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5. REGULATORY GOVERNANCE

International regulatory co-operation

Policy challenges are increasingly transcending national 
borders. Examples range from dealing with a global 
health crisis, climate change and biodiversity to consumer 
safety or protection of personal data. These challenges  
cannot be addressed by countries unilaterally. This is 
why international regulatory co-operation (IRC) has 
become central to policymaking and regulatory policy, 
as it enables governments to collaborate on common 
problems and learn from each other. In June 2021, the 
OECD adopted a recommendation on how countries can 
effectively adopt IRC. This recommendation is built around 
three pillars: 1) taking a whole of government approach to 
IRC, 2) recognising IRC throughout domestic rulemaking, 
and 3) co-operating internationally through a variety 
of mechanisms. 

The OECD Indicators of Regulatory Policy and Governance 
(iREG) measure how governments implement the 
recommendation in their regulatory governance and 
processes. This includes what roles and responsibilities on 
IRC exist across government, how countries engage with 
foreign stakeholders when developing regulations, whether 
they consider international instruments when conducting 
ex post assessment, or whether international impacts are 
considered during Regulatory Impact Analysis. Ultimately, 
this gives a snapshot of countries’ level of preparedness 
to address global challenges with regulatory tools.

Only 5 of 38 OECD countries (14%) have adopted IRC as a 
whole-of-government policy (Figure 5.9). A higher number 
of countries, 23 of 38 (61%), have partial policies for IRC. 
These can be very ambitious but focused on certain 
regions or sectors. This is typically the case for EU Member 
states that have highly integrated regulatory co-operation 
mechanisms built into their regulatory processes by 
virtue of their EU membership obligations. These focus 
on regional partners, and EU Members is rarely framed 
as a whole-of-government policy related to IRC. In 9 of 
38 countries (24%) there is no policy on international 
regulatory co-operation. Space exists to promote more 
and better co-ordination of activities across ministries 
and across ministries and regulators to build a common 
understanding of IRC.

Governments carry out oversight for IRC with a variety 
of approaches, but only 4 of 38 countries (11%) have a 

dedicated body that ensures line ministries are actively 
implementing IRC (Figure  5.10). Responsibilities are 
scattered among relevant ministries in 18 of 38 countries 
(47%), and in 3 of 38 countries (8%) among sub-national 
and central government bodies. 14 of 38 countries (37%) 
have no structure at all. The OECD recommends having a 
governance structure that is conducive to IRC, including 
the participation of oversight bodies. 

Methodology and definitions

Data on IRC draws upon responses provided by 
delegates to the OECD Regulatory Policy Committee 
and central government officials to the 2021 OECD 
Indicators of Regulatory Policy and Governance Survey 
for 38 OECD countries and the European Union. Data 
were collected in January 2021.

International regulatory co-operation refers to any 
agreement or organisational arrangement, formal or 
informal, between countries to promote some form of 
co-operation in the design, monitoring, enforcement, 
or ex post management of regulation.

Further reading
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Figure notes

5.9. Depicts the UK as not having a whole of government approach 
to IRC. However, since the last measurement in January 2021, the 
country has established a national policy for it. 

https://legalinstruments.oecd.org/en/instruments/OECD-LEGAL-0475
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5.9. OECD Members with a whole of government, or a cross-sectoral approach to IRC, 2021

No, there is no policy on international regulatory co-operation

Yes, there is a whole-of-government cross-sector policy Partial, only cross-sector policies apply
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Source: Indicators of Regulatory Policy and Governance (iREG) Survey 2021.

12 https://stat.link/8zspwe

5.10. Oversight of IRC activities, 2021

Responsibility is shared amongst relevant central government bodies

Responsibility is shared among sub-national and central government bodies

Centralised within a single authority

No governance structure
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Source: Indicators of Regulatory Policy and Governance (iREG) Survey 2021.
12 https://stat.link/w6sgfl
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