ISBN 92-64-01788-7

Taxing Wages: 2003/2004

Special Feature: Broadening the Definition of the Average Worker
© OECD 2005

PART III

Historical Trends
1979-2004

TAXING WAGES: 2003/2004 - ISBN 92-64-01788-7 - © OECD 2005

77



III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table lll.1a. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Single persons without children at 67% of average earnings
Income Tax as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 16.9 18.6 19.0 19.0 18.4 19.2 20.3 20.3 20.7
Austria 4.1 4.8 5.1 5.1 35 4.0 4.3 4.6 2.7
Belgium 20.2 20.9 20.9 20.9 21.0 21.0 20.5 19.5 19.3
Canada 18.0 17.2 16.3 16.3 16.4 15.4 14.2 14.2 14.2
Czech Republic 8.4 8.4 8.4 8.4 8.3 8.2 8.5 8.7 9.1
Denmark 31.6 29.4 28.6 28.6 27.7 28.0 27.4 27.4 27.0
Finland 23.6 22.0 20.3 20.3 20.5 19.7 19.2 18.8 17.9
France 4.3 9.7 10.1 10.1 8.8 7.4 6.8 6.8 6.6
Germany 15.4 154 15.2 15.2 15.0 13.8 14.0 14.4 13.2
Greece 0.7 11 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Hungary 10.5 10.1 12.4 12.4 14.4 14.8 11.3 5.4 55
Iceland 11.7 15.0 15.4 15.4 16.6 17.5 18.8 19.3 19.7
Ireland 17.1 14.7 12.4 12.4 11.1 8.0 7.2 6.6 5.9
Italy 14.4 15.8 15.8 15.8 14.8 14.3 14.7 12.8 13.2
Japan 5.6 4.8 5.1 5.1 5.2 5.2 4.7 4.9 4.9
Korea 0.7 0.3 0.8 0.8 1.0 1.0 0.8 0.9 0.9
Luxembourg 7.3 5.9 6.3 6.3 6.8 5.0 34 3.6 3.8
Mexico -6.2 -6.2 -6.2 -6.2 -5.4 -4.8 4.1 -3.7 -3.5
Netherlands 4.8 6.5 5.1 5.1 4.9 35 3.6 2.8 2.7
New Zealand 20.7 19.0 18.6 18.6 18.7 18.8 18.9 18.9 19.0
Norway 18.3 18.4 18.3 18.3 18.0 17.6 17.5 17.4 17.4
Poland® 16.5 14.2 5.2 5.2 5.2 4.4 4.6 4.5 4.6
Portugal 3.1 3.2 2.7 2.7 2.9 17 18 1.9 19
Slovak Republic - - - - 3.8 4.9 4.5 4.8 3.7
Spain 7.9 8.6 5.5 5.5 5.9 6.7 7.5 6.0 7.0
Sweden 26.6 25.6 24.8 24.8 235 22.3 21.0 21.4 21.6
Switzerland 7.7 7.4 7.3 7.3 7.0 7.0 7.0 6.8 6.9
Turkey 20.9 21.6 12.7 12.7 13.2 13.7 13.9 134 14.3
United Kingdom 14.0 13.6 12.9 12.9 12.6 12.3 12.4 12.6 12.8
United States 16.1 16.0 16.1 16.1 15.9 14.2 14.1 13.9 14.1

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table I1l.1b. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Single persons without children at 67% of average earnings
Income tax plus employee contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 18.6 19.4 20.1 20.5 18.4 19.2 20.3 20.3 20.7
Austria 22.2 22.4 22.9 23.2 21.6 22.1 22.3 22.7 20.7
Belgium 33.3 33.6 33.9 33.9 34.1 34.0 33.6 32.6 32.3
Canada 23.3 23.1 22.6 21.8 22.2 21.3 19.1 19.3 19.8
Czech Republic 20.9 21.0 20.9 20.9 20.8 20.7 21.0 21.2 21.6
Denmark 41.3 41.4 40.0 40.8 40.8 40.0 39.3 39.3 38.9
Finland 31.2 29.8 29.5 27.6 275 26.2 25.2 24.8 23.9
France 23.2 23.9 22.9 23.5 22.2 20.9 20.0 20.4 20.2
Germany 35.6 36.7 36.5 36.0 355 34.3 34.6 354 34.0
Greece 16.6 16.8 17.0 15.9 15.9 15.9 15.9 16.0 16.0
Hungary 22.0 22.2 21.6 24.9 26.9 27.3 23.8 17.9 19.0
Iceland 12.1 12.6 15.3 15.7 16.8 17.7 19.1 19.6 20.0
Ireland 20.2 18.5 16.9 14.8 11.1 10.3 9.6 9.1 8.5
Italy 24.3 25.1 25.0 25.0 23.9 23.5 23.8 22.0 22.4
Japan 12.6 13.6 11.8 15.1 15.2 15.2 18.3 16.5 16.5
Korea 3.0 4.3 5.1 7.5 7.7 7.7 7.5 7.9 7.9
Luxembourg 19.8 20.3 19.0 20.0 20.8 18.9 17.1 17.3 17.5
Mexico -0.9 -4.4 -3.8 -5.0 -4.2 -3.5 -2.9 -2.4 -2.2
Netherlands 35.0 34.7 30.1 31.0 312 26.7 26.9 28.1 27.9
New Zealand 20.7 20.3 19.0 18.6 18.7 18.8 18.9 18.9 19.0
Norway 26.1 26.1 26.2 26.1 25.8 25.4 25.3 25.2 25.2
Poland* 16.5 15.3 14.2 30.0 30.0 29.4 29.6 29.7 30.0
Portugal 14.1 14.3 14.2 13.7 13.9 12.7 12.8 12.9 12.9
Slovak Republic - - - - 16.6 17.7 17.3 17.6 17.1
Spain 14.3 14.7 15.0 11.9 12.3 13.0 13.8 12.4 13.3
Sweden 31.6 324 32.6 31.7 30.5 29.3 28.0 28.4 28.6
Switzerland 19.2 18.9 18.9 18.8 18.5 18.5 18.5 18.1 18.0
Turkey 32.6 34.5 335 24.1 27.2 29.7 28.9 28.4 29.3
United Kingdom 21.7 21.3 21.3 20.0 19.4 18.7 18.8 19.8 20.1
United States 23.8 23.8 23.7 23.8 23.5 21.9 21.8 21.6 21.7

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table Ill.1c. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Single persons without children at 67% of average earnings
Income tax plus employee and employer contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 18.6 194 20.1 20.5 18.4 19.2 24.8 24.8 25.2
Austria 374 411 41.5 41.6 40.1 39.7 39.9 40.2 38.6
Belgium 50.5 49.5 51.1 51.0 49.9 49.1 48.5 47.6 46.9
Canada 27.9 27.9 27.3 26.6 27.1 26.4 27.3 27.5 27.8
Czech Republic 41.4 41.5 41.4 41.4 41.4 41.3 41.5 41.7 41.9
Denmark 41.3 41.7 40.4 41.3 41.2 40.6 39.9 39.8 39.4
Finland 45.3 44.2 44.0 42.6 42.5 41.0 40.2 39.3 38.6
France 44.3 41.6 39.4 40.3 39.6 38.4 37.6 34.1 325
Germany 46.5 47.7 47.5 47.0 46.5 45.5 45.8 46.6 45.4
Greece 34.9 35.0 35.1 34.3 34.3 34.3 34.3 34.4 34.4
Hungary 46.8 47.8 47.4 48.2 46.2 45.8 46.0 40.9 415
Iceland 15.2 15.9 18.8 19.6 20.6 21.8 23.1 239 24.4
Ireland 26.5 249 23.4 215 18.1 17.3 16.7 16.2 15.6
Italy 48.3 48.8 44 .4 44.1 43.3 42.8 42.8 41.4 41.7
Japan 18.4 19.4 17.7 23.1 23.1 23.2 29.0 25.9 25.8
Korea 5.2 11.2 135 14.9 15.2 15.1 14.9 15.1 15.3
Luxembourg 29.1 29.7 28.9 29.5 30.4 28.8 27.1 27.2 27.5
Mexico 20.5 17.3 17.6 9.3 9.9 9.2 11.3 12.3 10.6
Netherlands 39.3 38.8 39.2 40.2 40.6 36.8 37.1 38.0 38.1
New Zealand 20.7 20.3 19.0 18.6 18.7 18.8 18.9 18.9 19.0
Norway 34.4 34.3 34.5 34.4 34.2 33.8 33.8 33.7 33.8
Poland® 43.6 42.9 42.1 41.9 41.9 414 41.6 41.6 41.9
Portugal 30.6 30.8 30.7 30.2 30.4 29.5 29.6 29.6 29.6
Slovak Republic - - - - 39.5 40.4 40.1 40.3 38.8
Spain 34.4 34.8 35.1 32.6 32.8 334 34.0 32.9 33.6
Sweden 48.6 49.2 49.3 48.7 47.7 46.8 45.8 46.1 46.2
Switzerland 27.6 27.3 27.3 27.2 27.0 26.9 26.9 26.4 26.1
Turkey 42.1 45.0 43.0 34.5 39.1 42.6 41.5 41.0 41.8
United Kingdom 26.8 28.4 28.5 25.8 25.3 24.5 245 26.0 26.4
United States 29.2 29.2 29.1 29.2 29.0 27.4 27.3 27.1 27.3

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table Ill.2a. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Single persons without children at 100% of average earnings
Income Tax as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 22.7 23.3 23.9 24.4 22.8 23.3 24.0 24.0 24.3
Austria 9.2 10.2 105 10.8 9.8 10.2 10.5 10.8 10.8
Belgium 27.4 27.6 27.8 27.9 27.9 27.8 27.2 26.7 26.6
Canada 22.2 221 215 20.8 211 19.3 17.9 18.0 17.8
Czech Republic 10.0 104 10.3 10.2 10.1 10.0 104 10.8 11.4
Denmark 36.0 35.1 33.7 33.0 324 32.6 31.7 31.7 30.6
Finland 29.5 28.0 27.9 26.3 26.6 25.9 254 24.9 24.2
France 8.9 10.5 14.1 14.3 13.4 135 13.6 13.2 13.1
Germany 21.0 21.2 21.1 21.2 21.5 20.1 20.4 20.8 19.6
Greece 19 2.0 24 1.9 2.2 1.8 0.4 0.0 0.6
Hungary 18.1 17.8 17.4 17.6 18.9 19.2 16.9 12.9 12.4
Iceland 21.5 21.2 22.5 22.3 23.1 235 24.8 25.2 25.5
Ireland 22.3 20.5 19.7 19.3 15.2 12.0 11.4 11.1 10.6
Italy 18.1 18.8 19.9 20.0 19.3 18.6 19.1 18.2 18.6
Japan 6.7 8.0 6.8 6.1 6.2 6.2 5.6 5.9 5.9
Korea 1.9 1.7 1.6 21 2.5 25 2.2 2.3 2.2
Luxembourg 13.4 13.8 11.6 12.1 12.6 10.8 8.3 8.5 8.9
Mexico 0.0 -1.2 0.0 0.0 1.3 1.9 2.1 2.8 3.0
Netherlands 5.8 6.5 7.2 6.3 7.6 8.8 7.0 6.0 8.5
New Zealand 22.3 21.6 20.0 19.4 195 195 20.1 20.3 20.7
Norway 21.9 21.7 21.8 21.6 21.4 21.0 21.0 20.9 20.9
Poland® 18.0 16.9 15.8 6.6 6.6 6.0 6.1 6.0 6.1
Portugal 7.1 7.2 7.1 6.6 6.7 5.4 5.5 5.6 5.6
Slovak Republic - - - - 6.0 6.8 5.9 6.3 7.9
Spain 135 13.8 13.8 11.8 12.1 12.6 13.0 12.3 12.7
Sweden 28.8 28.5 275 27.2 25.8 24.6 234 23.8 24.0
Switzerland 10.8 10.3 104 10.2 9.8 9.9 9.9 9.7 9.8
Turkey 23.8 23.9 25.2 15.2 14.7 14.9 15.1 14.8 15.4
United Kingdom 17.4 16.7 16.7 16.3 15.8 15.5 15.6 15.7 15.9
United States 18.2 18.2 18.1 18.2 17.9 16.8 16.6 16.4 16.5

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table 111.2b. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Single persons without children at 100% of average earnings
Income tax plus employee contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 24.4 24.8 254 25.9 22.8 23.3 24.0 24.0 24.3
Austria 27.3 28.3 28.6 28.8 27.9 28.3 28.6 28.9 28.8
Belgium 41.3 415 41.8 41.9 41.9 41.7 41.2 40.7 40.5
Canada 27.6 27.7 27.1 26.5 27.1 25.5 24.4 24.6 24.7
Czech Republic 22.5 22.9 22.8 22.7 22.6 22.5 22.9 23.3 23.9
Denmark 44.8 44.9 43.4 44.2 44.1 43.3 42.3 42.3 41.2
Finland 37.6 35.8 355 33.7 33.6 32.4 315 31.0 30.3
France 27.8 28.1 27.3 27.7 26.8 27.0 26.8 26.8 26.7
Germany 41.3 42.3 42.1 41.9 42.0 40.7 41.0 41.8 40.5
Greece 17.8 17.9 18.3 17.8 18.1 17.7 16.3 16.0 16.6
Hungary 29.6 29.3 28.9 30.1 314 31.7 29.4 25.4 25.9
Iceland 21.7 215 22.7 22.5 23.2 23.7 25.1 25.4 25.7
Ireland 28.5 26.0 24.9 24.3 20.3 16.9 16.4 16.0 15.7
Italy 28.0 29.0 29.1 29.1 28.5 27.8 28.3 27.4 27.8
Japan 13.7 15.0 13.8 16.1 16.2 16.2 19.3 17.5 17.4
Korea 4.2 5.6 6.4 8.8 9.2 9.2 8.9 9.2 9.3
Luxembourg 25.9 26.4 24.6 25.8 26.6 24.8 22.1 22.3 22.7
Mexico 5.3 14 2.6 1.6 2.9 3.4 3.7 4.4 4.5
Netherlands 39.2 39.3 34.4 354 36.2 32.9 28.6 29.0 34.4
New Zealand 22.3 21.6 20.0 19.4 195 195 20.1 20.3 20.7
Norway 29.7 29.5 29.6 29.4 29.2 28.8 28.8 28.7 28.7
Poland® 18.0 16.9 15.8 314 314 31.0 31.1 31.2 315
Portugal 18.1 18.2 18.1 17.6 17.7 16.4 16.5 16.6 16.6
Slovak Republic - - - - 18.8 19.6 18.7 19.1 21.3
Spain 19.9 20.2 20.2 18.2 18.5 18.9 19.3 18.6 19.0
Sweden 33.7 34.5 34.4 34.1 32.8 317 30.4 30.7 31.0
Switzerland 22.4 21.9 21.9 21.7 21.3 21.4 21.4 21.0 20.9
Turkey 31.6 33.1 33.1 22.9 28.7 30.9 30.1 29.8 30.4
United Kingdom 25.8 25.2 25.2 24.4 23.6 23.1 23.2 24.2 24.4
United States 25.8 25.8 25.8 25.8 25.5 24.4 24.3 24.1 24.2

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table 1ll.2c. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Single persons without children at 100% of average earnings
Income tax plus employee and employer contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 24.4 24.8 254 259 22.8 233 28.3 28.3 28.6
Austria 415 45.6 45.8 45.9 44.9 44.5 44.7 45.0 44.9
Belgium 56.4 56.6 56.8 56.9 56.2 55.6 55.1 54.6 54.2
Canada 32.1 32.3 31.7 311 31.8 30.4 32.2 324 32.3
Czech Republic 42.6 42.9 42.8 42.7 42.7 42.6 42.9 43.2 43.6
Denmark 44.8 45.1 43.7 445 44.4 43.6 42.7 42.7 41.5
Finland 50.3 48.9 48.8 47.4 47.3 45.9 45.2 44.4 43.8
France 49.7 48.7 47.6 48.1 48.2 48.3 48.2 48.3 47.4
Germany 51.2 52.3 52.2 51.9 51.8 50.8 51.1 51.9 50.7
Greece 35.8 35.8 36.1 35.7 36.0 35.7 34.6 34.4 34.9
Hungary 52.0 52.0 51.6 50.7 49.6 49.0 49.0 45.6 45.8
Iceland 24.5 24.4 25.9 26.0 26.7 275 28.8 29.4 29.7
Ireland 36.1 33.9 33.0 32.4 28.9 25.8 24.5 24.2 23.8
Italy 50.8 515 47.5 47.2 46.7 46.1 46.1 45.4 45.7
Japan 19.4 20.7 19.6 24.0 24.1 24.2 29.8 26.7 26.6
Korea 6.3 12.4 14.7 16.1 16.5 16.6 16.1 16.3 16.6
Luxembourg 34.5 35.2 33.8 34.6 355 33.9 31.3 315 31.9
Mexico 25.4 20.8 21.9 14.1 15.4 14.4 16.1 17.2 15.4
Netherlands 43.8 43.6 43.5 44.3 45.1 42.3 35.5 35.2 43.6
New Zealand 22.3 21.6 20.0 19.4 19.5 19.5 20.1 20.3 20.7
Norway 37.6 37.4 375 37.3 37.2 36.9 36.9 36.8 36.9
Poland* 44.7 43.9 43.2 43.0 43.0 42.7 42.8 42.9 43.1
Portugal 33.8 33.9 33.8 33.4 335 325 32.6 32.6 32.6
Slovak Republic - - - - 41.2 41.7 411 41.4 42.0
Spain 38.8 39.0 39.0 375 37.6 37.9 38.2 37.7 38.0
Sweden 50.2 50.7 50.7 50.5 49.5 48.5 47.6 47.9 48.0
Switzerland 30.4 30.0 30.0 29.8 29.5 295 29.6 29.0 28.8
Turkey 38.3 40.7 39.8 30.3 40.4 43.6 42.5 42.2 42.7
United Kingdom 32.6 32.0 32.0 30.8 30.1 295 29.5 31.0 31.2
United States 31.1 31.1 31.0 31.1 30.8 29.8 29.7 29.5 29.6

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table 111.3a. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Single persons without children at 167% of average earnings
Income Tax as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 31.0 31.8 325 32.8 30.3 314 32.9 33.0 324
Austria 14.5 16.6 16.9 17.2 16.4 17.0 17.3 17.6 17.9
Belgium 34.2 34.4 34.7 34.8 34.9 34.7 34.2 33.6 33.6
Canada 29.9 29.5 28.8 28.1 27.7 24.8 23.5 23.7 23.4
Czech Republic 13.3 13.4 134 13.2 13.1 13.0 135 13.9 14.6
Denmark 44.5 43.2 41.4 41.3 40.8 41.3 40.5 40.5 40.2
Finland 36.3 35.0 34.9 335 33.7 331 32.6 321 315
France 13.6 15.3 18.9 19.0 18.0 18.2 18.3 17.6 17.4
Germany 28.3 28.5 28.3 28.6 30.2 29.1 29.3 29.9 28.6
Greece 5.9 6.3 7.4 7.3 8.0 7.8 7.3 7.4 8.4
Hungary 274 25.7 252 26.5 27.9 28.4 28.0 27.2 26.4
Iceland 29.3 28.4 335 34.8 35.3 354 36.7 34.9 35.1
Ireland 32.6 315 30.2 30.0 26.7 23.1 22.4 22.4 22.8
Italy 23.2 235 24.6 24.6 24.7 239 24.3 247 25.0
Japan 11.4 12.7 11.8 9.3 9.5 9.6 8.5 8.9 8.9
Korea 4.7 4.5 4.0 6.3 7.4 7.6 7.0 7.6 7.6
Luxembourg 23.0 23.6 20.8 215 22.0 20.3 17.4 17.6 18.0
Mexico 7.7 7.3 7.8 7.7 8.4 9.0 9.3 9.5 9.8
Netherlands 20.7 21.2 219 215 22.2 20.5 21.0 20.3 20.2
New Zealand 26.5 26.2 24.8 24.3 24.8 25.2 25.9 26.1 26.5
Norway 29.6 29.5 29.6 29.4 29.2 28.9 28.5 28.2 28.2
Poland® 19.8 18.2 17.1 7.7 7.7 7.3 7.3 7.3 7.3
Portugal 13.4 13.6 13.5 13.2 13.4 12.1 12.4 12.4 125
Slovak Republic - - - - 8.8 10.3 10.1 10.7 11.3
Spain 17.9 17.9 18.0 16.9 17.1 17.5 17.9 17.3 17.7
Sweden 37.6 37.6 36.7 34.7 33.3 32.0 30.5 30.9 311
Switzerland 16.1 15.4 15.5 15.2 14.6 14.6 14.6 14.4 14.5
Turkey 275 28.0 29.5 17.9 18.0 17.8 17.7 17.2 17.5
United Kingdom 20.0 19.2 19.2 19.0 18.3 18.1 18.2 18.2 18.3
United States 24.1 24.2 24.1 24.3 24.1 23.0 22.7 21.9 22.1

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table 111.3b. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Single persons without children at 167% of average earnings
Income tax plus employee contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 32.7 33.3 34.0 34.3 30.3 314 32.9 33.0 32.4
Austria 32.6 34.7 35.0 35.3 34.4 35.1 35.4 35.7 35.9
Belgium 48.2 48.5 48.7 48.8 49.0 48.8 48.2 47.6 47.6
Canada 33.6 33.1 325 31.9 31.4 28.6 27.5 27.6 27.6
Czech Republic 25.8 25.9 25.9 25.7 25.6 25.5 26.0 26.4 27.1
Denmark 52.6 52.2 50.4 51.6 51.5 50.9 50.1 50.1 49.7
Finland 44.7 43.0 42.6 40.9 40.8 39.7 38.8 38.3 37.7
France 314 315 30.7 31.0 30.5 30.7 30.8 30.5 30.2
Germany 46.7 47.7 47.5 47.5 48.6 47.5 47.8 48.8 47.4
Greece 21.8 22.2 23.3 23.2 23.9 23.7 23.2 23.4 24.4
Hungary 38.9 37.2 36.7 39.0 40.4 40.9 40.5 39.7 39.9
Iceland 29.4 28.6 33.6 34.9 354 355 36.8 35.0 35.2
Ireland 39.1 37.4 35.9 354 32.1 28.1 27.4 27.6 28.0
Italy 33.0 33.6 33.8 33.8 33.9 33.0 335 33.9 34.2
Japan 17.0 18.2 17.4 19.3 19.5 19.6 22.1 20.5 20.5
Korea 7.0 8.3 8.9 13.0 14.1 14.3 13.7 14.5 14.6
Luxembourg 355 36.2 33.9 35.1 36.0 34.2 31.2 314 31.8
Mexico 13.0 10.6 11.1 9.9 10.5 11.0 11.3 11.4 11.6
Netherlands 42.2 42.4 38.9 39.1 39.3 34.8 35.0 35.3 35.5
New Zealand 26.5 26.2 24.8 24.3 24.8 25.2 25.9 26.1 26.5
Norway 37.4 37.3 37.4 37.2 37.0 36.7 36.3 36.0 36.0
Poland* 19.8 18.2 17.1 32.5 32.5 32.3 324 32.5 32.7
Portugal 24.4 24.6 24.5 24.2 24.4 23.1 23.4 23.4 23.5
Slovak Republic - - - - 21.6 23.1 22.9 23.5 24.7
Spain 23.8 24.0 24.3 23.3 23.5 23.9 24.2 23.7 24.1
Sweden 41.7 42.3 42.0 40.3 38.9 37.6 36.0 36.5 36.8
Switzerland 27.7 27.0 27.0 26.7 26.2 26.2 26.2 25.7 25.6
Turkey 32.2 33.6 34.2 22.4 26.9 31.7 32.3 32.2 325
United Kingdom 28.0 27.0 27.0 26.6 26.0 26.2 26.1 27.0 26.9
United States 31.8 31.9 31.7 31.9 31.7 30.6 30.3 29.6 29.8

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table 111.3c. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Single persons without children at 167% of average earnings
Income tax plus employee and employer contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 32.7 33.3 34.0 343 30.3 314 36.7 36.8 36.2
Austria 45.8 50.5 50.7 50.8 49.9 49.7 50.0 50.2 50.4
Belgium 61.6 61.8 62.0 62.0 61.8 61.4 60.9 60.4 60.3
Canada 36.5 36.0 354 34.8 34.2 315 33.1 333 33.2
Czech Republic 45.0 45.1 45.1 44.9 44.9 44.8 45.2 45.5 46.0
Denmark 52.6 52.4 50.6 51.8 51.6 51.1 50.3 50.3 49.9
Finland 56.0 54.6 54.5 53.1 53.0 51.7 51.1 50.3 49.7
France 53.5 50.3 49.5 49.9 50.5 50.7 50.8 50.7 50.6
Germany 54.9 56.1 56.0 55.8 56.6 55.6 55.9 56.9 55.7
Greece 38.9 39.2 40.0 40.0 40.5 40.3 40.0 40.2 41.0
Hungary 58.3 56.8 56.4 56.3 56.2 55.9 56.4 55.6 55.6
Iceland 31.9 31.3 36.3 37.9 38.3 38.7 40.0 38.5 38.7
Ireland 45.7 44.1 42.8 42.3 394 35.8 345 34.6 35.0
Italy 53.6 54.0 50.9 50.6 50.7 50.0 50.0 50.3 50.5
Japan 21.4 22.6 21.9 26.9 27.1 27.2 32.3 29.4 29.3
Korea 9.0 15.0 16.9 20.0 21.1 21.2 20.5 21.3 215
Luxembourg 43.0 43.8 42.0 42.9 43.8 42.2 39.3 394 39.8
Mexico 31.4 28.5 28.9 21.6 22.0 21.0 22.4 22.9 21.1
Netherlands 44.2 44.1 44.4 44.2 44.3 40.2 40.3 40.0 40.5
New Zealand 26.5 26.2 24.8 24.3 24.8 25.2 25.9 26.1 26.5
Norway 44.4 44.3 44.4 44.3 44.2 43.9 43.5 43.3 43.4
Poland* 45.9 44.8 44.0 43.9 44.0 43.8 43.8 43.9 44.1
Portugal 38.9 39.1 39.0 38.8 38.9 37.9 38.1 38.1 38.2
Slovak Republic - - - - 43.2 443 44.1 44.6 445
Spain 40.7 41.0 41.9 41.3 41.4 41.7 42.0 41.6 41.9
Sweden 56.2 56.6 56.4 55.1 54.1 53.0 51.8 52.2 52.4
Switzerland 35.2 345 34.6 34.3 33.8 33.8 33.8 33.2 33.0
Turkey 36.4 38.3 38.3 27.1 35.0 42.9 44.0 44.2 44.4
United Kingdom 34.6 33.6 33.6 335 33.0 33.0 32.9 34.3 34.2
United States 36.6 36.7 36.6 36.8 36.6 35.6 35.3 34.6 34.8

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table lll.4a. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Single parent with two children at 67% of average earnings
Income Tax as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 11.8 12.9 13.8 14.3 17.4 19.0 20.2 20.3 20.7
Austria -4.7 -5.2 -5.0 0.7 -0.5 0.3 0.9 1.6 -1.3
Belgium 135 13.6 13.9 14.1 14.3 14.4 13.9 13.3 13.2
Canada -0.5 -1.0 -2.9 -6.7 10.1 9.4 6.3 6.3 6.3
Czech Republic 3.7 3.9 3.1 25 2.4 2.2 2.8 3.3 3.7
Denmark 31.6 30.7 29.4 28.6 27.7 28.0 27.4 27.4 27.0
Finland 23.6 22.2 22.0 20.3 20.5 19.7 19.2 18.8 17.9
France 2.7 3.7 7.6 7.6 7.6 6.8 4.5 4.7 4.6
Germany -2.1 -3.0 -2.5 -4.1 -5.3 -5.9 -6.6 -5.7 -5.4
Greece 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Hungary 10.5 10.7 10.1 4.0 4.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Iceland 11.7 12.2 15.0 15.4 16.6 17.5 18.8 19.3 19.7
Ireland 9.5 8.1 7.3 3.1 2.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Italy 9.2 10.0 10.5 10.5 9.2 8.1 7.2 5.6 6.2
Japan 2.1 2.6 0.9 14 2.1 2.1 1.6 1.8 1.8
Korea 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.5 0.6 0.1 0.4 0.2
Luxembourg 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mexico -6.2 -6.8 -6.2 -6.2 -5.4 -4.8 -4.1 -3.7 -3.5
Netherlands 3.4 2.8 3.9 2.8 2.4 2.3 2.3 2.0 2.2
New Zealand 3.1 -0.8 -2.1 -2.6 18.7 18.8 18.9 18.9 19.0
Norway 10.8 10.8 12.1 12.1 11.7 13.2 13.2 13.0 13.0
Poland* 16.5 15.3 14.2 5.2 5.2 4.4 4.6 4.5 4.6
Portugal 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Slovak Republic - - - - 0.0 1.7 0.8 15 -4.3
Spain 11 1.4 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Sweden 26.6 26.5 25.6 24.8 235 22.3 21.0 21.4 21.6
Switzerland 4.7 4.0 4.1 2.6 2.6 2.9 2.8 2.8 2.8
Turkey 20.9 20.7 21.6 12.7 13.2 13.7 13.9 13.4 14.3
United Kingdom 11.5 11.1 11.2 11.3 -9.7 -14.4 -15.7 -17.7 -17.3
United States -2.6 -2.2 -2.8 -6.2 -6.0 -9.9 -9.7 -11.5 -11.0

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table 111.4b. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Single parent with two children at 67% of average earnings
Income tax plus employee contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Australia -10.2 -9.7 -6.4 -4.1 -11.0 -11.8 -6.7 -13.1 -6.6
Austria -4.1 -5.7 -5.2 -7.1 -10.5 -9.5 -8.3 -8.0 -10.5
Belgium 10.8 11.3 11.5 11.8 12.5 13.2 12.6 12.4 12.3
Canada 4.8 4.4 2.5 -1.2 -0.8 -2.7 -9.9 -10.2 -9.2
Czech Republic 0.3 0.5 -15.5 -15.9 -17.2 -15.5 -14.9 -12.8 -9.2
Denmark 13.6 14.1 12.9 13.6 14.8 14.1 13.8 13.9 13.6
Finland 10.3 9.5 9.2 8.0 8.9 8.4 7.8 7.9 6.5
France 11.8 12.2 11.5 12.0 12.0 11.3 9.2 9.7 9.8
Germany 18.1 18.1 18.6 16.6 15.2 14.6 14.1 15.3 15.5
Greece 15.9 15.9 15.9 15.9 15.9 15.9 15.9 16.0 16.0
Hungary -7.4 -6.1 -7.0 -10.1 -5.9 -7.8 -8.3 -95 -7.8
Iceland -23.5 -18.7 -11.6 -8.7 -5.5 -5.3 -2.9 -1.4 0.4
Ireland -5.7 -9.8 -14.5 -14.2 -9.5 -10.5 -22.4 -28.4 -30.4
Italy 8.0 5.9 3.8 3.1 2.3 1.3 2.5 1.4 2.3
Japan 9.1 9.6 7.9 11.4 12.1 12.1 15.2 13.4 13.3
Korea 2.3 3.9 4.9 6.9 7.2 7.3 6.8 7.3 7.3
Luxembourg -4.2 -4.4 -6.8 -8.9 -8.2 -8.0 -11.5 -11.4 -11.3
Mexico -0.9 -4.4 -3.8 -5.0 -4.2 -3.5 -2.9 -2.4 -2.2
Netherlands 16.9 17.2 8.6 9.5 10.9 5.8 4.8 55 3.7
New Zealand 3.1 -0.8 -2.1 -2.6 -1.1 0.2 2.0 2.5 4.0
Norway -3.7 -3.9 -1.4 0.0 2.4 21 3.2 3.7 4.2
Poland* 8.0 7.4 4.7 24.0 24.2 23.6 23.9 23.8 22.2
Portugal 35 3.9 3.4 3.4 35 -0.2 -0.2 -0.1 2.1
Slovak Republic - - - - -14.1 -7.9 -8.1 0.3 -1.2
Spain 7.5 7.8 7.1 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.3 6.4 6.3
Sweden 20.3 21.4 20.1 19.5 16.9 14.5 13.6 14.4 15.0
Switzerland 4.3 2.8 3.0 1.9 1.8 2.3 2.3 1.8 1.7
Turkey 32.6 34.5 33.5 24.1 27.2 29.7 28.9 28.4 29.3
United Kingdom 6.5 6.7 7.1 6.7 -14.6 -19.5 -20.6 -21.7 -20.6
United States 5.0 5.5 4.8 1.5 1.6 -2.2 -2.0 -3.9 -3.3

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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Table Ill.4c. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004

Single parent with two children at 67% of average earnings
Income tax plus employee and employer contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Australia -10.2 -9.7 -6.4 -4.1 -11.0 -11.8 -0.7 -6.7 -0.5
Austria 16.3 19.8 20.1 18.6 15.7 15.3 16.2 16.4 14.4
Belgium 33.8 32.6 34.5 34.6 335 33.1 32.3 319 31.2
Canada 10.6 10.3 8.4 5.1 5.5 3.9 1.2 11 1.8
Czech Republic 26.2 26.3 14.5 14.1 13.2 14.5 14.9 16.5 19.1
Denmark 13.6 14.5 134 14.3 15.4 14.9 14.5 14.6 14.3
Finland 28.7 27.9 27.9 27.0 27.7 26.7 26.3 25.7 24.6
France 36.0 32.7 304 31.3 31.6 30.8 29.1 25.3 23.7
Germany 31.9 32.3 32.7 30.9 29.6 29.2 28.8 30.0 30.1
Greece 34.3 34.3 34.3 34.3 34.3 34.3 34.3 34.4 34.4
Hungary 26.8 28.8 28.1 24.0 22.1 19.5 23.2 21.2 221
Iceland -19.1 -14.2 -7.0 -3.8 -0.7 -0.1 2.3 4.1 5.8
Ireland 2.6 -1.2 -5.5 -5.2 -0.9 -1.9 -12.8 -18.3 -20.2
Italy 37.1 35.7 28.7 27.7 27.1 26.3 26.8 25.9 26.6
Japan 15.1 15.6 14.1 19.7 20.3 20.4 26.3 23.0 23.0
Korea 4.5 10.9 13.3 14.4 14.8 14.7 14.2 14.6 14.7
Luxembourg 8.0 8.0 6.2 4.1 4.9 5.1 1.9 2.0 2.1
Mexico 20.5 17.3 17.6 9.3 9.9 9.2 11.3 12.3 10.6
Netherlands 22.3 22.4 20.5 215 23.1 18.7 18.0 18.5 17.3
New Zealand 3.1 -0.8 -2.1 -2.6 -1.1 0.2 2.0 2.5 4.0
Norway 7.9 7.7 10.0 11.2 135 13.2 14.1 14.6 15.3
Poland* 37.9 375 35.7 36.9 37.1 36.5 36.8 36.7 35.4
Portugal 22.0 22.4 22.0 22.0 22.0 19.1 19.0 19.1 17.5
Slovak Republic - - - - 17.3 21.8 21.6 27.8 25.4
Spain 29.3 29.5 29.0 28.4 28.3 28.3 28.3 28.3 28.3
Sweden 40.1 40.9 39.9 395 375 35.7 35.0 35.5 36.0
Switzerland 14.2 12.9 13.0 12.0 12.0 12.4 12.4 11.8 11.5
Turkey 421 45.0 43.0 345 39.1 42.6 41.5 41.0 41.8
United Kingdom 12.6 15.1 15.5 13.4 -6.3 -11.0 -12.1 -12.3 -11.2
United States 11.8 12.2 11.6 8.5 8.6 5.0 5.2 3.5 4.0

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table 1ll.5a. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
One-earner married couple with two children at 100% of average earnings
Income Tax as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 215 20.8 21.6 22.2 22.8 23.3 24.0 24.0 24.3
Austria 4.0 5.0 5.4 9.2 8.2 8.7 9.0 9.3 8.1
Belgium 16.3 16.5 16.8 17.0 171 171 16.7 15.9 15.2
Canada 12.1 12.6 12.2 10.2 16.9 15.3 141 14.2 13.9
Czech Republic 5.4 5.2 4.7 4.3 4.2 4.0 45 4.9 5.3
Denmark 28.8 27.8 26.6 26.2 25.7 26.2 25.7 25.7 25.4
Finland 29.5 28.0 27.9 26.3 26.6 25.9 25.4 24.9 24.2
France 2.7 3.7 7.6 7.6 7.6 7.0 7.1 7.1 7.1
Germany 1.6 1.0 1.3 0.0 -0.9 -1.7 -2.4 -1.6 -2.8
Greece 2.1 2.5 2.8 1.9 2.3 2.0 0.9 0.0 0.6
Hungary 18.1 17.8 17.4 12.0 12.6 9.2 8.0 4.6 4.7
Iceland 5.9 6.8 10.5 11.3 12.0 12.6 13.3 13.3 14.0
Ireland 15.4 141 12.9 10.1 5.0 2.9 2.5 2.2 2.2
Italy 14.4 15.3 15.7 15.8 14.9 134 11.9 11.3 11.9
Japan 2.0 2.6 0.7 15 2.0 2.0 14 1.6 2.7
Korea 0.8 0.9 0.7 1.3 1.7 1.8 1.6 1.7 1.4
Luxembourg 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mexico 0.0 -1.2 0.0 0.0 1.3 1.9 2.1 2.8 3.0
Netherlands 4.4 3.5 5.9 4.8 4.9 8.3 6.4 5.7 8.3
New Zealand 18.8 16.2 14.8 14.1 19.5 19.5 20.1 20.3 20.7
Norway 17.1 171 17.4 17.4 171 18.1 18.2 18.0 18.0
Poland* 15.9 14.7 135 4.6 4.7 4.0 4.2 4.0 4.1
Portugal 35 3.1 3.0 2.4 2.7 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.4
Slovak Republic - - - - 2.0 3.5 2.6 3.1 -5.3
Spain 6.6 6.8 6.4 2.5 3.0 3.6 4.2 3.5 4.3
Sweden 28.8 28.5 27.5 27.2 25.8 24.6 23.4 23.8 24.0
Switzerland 5.6 5.1 5.2 5.0 4.9 5.0 5.1 5.0 5.1
Turkey 23.8 23.9 25.2 15.2 14.7 14.9 15.1 14.8 15.4
United Kingdom 15.7 151 15.1 15.2 13.3 10.2 9.3 7.9 8.1
United States 10.4 10.7 10.2 7.4 7.6 4.3 3.9 1.5 2.4

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table 111.5b. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
One-earner married couple with two children at 100% of average earnings
Income tax plus employee contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 15.0 14.5 15.5 16.1 135 14.2 15.6 11.1 12.8
Austria 10.4 10.7 11.3 10.0 7.6 8.2 8.9 8.9 8.0
Belgium 19.8 20.2 20.5 20.7 211 21.6 210 20.4 16.4
Canada 17.6 18.2 17.7 15.9 16.9 14.8 14.3 14.2 14.4
Czech Republic 7.3 7.1 -3.4 2.1 -4.3 -2.0 -1.9 15 4.9
Denmark 311 311 29.7 30.7 30.7 30.2 29.7 29.7 294
Finland 27.1 25.7 25.3 23.9 24.3 235 22.8 22.6 217
France 15.1 15.3 14.6 15.0 15.0 14.4 14.6 15.0 15.1
Germany 219 22.1 224 20.7 19.6 18.9 18.3 19.4 18.1
Greece 18.0 18.4 18.7 17.8 18.2 17.9 16.8 16.0 16.6
Hungary 12.6 12.9 12.3 9.1 11.6 9.9 8.5 4.4 6.1
Iceland -10.4 -6.8 -1.0 13 3.2 3.0 4.7 5.3 6.6
Ireland 16.7 14.6 13.2 10.5 5.4 2.3 -0.7 -3.7 -4.2
Italy 17.7 17.0 15.7 15.5 14.8 13.5 14.9 14.4 15.2
Japan 9.0 9.6 7.7 11.5 12.0 12.0 15.1 13.2 14.3
Korea 3.1 4.7 5.6 8.0 8.4 8.5 8.3 8.7 8.4
Luxembourg 1.4 1.3 -0.2 -1.3 -0.8 -0.7 -3.0 -3.0 -2.9
Mexico 5.3 14 2.6 1.6 29 3.4 3.7 4.4 4.5
Netherlands 28.0 27.9 224 23.6 25.0 22.1 17.1 17.3 23.6
New Zealand 18.8 16.2 14.8 14.1 15.5 16.7 18.8 19.4 20.7
Norway 15.5 15.4 16.2 16.8 17.6 17.5 18.0 18.2 18.4
Poland* 10.3 9.5 7.2 25.4 25.6 25.0 29.2 25.3 29.5
Portugal 9.5 9.4 9.0 8.4 8.7 6.1 5.4 5.6 4.1
Slovak Republic - - - - -3.2 14 0.9 6.6 1.2
Spain 13.0 13.2 12.8 8.9 9.3 10.0 10.5 9.8 10.6
Sweden 26.2 27.2 26.1 26.0 23.7 21.8 20.8 21.4 219
Switzerland 9.2 8.2 8.3 8.4 8.2 8.4 8.6 8.1 8.0
Turkey 31.6 33.1 33.1 22.9 28.7 30.9 30.1 29.8 30.4
United Kingdom 17.7 17.3 17.4 16.2 14.1 10.7 9.9 9.3 9.8
United States 18.0 18.3 17.9 15.0 15.3 12.0 11.5 9.2 10.0

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using externa sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table I11.5¢c. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
One-earner married couple with two children at 100% of average earnings
Income tax plus employee and employer contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 15.0 14.5 155 16.1 135 14.2 20.4 16.1 17.7
Austria 28.0 32.2 32.7 31.6 29.5 29.0 29.5 29.5 28.8
Belgium 40.4 40.8 411 41.2 40.5 40.3 39.7 39.1 35.6
Canada 22.7 23.4 22.9 21.2 22.2 20.4 23.1 23.1 23.0
Czech Republic 314 31.2 234 24.4 22.7 24.5 24.5 27.1 29.5
Denmark 31.1 313 30.1 31.1 31.0 30.7 30.1 30.1 29.8
Finland 42.0 40.8 40.7 39.6 39.9 38.8 38.3 37.6 36.8
France 40.7 39.5 38.5 38.9 39.8 39.4 39.5 39.9 39.0
Germany 35.0 35.6 35.9 34.4 33.3 32.7 32.2 334 32.2
Greece 35.9 36.2 36.5 35.8 36.1 35.9 35.0 34.4 34.9
Hungary 40.4 40.8 40.3 35.9 35.0 32.8 33.9 30.3 31.3
Iceland -6.6 -2.8 3.1 5.8 7.6 7.8 9.5 104 11.7
Ireland 25.6 23.8 22.5 20.1 155 12.8 9.1 6.4 5.9
Italy 43.8 43.3 37.5 37.0 36.5 35.4 36.0 35.7 36.2
Japan 15.1 15.6 14.0 19.8 20.2 20.4 26.2 229 23.8
Korea 5.3 11.6 13.9 15.4 15.8 15.9 155 15.8 15.8
Luxembourg 12.9 13.0 12.0 10.7 11.4 115 9.2 9.2 9.3
Mexico 25.4 20.8 21.9 14.1 154 14.4 16.1 17.2 15.4
Netherlands 335 33.0 33.2 34.1 35.5 33.0 25.1 24.5 34.3
New Zealand 18.8 16.2 14.8 14.1 155 16.7 18.8 19.4 20.7
Norway 25.0 24.9 25.6 26.2 26.9 26.9 27.3 27.5 27.8
Poland" 39.5 38.9 374 38.1 38.2 37.8 41.2 37.9 415
Portugal 26.9 26.8 26.5 26.0 26.2 24.1 23.6 23.7 22.5
Slovak Republic - - - - 25.2 28.5 28.2 323 27.2
Spain 335 33.7 33.3 30.4 30.6 311 315 30.9 31.6
Sweden 44.6 45.2 44.4 44.4 42.6 411 40.3 40.8 41.2
Switzerland 18.6 17.7 17.8 17.8 17.7 17.9 18.1 175 17.2
Turkey 38.3 40.7 39.8 30.3 40.4 43.6 425 42.2 42.7
United Kingdom 25.3 24.8 24.9 23.3 214 18.1 17.3 17.4 18.0
United States 23.9 24.1 23.7 21.1 21.3 18.3 17.8 15.6 16.4

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using externa sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table Ill.6a. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Two-earner married couple, one at 100% average earnings and the other at 33%
Income Tax as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 19.0 19.1 19.8 20.2 19.3 19.8 20.8 20.8 211
Austria 3.9 4.7 4.9 7.7 7.0 7.3 7.5 7.8 5.8
Belgium 20.9 21.1 215 21.6 21.8 219 210 19.7 18.8
Canada 16.2 16.4 15.9 14.2 18.1 16.6 15.3 15.4 15.1
Czech Republic 6.0 6.2 5.8 55 5.4 5.2 5.6 6.0 6.4
Denmark 316 30.7 294 28.6 27.7 28.0 274 27.4 271
Finland 26.0 24.4 24.3 22.9 23.2 22.3 219 21.4 20.6
France 2.7 4.9 8.5 8.7 8.0 6.8 7.2 7.1 7.0
Germany 8.9 8.6 8.7 7.7 6.8 5.7 5.2 5.8 4.7
Greece 1.6 2.0 2.2 15 1.8 1.6 0.7 0.0 0.5
Hungary 14.1 13.4 131 11.0 11.4 8.9 7.3 3.4 3.6
Iceland 12.6 13.0 15.4 15.7 16.7 17.5 18.8 19.3 19.7
Ireland 17.1 16.0 14.7 12.4 11.1 8.0 7.2 6.6 5.9
Italy 13.8 15.0 15.1 15.1 13.7 12.9 11.2 10.1 10.5
Japan 3.9 4.7 3.0 3.3 3.7 3.7 3.2 3.4 3.4
Korea 0.8 0.6 0.5 1.0 1.2 13 1.4 15 1.2
Luxembourg 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Mexico -4.8 -6.2 -5.0 -5.0 -3.7 -2.9 -2.6 -1.9 -1.7
Netherlands 5.3 5.6 6.5 55 6.3 6.9 55 4.6 6.4
New Zealand 20.8 20.4 19.1 18.6 18.7 18.8 19.3 19.4 19.8
Norway 18.3 18.2 18.8 18.6 17.5 18.2 18.3 18.3 18.4
Poland* 16.5 15.3 14.2 5.2 5.2 4.4 4.6 4.5 4.6
Portugal 3.6 35 34 2.9 3.1 1.0 0.2 0.3 0.3
Slovak Republic - - - - 15 3.4 2.7 3.2 -4.0
Spain 8.6 8.9 9.1 6.9 7.5 7.9 8.2 7.7 8.1
Sweden 28.1 27.9 26.8 26.1 24.7 23.4 22.1 22.2 224
Switzerland 6.4 5.8 5.9 5.7 55 5.6 5.8 5.6 5.8
Turkey 22.6 22.7 23.3 14.2 14.0 14.1 14.3 13.8 14.7
United Kingdom 13.2 12.7 12.7 12.1 12.6 10.3 10.4 10.6 10.9
United States 13.9 14.0 13.8 11.4 11.3 9.2 9.2 6.8 7.2

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using externa sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table 111.6b. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Two-earner married couple, one at 100% average earnings and the other at 33%
Income tax plus employee contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 17.8 17.8 18.5 19.0 15.8 16.3 17.5 14.1 16.2
Austria 13.2 13.4 13.9 12.9 11.0 11.5 12.0 12.0 10.2
Belgium 27.0 27.4 27.7 27.9 28.3 28.7 27.8 26.7 23.1
Canada 215 219 21.3 19.7 20.7 18.8 18.4 18.1 18.2
Czech Republic 11.6 11.7 7.7 9.5 7.7 94 9.4 11.2 13.7
Denmark 36.5 36.5 35.1 35.8 35.8 35.0 34.4 34.4 34.1
Finland 26.1 24.5 24.2 22.9 23.1 22.1 21.4 21.1 20.1
France 16.7 18.0 17.0 17.6 16.9 15.8 16.1 16.4 16.4
Germany 29.2 29.6 29.7 28.5 27.3 26.3 25.8 26.8 25.5
Greece 17.5 17.9 18.1 17.4 17.7 17.5 16.6 16.0 16.5
Hungary 12.8 12.5 12.1 11.9 13.8 125 10.8 6.4 7.9
Iceland 3.4 5.3 8.6 10.1 12.0 12.2 14.2 15.0 16.1
Ireland 18.3 16.5 15.0 12.8 11.4 7.6 4.8 2.2 1.1
Italy 21.4 225 21.8 21.7 20.4 19.6 18.7 17.8 18.2
Japan 10.9 11.7 10.0 13.3 13.7 13.7 16.8 15.0 15.0
Korea 3.1 4.5 5.4 7.7 7.9 8.0 8.1 8.4 8.3
Luxembourg 4.1 41 3.1 2.4 29 3.0 1.1 1.1 1.2
Mexico 0.4 -3.7 -2.4 -3.5 -2.1 -1.4 -1.1 -0.4 -0.2
Netherlands 31.0 30.9 25.3 26.5 27.7 24.1 20.7 21.4 24.5
New Zealand 20.8 20.4 19.1 18.6 18.7 18.8 19.3 19.4 19.8
Norway 19.0 18.8 19.8 20.1 19.8 19.7 20.2 20.4 20.7
Poland® 12.2 11.4 9.4 27.0 27.1 26.5 29.6 29.7 30.0
Portugal 10.8 10.9 10.6 10.1 10.3 8.2 6.8 6.9 5.8
Slovak Republic - - - - 0.8 5.1 4.6 9.0 4.3
Spain 15.4 15.7 15.8 13.7 13.8 14.2 14.6 14.0 14.4
Sweden 27.4 28.3 27.5 26.9 249 23.0 21.9 22.2 22.7
Switzerland 12.0 11.0 11.1 111 10.9 11.1 11.3 10.8 10.7
Turkey 31.9 33.1 32.8 23.4 28.0 30.1 29.3 28.8 29.7
United Kingdom 16.0 15.7 15.8 14.0 14.1 114 115 12.5 13.1
United States 21.6 21.6 21.4 19.1 19.0 16.8 16.8 14.5 14.9

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table Il1l.6¢. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Two-earner married couple, one at 100% average earnings and the other at 33%
Income tax plus employee and employer contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 17.8 17.8 18.5 19.0 15.8 16.3 22.2 18.9 20.9
Austria 30.2 34.3 34.6 33.8 32.1 315 31.9 319 30.4
Belgium 45.8 445 447 44.8 45.6 45.0 44.1 41.2 37.5
Canada 26.3 26.7 26.1 24.6 25.6 24.0 26.6 26.4 26.3
Czech Republic 34.5 34.6 31.6 33.0 31.6 32.9 32.9 34.2 36.0
Denmark 36.5 36.8 35.4 36.3 36.2 35.6 34.9 34.9 34.6
Finland 41.2 39.9 39.9 38.8 39.0 37.7 37.2 36.3 35.6
France 41.3 39.5 38.2 38.8 39.2 38.4 38.6 39.8 37.6
Germany 411 41.9 42.0 40.8 39.7 38.9 38.5 39.5 38.4
Greece 35.6 35.8 36.0 35.5 35.7 35.5 34.8 34.4 34.8
Hungary 40.6 41.3 41.0 39.2 36.6 34.7 36.7 32.6 335
Iceland 6.8 8.8 12.3 14.2 16.0 16.6 18.5 19.6 20.6
Ireland 26.5 24.9 235 215 20.3 16.8 13.6 11.2 10.3
Italy 46.3 47.0 42.0 41.6 40.6 40.0 38.9 38.2 38.5
Japan 16.8 17.6 16.1 214 21.8 21.9 27.7 24.5 24.4
Korea 5.2 115 13.8 15.1 15.4 15.4 15.4 15.6 15.7
Luxembourg 15.4 15.5 15.0 14.0 14.6 14.7 12.9 12.9 13.0
Mexico 21.5 18.1 19.0 11.1 12.3 11.6 134 14.5 12.8
Netherlands 35.9 34.6 35.3 36.3 37.6 34.5 29.0 29.2 35.1
New Zealand 20.8 20.4 19.1 18.6 18.7 18.8 19.3 19.4 19.8
Norway 28.1 27.9 28.8 29.1 28.9 28.8 29.2 29.4 29.8
Poland® 40.8 40.2 38.9 39.4 39.5 39.0 41.6 41.6 41.9
Portugal 27.9 28.0 27.8 27.4 275 25.8 24.7 24.8 23.9
Slovak Republic - - - - 28.1 31.2 30.8 34.0 29.4
Spain 36.3 36.4 36.4 34.8 34.0 34.3 34.6 34.2 34.5
Sweden 455 46.1 455 45.1 435 42.0 41.2 414 41.7
Switzerland 211 20.2 20.3 20.3 20.1 20.3 20.5 19.9 19.6
Turkey 39.8 41.6 40.6 32.2 39.7 42.9 41.8 414 422
United Kingdom 22.6 22.1 22.6 20.1 20.4 17.6 17.7 19.2 19.9
United States 27.2 27.2 27.0 24.8 24.7 22.7 22.7 20.5 20.9

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table Ill.7a. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Two-earner married couple, one at 100% average earnings and the other at 67%
Income Tax as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 20.1 20.5 21.2 21.7 21.0 21.7 22.6 22.5 22.9
Austria 5.0 5.8 6.2 8.5 7.3 7.8 8.0 8.4 7.6
Belgium 24.1 24.3 24.6 24.7 25.0 24.9 24.3 23.2 22.0
Canada 19.1 19.1 18.6 17.2 19.3 17.7 16.4 16.5 16.3
Czech Republic 7.5 7.6 7.2 7.0 6.9 6.8 7.1 7.4 7.8
Denmark 34.2 334 32.0 31.3 30.5 30.8 29.9 29.9 28.6
Finland 27.1 25.7 25.5 23.9 24.2 23.4 22.9 22.5 21.7
France 4.9 6.1 9.9 10.0 9.4 9.1 8.3 8.3 8.2
Germany 13.5 13.2 13.2 12.6 12.1 10.8 10.4 11.0 9.9
Greece 1.6 1.9 2.2 1.3 1.5 13 0.6 0.0 0.4
Hungary 15.1 15.0 14.5 12.2 13.3 11.4 9.3 4.9 5.1
Iceland 17.6 17.6 19.5 19.6 20.5 21.1 22.4 22.8 23.2
Ireland 19.1 18.0 16.6 14.8 13.3 10.4 9.7 9.3 8.7
Italy 16.0 16.7 17.3 17.3 16.3 15.2 14.4 13.2 13.7
Japan 4.8 5.7 4.3 4.2 4.5 4.5 4.0 4.2 4.2
Korea 1.1 1.1 0.7 1.3 1.6 1.7 1.3 15 1.3
Luxembourg 0.7 1.3 1.1 3.0 3.7 2.2 0.7 0.9 1.3
Mexico -2.4 -3.4 -2.5 -2.5 -1.4 -0.8 -0.4 0.2 0.4
Netherlands 5.4 5.4 6.9 5.8 6.5 6.6 5.6 4.7 6.1
New Zealand 21.7 21.1 19.6 19.1 19.1 19.2 19.6 19.7 20.0
Norway 19.2 19.1 19.6 19.4 19.2 19.6 19.6 19.5 19.5
Poland® 17.4 16.3 15.1 6.0 6.0 5.4 5.5 5.4 5.5
Portugal 4.6 4.7 4.6 4.0 4.2 2.3 2.4 2.4 2.5
Slovak Republic - - - - 3.5 4.7 3.9 4.3 3.0
Spain 10.0 10.4 10.2 6.9 7.4 8.0 8.5 7.7 8.2
Sweden 27.9 27.7 26.7 26.2 24.9 23.7 22.4 22.8 23.1
Switzerland 8.9 8.2 8.3 8.1 7.8 7.9 8.0 7.7 7.9
Turkey 22.7 22.6 23.8 14.2 14.1 14.4 14.6 14.0 14.7
United Kingdom 15.0 14.5 14.5 14.3 14.5 12.6 12.7 12.8 13.1
United States 15.6 15.6 15.5 13.6 13.4 11.7 11.7 9.7 10.1

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using externa sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table 111.7b. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Two-earner married couple, one at 100% average earnings and the other at 67%
Income tax plus employee contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 19.8 20.0 20.8 21.3 18.2 18.9 19.9 17.1 19.4
Austria 16.1 16.4 16.9 16.2 14.1 14.7 15.2 15.3 147
Belgium 31.8 32.2 324 32.6 33.0 33.2 32.6 31.6 30.4
Canada 24.5 24.7 24.1 22.8 235 21.8 21.3 20.9 21.2
Czech Republic 14.4 14,5 145 14.5 14.3 14.4 14.8 17.6 18.2
Denmark 39.5 39.6 38.1 38.9 38.7 38.0 37.1 37.1 35.8
Finland 28.8 27.3 27.0 25.4 25.6 24.6 23.8 235 22.6
France 19.8 20.1 194 19.8 19.2 19.0 18.1 18.4 18.4
Germany 33.7 34.2 34.3 33.3 32.6 314 311 32.0 30.7
Greece 17.5 17.8 18.1 17.2 17.4 17.2 16.5 16.0 16.4
Hungary 16.4 16.6 16.0 15.4 17.7 16.9 14.6 9.8 11.3
Iceland 12.8 13.6 15.6 16.8 18.3 18.4 20.1 20.8 21.6
Ireland 21.1 19.3 17.7 15.9 135 11.0 8.8 6.7 5.9
Italy 255 26.0 25.6 255 24.6 235 22.7 21.6 22.2
Japan 11.8 12.7 11.3 14.2 14.5 14.5 17.6 15.8 15.8
Korea 34 4.9 5.5 8.0 8.3 8.4 8.0 8.4 8.3
Luxembourg 6.5 7.1 6.2 7.7 8.7 7.4 4.3 4.6 5.0
Mexico 2.8 -0.9 0.0 -1.0 0.1 0.7 1.1 1.6 1.8
Netherlands 334 33.5 28.4 29.4 30.5 26.6 23.9 24.6 27.0
New Zealand 21.7 21.1 19.6 19.1 19.1 19.2 19.6 19.7 20.0
Norway 21.3 21.1 22.0 22.2 22.6 22.4 22.7 22.7 22.9
Poland* 14.0 13.1 11.3 30.8 30.8 28.0 30.5 30.6 30.9
Portugal 12.6 12.9 12.6 12.0 12.2 10.2 9.9 10.0 9.1
Slovak Republic - - - - 9.2 11.6 10.5 13.8 12.3
Spain 16.4 16.8 16.6 13.3 13.7 14.4 14.9 14.0 14.6
Sweden 28.4 29.3 28.7 28.3 26.5 24.8 23.7 24.2 24.7
Switzerland 15.7 14.7 14.8 14.7 145 14.6 14.8 141 14.1
Turkey 32.0 33.7 33.3 23.4 28.1 30.4 29.6 29.0 29.7
United Kingdom 19.3 18.9 19.0 17.8 17.7 15.4 15.6 16.6 17.1
United States 23.3 23.3 23.1 21.2 21.1 19.3 19.3 17.4 17.7

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using externa sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table I1l.7c. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Two-earner married couple, one at 100% average earnings and the other at 67%
Income tax plus employee and employer contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 19.8 20.0 20.8 21.3 18.2 18.9 24.5 21.8 24.0
Austria 32.6 36.6 36.9 36.4 34.5 34.0 34.4 34.5 33.9
Belgium 49.4 49.2 49.9 50.0 49.4 48.9 48.2 47.3 46.0
Canada 29.2 29.4 28.8 27.6 284 26.9 29.3 29.0 29.1
Czech Republic 36.6 36.7 36.7 36.7 36.5 36.6 36.9 39.0 39.4
Denmark 39.5 39.8 38.4 39.3 39.1 38.4 37.5 375 36.3
Finland 43.3 42.2 42.1 40.8 40.9 39.7 39.0 38.3 37.5
France 43.2 414 39.9 40.5 40.7 40.5 39.8 38.8 37.6
Germany 44.8 45.7 45.7 44.8 44.0 43.1 42.9 43.8 42.7
Greece 35.5 35.8 36.0 35.3 354 35.3 34.7 34.4 34.7
Hungary 43.0 43.6 43.2 40.9 39.5 38.0 38.8 34.6 35.4
Iceland 15.8 16.9 19.1 20.6 22.0 22,5 24.1 25.1 25.8
Ireland 28.7 27.0 25.6 24.0 21.8 19.5 17.0 15.1 14.4
Italy 49.1 49.5 44.8 44.5 43.7 42.8 41.9 41.1 41.5
Japan 17.7 18.5 17.3 22.2 22.5 22.6 284 25.2 25.2
Korea 5.6 11.8 13.9 15.4 15.8 15.8 15.3 15.6 15.7
Luxembourg 17.5 18.1 17.7 18.7 19.8 18.6 15.8 16.0 16.3
Mexico 234 19.4 20.1 12.2 13.2 12.3 14.2 15.2 135
Netherlands 38.1 38.0 38.1 39.0 40.1 36.7 325 32.7 37.3
New Zealand 21.7 21.1 19.6 19.1 19.1 19.2 19.6 19.7 20.0
Norway 30.1 30.0 30.7 30.9 314 31.2 314 315 31.8
Poland" 42.0 41.4 40.2 42.6 42.6 40.2 42.3 42.4 42.6
Portugal 29.4 29.6 29.4 28.9 29.0 27.5 27.2 27.3 26.5
Slovak Republic - - - - 34.2 35.9 35.1 375 35.3
Spain 36.1 36.4 36.2 33.7 33.9 34.4 34.8 34.2 34.6
Sweden 46.2 46.8 46.4 46.1 a4.7 43.4 425 42.9 43.2
Switzerland 24.4 235 23.6 235 23.3 23.4 23.6 22.9 22.6
Turkey 40.5 42.6 41.7 32.9 39.9 43.2 42.1 415 42.2
United Kingdom 259 26.3 26.3 24.3 24.3 22.1 221 23.6 24.1
United States 28.7 28.7 28.6 26.8 26.7 25.1 25.1 23.2 23.6

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using externa sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table 111.8a. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Two-earner married couple, one at 100% average earnings and the other at 33%, with no children
Income Tax as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 19.4 20.0 20.6 21.0 19.3 19.8 20.8 20.8 211
Austria 6.5 7.3 7.5 7.7 7.0 7.3 7.5 7.8 7.8
Belgium 23.0 23.3 23.6 23.7 23.9 239 23.1 21.8 20.9
Canada 19.2 19.1 18.6 17.7 18.1 16.6 15.3 15.4 15.1
Czech Republic 8.4 8.8 8.7 8.6 8.5 8.4 8.8 9.2 9.8
Denmark 31.6 30.7 294 28.6 27.7 28.0 274 27.4 27.1
Finland 26.0 24.4 24.3 22.9 23.2 22.3 219 21.4 20.6
France 5.5 6.8 10.5 10.7 10.0 9.6 9.5 9.3 9.3
Germany 15.4 15.6 15.4 15.2 15.0 13.8 14.0 14.4 13.2
Greece 1.9 2.1 2.5 2.2 2.4 2.1 1.2 0.8 1.3
Hungary 14.1 13.4 13.1 15.2 16.2 16.4 14.0 9.7 9.3
Iceland 12.6 13.0 154 15.7 16.7 17.5 18.8 19.3 19.7
Ireland 17.1 16.0 14.7 12.4 111 8.0 7.2 6.6 5.9
Italy 14.6 15.8 16.4 16.4 14.9 14.4 15.0 13.6 14.0
Japan 5.7 6.9 5.2 5.2 5.3 5.4 4.7 5.0 5.0
Korea 1.4 13 1.2 14 1.7 17 1.7 17 1.7
Luxembourg 4.2 4.7 3.5 3.9 4.3 29 2.0 2.1 2.3
Mexico -4.8 -6.2 -5.0 -5.0 -3.7 -2.9 -2.6 -1.9 -1.7
Netherlands 5.3 5.6 6.5 55 6.3 6.9 5.6 4.7 6.5
New Zealand 20.8 20.4 19.1 18.6 18.7 18.8 19.3 19.4 19.8
Norway 19.9 19.8 19.9 19.6 18.5 18.2 18.3 18.3 18.4
Poland* 16.5 15.3 14.2 5.2 5.2 4.4 4.6 45 4.6
Portugal 5.6 5.6 5.5 4.9 5.0 35 2.7 2.7 2.7
Slovak Republic - - - - 3.5 5.1 4.5 4.9 0.0
Spain 10.1 10.4 10.3 8.8 9.1 9.4 9.7 9.2 9.5
Sweden 28.1 27.9 26.8 26.1 24.7 23.4 22.1 22.2 224
Switzerland 8.5 7.6 7.6 7.4 7.2 7.3 7.4 7.2 7.4
Turkey 22.6 22.7 23.3 14.2 14.0 14.1 14.3 13.8 14.7
United Kingdom 13.2 12.7 12.7 12.1 12.6 12.3 12.4 12.6 12.8
United States 16.7 16.7 16.6 16.7 16.5 14.8 14.7 14.0 14.1

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table 111.8b. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Two-earner married couple, one at 100% average earnings and the other at 33%, with no children
Income tax plus employee contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 20.7 211 21.7 22.1 19.3 19.8 20.8 20.8 21.1
Austria 24.6 25.3 25.6 25.8 251 25.4 25.6 25.8 25.8
Belgium 37.0 37.2 37.6 37.7 37.9 37.9 37.0 35.7 32.2
Canada 24.5 24.6 24.0 23.2 23.9 22.6 21.6 21.7 21.7
Czech Republic 20.9 21.3 21.2 21.1 21.0 20.9 21.3 21.7 22.3
Denmark 41.3 41.4 40.0 40.8 40.8 40.0 39.3 39.3 39.0
Finland 33.9 32.1 31.8 30.2 30.1 28.8 28.0 27.4 26.6
France 24.5 24.5 23.7 24.1 23.4 23.1 22.8 22.9 22.9
Germany 35.6 36.7 36.5 36.0 355 34.3 34.6 354 34.0
Greece 17.8 18.0 18.4 18.1 18.3 18.0 17.1 16.8 17.3
Hungary 25.6 24.9 24.6 27.7 28.7 28.9 26.5 22.2 22.8
Iceland 12.8 13.2 15.5 15.8 16.8 17.8 19.1 19.6 20.0
Ireland 21.9 20.2 18.6 16.3 15.0 11.6 10.9 10.3 9.7
Italy 245 26.0 25.6 25.6 241 23.6 24.2 22.8 23.1
Japan 12.7 13.9 12.2 15.2 15.3 15.4 18.4 16.6 16.5
Korea 3.7 5.1 6.0 8.1 8.4 8.4 8.4 8.6 8.7
Luxembourg 16.7 17.3 16.5 17.5 18.3 16.8 15.7 15.8 16.0
Mexico 0.4 -3.7 -2.4 -3.5 -2.1 -1.4 -1.1 -0.4 -0.2
Netherlands 36.2 35.9 30.7 31.8 324 28.9 25.7 26.6 30.5
New Zealand 20.8 20.4 19.1 18.6 18.7 18.8 19.3 19.4 19.8
Norway 27.7 27.6 27.7 27.4 26.3 26.0 26.1 26.1 26.2
Poland* 16.5 15.3 14.2 30.0 30.0 29.4 29.6 29.7 30.0
Portugal 16.6 16.6 16.5 15.9 16.0 14.5 13.7 13.7 13.7
Slovak Republic - - - - 16.3 17.9 17.3 17.7 13.4
Spain 16.9 17.1 17.1 15.6 154 15.8 16.1 15.5 15.9
Sweden 33.1 33.9 33.7 33.0 317 30.4 291 29.2 295
Switzerland 20.1 19.1 19.2 19.0 18.7 18.8 18.9 18.5 18.4
Turkey 31.9 33.1 32.8 23.4 28.0 30.1 29.3 28.8 29.7
United Kingdom 20.8 20.4 20.4 19.2 19.4 18.8 18.8 19.8 20.1
United States 24.4 24.4 24.3 24.4 24.1 22.5 22.4 21.6 21.8

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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III. HISTORICAL TRENDS 1979-2004

Table 111.8c. Evolution of the tax burden, 1996-2004
Two-earner married couple, one at 100% average earnings and the other at 33%, with no children
Income tax plus employee and employer contributions less cash benefits as a % of gross earnings

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Australia 20.7 211 21.7 22.1 19.3 19.8 25.3 25.3 25.6
Austria 39.4 43.4 43.5 43.6 42.8 42.3 42.4 42.6 42.5
Belgium 53.2 52.0 52.3 52.3 52.8 52.1 51.2 48.4 44.9
Canada 29.1 29.3 28.6 27.9 28.7 27.5 29.5 29.7 29.5
Czech Republic 41.4 41.7 41.6 41.5 41.5 41.4 41.7 42.0 42.5
Denmark 41.3 41.7 40.4 41.3 41.2 40.6 39.9 39.8 39.5
Finland 47.4 46.0 45.9 44.6 445 43.0 42.4 41.4 40.8
France 46.8 44.3 43.2 43.7 44.0 43.8 43.4 44.5 42.5
Germany 46.5 47.7 47.5 47.0 46.5 45.5 45.8 46.6 45.4
Greece 35.7 35.9 36.3 36.0 36.2 35.9 35.2 35.0 35.4
Hungary 49.3 49.6 49.4 50.1 47.6 46.9 47.9 44.0 44.2
Iceland 15.8 16.4 19.0 19.7 20.6 21.9 23.1 23.9 24.4
Ireland 29.7 28.2 26.8 24.7 235 20.5 19.1 18.6 18.1
Italy 48.4 49.4 44.8 44.5 43.4 42.9 43.1 42.0 42.2
Japan 185 19.6 18.1 23.2 23.3 23.4 29.1 25.9 25.8
Korea 5.9 12.0 14.4 155 15.8 15.8 15.6 15.8 16.1
Luxembourg 26.5 27.1 26.7 27.3 28.2 26.9 25.7 25.9 26.0
Mexico 215 18.1 19.0 111 12.3 11.6 134 14.5 12.8
Netherlands 40.7 39.3 40.0 41.0 41.6 38.7 335 33.8 40.2
New Zealand 20.8 20.4 19.1 18.6 18.7 18.8 19.3 19.4 19.8
Norway 35.8 35.7 35.8 35.5 34.7 34.4 34.5 34.5 34.7
Poland* 43.6 42.9 42.1 41.9 41.9 41.4 41.6 41.6 41.9
Portugal 32.6 32.6 325 32.1 32.2 30.9 30.2 30.3 30.3
Slovak Republic - - - - 39.3 40.5 40.1 40.4 36.1
Spain 37.4 37.5 37.4 36.2 35.2 35.5 35.7 35.3 35.6
Sweden 49.7 50.2 50.2 49.7 48.6 47.6 46.6 46.7 46.8
Switzerland 28.3 27.5 275 27.4 27.2 27.2 27.3 26.8 26.5
Turkey 39.8 41.6 40.6 32.2 39.7 42.9 41.8 41.4 42.2
United Kingdom 27.0 26.4 26.8 25.0 25.3 24.5 24.6 26.0 26.4
United States 29.7 29.8 29.7 29.7 29.5 28.0 27.9 27.2 27.3

1. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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Table 111.9. Income tax (in % of gross wage), 1979-2004, single persons without children

1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Australia 219 23.3 22.1 219 224 22.3 21.5 21.6 225 23.3 24.4 22.8 23.3 24.0 24.0 24.3
Austria 9.3 10.2 9.4 10.2 9.5 7.0 7.5 8.6 8.9 10.2 10.8 9.8 10.2 105 10.8 10.8
Belgium 15.2 18.7 255 26.4 25.9 25.3 259 26.1 27.2 27.6 279 27.9 27.8 27.2 26.7 26.6
Canada 18.3 19.0 18.8 19.4 21.4 20.0 20.4 211 21.7 22.1 20.8 211 19.3 17.9 18.0 17.8
Czech Republic - - - - - - - 8.5 10.0 10.4 10.2 10.1 10.0 10.4 10.8 11.4
Denmark 35.7 37.8 39.4 40.0 44.0 44.0 44.2 44.4 37.4 35.1 33.0 324 32.6 317 317 30.6
Finland 26.7 27.3 29.5 30.5 30.8 30.8 28.3 28.6 29.3 28.0 26.3 26.6 25.9 254 249 24.2
France 8.5 8.6 8.4 7.4 6.8 6.7 8.1 8.5 8.8 10.5 14.3 13.4 135 13.6 13.2 13.1
Germany 16.0 16.4 17.1 18.1 18.6 18.6 18.4 18.3 20.8 212 21.2 215 20.1 20.4 20.8 19.6
Greece 14 1.3 3.0 3.2 35 5.8 3.6 17 1.7 2.0 1.9 2.2 1.8 0.4 0.0 0.6
Hungary - - - - - - - - 16.4 17.8 17.6 18.9 19.2 16.9 12.9 12.4
Iceland - 16.8 16.9 145 12.0 17.5 17.9 19.7 20.4 21.2 22.3 23.1 235 24.8 25.2 255
Ireland 23.7 234 24.6 26.8 27.9 255 24.7 23.9 224 20.5 19.3 15.2 12.0 11.4 11.1 10.6
Italy* 11.6 14.1 16.3 18.4 18.4 18.1 16.3 15.8 17.5 18.8 20.0 19.3 18.6 19.1 18.2 18.6
Japan 7.6 8.5 9.0 8.8 8.5 7.9 8.5 8.4 6.4 8.0 6.1 6.2 6.2 5.6 5.9 5.9
Korea - - - - - - - - 25 17 21 25 25 2.2 2.3 2.2
Luxembourg 17.4 16.8 17.4 16.7 14.0 135 11.8 12.7 13.1 13.8 12.1 12.6 10.8 8.3 8.5 8.9
Mexico - - - - - 6.6 6.1 6.5 25 -1.2 0.0 1.3 1.9 21 2.8 3.0
Netherlands 14.8 13.5 12.0 11.3 11.9 12.1 11.5 12.2 6.7 6.5 6.3 7.6 8.8 7.0 6.0 8.5
New Zealand 26.0 26.8 26.6 27.9 26.1 23.4 23.8 24.0 245 21.6 19.4 195 195 20.1 20.3 20.7
Norway 25.7 24.7 23.3 22.7 22.7 25.9 24.4 20.9 21.8 21.7 21.6 214 21.0 21.0 20.9 20.9
Poland® - - - - - - - 17.2 18.1 16.9 6.6 6.6 6.0 6.1 6.0 6.1
Portugal 4.4 4.9 7.1 6.9 7.5 6.5 5.9 6.8 7.0 7.2 6.6 6.7 5.4 55 5.6 5.6
Slovak Republic - - - - - - - - - - - 6.0 6.8 5.9 6.3 7.9
Spain 10.1 11.3 12.2 10.6 12.7 10.4 11.3 12.3 13.2 13.8 11.8 12.1 12.6 13.0 12.3 12.7
Sweden 36.5 36.1 355 35.6 36.6 37.0 28.0 28.5 28.7 28.5 27.2 25.8 24.6 23.4 23.8 24.0
Switzerland 10.6 11.6 11.4 11.2 10.8 10.8 9.6 11.1 11.0 10.3 10.2 9.8 9.9 9.9 9.7 9.8
Turkey 42.0 35.2 30.2 22.9 22.4 235 27.1 27.4 25.2 23.9 15.2 14.7 14.9 15.1 14.8 154
United Kingdom 23.2 234 22.7 22.3 20.3 19.0 18.7 18.0 18.2 16.7 16.3 15.8 15.5 15.6 15.7 15.9
United States 20.6 235 23.0 21.8 18.4 18.4 18.4 18.3 18.1 18.2 18.2 17.9 16.8 16.6 16.4 16.5

1. Asfrom 1990 on, data on wages have been revised to include only production workers.

2. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated

using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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Table 111.10. Income tax plus employee contributions (in % of gross wage), 1979-2004, single persons without children

1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Australia 21.9 23.3 22.6 229 23.6 235 228 23.0 240 24.8 25.9 22.8 23.3 24.0 24.0 243
Austria 235 251 245 26.6 25.9 23.8 24.7 259 27.0 28.3 28.8 27.9 28.3 28.6 28.9 28.8
Belgium 25.3 288 370 385 380 374 379 392 411 415 41.9 41.9 41.7 41.2 40.7 40.5
Canada 20.8 22.0 223 233 254 238 250 263 271 27.7 26.5 27.1 255 24.4 24.6 247
Czech Republic - - - - - - - 220 232 22.9 22.7 22.6 225 22.9 23.3 23.9
Denmark 40.1 42.2 44.8 46.3 46.0 46.6 46.7 47.0 45.2 44.9 44.2 44.1 43.3 42.3 42.3 41.2
Finland 294 300 322 342 342 340 317 357 380 35.8 33.7 33.6 324 315 31.0 30.3
France 203 205 226 226 235 250 252 269 274 28.1 27.7 26.8 27.0 26.8 26.8 26.7
Germany 316 326 339 350 357 360 366 36.6 405 423 41.9 42.0 40.7 41.0 41.8 40.5
Greece 11.6 115 16.2 16.4 16.8 19.1 174 17.5 17.6 17.9 17.8 18.1 17.7 16.3 16.0 16.6
Hungary - - - - - - - - 279 29.3 30.1 314 31.7 294 254 259
Iceland - 17.0 17.2 14.7 12.2 17.5 18.1 200 20.6 215 225 23.2 23.7 251 254 25.7
Ireland 281 281 331 353 357 333 324 327 292 26.0 243 20.3 16.9 16.4 16.0 15.7
Italy* 200 226 258 270 273 267 253 258 275 29.0 29.1 28.5 27.8 28.3 274 27.8
Japan 125 13.2 131 15.8 155 14.9 155 154 134 15.0 16.1 16.2 16.2 19.3 17.5 17.4
Korea - - - - - - - - 4.8 5.6 8.8 9.2 9.2 8.9 9.2 9.3
Luxembourg 293 288 295 289 262 259 241 252 256 26.4 25.8 26.6 24.8 221 223 22.7
Mexico - - - - - 11.1 10.9 11.3 7.7 1.4 1.6 29 3.4 3.7 4.4 4.5
Netherlands 355 358 404 380 374 356 404 418 405 39.3 35.4 36.2 32.9 28.6 29.0 34.4
New Zealand 260 268 266 279 261 234 238 240 245 21.6 19.4 195 19.5 20.1 20.3 20.7
Norway 344 338 330 327 336 338 322 287 296 29.5 29.4 29.2 28.8 28.8 28.7 28.7
Poland? - - - - - - - 17.2 18.1 16.9 314 314 31.0 31.1 31.2 315
Portugal 144 154 18.1 184 18.5 17.4 17.6 16.9 18.0 18.2 17.6 17.7 16.4 16.5 16.6 16.6
Slovak Republic - - - - - - - - - - - 18.8 19.6 18.7 19.1 21.3
Spain 15.7 16.9 18.1 16.9 18.7 16.4 17.3 184 19.6 20.2 18.2 185 18.9 19.3 18.6 19.0
Sweden 365 361 355 356 366 370 280 295 326 345 341 32.8 31.7 304 30.7 31.0
Switzerland 20.9 21.9 215 215 211 21.2 19.9 214 225 21.9 21.7 21.3 214 214 21.0 20.9
Turkey 490 422 382 313 318 326 348 343 305 331 22.9 28.7 30.9 30.1 29.8 30.4
United Kingdom 29.7 312 317 313 29.3 27.3 26.2 25.6 26.7 252 244 23.6 231 23.2 24.2 244
United States 268  30.2 29.7 28.9 25.6 26.0 26.0 26.0 25.8 25.8 25.8 25.5 24.4 24.3 241 24.2

1. Asfrom 1990 on, data on wages have been revised to include only production workers.
2. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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Table I11.11. Income tax plus employee and employer contributions (as % of labour costs), 1979-2004

single persons without children

1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Australia 21.9 23.3 22.6 22.9 23.6 235 22.8 23.0 24.0 24.8 25.9 22.8 23.3 28.3 28.3 28.6
Austria 36.5 38.6 38.1 40.3 39.6 38.1 39.1 40.0 41.2 45.6 45.9 44.9 44.5 44.7 45.0 44.9
Belgium 474 498 49.2 51.0 53.5 53.2 53.7 54.6 56.3 56.6 56.9 56.2 55.6 55.1 54.6 54.2
Canada 23.2 24.7 25.6 26.9 29.0 27.2 29.0 30.8 315 32.3 31.1 31.8 30.4 32.2 324 32.3
Czech Republic - - - - - - - 426 43.2 42.9 42.7 42.7 42.6 42.9 43.2 43.6
Denmark 40.6 427 465 4738 47.6 46.6  46.7 47.0 45.2 45.1 445 44.4 43.6 42.7 42.7 415
Finland 41.6 42.4 43.2 45.2 455 46.2 44.5 49.3 51.2 48.9 47.4 47.3 45.9 45.2 44.4 43.8
France’ - - - - - - - - 49.1 48.7 48.1 48.2 48.3 48.2 48.3 47.4
Germany 40.8 419 434 445 45.1 455 464 464  50.2 52.3 51.9 51.8 50.8 51.1 51.9 50.7
Greece 25.6 255 31.2 314 316 33.8 33.0 35.3 35.6 35.8 35.7 36.0 35.7 34.6 34.4 34.9
Hungary - - - - - - - - 51.4 52.0 50.7 49.6 49.0 49.0 45.6 45.8
Iceland - 18.4 18.8 16.5 13.9 195 20.1 22.0 231 24.4 26.0 26.7 27.5 28.8 29.4 29.7
Ireland 33.9 34.7 401 424 4238 40.6 39.8  40.0 36.9 33.9 324 28.9 25.8 24,5 24.2 23.8
Italy? 45.3 47.3 50.5 50.0 494 512 488 49.2 50.3 51.5 47.2 46.7 46.1 46.1 45.4 45.7
Japan 16.7 17.3 17.7 21.6 21.4 20.4 21.5 21.2 19.5 20.7 24.0 24.1 24.2 29.8 26.7 26.6
Korea - - - - - - - - 6.9 124 16.1 16.5 16.6 16.1 16.3 16.6
Luxembourg 38.5 38.2 38.6 384 357 355 33.9 34.9 34.3 35.2 34.6 355 33.9 31.3 315 31.9
Mexico - - - - - 235 24.4 26.6 27.2 20.8 141 154 144 16.1 17.2 154
Netherlands 48.0 483 52.0  49.9 49.5 47.0 465 457 44.8 43.6 44.3 45.1 42.3 35.5 35.2 43.6
New Zealand 26.0 26.8 26.6 27.9 26.1 23.4 23.8 24.0 24.5 21.6 19.4 19.5 19.5 20.1 20.3 20.7
Norway 435 43.1 423 418 426 427 412 36.8 375 37.4 37.3 37.2 36.9 36.9 36.8 36.9
Poland® - - - - - - - 441 44.7 43.9 43.0 43.0 42.7 42.8 42.9 43.1
Portugal 28.1 29.9 32.3 34.9 345 33.9 33.2 33.3 33.7 33.9 334 335 325 32.6 32.6 32.6
Slovak Republic - - - - - - - - - - - 41.2 41.7 411 41.4 42.0
Spain 364 374 380 36.6 37.9 35.9 36.5 38.0 385 39.0 375 37.6 37.9 38.2 37.7 38.0
Sweden 50.7 50.8 50.6 50.9 51.7 527 460 456 49.3 50.7 50.5 49.5 48.5 47.6 47.9 48.0
Switzerland 28.2 29.1 28.8 28.8 28.5 28.6 27.3 28.7 30.6 30.0 29.8 295 295 29.6 29.0 28.8
Turkey 53.9 477 4438 37.0 40.2 401 412 40.0 35.3 40.7 30.3 40.4 43.6 425 42.2 42.7
United Kingdom 36.1 37.6 38.2 37.8 36.0 34.2 33.2 32.6 334 32.0 30.8 30.1 29.5 29.5 31.0 31.2
United States 31.9 35.3 34.9 33.6 30.6 31.1 31.3 31.2 31.0 31.1 31.1 30.8 29.8 29.7 29.5 29.6

1. Employers' social security contributions not reported by France for period 1979 to 1993.

2. Asfrom 1990 on, data on wages have been revised to include only production workers.

3. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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Table I11.12. Income tax (as % of gross wage), 1979-2004, one-earner family with two children

Australia
Austria
Belgium
Canada

Czech Republic
Denmark
Finland

France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Iceland

Ireland

Italy*

Japan

Korea
Luxembourg
Mexico
Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway
Poland®
Portugal
Slovak Republic
Spain

Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey

United Kingdom
United States

1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
16.8 18.0 16.3 16.8 17.8 17.9 16.8 17.0 22.5 20.8 22.2 22.8 23.3 24.0 24.0 24.3
6.5 7.6 6.6 7.6 6.4 3.1 3.8 2.8 35 5.0 9.2 8.2 8.7 9.0 9.3 8.1
8.0 11.6 18.4 19.3 191 14.2 15.0 155 16.1 16.5 17.0 171 171 16.7 15.9 15.2
9.7 10.6 9.0 10.3 12.3 10.9 12.1 10.3 11.2 12.6 10.2 16.9 15.3 141 14.2 13.9
- - - - - - - 2.5 4.5 5.2 4.3 4.2 4.0 4.5 4.9 5.3
30.3 32.6 33.8 34.3 35.7 35.6 36.0 36.2 29.4 27.8 26.2 25.7 26.2 25.7 25.7 254
20.9 21.9 23.8 25.3 25.2 23.7 21.8 23.3 29.3 28.0 26.3 26.6 25.9 25.4 24.9 24.2
0.4 0.5 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 1.7 1.9 3.7 7.6 7.6 7.0 7.1 7.1 7.1
9.9 9.7 10.5 10.9 8.6 9.2 8.7 7.9 9.6 1.0 0.0 -0.9 -1.7 -2.4 -1.6 -2.8
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.8 3.7 0.5 0.5 0.8 25 1.9 2.3 2.0 0.9 0.0 0.6
- - - - - - - - 16.4 17.8 12.0 12.6 9.2 8.0 4.6 4.7

- 10.2 9.4 6.4 4.8 13 0.3 25 3.6 6.8 11.3 12.0 12.6 13.3 13.3 14.0
115 13.0 14.0 16.2 17.9 17.0 16.2 15.9 15.4 14.1 10.1 5.0 2.9 2.5 2.2 2.2
9.4 10.8 12.5 16.2 15.2 14.8 12.7 11.9 14.0 15.3 15.8 14.9 13.4 11.9 11.3 11.9
1.8 2.8 3.3 2.8 2.7 1.9 2.4 2.8 1.6 2.6 15 2.0 2.0 1.4 1.6 2.7
- - - - - - - - 15 0.9 13 1.7 1.8 1.6 1.7 1.4
3.4 3.1 2.7 2.2 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
- - - - - 6.6 6.1 6.5 2.5 -1.2 0.0 1.3 1.9 2.1 2.8 3.0
125 11.2 9.6 8.4 8.9 9.2 10.1 9.5 4.4 3.5 4.8 4.9 8.3 6.4 5.7 8.3
17.0 215 21.7 24.8 24.3 20.3 20.8 22.2 22.4 16.2 141 19.5 19.5 20.1 20.3 20.7
175 17.0 15.6 15.0 15.2 18.6 17.8 15.9 17.0 171 17.4 171 18.1 18.2 18.0 18.0
- - - - - - - 15.3 16.1 14.7 4.6 4.7 4.0 4.2 4.0 4.1
4.0 4.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 2.1 1.2 11 3.3 3.1 2.4 2.7 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.4
- - - - - - - - - - - 2.0 3.5 2.6 3.1 -5.3
6.1 6.7 7.5 5.9 8.3 5.3 6.4 5.6 6.4 6.8 2.5 3.0 3.6 4.2 3.5 4.3
33.7 33.7 33.3 33.9 35.0 35.7 28.0 28.5 28.7 28.5 27.2 25.8 24.6 23.4 23.8 24.0
6.3 7.2 6.1 6.4 6.0 5.8 5.4 5.7 5.7 5.1 5.0 4.9 5.0 5.1 5.0 5.1
42.0 35.2 30.2 22.9 224 235 271 27.4 25.2 23.9 15.2 14.7 14.9 151 14.8 15.4
19.3 19.8 18.6 17.9 16.5 15.5 15.4 15.0 16.6 15.1 15.2 133 10.2 9.3 7.9 8.1
11.6 14.4 15.2 145 13.0 115 11.3 11.3 11.0 10.7 7.4 7.6 4.3 3.9 15 2.4

1. Asfrom 1990 on, data on wages have been revised to include only production workers.
2. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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Table 111.13. Income tax plus employee contributions less cash benefits (as % of gross wage), 1979-2004

one-earner family with two children

1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Australia 13.0 15.1 12.9 145 16.2 15.6 14.4 14.9 16.1 145 16.1 135 14.2 15.6 111 12.8
Austria 4.2 7.1 7.8 8.6 7.3 5.6 6.9 6.5 9.5 10.7 10.0 7.6 8.2 8.9 8.9 8.0
Belgium 5.0 9.1 19.8 22.6 221 145 16.0 17.8 19.5 20.2 20.7 21.1 21.6 21.0 20.4 16.4
Canada 9.0 104 9.4 11.0 13.1 11.8 14.0 155 16.6 18.2 15.9 16.9 14.8 14.3 14.2 14.4
Czech Republic - - - - - - - -4.5 3.3 7.1 -2.1 -4.3 -2.0 -1.9 15 4.9
Denmark 30.3 33.1 35.5 35.9 335 324 325 325 30.9 31.1 30.7 30.7 30.2 29.7 29.7 29.4
Finland 18.2 18.9 19.7 22.6 225 20.0 17.0 21.5 26.3 25.7 23.9 243 235 22.8 22.6 21.7
France 6.8 6.6 6.4 7.7 9.3 10.9 11.2 13.1 13.8 15.3 15.0 15.0 14.4 14.6 15.0 15.1
Germany 19.9 19.8 22.2 23.1 21.2 225 22.4 21.5 25.0 22.1 20.7 19.6 18.9 18.3 194 18.1
Greece -1.7 -1.7 4.1 4.1 15.1 16.9 14.2 16.3 16.7 18.4 17.8 18.2 17.9 16.8 16.0 16.6
Hungary - - - - - - - - 7.3 12.9 9.1 11.6 9.9 8.5 4.4 6.1
Iceland - 45 2.7 -5.2 -6.8 -142 -169 -140 -145 -6.8 1.3 3.2 3.0 4.7 5.3 6.6
Ireland 134 14.9 19.0 21.5 221 215 20.8 21.3 17.9 14.6 10.5 5.4 2.3 -0.7 -3.7 -4.2
Italy* 12.1 11.5 13.6 18.1 20.3 15.8 15.5 15.9 19.6 17.0 155 14.8 135 14.9 14.4 15.2
Japan 6.7 7.6 8.0 9.8 9.7 8.9 9.4 9.8 8.6 9.6 11.5 12.0 12.0 15.1 13.2 14.3
Korea - - - - - - - - 3.8 4.7 8.0 8.4 8.5 8.3 8.7 8.4
Luxembourg 8.1 7.3 5.9 55 2.8 1.2 1.6 -0.6 1.2 1.3 -1.3 -0.8 -0.7 -3.0 -3.0 -2.9
Mexico - - - - - 111 10.9 11.3 7.7 14 1.6 2.9 34 3.7 4.4 45
Netherlands 24.8 25.1 29.9 27.2 27.0 255 33.2 31.1 29.8 27.9 23.6 25.0 22.1 17.1 17.3 23.6
New Zealand 104 16.8 17.5 155 243 18.0 20.8 22.2 224 16.2 141 15.5 16.7 18.8 19.4 20.7
Norway 21.8 18.8 17.0 16.7 17.1 16.8 15.2 13.1 14.9 15.4 16.8 17.6 17.5 18.0 18.2 18.4
Poland? - - - - - - - 6.4 10.1 9.5 25.4 25.6 25.0 29.2 25.3 29.5
Portugal 9.9 10.5 12.3 13.9 125 8.6 7.1 7.0 9.2 9.4 8.4 8.7 6.1 5.4 5.6 4.1
Slovak Republic - - - - - - - - - - - -3.2 14 0.9 6.6 1.2
Spain 9.8 10.6 12.0 11.3 13.8 10.8 12.2 11.7 12.8 13.2 8.9 9.3 10.0 10.5 9.8 10.6
Sweden 25.9 25.9 25.9 24.6 25.2 27.5 17.0 19.1 23.1 27.2 26.0 23.7 21.8 20.8 214 219
Switzerland 11.0 12.5 11.7 10.6 9.9 10.1 9.6 8.8 9.5 8.2 8.4 8.2 8.4 8.6 8.1 8.0
Turkey 49.0 41.4 38.2 31.3 31.8 32.6 34.8 34.3 30.5 331 22.9 28.7 30.9 30.1 29.8 30.4
United Kingdom 17.7 19.4 19.0 18.5 17.8 17.3 16.5 15.9 18.6 17.3 16.2 14.1 10.7 9.9 9.3 9.8
United States 17.7 21.0 21.9 21.6 20.2 19.0 19.0 18.9 18.6 18.3 15.0 15.3 12.0 11.5 9.2 10.0

1. Asfrom 1990 on, data on wages have been revised to include only production workers.
2. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.

‘1

700¢-6/6T1 SANTYL TYDINOLSIH



S00C dD30 @ - £-88£T0-¥9-26 N4SI - ¥00Z/€00C ‘SIDVM DNIXV.L

£0T

Table 111.14. Income tax plus employee and employer contributions less cash benefits (as % of labour costs), 1979-2004

one-earner family with two children

Australia
Austria
Belgium
Canada

Czech Republic
Denmark
Finland
France®
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Iceland

Ireland

Italy®

Japan

Korea
Luxembourg
Mexico
Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway
Poland®
Portugal
Slovak Republic
Spain

Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey

United Kingdom
United States

1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
13.0 15.1 12.9 14.5 16.2 15.6 14.4 14.9 16.1 14.5 16.1 135 14.2 20.4 16.1 17.7
20.5 23.9 24.3 25.6 24.4 23.3 24.7 24.3 27.2 32.2 31.6 29.5 29.0 29.5 29.5 28.8
33.1 36.0 35.3 38.4 41.6 36.1 37.3 38.6 40.3 40.8 41.2 40.5 40.3 39.7 39.1 35.6
11.7 13.5 13.3 15.2 17.4 15.7 18.5 20.6 21.7 234 21.2 22.2 20.4 231 23.1 23.0
- - - - - - - 23.1 28.5 31.2 24.4 22.7 24.5 24.5 27.1 29.5
30.9 33.6 37.5 37.7 35.5 32.4 32.5 32.5 30.9 31.3 311 31.0 30.7 30.1 30.1 29.8
324 33.2 32.7 35.6 35.8 34.8 32.5 38.1 42.1 40.8 39.6 39.9 38.8 38.3 37.6 36.8
- - - - - - - - 39.5 39.5 38.9 39.8 39.4 39.5 39.9 39.0
30.7 30.9 33.3 34.2 32.7 34.0 34.3 33.6 37.3 35.6 34.4 33.3 32.7 32.2 334 32.2
9.3 9.3 145 22.9 30.3 32.0 30.5 34.3 34.9 36.2 35.8 36.1 35.9 35.0 34.4 34.9
- - - - - - - - 37.4 40.8 35.9 35.0 32.8 33.9 30.3 313

- 6.2 4.6 -3.0 -48 -114 -140 -11.2 -10.9 -2.8 5.8 7.6 7.8 9.5 10.4 11.7
20.4 22.7 27.4 30.0 30.6 30.0 29.4 29.9 26.8 23.8 20.1 15.5 12.8 9.1 6.4 5.9
40.9 411 42.3 43.9 44.6 43.9 40.7 42.4 44.9 43.3 37.0 36.5 35.4 36.0 35.7 36.2
11.2 11.9 12.3 16.0 15.9 14.8 15.3 16.0 15.1 15.6 19.8 20.2 20.4 26.2 22.9 23.8
- - - - - - - - 6.0 11.6 15.4 15.8 15.9 15.5 15.8 15.8
20.1 19.5 18.1 18.1 153 14.0 14.3 12,5 12.7 13.0 10.7 11.4 11.5 9.2 9.2 9.3
- - - - - 235 24.4 26.6 27.2 20.8 14.1 15.4 14.4 16.1 17.2 15.4
39.4 39.7 43.6 41.2 411 38.7 40.1 35.7 34.9 33.0 34.1 35.5 33.0 25.1 24.5 34.3
10.4 16.8 17.5 15.5 24.3 18.0 20.8 22.2 224 16.2 14.1 15.5 16.7 18.8 19.4 20.7
32.6 30.1 28.5 28.0 28.4 28.0 26.4 23.0 24.4 24.9 26.2 26.9 26.9 27.3 27.5 27.8
- - - - - - - 36.8 39.3 38.9 38.1 38.2 37.8 41.2 37.9 41.5
24.3 25.8 27.5 31.4 29.7 26.5 25.4 25.3 26.6 26.8 26.0 26.2 24.1 23.6 23.7 22.5
- - - - - - - - - - - 25.2 28.5 28.2 32.3 27.2
31.9 32.7 33.4 32.4 34.1 31.6 32.6 32.9 33.3 33.7 30.4 30.6 311 315 30.9 31.6
42.5 42.9 43.2 42.5 43.0 45.5 37.7 37.7 42.2 45.2 44.4 42.6 41.1 40.3 40.8 41.2
19.2 20.6 19.9 19.0 18.3 18.6 18.0 17.3 18.9 17.7 17.8 17.7 17.9 18.1 17.5 17.2
53.9 a71.7 44.8 37.0 40.2 40.1 41.2 40.0 35.3 40.7 30.3 40.4 43.6 425 42.2 42.7
25.2 26.8 26.6 26.2 25.6 251 24.3 23.8 26.1 24.8 23.3 214 18.1 17.3 17.4 18.0
23.5 26.8 27.7 26.7 25.5 24.7 24.8 24.7 24.4 24.1 21.1 21.3 18.3 17.8 15.6 16.4

1. Employers social security contributions not reported by France for period 1979 to 1993.

2. As from 1990 on, data on wages have been revised to include only production workers.

3. A submission for 2004 was not received from this country and consequently the tax/benefit structure for this country has been updated
using external sources. Given the potential for error, the reader should use caution in interpreting the results for this country.
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