 21.7 21.7

Czech Republic 20.9 21.3 21.2 21.1 21.0 20.9 21.3 21.7 22.3

Denmark 41.3 41.4 40.0 40.8 40.8 40.0 39.3 39.3 39.0

Finland 33.9 32.1 31.8 30.2 30.1 28.8 28.0 27.4 26.6

France 24.5 24.5 23.7 24.1 23.4 23.1 22.8 22.9 22.9

Germany 35.6 36.7 36.5 36.0 35.5 34.3 34.6 35.4 34.0

Greece 17.8 18.0 18.4 18.1 18.3 18.0 17.1 16.8 17.3

Hungary 25.6 24.9 24.6 27.7 28.7 28.9 26.5 22.2 22.8

Iceland 12.8 13.2 15.5 15.8 16.8 17.8 19.1 19.6 20.0

Ireland 21.9 20.2 18.6 16.3 15.0 11.6 10.9 10.3 9.7

Italy 24.5 26.0 25.6 25.6 24.1 23.6 24.2 22.8 23.1

Japan 12.7 13.9 12.2 15.2 15.3 15.4 18.4 16.6 16.5

Korea 3.7 5.1 6.0 8.1 8.4 8.4 8.4 8.6 8.7

Luxembourg 16.7 17.3 16.5 17.5 18.3 16.8 15.7 15.8 16.0

Mexico 0.4 -3.7 -2.4 -3.5 -2.1 -1.4 -1.1 -0.4 -0.2

Netherlands 36.2 35.9 30.7 31.8 32.4 28.9 25.7 26.6 30.5

New Zealand 20.8 20.4 19.1 18.6 18.7 18.8 19.3 19.4 19.8

Norway 27.7 27.6 27.7 27.4 26.3 26.0 26.1 26.1 26.2

Poland1 16.5 15.3 14.2 30.0 30.0 29.4 29.6 29.7 30.0

Portugal 16.6 16.6 16.5 15.9 16.0 14.5 13.7 13.7 13.7

Slovak Republic - - - - 16.3 17.9 17.3 17.7 13.4

Spain 16.9 17.1 17.1 15.6 15.4 15.8 16.1 15.5 15.9

Sweden 33.1 33.9 33.7 33.0 31.7 30.4 29.1 29.2 29.5

Switzerland 20.1 19.1 19.2 19.0 18.7 18.8 18.9 18.5 18.4

Turkey 31.9 33.1 32.8 23.4 28.0 30.1 29.3 28.8 29.7

United Kingdom 20.8 20.4 20.4 19.2 19.4 18.8 18.8 19.8 20.1

United States 24.4 24.4 24.3 24.4 24.1 22.5 22.4 21.6 21.8

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.8b. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income tax plus employee contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

Two-earner married couple, one at 100% average earnings and the other at 33%, with no children
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 20.7 21.1 21.7 22.1 19.3 19.8 25.3 25.3 25.6

Austria 39.4 43.4 43.5 43.6 42.8 42.3 42.4 42.6 42.5

Belgium 53.2 52.0 52.3 52.3 52.8 52.1 51.2 48.4 44.9

Canada 29.1 29.3 28.6 27.9 28.7 27.5 29.5 29.7 29.5

Czech Republic 41.4 41.7 41.6 41.5 41.5 41.4 41.7 42.0 42.5

Denmark 41.3 41.7 40.4 41.3 41.2 40.6 39.9 39.8 39.5

Finland 47.4 46.0 45.9 44.6 44.5 43.0 42.4 41.4 40.8

France 46.8 44.3 43.2 43.7 44.0 43.8 43.4 44.5 42.5

Germany 46.5 47.7 47.5 47.0 46.5 45.5 45.8 46.6 45.4

Greece 35.7 35.9 36.3 36.0 36.2 35.9 35.2 35.0 35.4

Hungary 49.3 49.6 49.4 50.1 47.6 46.9 47.9 44.0 44.2

Iceland 15.8 16.4 19.0 19.7 20.6 21.9 23.1 23.9 24.4

Ireland 29.7 28.2 26.8 24.7 23.5 20.5 19.1 18.6 18.1

Italy 48.4 49.4 44.8 44.5 43.4 42.9 43.1 42.0 42.2

Japan 18.5 19.6 18.1 23.2 23.3 23.4 29.1 25.9 25.8

Korea 5.9 12.0 14.4 15.5 15.8 15.8 15.6 15.8 16.1

Luxembourg 26.5 27.1 26.7 27.3 28.2 26.9 25.7 25.9 26.0

Mexico 21.5 18.1 19.0 11.1 12.3 11.6 13.4 14.5 12.8

Netherlands 40.7 39.3 40.0 41.0 41.6 38.7 33.5 33.8 40.2

New Zealand 20.8 20.4 19.1 18.6 18.7 18.8 19.3 19.4 19.8

Norway 35.8 35.7 35.8 35.5 34.7 34.4 34.5 34.5 34.7

Poland1 43.6 42.9 42.1 41.9 41.9 41.4 41.6 41.6 41.9

Portugal 32.6 32.6 32.5 32.1 32.2 30.9 30.2 30.3 30.3

Slovak Republic - - - - 39.3 40.5 40.1 40.4 36.1

Spain 37.4 37.5 37.4 36.2 35.2 35.5 35.7 35.3 35.6

Sweden 49.7 50.2 50.2 49.7 48.6 47.6 46.6 46.7 46.8

Switzerland 28.3 27.5 27.5 27.4 27.2 27.2 27.3 26.8 26.5

Turkey 39.8 41.6 40.6 32.2 39.7 42.9 41.8 41.4 42.2

United Kingdom 27.0 26.4 26.8 25.0 25.3 24.5 24.6 26.0 26.4

United States 29.7 29.8 29.7 29.7 29.5 28.0 27.9 27.2 27.3

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.8c. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Income tax plus employee and employer contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

Two-earner married couple, one at 100% average earnings and the other at 33%, with no children
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1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 21.9 23.3 22.1 21.9 22.4 22.3 21.5 21.6 22.5 23.3 24.4 22.8 23.3 24.0 24.0 24.3

Austria 9.3 10.2 9.4 10.2 9.5 7.0 7.5 8.6 8.9 10.2 10.8 9.8 10.2 10.5 10.8 10.8

Belgium 15.2 18.7 25.5 26.4 25.9 25.3 25.9 26.1 27.2 27.6 27.9 27.9 27.8 27.2 26.7 26.6

Canada 18.3 19.0 18.8 19.4 21.4 20.0 20.4 21.1 21.7 22.1 20.8 21.1 19.3 17.9 18.0 17.8

Czech Republic - - - - - - - 8.5 10.0 10.4 10.2 10.1 10.0 10.4 10.8 11.4

Denmark 35.7 37.8 39.4 40.0 44.0 44.0 44.2 44.4 37.4 35.1 33.0 32.4 32.6 31.7 31.7 30.6

Finland 26.7 27.3 29.5 30.5 30.8 30.8 28.3 28.6 29.3 28.0 26.3 26.6 25.9 25.4 24.9 24.2

France 8.5 8.6 8.4 7.4 6.8 6.7 8.1 8.5 8.8 10.5 14.3 13.4 13.5 13.6 13.2 13.1

Germany 16.0 16.4 17.1 18.1 18.6 18.6 18.4 18.3 20.8 21.2 21.2 21.5 20.1 20.4 20.8 19.6

Greece 1.4 1.3 3.0 3.2 3.5 5.8 3.6 1.7 1.7 2.0 1.9 2.2 1.8 0.4 0.0 0.6

Hungary - - - - - - - - 16.4 17.8 17.6 18.9 19.2 16.9 12.9 12.4

Iceland - 16.8 16.9 14.5 12.0 17.5 17.9 19.7 20.4 21.2 22.3 23.1 23.5 24.8 25.2 25.5

Ireland 23.7 23.4 24.6 26.8 27.9 25.5 24.7 23.9 22.4 20.5 19.3 15.2 12.0 11.4 11.1 10.6
Italy1

11.6 14.1 16.3 18.4 18.4 18.1 16.3 15.8 17.5 18.8 20.0 19.3 18.6 19.1 18.2 18.6

Japan 7.6 8.5 9.0 8.8 8.5 7.9 8.5 8.4 6.4 8.0 6.1 6.2 6.2 5.6 5.9 5.9

Korea - - - - - - - - 2.5 1.7 2.1 2.5 2.5 2.2 2.3 2.2

Luxembourg 17.4 16.8 17.4 16.7 14.0 13.5 11.8 12.7 13.1 13.8 12.1 12.6 10.8 8.3 8.5 8.9

Mexico - - - - - 6.6 6.1 6.5 2.5 -1.2 0.0 1.3 1.9 2.1 2.8 3.0

Netherlands 14.8 13.5 12.0 11.3 11.9 12.1 11.5 12.2 6.7 6.5 6.3 7.6 8.8 7.0 6.0 8.5

New Zealand 26.0 26.8 26.6 27.9 26.1 23.4 23.8 24.0 24.5 21.6 19.4 19.5 19.5 20.1 20.3 20.7

Norway 25.7 24.7 23.3 22.7 22.7 25.9 24.4 20.9 21.8 21.7 21.6 21.4 21.0 21.0 20.9 20.9
Poland2

- - - - - - - 17.2 18.1 16.9 6.6 6.6 6.0 6.1 6.0 6.1

Portugal 4.4 4.9 7.1 6.9 7.5 6.5 5.9 6.8 7.0 7.2 6.6 6.7 5.4 5.5 5.6 5.6

Slovak Republic - - - - - - - - - - - 6.0 6.8 5.9 6.3 7.9

Spain 10.1 11.3 12.2 10.6 12.7 10.4 11.3 12.3 13.2 13.8 11.8 12.1 12.6 13.0 12.3 12.7

Sweden 36.5 36.1 35.5 35.6 36.6 37.0 28.0 28.5 28.7 28.5 27.2 25.8 24.6 23.4 23.8 24.0

Switzerland 10.6 11.6 11.4 11.2 10.8 10.8 9.6 11.1 11.0 10.3 10.2 9.8 9.9 9.9 9.7 9.8

Turkey 42.0 35.2 30.2 22.9 22.4 23.5 27.1 27.4 25.2 23.9 15.2 14.7 14.9 15.1 14.8 15.4

United Kingdom 23.2 23.4 22.7 22.3 20.3 19.0 18.7 18.0 18.2 16.7 16.3 15.8 15.5 15.6 15.7 15.9

United States 20.6 23.5 23.0 21.8 18.4 18.4 18.4 18.3 18.1 18.2 18.2 17.9 16.8 16.6 16.4 16.5
1. As from 1990 on, data on wages have been revised to include only production workers.

2. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.9. Income tax (in % of gross wage), 1979-2004, single persons without children
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1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 21.9 23.3 22.6 22.9 23.6 23.5 22.8 23.0 24.0 24.8 25.9 22.8 23.3 24.0 24.0 24.3

Austria 23.5 25.1 24.5 26.6 25.9 23.8 24.7 25.9 27.0 28.3 28.8 27.9 28.3 28.6 28.9 28.8

Belgium 25.3 28.8 37.0 38.5 38.0 37.4 37.9 39.2 41.1 41.5 41.9 41.9 41.7 41.2 40.7 40.5

Canada 20.8 22.0 22.3 23.3 25.4 23.8 25.0 26.3 27.1 27.7 26.5 27.1 25.5 24.4 24.6 24.7

Czech Republic - - - - - - - 22.0 23.2 22.9 22.7 22.6 22.5 22.9 23.3 23.9

Denmark 40.1 42.2 44.8 46.3 46.0 46.6 46.7 47.0 45.2 44.9 44.2 44.1 43.3 42.3 42.3 41.2

Finland 29.4 30.0 32.2 34.2 34.2 34.0 31.7 35.7 38.0 35.8 33.7 33.6 32.4 31.5 31.0 30.3

France 20.3 20.5 22.6 22.6 23.5 25.0 25.2 26.9 27.4 28.1 27.7 26.8 27.0 26.8 26.8 26.7

Germany 31.6 32.6 33.9 35.0 35.7 36.0 36.6 36.6 40.5 42.3 41.9 42.0 40.7 41.0 41.8 40.5

Greece 11.6 11.5 16.2 16.4 16.8 19.1 17.4 17.5 17.6 17.9 17.8 18.1 17.7 16.3 16.0 16.6

Hungary - - - - - - - - 27.9 29.3 30.1 31.4 31.7 29.4 25.4 25.9

Iceland - 17.0 17.2 14.7 12.2 17.5 18.1 20.0 20.6 21.5 22.5 23.2 23.7 25.1 25.4 25.7

Ireland 28.1 28.1 33.1 35.3 35.7 33.3 32.4 32.7 29.2 26.0 24.3 20.3 16.9 16.4 16.0 15.7

Italy1
20.0 22.6 25.8 27.0 27.3 26.7 25.3 25.8 27.5 29.0 29.1 28.5 27.8 28.3 27.4 27.8

Japan 12.5 13.2 13.1 15.8 15.5 14.9 15.5 15.4 13.4 15.0 16.1 16.2 16.2 19.3 17.5 17.4

Korea - - - - - - - - 4.8 5.6 8.8 9.2 9.2 8.9 9.2 9.3

Luxembourg 29.3 28.8 29.5 28.9 26.2 25.9 24.1 25.2 25.6 26.4 25.8 26.6 24.8 22.1 22.3 22.7

Mexico - - - - - 11.1 10.9 11.3 7.7 1.4 1.6 2.9 3.4 3.7 4.4 4.5

Netherlands 35.5 35.8 40.4 38.0 37.4 35.6 40.4 41.8 40.5 39.3 35.4 36.2 32.9 28.6 29.0 34.4

New Zealand 26.0 26.8 26.6 27.9 26.1 23.4 23.8 24.0 24.5 21.6 19.4 19.5 19.5 20.1 20.3 20.7

Norway 34.4 33.8 33.0 32.7 33.6 33.8 32.2 28.7 29.6 29.5 29.4 29.2 28.8 28.8 28.7 28.7

Poland2
- - - - - - - 17.2 18.1 16.9 31.4 31.4 31.0 31.1 31.2 31.5

Portugal 14.4 15.4 18.1 18.4 18.5 17.4 17.6 16.9 18.0 18.2 17.6 17.7 16.4 16.5 16.6 16.6

Slovak Republic - - - - - - - - - - - 18.8 19.6 18.7 19.1 21.3

Spain 15.7 16.9 18.1 16.9 18.7 16.4 17.3 18.4 19.6 20.2 18.2 18.5 18.9 19.3 18.6 19.0

Sweden 36.5 36.1 35.5 35.6 36.6 37.0 28.0 29.5 32.6 34.5 34.1 32.8 31.7 30.4 30.7 31.0

Switzerland 20.9 21.9 21.5 21.5 21.1 21.2 19.9 21.4 22.5 21.9 21.7 21.3 21.4 21.4 21.0 20.9

Turkey 49.0 42.2 38.2 31.3 31.8 32.6 34.8 34.3 30.5 33.1 22.9 28.7 30.9 30.1 29.8 30.4

United Kingdom 29.7 31.2 31.7 31.3 29.3 27.3 26.2 25.6 26.7 25.2 24.4 23.6 23.1 23.2 24.2 24.4

United States 26.8 30.2 29.7 28.9 25.6 26.0 26.0 26.0 25.8 25.8 25.8 25.5 24.4 24.3 24.1 24.2
1. As from 1990 on, data on wages have been revised to include only production workers.

2. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.10.  Income tax plus employee contributions (in % of gross wage), 1979-2004, single persons without children
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1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 21.9 23.3 22.6 22.9 23.6 23.5 22.8 23.0 24.0 24.8 25.9 22.8 23.3 28.3 28.3 28.6

Austria 36.5 38.6 38.1 40.3 39.6 38.1 39.1 40.0 41.2 45.6 45.9 44.9 44.5 44.7 45.0 44.9

Belgium 47.4 49.8 49.2 51.0 53.5 53.2 53.7 54.6 56.3 56.6 56.9 56.2 55.6 55.1 54.6 54.2

Canada 23.2 24.7 25.6 26.9 29.0 27.2 29.0 30.8 31.5 32.3 31.1 31.8 30.4 32.2 32.4 32.3

Czech Republic - - - - - - - 42.6 43.2 42.9 42.7 42.7 42.6 42.9 43.2 43.6

Denmark 40.6 42.7 46.5 47.8 47.6 46.6 46.7 47.0 45.2 45.1 44.5 44.4 43.6 42.7 42.7 41.5

Finland 41.6 42.4 43.2 45.2 45.5 46.2 44.5 49.3 51.2 48.9 47.4 47.3 45.9 45.2 44.4 43.8

France1
- - - - - - - - 49.1 48.7 48.1 48.2 48.3 48.2 48.3 47.4

Germany 40.8 41.9 43.4 44.5 45.1 45.5 46.4 46.4 50.2 52.3 51.9 51.8 50.8 51.1 51.9 50.7

Greece 25.6 25.5 31.2 31.4 31.6 33.8 33.0 35.3 35.6 35.8 35.7 36.0 35.7 34.6 34.4 34.9

Hungary - - - - - - - - 51.4 52.0 50.7 49.6 49.0 49.0 45.6 45.8

Iceland - 18.4 18.8 16.5 13.9 19.5 20.1 22.0 23.1 24.4 26.0 26.7 27.5 28.8 29.4 29.7

Ireland 33.9 34.7 40.1 42.4 42.8 40.6 39.8 40.0 36.9 33.9 32.4 28.9 25.8 24.5 24.2 23.8

Italy2
45.3 47.3 50.5 50.0 49.4 51.2 48.8 49.2 50.3 51.5 47.2 46.7 46.1 46.1 45.4 45.7

Japan 16.7 17.3 17.7 21.6 21.4 20.4 21.5 21.2 19.5 20.7 24.0 24.1 24.2 29.8 26.7 26.6

Korea - - - - - - - - 6.9 12.4 16.1 16.5 16.6 16.1 16.3 16.6

Luxembourg 38.5 38.2 38.6 38.4 35.7 35.5 33.9 34.9 34.3 35.2 34.6 35.5 33.9 31.3 31.5 31.9

Mexico - - - - - 23.5 24.4 26.6 27.2 20.8 14.1 15.4 14.4 16.1 17.2 15.4

Netherlands 48.0 48.3 52.0 49.9 49.5 47.0 46.5 45.7 44.8 43.6 44.3 45.1 42.3 35.5 35.2 43.6

New Zealand 26.0 26.8 26.6 27.9 26.1 23.4 23.8 24.0 24.5 21.6 19.4 19.5 19.5 20.1 20.3 20.7

Norway 43.5 43.1 42.3 41.8 42.6 42.7 41.2 36.8 37.5 37.4 37.3 37.2 36.9 36.9 36.8 36.9

Poland3
- - - - - - - 44.1 44.7 43.9 43.0 43.0 42.7 42.8 42.9 43.1

Portugal 28.1 29.9 32.3 34.9 34.5 33.9 33.2 33.3 33.7 33.9 33.4 33.5 32.5 32.6 32.6 32.6

Slovak Republic - - - - - - - - - - - 41.2 41.7 41.1 41.4 42.0

Spain 36.4 37.4 38.0 36.6 37.9 35.9 36.5 38.0 38.5 39.0 37.5 37.6 37.9 38.2 37.7 38.0

Sweden 50.7 50.8 50.6 50.9 51.7 52.7 46.0 45.6 49.3 50.7 50.5 49.5 48.5 47.6 47.9 48.0

Switzerland 28.2 29.1 28.8 28.8 28.5 28.6 27.3 28.7 30.6 30.0 29.8 29.5 29.5 29.6 29.0 28.8

Turkey 53.9 47.7 44.8 37.0 40.2 40.1 41.2 40.0 35.3 40.7 30.3 40.4 43.6 42.5 42.2 42.7

United Kingdom 36.1 37.6 38.2 37.8 36.0 34.2 33.2 32.6 33.4 32.0 30.8 30.1 29.5 29.5 31.0 31.2

United States 31.9 35.3 34.9 33.6 30.6 31.1 31.3 31.2 31.0 31.1 31.1 30.8 29.8 29.7 29.5 29.6
1. Employers' social security contributions not reported by France for period 1979 to 1993.

2. As from 1990 on, data on wages have been revised to include only production workers.

3. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.11. Income tax plus employee and employer contributions (as % of labour costs), 1979–2004

single persons without children
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1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 16.8 18.0 16.3 16.8 17.8 17.9 16.8 17.0 22.5 20.8 22.2 22.8 23.3 24.0 24.0 24.3

Austria 6.5 7.6 6.6 7.6 6.4 3.1 3.8 2.8 3.5 5.0 9.2 8.2 8.7 9.0 9.3 8.1

Belgium 8.0 11.6 18.4 19.3 19.1 14.2 15.0 15.5 16.1 16.5 17.0 17.1 17.1 16.7 15.9 15.2

Canada 9.7 10.6 9.0 10.3 12.3 10.9 12.1 10.3 11.2 12.6 10.2 16.9 15.3 14.1 14.2 13.9

Czech Republic - - - - - - - 2.5 4.5 5.2 4.3 4.2 4.0 4.5 4.9 5.3

Denmark 30.3 32.6 33.8 34.3 35.7 35.6 36.0 36.2 29.4 27.8 26.2 25.7 26.2 25.7 25.7 25.4

Finland 20.9 21.9 23.8 25.3 25.2 23.7 21.8 23.3 29.3 28.0 26.3 26.6 25.9 25.4 24.9 24.2

France 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 1.7 1.9 3.7 7.6 7.6 7.0 7.1 7.1 7.1

Germany 9.9 9.7 10.5 10.9 8.6 9.2 8.7 7.9 9.6 1.0 0.0 -0.9 -1.7 -2.4 -1.6 -2.8

Greece 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.8 3.7 0.5 0.5 0.8 2.5 1.9 2.3 2.0 0.9 0.0 0.6

Hungary - - - - - - - - 16.4 17.8 12.0 12.6 9.2 8.0 4.6 4.7

Iceland - 10.2 9.4 6.4 4.8 1.3 0.3 2.5 3.6 6.8 11.3 12.0 12.6 13.3 13.3 14.0

Ireland 11.5 13.0 14.0 16.2 17.9 17.0 16.2 15.9 15.4 14.1 10.1 5.0 2.9 2.5 2.2 2.2
Italy1

9.4 10.8 12.5 16.2 15.2 14.8 12.7 11.9 14.0 15.3 15.8 14.9 13.4 11.9 11.3 11.9

Japan 1.8 2.8 3.3 2.8 2.7 1.9 2.4 2.8 1.6 2.6 1.5 2.0 2.0 1.4 1.6 2.7

Korea - - - - - - - - 1.5 0.9 1.3 1.7 1.8 1.6 1.7 1.4

Luxembourg 3.4 3.1 2.7 2.2 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Mexico - - - - - 6.6 6.1 6.5 2.5 -1.2 0.0 1.3 1.9 2.1 2.8 3.0

Netherlands 12.5 11.2 9.6 8.4 8.9 9.2 10.1 9.5 4.4 3.5 4.8 4.9 8.3 6.4 5.7 8.3

New Zealand 17.0 21.5 21.7 24.8 24.3 20.3 20.8 22.2 22.4 16.2 14.1 19.5 19.5 20.1 20.3 20.7

Norway 17.5 17.0 15.6 15.0 15.2 18.6 17.8 15.9 17.0 17.1 17.4 17.1 18.1 18.2 18.0 18.0
Poland2

- - - - - - - 15.3 16.1 14.7 4.6 4.7 4.0 4.2 4.0 4.1

Portugal 4.0 4.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 2.1 1.2 1.1 3.3 3.1 2.4 2.7 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.4

Slovak Republic - - - - - - - - - - - 2.0 3.5 2.6 3.1 -5.3

Spain 6.1 6.7 7.5 5.9 8.3 5.3 6.4 5.6 6.4 6.8 2.5 3.0 3.6 4.2 3.5 4.3

Sweden 33.7 33.7 33.3 33.9 35.0 35.7 28.0 28.5 28.7 28.5 27.2 25.8 24.6 23.4 23.8 24.0

Switzerland 6.3 7.2 6.1 6.4 6.0 5.8 5.4 5.7 5.7 5.1 5.0 4.9 5.0 5.1 5.0 5.1

Turkey 42.0 35.2 30.2 22.9 22.4 23.5 27.1 27.4 25.2 23.9 15.2 14.7 14.9 15.1 14.8 15.4

United Kingdom 19.3 19.8 18.6 17.9 16.5 15.5 15.4 15.0 16.6 15.1 15.2 13.3 10.2 9.3 7.9 8.1

United States 11.6 14.4 15.2 14.5 13.0 11.5 11.3 11.3 11.0 10.7 7.4 7.6 4.3 3.9 1.5 2.4
1. As from 1990 on, data on wages have been revised to include only production workers.

2. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.12. Income tax (as % of gross wage), 1979-2004, one-earner family with two children
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1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Australia 13.0 15.1 12.9 14.5 16.2 15.6 14.4 14.9 16.1 14.5 16.1 13.5 14.2 15.6 11.1 12.8

Austria 4.2 7.1 7.8 8.6 7.3 5.6 6.9 6.5 9.5 10.7 10.0 7.6 8.2 8.9 8.9 8.0

Belgium 5.0 9.1 19.8 22.6 22.1 14.5 16.0 17.8 19.5 20.2 20.7 21.1 21.6 21.0 20.4 16.4

Canada 9.0 10.4 9.4 11.0 13.1 11.8 14.0 15.5 16.6 18.2 15.9 16.9 14.8 14.3 14.2 14.4

Czech Republic - - - - - - - -4.5 3.3 7.1 -2.1 -4.3 -2.0 -1.9 1.5 4.9

Denmark 30.3 33.1 35.5 35.9 33.5 32.4 32.5 32.5 30.9 31.1 30.7 30.7 30.2 29.7 29.7 29.4

Finland 18.2 18.9 19.7 22.6 22.5 20.0 17.0 21.5 26.3 25.7 23.9 24.3 23.5 22.8 22.6 21.7

France 6.8 6.6 6.4 7.7 9.3 10.9 11.2 13.1 13.8 15.3 15.0 15.0 14.4 14.6 15.0 15.1

Germany 19.9 19.8 22.2 23.1 21.2 22.5 22.4 21.5 25.0 22.1 20.7 19.6 18.9 18.3 19.4 18.1

Greece -7.7 -7.7 -4.1 -4.1 15.1 16.9 14.2 16.3 16.7 18.4 17.8 18.2 17.9 16.8 16.0 16.6

Hungary - - - - - - - - 7.3 12.9 9.1 11.6 9.9 8.5 4.4 6.1

Iceland - 4.5 2.7 -5.2 -6.8 -14.2 -16.9 -14.0 -14.5 -6.8 1.3 3.2 3.0 4.7 5.3 6.6

Ireland 13.4 14.9 19.0 21.5 22.1 21.5 20.8 21.3 17.9 14.6 10.5 5.4 2.3 -0.7 -3.7 -4.2
Italy1

12.1 11.5 13.6 18.1 20.3 15.8 15.5 15.9 19.6 17.0 15.5 14.8 13.5 14.9 14.4 15.2

Japan 6.7 7.6 8.0 9.8 9.7 8.9 9.4 9.8 8.6 9.6 11.5 12.0 12.0 15.1 13.2 14.3

Korea - - - - - - - - 3.8 4.7 8.0 8.4 8.5 8.3 8.7 8.4

Luxembourg 8.1 7.3 5.9 5.5 2.8 1.2 1.6 -0.6 1.2 1.3 -1.3 -0.8 -0.7 -3.0 -3.0 -2.9

Mexico - - - - - 11.1 10.9 11.3 7.7 1.4 1.6 2.9 3.4 3.7 4.4 4.5

Netherlands 24.8 25.1 29.9 27.2 27.0 25.5 33.2 31.1 29.8 27.9 23.6 25.0 22.1 17.1 17.3 23.6

New Zealand 10.4 16.8 17.5 15.5 24.3 18.0 20.8 22.2 22.4 16.2 14.1 15.5 16.7 18.8 19.4 20.7

Norway 21.8 18.8 17.0 16.7 17.1 16.8 15.2 13.1 14.9 15.4 16.8 17.6 17.5 18.0 18.2 18.4
Poland2

- - - - - - - 6.4 10.1 9.5 25.4 25.6 25.0 29.2 25.3 29.5

Portugal 9.9 10.5 12.3 13.9 12.5 8.6 7.1 7.0 9.2 9.4 8.4 8.7 6.1 5.4 5.6 4.1

Slovak Republic - - - - - - - - - - - -3.2 1.4 0.9 6.6 1.2

Spain 9.8 10.6 12.0 11.3 13.8 10.8 12.2 11.7 12.8 13.2 8.9 9.3 10.0 10.5 9.8 10.6

Sweden 25.9 25.9 25.9 24.6 25.2 27.5 17.0 19.1 23.1 27.2 26.0 23.7 21.8 20.8 21.4 21.9

Switzerland 11.0 12.5 11.7 10.6 9.9 10.1 9.6 8.8 9.5 8.2 8.4 8.2 8.4 8.6 8.1 8.0

Turkey 49.0 41.4 38.2 31.3 31.8 32.6 34.8 34.3 30.5 33.1 22.9 28.7 30.9 30.1 29.8 30.4

United Kingdom 17.7 19.4 19.0 18.5 17.8 17.3 16.5 15.9 18.6 17.3 16.2 14.1 10.7 9.9 9.3 9.8

United States 17.7 21.0 21.9 21.6 20.2 19.0 19.0 18.9 18.6 18.3 15.0 15.3 12.0 11.5 9.2 10.0
1. As from 1990 on, data on wages have been revised to include only production workers.

2. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.13.  Income tax plus employee contributions less cash benefits (as % of gross wage), 1979-2004
one-earner family with two children
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1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 13.0 15.1 12.9 14.5 16.2 15.6 14.4 14.9 16.1 14.5 16.1 13.5 14.2 20.4 16.1 17.7

Austria 20.5 23.9 24.3 25.6 24.4 23.3 24.7 24.3 27.2 32.2 31.6 29.5 29.0 29.5 29.5 28.8

Belgium 33.1 36.0 35.3 38.4 41.6 36.1 37.3 38.6 40.3 40.8 41.2 40.5 40.3 39.7 39.1 35.6

Canada 11.7 13.5 13.3 15.2 17.4 15.7 18.5 20.6 21.7 23.4 21.2 22.2 20.4 23.1 23.1 23.0

Czech Republic - - - - - - - 23.1 28.5 31.2 24.4 22.7 24.5 24.5 27.1 29.5

Denmark 30.9 33.6 37.5 37.7 35.5 32.4 32.5 32.5 30.9 31.3 31.1 31.0 30.7 30.1 30.1 29.8

Finland 32.4 33.2 32.7 35.6 35.8 34.8 32.5 38.1 42.1 40.8 39.6 39.9 38.8 38.3 37.6 36.8
France1

- - - - - - - - 39.5 39.5 38.9 39.8 39.4 39.5 39.9 39.0

Germany 30.7 30.9 33.3 34.2 32.7 34.0 34.3 33.6 37.3 35.6 34.4 33.3 32.7 32.2 33.4 32.2

Greece 9.3 9.3 14.5 22.9 30.3 32.0 30.5 34.3 34.9 36.2 35.8 36.1 35.9 35.0 34.4 34.9

Hungary - - - - - - - - 37.4 40.8 35.9 35.0 32.8 33.9 30.3 31.3

Iceland - 6.2 4.6 -3.0 -4.8 -11.4 -14.0 -11.2 -10.9 -2.8 5.8 7.6 7.8 9.5 10.4 11.7

Ireland 20.4 22.7 27.4 30.0 30.6 30.0 29.4 29.9 26.8 23.8 20.1 15.5 12.8 9.1 6.4 5.9
Italy2

40.9 41.1 42.3 43.9 44.6 43.9 40.7 42.4 44.9 43.3 37.0 36.5 35.4 36.0 35.7 36.2

Japan 11.2 11.9 12.3 16.0 15.9 14.8 15.3 16.0 15.1 15.6 19.8 20.2 20.4 26.2 22.9 23.8

Korea - - - - - - - - 6.0 11.6 15.4 15.8 15.9 15.5 15.8 15.8

Luxembourg 20.1 19.5 18.1 18.1 15.3 14.0 14.3 12.5 12.7 13.0 10.7 11.4 11.5 9.2 9.2 9.3

Mexico - - - - - 23.5 24.4 26.6 27.2 20.8 14.1 15.4 14.4 16.1 17.2 15.4

Netherlands 39.4 39.7 43.6 41.2 41.1 38.7 40.1 35.7 34.9 33.0 34.1 35.5 33.0 25.1 24.5 34.3

New Zealand 10.4 16.8 17.5 15.5 24.3 18.0 20.8 22.2 22.4 16.2 14.1 15.5 16.7 18.8 19.4 20.7

Norway 32.6 30.1 28.5 28.0 28.4 28.0 26.4 23.0 24.4 24.9 26.2 26.9 26.9 27.3 27.5 27.8
Poland3

- - - - - - - 36.8 39.3 38.9 38.1 38.2 37.8 41.2 37.9 41.5

Portugal 24.3 25.8 27.5 31.4 29.7 26.5 25.4 25.3 26.6 26.8 26.0 26.2 24.1 23.6 23.7 22.5

Slovak Republic - - - - - - - - - - - 25.2 28.5 28.2 32.3 27.2

Spain 31.9 32.7 33.4 32.4 34.1 31.6 32.6 32.9 33.3 33.7 30.4 30.6 31.1 31.5 30.9 31.6

Sweden 42.5 42.9 43.2 42.5 43.0 45.5 37.7 37.7 42.2 45.2 44.4 42.6 41.1 40.3 40.8 41.2

Switzerland 19.2 20.6 19.9 19.0 18.3 18.6 18.0 17.3 18.9 17.7 17.8 17.7 17.9 18.1 17.5 17.2

Turkey 53.9 47.7 44.8 37.0 40.2 40.1 41.2 40.0 35.3 40.7 30.3 40.4 43.6 42.5 42.2 42.7

United Kingdom 25.2 26.8 26.6 26.2 25.6 25.1 24.3 23.8 26.1 24.8 23.3 21.4 18.1 17.3 17.4 18.0

United States 23.5 26.8 27.7 26.7 25.5 24.7 24.8 24.7 24.4 24.1 21.1 21.3 18.3 17.8 15.6 16.4
1. Employers' social security contributions not reported by France for period 1979 to 1993.

2. As from 1990 on, data on wages have been revised to include only production workers.

3. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

    using external sources.  Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

Table III.14. Income tax plus employee and employer contributions less cash benefits (as % of labour costs), 1979-2004
one-earner family with two children
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