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TRADING PARTNERS

The pattern of OECD merchandise trade — where imports
come from and where exports go to - has undergone
significant shifts over the last decade. These are in response
to changes in the distribution of global income and to
globalisation - in particular, the outsourcing of
manufacturing from OECD countries to the rest of the world.

These tables refer to total OECD imports and exports and
show merchandise trade both within the OECD area and
with countries in the rest of the world.

Definition

NAFTA is the North American Free Trade Area and consists
of Canada, Mexico and the United States. OECD Asia and
Oceania includes Australia and New Zealand as well as
Japan and Korea. Non-OECD America covers the
Caribbean, South America and Central America, except
Mexico. Non-OECD Asia covers Central Asia, China, the
Indian sub continent and South East. Middle East covers the
Gulf Arabian Countries, Iran, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, the
Occupied Palestinian territory and the Syrian Arab Republic.

The definitions of merchandise imports and exports are
explained under “Trade in goods”.

Long-term trends

Since 1988, there has been a steady decline in the share
of OECD imports and exports among OECD member
countries. In 1988, imports from OECD countries
accounted for 80% of total OECD imports but by 2006 this
had fallen to 65%. For exports the fall in intra-OECD trade
was less marked — down from 81% in 1988 to 75% in 2006.

Outside the OECD area, the low trade shares with Africa
have been overtaken by trade with non-OECD America
and the Middle East. OECD imports from Non-OECD Asia
have risen from 7% to 18% over the period and exports to
them from 7.5% to 12%. A large change occurred in trade
between OECD and China. In 1988 China supplied a little
over 1% of total OECD imports but by 2006 this had risen
to 10%. China’s importance as a destination for OECD
countries has increased less sharply, rising from 1% in
1988 to 4% in 2006.
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Comparability

OECD countries follow common definitions and procedures
in compiling their merchandise trade statistics which are
comparable and of good quality. The removal of customs
frontiers following the creation of a common market in
Europe required EU countries to adopt a system of recording
trade flows through sample surveys of exporters and
importers. This led to some fall in the reliability of
merchandise trade statistics for trade between the EU
countries. Statistics on trade between EU countries and
non-EU countries, however, were not affected.

Source

e OECD (2007), International Trade by Commodity Statistics,
OECD, Paris.

Further information

Analytical publications

e OECD, IOM and the World Bank (eds.) (2004), Trade and
Migration: Building Bridges for Global Labour Mobility, OECD,
Paris.

e OECD (2004), Agriculture, Trade and the Environment:

The Dairy Sector, OECD, Paris.

e OECD (2004), Internationalisation and Trade in Higher
Education: Opportunities and Challenges, OECD, Paris.

e OECD (2004), The Impact of Regulations on Agro-Food Trade:
The Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) Agreements, OECD, Paris.

e OECD (2004), Trade and Competitiveness in Argentina, Brazil
and Chile Not as Easy as A-B-C, OECD, Paris.

e OECD (2005), OECD Trade Policy Studies — Environmental
Requirements and Market Access, OECD, Paris.

e OECD (2005), Trade and Structural Adjustment: Embracing
Globalisation, OECD, Paris.

e OECD (2006), The Development Dimension — Aid for Trade:
Making it Effective, OECD, Paris.

e OECD (2006), Trade Based Money Laundering, OECD, Paris.

Statistical publications

e OECD (2007), Monthly Statistics of International Trade, OECD,
Paris.

e OECD (2007), Statistics in International Trade in Services,
OECD, Paris.
Methodological publications

e UN, EC, IMF, OECD, UNCTAD and the WTO (2002), Manual
on Statistics of International Trade in Services,
United Nations, New York.

Online databases

¢ ITCS International Trade by Commodity Statistics.

e Monthly International Trade.

Websites

e OECD International Trade Statistics, www.oecd.org/std/its.
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Partner countries and regions of OECD merchandise trade
As a percentage of total OECD merchandise trade

1988 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
OECD 80.4 76.1 76.1 5.7 75.6 7.4 7.1 75.9 75.9 75.6 4.2 735 7.0 69.6
67 52.3 50.4 49.7 49.0 49.1 50.1 50.4 49.2 48.8 478 45.0 4.9 42.9 419
NAFTA 16.3 20.2 19.0 19.7 21.2 21.7 22.7 23.8 231 22.2 18.1 18.9 18.6 18.0
Canada 13 48 45 46 48 49 5.1 5.3 5.1 48 45 42 43 41
Mexico 03 2.0 1.8 2.0 23 25 27 32 3.1 3.0 27 25 25 26
United States 14.7 13.5 12.7 13.1 14.0 14.3 14.9 15.4 14.8 14.3 10.8 124 1.7 1.3
OECD Asia Oceania 6.5 9.1 8.9 84 8.1 74 77 8.0 73 71 6.9 6.8 6.5 6.3
Japan 3.6 6.0 5.7 53 5.1 47 49 49 45 4.2 4.0 38 3.6 34
Korea 15 18 2.0 19 1.7 1.4 17 1.9 17 17 1.8 18 1.8 18
OECD Europe 57.8 467 48.1 475 464 483 472 441 455 46.1 494 478 459 453
Switzerland 26 19 2.0 19 1.8 1.9 18 1.6 17 16 17 16 13 15
EU15 52.8 421 432 424 411 428 420 39.0 40.1 405 432 a7 39.9 388
Austria 17 1.4 13 13 13 1.4 13 1.2 13 13 1.4 14 13 1.4
Belgium-Luxembourg 47 35 3.6 34 32 33 3.1 2.9 3.1 3.2 34 34 2.9 34
France 8.0 6.3 63 6.1 59 6.2 6.1 55 5.7 57 6.0 58 55 53
Germany 12.7 10.2 10.6 10.3 96 10.1 9.8 9.0 9.3 9.4 101 10.0 9.6 9.3
Italy 55 44 43 4.2 40 42 40 37 38 3.9 42 40 33 37
Netherlands 5.1 39 44 4.0 40 4.0 39 37 37 37 3.9 38 38 32
Spain 2.1 2.1 2.3 23 23 25 26 24 24 26 2.8 2.8 27 26
Sweden 2.2 15 16 16 15 16 16 15 14 1.4 15 15 15 14
United Kingdom 6.6 55 55 56 5.7 58 57 54 55 54 54 5.0 48 47
Non-0ECD 17.6 224 225 22.9 234 216 213 231 23.1 234 2438 25.7 213 28.4
Africa 33 24 23 24 23 2.2 2.1 2.2 2.3 2.2 2.3 2.4 3.4 33
South Africa 0.8 04 05 05 05 05 04 04 05 04 05 05 05 05
America 2.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 33 3.2 3.0 3.0 3.0 2.8 26 2.8 3.0 36
South America 16 2.3 23 2.3 24 23 2.0 2.1 2.1 1.9 18 2.0 2.2 2.3
Brazil 0.7 0.8 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.8 08 0.9 08 08 08 08 08
Asia 7.2 124 124 124 126 1.5 1.8 12.8 12.5 13.0 13.8 14.2 14.6 14.9
China 13 27 28 2.9 3.1 32 34 39 42 49 58 6.3 6.8 72
India 05 06 0.6 0.6 06 0.6 05 05 0.5 06 0.6 07 0.7 0.8
Chinese Taipei 14 19 1.9 18 1.8 1.8 18 2.0 17 16 15 16 14 14
Europe 2.2 2.0 2.1 2.2 23 2.2 19 2.2 2.4 25 2.9 3.1 3.6 37
Russian Federation 0.2 1.0 1.0 1.1 1.1 1.0 08 1.0 11 1.1 13 15 17 18
Middle East 26 2.7 25 26 28 24 24 2.9 29 2.7 29 3.0 34 34
StatLink szsmw http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/273172474460
Partner countries and regions of OECD merchandise trade
As a percentage of total OECD merchandise trade
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Partner countries and regions of OECD merchandise imports
As a percentage of total OECD merchandise imports

1988 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

OECD 80.2 75.9 76.3 75.6 75.4 76.8 75.9 731 73.3 72.9 .3 70.3 67.0 65.2
G7 52.5 51.3 50.8 50.2 50.0 50.5 49.8 47.5 47.0 45.9 43.1 42.7 40.1 39.0
NAFTA 147 19.4 18.9 19.7 20.8 20.7 211 21.7 2 19.9 16.1 16.5 16.0 156
Canada 13 5.1 5.0 5.0 51 52 54 5.6 55 52 48 46 46 43
Mexico 04 19 2.0 22 25 26 29 33 33 3.3 3.0 27 27 28
United States 13.0 12.3 1.9 12.4 13.1 12.9 12.8 12.8 12.2 1.5 8.3 9.2 8.7 8.5
OECD Asia Oceania 78 108 10.2 92 9.2 9.0 9.3 94 85 8.2 79 7.9 75 72
Japan 4.7 7.9 72 6.4 6.4 6.2 6.4 6.3 5.6 54 5.1 4.9 4.6 43
Korea 16 1.6 17 1.6 16 16 1.9 2.0 1.8 18 18 1.9 18 1.8
OECD Europe 58.0 45.8 47.3 46.7 45.5 471 45.6 42.0 43.6 445 47.6 45.9 43.5 424
Switzerland 23 1.9 19 1.8 17 17 1.6 14 15 15 15 15 11 1.4
EU15 53.3 43 425 4.8 40.6 4241 40.6 371 38.3 39.0 414 39.9 37.8 36.3
Austria 15 13 12 11 11 12 1.2 1.0 11 12 13 12 12 12
Belgium-Luxembourg 46 33 34 32 3.0 3.0 29 26 28 29 31 31 26 3.0

France 76 6.1 6.1 5.9 5.8 6.1 5.8 5.1 53 5.3 56 53 49 47
Germany 14.6 104 109 10.6 100 10.5 10.2 9.2 9.6 100 10.8 107 10.2 9.8

Italy 56 45 46 46 43 45 42 37 38 39 41 39 31 35
Netherlands 5.3 3.8 4.0 3.9 3.9 4.0 37 35 35 35 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.1

Spain 18 1.9 2.0 21 21 22 24 19 20 21 23 22 21 21
Sweden 23 17 17 17 1.7 17 16 15 14 14 15 15 15 15

United Kingdom 5.6 5.0 5.1 52 52 52 51 49 48 46 45 4.1 4.0 38
Non-0ECD 18.0 22.8 22.6 23.3 23.9 22.4 23.2 26.0 25.7 25.9 21.6 28.9 31.3 32.7
Africa 36 25 24 26 25 22 21 24 25 23 26 27 35 38
South Africa 1.0 0.4 05 05 0.5 05 0.5 05 05 05 05 0.5 0.5 0.5
America 25 3.1 29 3.0 3.0 2.8 2.8 3.0 29 3.0 29 3.2 34 4.0
South America 241 24 23 23 23 241 24 2.2 22 22 22 25 2.7 28
Brazil 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.8 0.8 08 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.0

Asia 6.9 123 124 12.8 13.2 13.2 137 146 145 15.2 16.0 16.6 172 17.8
China 13 36 37 40 44 45 4.9 55 5.9 6.8 7.7 85 9.3 9.8

India 0.4 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.8
Chinese Taipei 15 20 19 1.9 19 19 1.9 21 1.8 17 16 1.6 13 1.4
Europe 22 2.0 21 21 21 20 2.0 24 24 25 2.8 3.1 3.7 3.6
Russian Federation 0.2 1.2 12 1.2 12 141 1.1 14 14 14 16 1.8 21 22

Middle East 2.7 27 26 27 29 22 25 35 33 29 32 33 39 41

StatLink szsr¥ http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/273255355332

Partners countries and regions of OECD merchandise imports
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Partner countries and regions of OECD merchandise exports

As a percentage of total OECD merchandise exports

1988 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
OECD 80.5 76.3 75.9 75.7 75.8 71.9 79.6 79.0 78.8 78.5 71.4 71.0 75.4 74.6
G7 52.2 49.5 48.6 47.9 48.2 49.7 51.1 51.0 50.8 49.9 471 47.4 46.1 45.0
NAFTA 17.9 21.1 19.2 19.7 216 22.6 245 26.1 252 246 20.2 214 21.5 20.7
Canada 13 45 41 42 45 46 48 48 46 45 42 39 4.0 39
Mexico 0.3 21 16 18 22 24 26 3.0 29 27 25 23 23 24
United States 16.3 14.6 135 137 14.8 15.6 171 18.3 17.6 17.4 135 15.2 15.1 145
OECD Asia Oceania 53 75 76 76 7.0 57 6.1 6.5 6.0 59 5.9 56 54 52
Japan 25 41 41 41 3.8 3.2 33 3.4 3.2 29 2.8 2.6 25 24
Korea 14 20 22 22 19 12 1.6 18 1.6 17 1.7 1.7 17 1.7
OECD Europe 57.5 417 49.0 48.4 47.2 49.6 49.0 46.4 476 479 51.4 50.0 48.5 48.6
Switzerland 29 20 2.0 20 18 20 1.9 17 1.8 18 1.8 1.7 14 1.7
EU15 52.4 43.0 43.9 429 416 43.7 434 41.0 421 421 451 436 423 416
Austria 18 1.5 15 15 14 15 1.5 14 14 14 16 1.6 15 1.5
Belgium-Luxembourg 47 38 338 36 34 35 34 32 34 35 38 38 32 38
France 8.4 6.6 6.6 6.2 59 6.3 6.3 6.0 6.2 6.1 6.5 6.3 6.2 6.0
Germany 10.7 10.0 103 9.9 9.3 97 9.4 8.8 9.0 8.8 95 9.2 9.0 88
Italy 54 38 40 38 37 39 39 37 38 39 43 4.1 35 38
Netherlands 4.9 41 4.2 41 41 4.1 41 3.9 3.8 3.8 4.0 3.8 3.7 3.4
Spain 24 23 25 25 25 28 3.0 2.8 29 3.0 34 34 34 33
Sweden 21 13 15 15 14 14 14 14 13 13 15 14 14 14
United Kingdom 76 6.0 59 6.0 6.2 6.4 6.3 6.1 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.0 57 56
Non-0ECD 17.2 22.0 22.5 22.4 23.0 20.8 19.3 20.1 20.4 20.6 21.7 221 22.7 23.6
Africa 31 23 2.2 22 21 23 20 19 20 2.0 21 21 26 27
South Africa 0.6 0.4 05 05 0.4 05 0.4 0.4 04 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.5
America 17 3.2 3.3 33 3.7 3.7 31 3.0 3.1 27 23 2.5 2.6 3.2
South America 141 21 23 23 26 26 20 19 20 16 13 1.4 16 17
Brazil 0.3 0.7 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.0 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.7
Asia 75 1.8 124 12.0 120 9.8 9.9 109 103 107 115 17 1.7 17
China 12 18 18 18 1.8 18 19 22 24 29 3.6 39 4.0 43
India 0.6 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.7
Chinese Taipei 14 1.9 19 1.7 18 17 1.7 2.0 1:5 15 1:5 1.6 15 1.4
Europe 22 19 21 23 25 24 19 19 24 26 3.0 3.1 3.4 3.8
Russian Federation 0.2 0.8 0.8 0.9 11 0.9 0.5 0.6 0.8 0.8 1.0 1.1 12 1.4
Middle East 26 2.6 24 25 26 26 23 22 24 25 2.6 26 2.8 2.6
Statlink s http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/273267418181
Partner countries and regions of OECD merchandise exports
As a percentage of total OECD merchandise exports
B 1988 2006
80.5 74.6
3B -
30 |
25 |
20 |-
15
10 |
| I
0 | | . | | I | I | | | | | |
5 & @ S . » 2 S ® S $ L >
& & & $ R N SN S & & & §
N & T TS $F o S
< N\ ¥ Q N R Q
Q“S’ @ \)3 A QQ
Q’ o
°

OECD FACTBOOK 2008 - ISBN 978-92-64-04054-0 — © OECD 2008

Statlink s=r http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/267311813207

77



From:

OECD Factbook 2008
Economic, Environmental and Social Statistics

HEEEEERCECE

®

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/factbook-2008-en

Please cite this chapter as:

OECD (2009), “Trading partners”, in OECD Factbook 2008: Economic, Environmental and Social Statistics,
OECD Publishing, Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/factbook-2008-23-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document and any map included herein are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the
delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area.

You can copy, download or print OECD content for your own use, and you can include excerpts from OECD publications,
databases and multimedia products in your own documents, presentations, blogs, websites and teaching materials, provided
that suitable acknowledgment of OECD as source and copyright owner is given. All requests for public or commercial use and
translation rights should be submitted to rights@oecd.org. Requests for permission to photocopy portions of this material for
public or commercial use shall be addressed directly to the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) at info@copyright.com or the
Centre frangais d’exploitation du droit de copie (CFC) at contact@cfcopies.com.

&) OECD


https://doi.org/10.1787/factbook-2008-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/factbook-2008-23-en

