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What is the state of the world economy as we enter 2011? How has the worst economic crisis in our lifetimes 

affected the future? What must be done to build a stronger, cleaner and fairer world? 
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society join OECD Secretary-General Angel Gurría and OECD experts to examine today’s pressing issues in 

this inaugural OECD Yearbook 2011:

• How should global governance adapt to shifting wealth? 

• How can we restore public fi nances and achieve sustainable growth? 

• What must be done to improve skills and cut unemployment? 

• How can we rebuild public trust in our economies and institutions? 

• What sources of growth can best build a cleaner, more prosperous future? 

• How can development be better promoted in the new global context? 

In our special Leaders’ Forum, France’s President Nicolas Sarkozy, Japan’s Prime Minister Naoto Kan, Chile’s 
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Getting it right in 2011

Angel Gurría, Secretary-General of the OECD
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INTRODUCTION

We enter 2011 on a positive footing. Everyone realises 

that this recovery, fragile as it is, must be nurtured and 

strengthened if we are to build the bright future we all want.
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The crisis has made it clear that failing to realise the  

full potential of women carries huge economic and  

social costs.

LEADERS’ FORUM
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While the scope of the OECD’s work is vast and unique, 

maximising our effectiveness and relevance means that 

we must also become more global.



10 

LEADERS’ FORUM

Setting an example for progress

Nicolas Sarkozy, President of France

President Nicolas Sarkozy celebrates the OECD’s 50th anniversary at the Elysée Palace, 13 December 2010
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Extracted from an address by the president of France, to mark the 50th anniversary 

of the OECD, delivered at the Élysée Palace, Monday 13 December 2010. The full 

2 000 word version can be viewed at www.oecdobserver.org/leaders and a webcast 

can be viewed at www.oecd.org/france
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LEADERS’ FORUM

Anniversary tribute

Naoto Kan, Prime Minister of Japan 
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It is crucial for the OECD to continue to prove its 

attractiveness in the expanded global context

I highly value the contributions that the OECD is making  

to the G8, G20 and APEC
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LEADERS’ FORUM

A 21st century revolution

Sebastián Piñera, President of the Republic of Chile
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Human capital is our greatest treasure, innovation and 

entrepreneurship our only truly inexhaustible resources



16 

LEADERS’ FORUM

Mission possible

Hungary aims to create one million new jobs in ten years

Viktor Orbán, Prime Minister of Hungary
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Throughout the entire world economy–also within Europe and 

Hungary–it is increasingly recognised that in the financial sector 

and in financial services, with regard to the responsibility of 

private companies towards the public good, states have a major 

responsibility in the development of regulation which better 

represents the public interest. 



To view the OECD Factbook online, go to: www.OECD-iLibrary.org/factbook

To order book and USB memory stick versions, go to our online bookshop  

and search for “factbook”. www.oecd.org/bookshop

To get a version for your iPhone, go to the App Store. Blackberry and other 

smartphone versions available at: www.oecd.org/publications/factbook

OECD Factbook is the OECD’s annual flagship that presents key data across the full subject range of OECD work.

Each variable is presented in a two-page spread, with definitions, overviews of recent trends, comments on comparability, and indications 

on where to go for more information on the left-hand side, and tables and graphs showing the actual data on the right-hand side.  In 

some cases, more than one page of charts and graphs are shown.  All of the charts and graphs include StatLinks, URLs linking to Excel® 

spreadsheet files containing the underlying data.

BETTER POLICIES FOR BETTER LIVES

OECD Factbook
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Restoring public finances

Is it possible to restore public finances and promote 

sound economic growth at the same time?
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Recommended links and references

For OECD work on money and fi nancial issues, see: www.oecd.org/eco/money

Higher levels of unemployment translate into increased 

payments for unemployment and welfare benefi ts 

coupled with lower tax receipts, further feeding defi cits

Defying fi scal defi cits

Change in general government balance
% of GDP, 2006-2009

Source: OECD Economic Survey: United States 2010
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Germany
Hitting the debt brake

Wolfgang Schäuble

Federal Minister of Finance

France
On the move

Christine Lagarde

Minister for Economics, Finance 

and Industry
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The budget defi cit for the OECD area as a whole probably 

peaked at around 7.5% of GDP in 2010. That’s the 

equivalent of some US$3.3 trillion. A decrease to around 

6.1% of GDP is expected in 2011, which will still be high by 

historical standards. But while the need to restore public 

fi nances is a global challenge, the state of government 

balance sheets varies widely. Economic starting points, 

causes of defi cits and budgetary strategies also vary. Some 

countries have started down the road of austerity, others 

are maintaining stimulus and plan to rein in their defi cits 

from 2011. 

e asked fi nance ministers from a broad 

selection of countries facing diff erent fi scal challenges–France, 

Germany, Indonesia, Ireland, Korea, Mexico, New Zealand 

and South Africa–to answer this question:

“What actions is your 

government taking to 

bolster public fi nances, 

while upholding growth 

and services?”

Roundtable
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RESTORING PUBLIC FINANCES

Ireland
Addressing market 
turbulences

Brian Lenihan 

Minister of Finance 

France  -7.4

Germany  -4.0

Ireland  -32.3

Korea 1.6

Mexico* -2.8

New Zealand  -5.3

Indonesia  -1.4

South Africa -5.0

Indonesia and South Africa may not be comparable across countries

*central government and public enterprises

General government fiscal balance
% of GDP, 2010
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Mexico
Strength through diversity  

and efficiency

Ernesto Cordero Arroyo 

Secretary of Finance and Public Credit

Korea
Striking a balance

Yoon Jeung-Hyun 

Minister of Strategy and Finance
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Indonesia
Targeting carefully and 

constructively

Agus Martowardojo 

Minister of Finance

depkeu id

New Zealand
Reasons for optimism

John Whitehead 

Secretary to the Treasury

RESTORING PUBLIC FINANCES
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South Africa
Minding future generations

Pravin Gordhan

Minister of Finance

Your key to the OECD
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The key policy question is then how to deliver 

consolidation without undermining longer-term growth

Tackling the budget problem
Pier Carlo Padoan

OECD Chief Economist 

and Deputy Secretary-

General

RESTORING PUBLIC FINANCES
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Recommended links and references

OECD work on monetary and financial issues: www.oecd.org/eco/money 

OECD work on public finance: www.oecd.org/eco/public_finance 

The OECD Economic Outlook: www.oecd.org/eco/economic_outlook 

International efforts to co-ordinate policies, via the G20, 

for instance, and the OECD, can only reinforce confidence 

and further help this process

What about global 
imbalances?
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The fiscal imperative

Jean-Claude Trichet President, European Central Bank 
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Recommended links 

European Central Bank: www.ecb.int

It is no longer possible to trust the basic models that 

economists use to measure the impact of stimulus 

spending–or deficits for that matter–on economic growth

Green tax potential

Source: OECD (2010), Taxation, Innovation and the Environment
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Aiming for the medium term
Stanley Fischer 

Governor of the  

Bank of Israel
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Israel 2000-2009: Current and primary  
current public expenditure

Source: Central Bank of Israel
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Recommended links and references

www.oecd.org/israel

Central Bank of Israel: www.bankisrael.gov.il

Until the details are decided, the attainability of the broad 

targets is in question. Also, clarity about specific measures 

reduces uncertainty

Recommended links and references

OECD (2010), OECD Economic Outlook 88, June 2010, see 

www.oecd.org/oecdEconomicOutlook, with a link to country summaries.

OECD Factblog (2010), “Business returns”: 

http://blog.oecdfactblog.org/?p=327

Business investment is picking up
% of GDP, Q1 2009 = 100

Source: OECD Economic Outlook 88 database 
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Government budgets: Save or spend?
Dae Whan Chang, Executive Chairman, World Knowledge Forum, and Publisher, Maeil Business Newspaper & TV

Governments must create conditions which will make their 

bonds attractive to potential investors - Niall Ferguson

RESTORING PUBLIC FINANCES
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* The World Knowledge Forum www.wkforum.org is hosted each year by Maeil 

Business Newspaper & TV, the largest business media Group in Korea. www.mk.co.kr

Economists need to go back to “simple Keynesian analysis” 

- Paul Krugman

Budget treatment Mark Pearson, Head, OECD Health Division

Source: OECD Health Data 2009
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Trimming pensions

Recommended links and references

OECD work on pensions: www.oecd.org/els/social/pensions 

In 2050 Japan will have just 1.2 people of working age for 

every one of pension age

Source: OECD Pensions at a Glance, forthcoming
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Boosting jobs and skills 
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Recommended links

For more on OECD work on boosting jobs and skills, see: http://bit.ly/dde7eY

To learn more about OECD work on PISA see: www.oecd.org/pisa

OECD studies on helping young people find work www.oecd.org/employment/youth 

Teaching children to think outside the box and 

collaborate with others, even beyond national borders, 

will be needed as much as speaking a foreign language 

or using a computer

Any collar you want

*Fankhauser, Samuel, Friedel Sehlleier, and Nicholas Stern (2008), “Climate 

change, innovation and jobs”, in Climate Policy No 8, available at  

www.climatepolicy.com

Originally published in OECD Observer No 274, Oct 2009
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Working for the recovery

–

You actually come out of a crisis with a higher underlying 

rate of unemployment and that’s a big risk for countries 

like the US, Ireland, Spain and Iceland right now

John Martin Director, OECD 

Directorate for Employment, 

Labour and Social Affairs
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BOOSTING JOBS AND SKILLS

Recommended links

OECD (2010), Employment Outlook 2010, 

see www.oecd.org/els/employment/outlook

OECD Insights (2010), “Jobs–a continuing crisis”, 

http://oecdinsights.org/2010/07/16/jobs-%E2%80%93-a-continuing-crisis

OECD Education Policy Forum: Investing in Skills for the 21st Century, 4-5 November 

2010, www.oecd.org/education/ministerial/forum
Source: OECD, Labour Market Statistics database

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/data-00320-en
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Recommended links

OECD (2010), Employment Outlook, Paris, 

see www.oecd.org/employment/outlook

For more on this issue, please contact Alexander Hijzen  

in the OECD Directorate for Employment, Labour and Social Affairs.

Originally published in OECD Observer No 281, Oct 2010.

No small achievement: Labour 

Minister Ursula von der Leyen 

points to Germany’s relatively low 

unemployment 

Keeping Germany at work 

©
 T

ho
m

as
 P

et
er

/R
eu

te
rs



42 

The case for 21st century learning 
Andreas Schleicher  

OECD Education 

Directorate

We are seeing a shift from a world of stocks, where knowledge 

is stored up, to a world of flows, where knowledge is energised 

and enriched

©
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BOOSTING JOBS AND SKILLS
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Recommended links

Watch “The high cost of low educational performance”, talk by Andreas Schleicher at 

a Lisbon Council meeting, January 2010: www.youtube.com/watch?v=LsthK7oWpi0

OECD work on education, see: www.oecd.org/education

Schools have to prepare students for jobs that have not yet 

been created, technologies that have not yet been invented and 

problems that we don’t yet know will arise
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Recommended links

For more on OECD PISA: www.pisa.oecd.org

See www.oecd.org/education

    Change in 

    reading score

 Reading Mathematics Science 2000-2009

Korea 539 546 538 15

Finland 536 541 554 -11

Canada 524 527 529 -10

New Zealand 521 519 532 -8

Japan 520 529 539 -2

Australia 515 514 527 -13

Netherlands 508 526 522 -

Belgium 506 515 507 -1

Norway 503 498 500 -2

Estonia 501 512 528 -

Switzerland 501 534 517 6

Poland 500 495 508 21

Iceland 500 507 496 -7

United States 500 487 502 -5

Sweden 497 494 495 -19

Germany 497 513 520 13

Ireland 496 487 508 -31

France 496 497 498 -9

Denmark 495 503 499 -2

United Kingdom 494 492 514 -

Hungary 494 490 503 14

Portugal 489 487 493 19

Italy 486 483 489 -1

Slovenia 483 501 512 -

Greece 483 466 470 9

Spain 481 483 488 -12

Czech Republic 478 493 500 -13

Slovak Republic 477 497 490 -

Israel 474 447 455 22

Luxembourg 472 489 484 -

Austria 470 496 494 -

Turkey 464 445 454 -

Chile 449 421 447 40

Mexico 425 419 416 3

Source: OECD PISA 2009

Student performance in OECD countries
Results of the OECD PISA 2009 survey

Top of the class
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Decent work is not a slogan
Sharan Burrow  

General Secretary, 

International  

Trade Union 

Confederation (ITUC)

Sustainable economic growth requires consumer 

spending to be financed by employment income rather 

than consumer credit
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Recommended links and references

International Trade Union Confederation: www.ituc-csi.org

See also “Beating the jobs crisis” by Richard Trumka, president, AFL-CIO, in OECD 

Observer No 279, May 2010.

More on trade union work with the OECD at www.tuac.org

Mancession?

This article is updated from OECD Observer No 278, 

March 2010.

Gender and unemployment
Ratio between number of jobless males and females, changes between  
2007 Q3 and 2010 Q3
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Out of work: A portrait

Originally published in OECD Observer No 274, Oct 2009.
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Looking after the future

Recommended links and references

See www.oecd.org/employment/youth

Countries cannot afford to waste their most valuable 

resources by allowing them to remain idle
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The voice of 
labour at the 
OECD

www.tuac.org

BOOSTING JOBS AND SKILLS



BETTER POLICIES FOR BETTER LIVES

OECD Insights: Understanding the issues

http://oecdinsights.org

Today’s key social and economic issues

Explained for the non-specialist reader

Backed by the OECD’s unique analysis and data.

 

Find out more at www.oecd.org/insights 

Join the debate at the OECD Insights blog http://oecdinsights.org/

OECD INSIGHTS

P A T R I C K  L O V E

FISHERIES
While Stocks Last?

OECD INSIGHTS

B R I A N  K E E L E Y       P A T R I C K  L O V E

The Causes, Course and Consequences 
of the Great Recession

FROM CRISIS 
TO RECOVERY
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Strengthening governance, restoring trust

Recommended links and references

For more on OECD’s work on the crisis, see: “From crisis to recovery”: 

www.oecd.org/crisisresponse
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A new era of global co-operation
Gabriela Ramos,  

OECD Chief of Staff  

and G20 Sherpa 

The G20 has proven its worth by steering the world through the 

storm. It must now show it can set in motion a new governance 

for the post-crisis world
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Members of the G20 wave during the family photo session at the G20 summit in Seoul,  

12 November 2010. OECD Secretary-General Gurría is in the third row, second from the right.
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Fixing finance: Few easy answers 
William R. White

Chair of the OECD 

Economic and 

Development Review 

Committee

There has been a marked reluctance to date to tackle the 

“too big to fail” problem 

©
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Recommended links and references

White, William (2010), “Is fi nancial stability enough?” in OECD Observer No 276-277, 

www.oecdobserver.org/news/fullstory.php/aid/3137/ 

Blundell-Wignall, Adrian et al (2009), “The elephant in the room: the need to deal 

with what banks do”, in OECD Financial Market Trends, see: 

http://oecd.org/dataoecd/13/8/44357464.pdf 

OECD work on fi nancial markets: www.oecd.org/fi nance 

Order this now!
www.oecd.org/bookshop?9789264088672
 
The fi nancial crisis had a 
devastating impact 
on bank profi ts.  This 
report highlights the 
market context for 
bank losses and their 
tax treatment in 17 
OECD countries

867-2 
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Financial reform: A start, but only a start
Amy Domini

Founder and CEO 

of Domini Social 

Investments
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Recommended links and references

Partnow, Frank (2010), “Do CDOs have social value”, in The New York Times, 

April 27, 2010.

The Roosevelt Institute (2009), “Make Markets be Markets”; available at 

www.makemarketsbemarkets.org/report/MakeMarketsBeMarkets.pdf

See Investor Network on Climate Risk, a Ceres project site: 

www.ceres.org/Page.aspx?pid=1281&frcrld=1 

Bank for International Settlements (2009), “Strengthening the resilience of the banking 

sector–a consultative document,” available at www.bis.org/publ/bcbs164.htm

Loser, Claudio M. (2009), “Emerging Market Economies: Major contagion and a 

shocking loss of wealth?”, Asian Development Bank, available at www.adb.org/

Documents/Books/Global-Financial-Turmoil/Major-Contagion-shocking-loss-wealth.pdf 

Domini Social Investments: www.domini.com

When governments eventually attempted to impose 

regulation, they found virulent opposition from the 

institutions they had rescued
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Staff meeting in offices of moribund Lehman Brothers, 

Canary Wharf, London, 11 September, 2008

STRENGTHENING GOVERNANCE, RESTORING TRUST
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Tax evasion: Ready when the call came 
Jeffrey Owens, 

Director, OECD Centre 

for Tax Policy 

and Administration
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Recommended links and references

For more on the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax 

Purposes, see www.oecd.org/tax/transparency

OECD (2010), “Improving Access to Bank Information for Tax Purposes”, see 

www.oecd.org/dataoecd/3/7/2497487.pdf

OECD (2010), “Framework for a Voluntary Code of Conduct for Revenue Bodies and 

Banks”, available at www.oecd.org/dataoecd/10/9/45989171.pdf

OECD (2010), “Understanding and Influencing Taxpayers’ Compliance Behaviour”, 

available at www.oecd.org/dataoecd/58/38/46274793.pdf

Owens, Jeffrey and Michael Ash (2010), “Taxes for innovation”, OECD Observer 

No 279, May 2010

The G20 summit in April 2009 can be seen as a decisive 

moment on the OECD’s long journey towards better co-operation 

between tax authorities to counter offshore non-compliance

Tax windfall
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US President Barack Obama greets OECD Secretary-General Angel 

Gurría at the Pittsburgh G20 summit in September 2009.

STRENGTHENING GOVERNANCE, RESTORING TRUST
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A new push on corruption
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Some people find ways around corruption, and some 

people even find ways to profit from it. The poor don’t.

State and narrow
Public procurement, % of GDP, 2006

StatLink: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/724227300453

Source: OECD Government at a Glance 2009
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Richard Boucher, OECD Deputy Secretary-General
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Recommended links and references

For more on OECD work on bribery and corruption see: www.oecd.org/corruption 

and on corporate governance: www.oecd.org/corporate

OECD (2010), “OECD Working Group on Bribery: 2009 Annual Report”, 

available at www.oecd.org/dataoecd/23/20/45460981.pdf 

OECD (2009), OECD Bribery Awareness Handbook for Tax Examiners 

2009, Paris. 

Alter, Rolf (2010), “Clearer lobbying for cleaner policymaking”, OECD Observer 

May 2010.

The Anti-Bribery Convention
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South Africa’s fight against bribery 
Masenyani Richard Baloyi

Minister for Public Service 

and Administration
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South Africa has made giant strides in the fight against 

bribery and corruption. But we know we can–and will– 

do more.

STRENGTHENING GOVERNANCE, RESTORING TRUST
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Recommended links and references

OECD (2010), South Africa: Phase 2 (second-round evaluation of South Africa by 

the Working Group on Bribery), available at 

www.oecd.org/dataoecd/8/39/45670609.pdf 

For more on the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention, see www.oecd.org/corruption

A new global governance? 

Éditions Autrement (2010), Pour une gouvernance mondiale, interviews 

with Christine Lagarde, Angel Gurría, Pascal Lamy, François Bourguignon 

and Michel Camdessus, conducted by Jean-Marc Vittori.
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Reform needs transparency 
Huguette Labelle 

Chair, Transparency 

International
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Despite much talk of cracking down on offshore financial 

centres and tax havens, it is still possible for individuals 

and companies to open secret accounts

STRENGTHENING GOVERNANCE, RESTORING TRUST
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Recommended links and references

Transparency International (2009), “Anti-Corruption Assessment of the Global Crisis”, 

www.transparency.org/content/download/46913/751707

Transparency International (2010), “Progress Report 2010: Enforcement of the OECD 

Anti-Bribery Convention”, www.transparency.org/content/download/53670/856410/

file/2010+PROGRESS+REPORT.pdf

Labelle, Huguette (2009), “A transparent roadmap to recovery”, in OECD Observer 

No 273, June 2009; see www.oecdobserver.org/corruption

Transparency International: www.transparency.org

For more, see OECD work on corruption: www.oecd.org/corruption and financial 

markets: www.oecd.org/finance

Corruption perceptions
10 = very clean, 0 = highly corrupt

Source: Transparency International, 2010
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Making multinationals more 
responsible 
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Global business: To protect, respect and remedy

Recommended links and references

This is an edited transcript of Mr Ruggie’s interview; for a longer version go to 

www.youtube.com/oecden

For more on the OECD MNE Guidelines, see www.oecd.org/daf/investment/guidelines

John Ruggie

UN Secretary-General’s 

Special Representative 

for Business and 

Human Rights
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Fighting tax bribes
Learn the tools and techniques for detecting and 
identifying bribes of foreign public offi cials and bribes 
to local public offi cials too. Invaluable for training 
programmes. A checklist for tax examiners in the fi ght 
against bribery.

Order or browse now www.oecd.org/bookshop

OECD Bribery Awareness  

Handbook for Tax Examiners
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Tapping new sources of growth 
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Recommended links and references

For more on OECD work on innovation and growth, see: 

www.oecd.org/ innovation/strategy

Read about “Going for growth and economic policy reforms”: 

www.oecd.org/economics/goingforgrowth

See more on the OECD programme on the future: www.oecd.org/futures

Wanted: Women scientists

This article was updated from OECD Observer No. 257, October 2006.
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New, greener 
sources of growth?

Giuseppe Nicoletti, Head of the 

Structural Policies Analysis Division, 

OECD Economics Department

The global economy has grown spectacularly over the past 50 

years, despite several crises. Average living standards have 

improved worldwide. The ways we produce and consume 

have been transformed radically, and more people than ever 

have access to the basic necessities of life. But if progress is 

to continue to improve people’s lives, several challenges have 

to be met. We cannot neglect the environmental impacts of 

wealthier lifestyles. Millions of people are still living in poverty, 

without enough to eat and without decent housing, healthcare 

or education. Climate change also compels us to fi nd new 

sources of growth and cleaner ways of managing existing ones.

We asked a number of OECD experts from diff erent 

policy backgrounds–economics, science and technology, 

development, agriculture and energy–to answer this question:

What issues and new 

means to address them 

are the most important 

for continued growth?

Roundtable: What new growth needs

©
 O
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D

The quality of growth is at 

least as important as how 

fast we grow. The objective 

should be to consider in 

our growth strategies how 

to better incorporate things 

like natural capital, the value 

of ecosystem services or 

the costs of environmental 

damage.
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TAPPING NEW SOURCES OF GROWTH

Human ingenuity 
and the 
entrepreneurial 
spirit

Andy Wyckoff, Director, OECD Science, 

Technology and Industry Directorate

Data from the US shows that 

firms less than five years 

old accounted for nearly all 

increased employment in the 

private business sector over 

the last 25 years
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Feeding 9 billion 
people in 2050 

Carmel Cahill, Senior Counsellor, OECD 

Trade and Agriculture Directorate

Adapting to a 
new economic 
landscape–a 
window of 
opportunity for the 
developing world? 

Mario Pezzini, Director, OECD 

Development Centre

By 2030, according to OECD 

Development Centre calcula-

tions, developing countries 

will account for nearly 60% 

of world GDP
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Changes in policies and 

practices can encourage a 

shift towards sustainable 

means to produce and 

distribute enough food 

to satisfy the expanding 

demand without destroying 

the planet’s resources
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Will peak oil be 
a guest or the 
spectre at the 
feast?

Fatih Birol, Chief Economist,  

International Energy Agency 

If governments act more 

vigorously than currently 

planned to encourage more 

efficient use of oil and the 

development of alternatives, 

then the growth in oil 

demand might begin to slow 

down soon

TAPPING NEW SOURCES OF GROWTH
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City growth
John Mogk, Wayne State University Law School
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Recommended links and references

Mogk, John E. (2010), “Promoting urban agriculture as an alternative land use for 

vacant properties in the city of Detroit”, Wayne State University Law School, Detroit, 

Michigan, US. 

See www.law.wayne.edu/pdf/urban_agriculture_policy_paper_mogk.pdf

Growing Michigan’s Future: Urban Agriculture Summit, organised by the Engineering 

Society of Detroit and the American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers. 

See ww2.esd.org/EVENTS/2010/2010-10-UrbanFarm.htm

OECD (2009), Farmland conversion: The spatial dimension of agricultural and 

land-use policies, OECD, Paris, see www.oecd.org/dataoecd/34/30/44111720.pdf

This article originally appeared in the OECD Insights blog, 13 September 2010, see 

http://oecdinsights.org/2010/09/13/urban-agriculture-good-food-good-money-good-

idea

Roughly every $1 invested in a community garden yields 

$6 worth of fruits and vegetables

TAPPING NEW SOURCES OF GROWTH
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New growth doesn’t have to cost the earth

Recommended links and references

WWF (2010), 2010 Living Planet Report, Gland, Switzerland.

Visit the WWF website at: http://wwf.panda.org

James P. Leape 

Director-General, 

WWF International

If governments redirected just a third of global fi shery 

subsidies to rebuilding and eff ectively managing the 

world’s fi sheries, it would yield an increase in production 

of $34 billion annually

Order this now!
The fi rst comprehensive international assessment 

of students’ knowledge about the environment and 

related issues. Part of the OECD’s PISA assessment 

of the competencies of 15-year-olds in reading, maths 

and science. 

See www.oecd.org/pisa. 

Order the book at 

www.oecd.org/bookshop

Green at Fifteen?

HOW 15-YEAR-OLDS PERFORM  

IN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE  

AND GEOSCIENCE IN PISA 2006
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We must rid our economies of carbon by waging a 

genuine “green revolution”

Fostering an ecosystem of innovation
Charles Beigbeder 

Chairman of Gravitation, 

Founder and  

Non-Executive  

Chairman of Poweo
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Recommended links 

See www.gravitationgroup.com and www.poweo.com

Read about OECD work on green technology: www.oecd.org/sti/ict/green-ict 

Oftentimes it is deregulation or re-regulation that allows 

new entrants to appear on the scene, as in energy

Innovative lessons 

Extract from Innovation: “Sensible strategies for sustainable recoveries”,  

by Andrew Wyckoff and Dirk Pilat in OECD Observer No 279 May 2010
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For new growth, watch this space

Recommended links and references

OECD work on space: www.oecd.org/futures/space 

OECD (2010), The Space Economy at a Glance (forthcoming), OECD, Paris.

Jolly, Claire (2008), “Space to grow”, in OECD Observer No 268, June. 

Claire Jolly, OECD International Futures Programme

The $30 billion market for global mobile location 

technologies could almost double by 2013

Source: OECD (2011), The Space Economy at a Glance 2011 (forthcoming)

Employment in the space industry  
Full-time equivalents, 2009 
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How happy are you?

Recommended links and references

Measuring the progress of societies www.oecd.org/progress 

Kate Scrivens, OECD Global Project on Measuring the Progress of Societies

 If people say they are happy despite living in  

poverty, should this mean their situation is no longer  

a policy concern?  

Source: OECD Society at a Glance 2009, Gallup World Poll 2006
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www.afd.fr

AFD stands for the Agence Française de Développement. AFD 
is a public development finance institution that has worked 
to fight poverty and support economic growth in developing 
countries and the French Overseas Communities for almost 
70 years. AFD executes the French government’s development 
aid policies. 
Through offices in more than fifty countries and nine French Overseas 
Communities, AFD provides financing and support for projects that im-
prove people’s living conditions, promote economic growth and protect 
the planet: schooling , maternal healthcare, help for farmers and small busi-
ness, water supply, preservation of tropical forests, and fighting climate 
change, among other concerns.

In 2009, AFD committed more than euros 6.2 billion to financing aid ac-
tivities in developing and emerging countries and the French Overseas 
Communities. The funds will help vaccinate 1.8 million children, improve 
drinking water access for 7.3 million people and support 900,000 private 
sector jobs, while energy efficiency projects save nearly 5 million tons of 
carbon dioxide emissions per year. 

open
to the world
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Growth and development–for whom?

This article adapted from OECDinsights.org, 22 November 2010.

For OECD work on poverty reduction, see www.oecd.org/dac/poverty

Measuring the progress of societies: www.wikiprogress.org/index.php/Global_Project

See www.oecd.org/development

Stephen Groff,  

Deputy Director, 

Development  

Co-operation 

Directorate
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Africa: A source of 21st century growth?
David Batt, Africa Partnership Forum, and H-B. Solignac Lecomte, OECD Development Centre
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Recommended links and references

See www.oecd.org/development

African Partnership Forum: www.africapartnershipforum.org/

OECD Development Centre: www.oecd.org/dev

For more on development aid, see the new Development Co-operation Directorate/

DAC site: www.oecd.org/dac

Sahel and West Africa Club: www.oecd.org/swac
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The development aid story

Development aid rose in dollars, but fell as 
% of gross national income 

ODA, US$ billion at 2008 prices and exhanges rates (left scale) 

ODA/GNI, % (right scale) 

:  DAC is the Development Assistance Committee, whose 26 members are all 
OECD members. Total DAC excludes debt forgiveness of non-ODA claims in 1990,  
1991 and 1992. Preliminary estimates for 2009. 

ADVANCING GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT



The Italian Trade Comission – ICE is the Government Agency entrusted with promo-
ting trade, business opportunities and industrial cooperation between Italian and foreign 
companies.
Headquartered in Rome, Italy, the Italian Trade Comission – ICE operates through  117 
branch offices in 87 countries and helps Italian and foreign companies to connect and 
develop business opportunities. Through the activity of the Investment Division, ICE pro-
motes Italy as a location for foreign investments, highlighting opportunities; fostering par-
tnerships between Italian and foreign companies, and providing prospect investors with 
information and advise. ICE is a member of the World Association of Investment Promoting 
Agencies – WAIPA and operates in collaboration with Italian Regional Governments, 
Trade Associations, Consortia, and with National Agency for Investment Attraction 
– INVITALIA.

At the heart of the Mediterranean Sea, Italy is the gateway to 436 million consumers 
across the European Union, plus 240 million in Northern Africa and the Middle East.

With 1 million km of roads, 16,300 km of rail network and a state of the art system of 
international ports, logistics platforms and interports, Italy ranks second among the most 
important countries in Europe for Maritime freight, and second also for passenger trans-
port: 263 ports distributed along 7,400 km of coastline, 80 million passengers per year, 
port traffic of 550 thousand ships.

Italy offers an environment conducive to Innovation thanks to extensive network of high-
quality universities, public and private institutions, and science and technological 
parks ensuring strong integration of research within industrial processes.
Italy has a long and acclaimed tradition of excellence in many fields, including medicine, 
biomedical technology, instrumental and precision engineering, robotics, micro-elec-
tronics, ICT, aerospace, newmaterials and nanotechnology.

Following reform of Italian corporate law in 2003, the legal framework for companies is 
now one of the most modern and dynamic in Europe. In the past years, a broad reform of 
the Italian corporate tax system reduced corporate income tax rate to 27,5%.

Companies investing in Italy can rely on an average of 300,000 graduates per year and benefit from  
sector-specific technical and managerial skills and patents/know how (55%), as well as 
the capacity to set trends in different industries, such as fashion and design (53%).

Italy ranks sixth among the world(s top countries brand in the Country Brand Index 2009, 
the international  survey of the image of more than 40 countries in the world. Experts 
say : “Italy markets the very best of itself well : the cradle of gourmet cuisine and art, the 
romance of Venice, the history of Rome, the art and culture of Florence, the exclusivity of 
the south and even the beauty of its people.”

 Renewable energy, Logistics, Life science, ICT

Paris Office
Investment Desk
parigi@ice.it

Rome Headquarter
Area Collaborazione Industriale
cooperazione@ice.it

Trade Promotion Section  
of the Italian Embassy

Business brief

www.italtrade.com



As a community service, ONDRAF/NIRAS mana-
ges all radioactive waste, now and in the future, by 
developing and implementing solutions with res-
pect for society and the environment.

 With that aim in mind, ONDRAF/NIRAS has  »

developed a waste management system that 
offers integral solutions based on equilibrium 
between technical, economic and social aspects, 
to avoid passing on excessive charges to future 
generations.

 Consequently, ONDRAF/NIRAS protects society  »

and the environment against all possible har-
mful effects of radioactive substances arising 
from nuclear and non-nuclear activities.

 Since ONDRAF/NIRAS’ mission covers a very  »

large period of time, the agency takes this into 
consideration while accomplishing its mission 
and also pays attention to the evolving social, 
technical and economic context.

 To this end, ONDRAF/NIRAS works in a trans- »

parent and sound manner, with an open mind 
and in interaction with society.

ONDRAF/NIRAS observes the precaution princi-
ple while accomplishing its missions and develops 
sustainable solutions for the radioactive waste.

For the long-term management of radioactive 
waste ONDRAF/NIRAS manages two disposal 

programmes: one devoted to category A waste 
(short-lived low-level and medium-level waste), the 
other devoted to category B and C waste (high-level 
and/or long-lived waste).

 With the federal decision of 23 June 2006, the  »

category A programme entered the project phase. 
The integrated project is developed as a whole, 
in close collaboration with the partnerships 
STORA (Dessel) and MONA (Mol), in such a way 
as to create a win-win situation for all stakehol-
ders. Repository operation is scheduled to start 
in 2016.

 ONDRAF/NIRAS set up its so-called “Waste  »

Plan” in 2009-2010, that is, a strategy-oriented 
package of initiatives related to the long-term 
management of category B and C waste and invol-
ving a societal dialogue. The accompanying envi-
ronmental impact report is set up in compliance 
with the Belgian law of 13 February 2006 that 
transposes European directives 2001/42/CE and 
2003/35/CE. It analyses alternatives to geological 
disposal, including their environmental impact. 
The Waste Plan should lend societal and political 
legitimacy to the B&C programme, enabling the 
Federal Government to take a decision-in-prin-
ciple regarding the B&C solution to develop fur-
ther, the decision-making process to follow, and 
the way to get the necessary societal support for 
implementing that solution.

Business brief

Avenue des Arts 14 - 1210 Brussels - Belgium - Tel.: +32 (0)2 212 10 11 - Fax: +32 (0)2 218 51 65
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Foresight at 50: Looking back at looking forward

“ Time present and time past

 Are both perhaps present in time future,

 And time future contained in time past”

 T.S. Eliot

Barrie Stevens, OECD International Futures Programme
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OECD AT 50

Strategic foresight is key to governments’ ability to 

anticipate events

Oil-la-la! A man stares at empty petrol pump in France during the 1970s oil crisis, which 

had a defining effect on strategic policy planning.

Webman: Tim Berners-Lee, widely accredited as the “inventor” of the World Wide Web, 

demonstrates the web at the Hypertext ’91 conference in San Antonio, Texas. His paper 

was rejected. His boss at CERN in Geneva, Mike Sendall, had described Berners-Lee’s 

idea in 1989 as “vague but exciting”. Connecting offices at first, the web software was 

eventually put out on the public domain in 1993. The rest is history. 

Gillies, James (2000), “Whence the web”, in OECD Observer No 224, January 2001,  

see www.oecdobserver.org
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Facing the future: A robot mimicking the facial expressions of a human at the Taipei 

International Robot Show, Chinese Taipei, 19 October 2010. The life-sized head was 

designed to show basic emotions

Sail of the century: Innovation is also about  redeploying old technologies in improved 

ways. Sails are a case in point, as shown in this new cargo ship, run by German firm, 

SkySails GmbH & Co. KG. See “Sailing into the future” on www.oecdobserver.org (Issue 

No 279 May 2010) and visit www.skysails.com

Recommended links

Visit www.oecd.org/futures
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50 years of reconciling the economy, nature and society

Ron Gass* 
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*Ron Gass joined the organisation in 1958. He originally worked in scientific affairs 

and became director of Social Affairs, Manpower and Education in 1974, where 

he pioneered work on lifelong learning and innovation. Ron Gass retired from the 

organisation in 1988, and currently consults for various organisations.

Recommended links and references

Henderson, David (1986), Innocence and Design: The Influence of Economic 

Ideas on Policy, Blackwell. 

King, Alexander (2006), Let the Cat Turn Around, CPTM, London. 

OECD (1964), The Residual Factor and Economic Growth, Paris.

Freeman, Christopher (1988), Technical Change and Economic Theory, Columbia 

University Press, New York; an attempt to challenge classical economic theory, with 

contributions from OECD experts.

Mitchell, Sandra (2009), Unsimple Truths: Science, Complexity and Policy, 

University of Chicago Press.

OECD AT 50
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A majestic start: How the OECD was won

The main purpose of the OECD would be to co-ordinate 

the provision of aid to underdeveloped countries, and offer 

consultation on economic and trade policy beyond Europe

The Hotel Majestic, where the agreements to create the OECD were forged. Located near the Arc de Triomphe, on Avenue Kléber, a few kilometres across town from the OEEC 

(and now OECD headquarters) at La Muette, the Hotel Majestic had already been the venue of many historic events, including during the First and Second World Wars, and from 

May 1968 was the venue of much delayed peace talks between North Vietnam and the US on the Vietnam war, culminating in an agreement signed at the hotel on 27 January 

1973. The hotel later became an international conference centre (our photo) when it again welcomed the OECD, this time to host the annual OECD Forum from 2003 to 2006. 

The magnificent building is currently being renovated as a hotel, this time under The Peninsula banner, due to open in 2013.
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Departments operated as fiefdoms as the OEEC had 

been reduced to sorting out Europe’s trade squabbles

OECD AT 50
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Recommended links and references

Griffiths, Richard (1997), Explorations in OEEC History, OECD, Paris. 

“Anchor man”, interview with Anker Randsholt, in OECD Observer No 235, 

December 2002, 40th anniversary edition, see www.oecdobserver.org or  

www.oecdobserver.org/news/fullstory.php/aid/855/

Statement by John F. Kennedy, on the ratification of the OECD Convention,  

23 March 1961; see page 100

It is again changing with new realities, by taking on more 

members, stepping up its relations with emerging markets, 

and heightening its role and responsibilities in the G20
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D

OECD headquarters today: Chateau de la Muette and the Conference Centre



100 

John F. Kennedy’s vision

Recommended links and references

This speech is available online at: http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=8546, 

thanks to John T. Woolley and Gerhard Peters, The American Presidency  

Project [online]. 

Kennedy’s 1961 State of the Union message to Congress:  

www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=8045

The text of the OECD Convention was published in the US Department of State 

Bulletin vol. 44, p.11: www.archive.org/stream/departmentofstat441961unit#page/ 

10/mode/2up
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US President Kennedy with 

Thorkil Kristensen, the OECD’s 

first secretary-general in 1961



"BETTER POLICIES FOR BETTER LIVES" 

OECD 50th Anniversary Forum
Paris, 24-25 May 2011

More information on our Website: www.oecdforum.org

To apply for an invitation to the OECD Forum 2011: oecd.forum@oecd.org

Alongside the OECD Ministerial meeting chaired by the United States, 

the OECD 50th Anniversary Forum is your chance to take part in the debate  

on international policy issues.

Take this opportunity together with stakeholders from all parts of society  
to work with us and sharpen our contribution to a resilient and balanced 

world economy.

Green Growth

Jobs
Talent

Skills

Innovation
Development

TrustInvestment

Happiness

Gender
Governance



REPUBLIC OF TURKEY PRIME MINISTRY
INVESTMENT SUPPORT AND

PROMOTION AGENCY

YOUR ONE-STOP-SHOP
IN TURKEY
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104 Australia

106 Austria

108 Belgium

110 Brazil

112 Canada

114 Chile

116 China

118 Czech Republic

120 Denmark

122 Estonia

124 Finland

126 France

128 Germany

130 Greece

132 Hungary

134 Iceland

136 India

138 Indonesia

140 Ireland

142 Israel

144 Italy

146 Japan

148 Korea

150 Luxembourg

152 Mexico

154 Netherlands

156 New Zealand

158 Norway

160 Poland

162 Portugal

164 Russian Federation

166 Slovak Republic

168 Slovenia

170 South Africa

172 Spain

174 Sweden

176 Switzerland

178 Turkey

180 United Kingdom

182 United States

Country snapshots
OECD and partner countries
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COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS

Australia

Snapshots

•  GDP in Australia rose by 463% between 1960 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 19.2% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 5.6%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 1.4%.

•  Women made up 45.6% of the labour force, up 62% since 
1964, and slightly above the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 11.7%, was below the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 23.3% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 5.3% of Australia’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 0.3% of GNI.

Other highlights

The Australian economy, fuelled by the mining boom, should 
grow robustly in 2011 and 2012 at a rate of between 3.5 and 4%. 
Strong growth, driven by gains in terms of trade and dynamic 
investment, will reduce unemployment. But further monetary 
tightening may be needed for a non-inflationary recovery and 
the fiscal consolidation plan must be pursued. – OECD Economic 
Outlook 2010

Australia is one of only two OECD countries that levy no social 
security contributions at all on employees. – OECD Taxing Wages 
2009

In education, Australia was ranked 6th overall in the PISA 2009 
survey, the same as in 2006. – OECD PISA 2009 at a Glance

Australia has introduced a new requirement whereby unemployed 
early school-leavers aged under 21 must undertake education 
and/or paid employment or voluntary experience to qualify for 
unemployment benefits.  – OECD Employment Outlook 2010 

Australia is one of two OECD countries where the share of private 
pensions in total expenditures on old-age benefits exceeds 50%. 
The average share of private pensions in the total is a little over 
20%.  

More than 70% of young adults enter tertiary programmes.  
– OECD Factbook 2010

There has been remarkable progress in reducing tobacco 
consumption, cutting by half the percentage of adults who smoke 
daily (from 35.4% in 1983 to 16.6% in 2007), which is one of the 
lowest in OECD countries, behind only Sweden and the US. 
– OECD Health Data 2010: Australia

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 869.7 122.6 1960-2009: +463%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) 1.2 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 39172 11937 1960-2009: +172%

Population  (thousands) 21244 10275 1960-2009: +107%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -4.0 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 19.2 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 26.9 30.6 2000-2008: -12%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 72.0 58.0 1966-2009: +24%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 5.6 1.4 1960-2009: +294%

Women as % of labour force  45.6 28.1 1964-2009: +62%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 12.4 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 81.5 70.9 1960-2008: +15%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 8.5 3.8 1963-2007: +124%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 11.7 15.1 1990-2008: -22%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1690 1814 1978-2009: -7%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 5.2 5.2 1995-2007: 0%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 2.0 1.0 1984-2006: +96%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 23.3 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 5.3 8.8 1971-2008: -40%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 18.5 10.9 1971-2008: +69%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 24.5 14.0 1960-2008: +76%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.3 0.3 1995-2009: -15%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 25.0 23.0 1995-2007: +8%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 290 30 1990-2007: +850%

* or nearest available year



Country information

Joined the OECD: 1971

Head of Government: Prime Minister Julia Gillard

Ambassador to the OECD: Christopher Langman

Delegation website: www.dfat.gov.au/missions/countries/froe.html

Government: Australian Labor Party

Next major election: By 30 November 2013

Parliament website: www.aph.gov.au

Main employer group: Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ACCI)

Main trade union: Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU)

Capital city: Canberra

National holiday: 26 January

In 2006, net Offi cial Development Assistance to Oceania reached 
US$1.1 billion of which US$279 million was for Papua New Guinea 
and US$205 million for the Solomon Islands. Australia was the 
biggest net ODA donor (43%) to Oceania.  – OECD Development 
Aid at a Glance 2008

In June 2010 legislation was passed to extend and amend the 
country’s mandatory renewable energy target for electricity, with 
the objective of achieving 20% of electricity from renewables by 
2020.  – IEA World Energy Outlook 2010

See www.oecd.org/australia

References

OECD (2010), Economic Surveys: Australia, Paris

OECD (2010), Market Openness in Australia, Paris

OECD (2010), Reviews of Regulatory Reform: Australia 2010, Paris

OECD (2009), Jobs for Youth: Australia 2009, Paris

OECD (2008), Eco-Innovation Policies in Australia, Paris 

OECD Reviews of Regulatory Reform: Australia 
2010: Towards a Seamless National Economy
The resilience of the Australian economy, in the face of the deepest and most widespread recession in over 
fi fty years in OECD countries, can in part be attributed to Australia’s current and past regulatory 
reforms.  This book shows that Australia has built strong governance foundations for 
the development of good regulatory management and competition policies, 
which are likely to be conducive to economic growth. It aims to reinvigorate a 
wide agenda of national reforms and to embed past reform achievements in new 
working arrangements between the Commonwealth and the states. This reform 
agenda is likely to yield substantial economic benefi ts for years to come, but demands 
joint participation and commitment from both the Commonwealth and all states. 
Maintaining the momentum for reform is a critical challenge, which requires a strategic 
vision as well as strenuous efforts to promote change and to establish a culture of 
continuous regulatory improvement. 

BETTER POLICIES FOR BETTER LIVES IN AUSTRALIA

Order this now!
Browse and order at www.oecd.org/bookshop
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Austria

Snapshots

•  GDP in Austria rose by 313% between 1960 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 72.7% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 4.8%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 2.4%.

•  Women made up 46.5% of the labour force, up 21% since 
1960, and slightly above the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 13.8%, was below the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 22.1% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 25.8% of Austria’s energy   
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 0.3% of GNI.

Other highlights

The recovery gained momentum in the second quarter of 2010, 
driven by the increase in world trade and strong economic growth 
in Germany, Austria’s largest trading partner. Capacity utilisation 
rose towards its long-term average level and investment picked 
up. Employment growth spread to the manufacturing sector, but 
most newly created jobs are still in lower-productivity services. 
– OECD Economic Outlook 2010

After several years of declining numbers, asylum seeking 
increased in 2008, and this trend accelerated in 2009.  
– OECD International Migration Outlook 2010

Austria is one of the member countries where students’ academic 
achievements are most affected by their families’socio-economic 
background. – OECD Economic Surveys: Austria 2009 

Science and engineering degrees represent 31% of all new degrees, 
well above the OECD average. – OECD Science, Technology and 
Industry Outlook 2010

Graduation rates from medical education programmes have 
consistently been above the OECD average , resulting in high and 
rising numbers of doctors. – OECD Health at a Glance 2009

In education, Austria was ranked 25th overall in the PISA 2009 
survey, down eleven places from 2006. – OECD PISA 2009 at a 
Glance

At 10.5%, Austria is among countries with the highest rates of 
total health spending as a share of GDP. – OECD Health Data 
2010: Austria

In 2008, Austria had 4.6 practising physicians per 1,000 
population, compared with an average of 3.2 in OECD countries. 
But it had 7.5 nurses per 1,000 population, compared with an 
OECD average of 9.0. – OECD Science, Technology and Industry 
Outlook 2010

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 320.9 63.7 1960-2009: +313%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -3.9 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 38368 9036 1960-2009: +248%

Population  (thousands) 8366 7048 1960-2009: +19%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -4.3 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 72.7 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 48.8 47.3 2000-2008: +3%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 71.6 68.4 1994-2009: +5%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 4.8 2.4 1960-2009: +98%

Women as % of labour force  46.5 38.4 1968-2009: +21%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 6.6 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 80.5 68.7 1960-2008: +17%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 10.5 4.3 1960-2008: +144%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 22.1 9.7 1995-2007: +127%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 13.8 14.2 1990-2008: -3%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1621 1654 1995-2009: -2%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 5.4 6.2 1995-2007: -13%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 2.7 1.1 1981-2009: +148%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 22.1 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 25.8 10.9 1971-2008: +137%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 8.3 6.5 1971-2008: +28%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 56.5 28.3 1970-2008: +100%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.3 0.3 1995-2009: +12%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 14.2 11.2 1998-2007: +26%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 156 5 1990-2007: +3187%

* or nearest available year

COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS



Country information

Joined the OECD: 1961

Head of Government: Federal Chancellor Werner Faymann

Ambassador to the OECD: Wolfgang Petritsch

Delegation website: www.bundeskanzleramt.at/oecd

Government: Coalition of the Social Democratic Party of Austria and the Austrian 

People’s Party

Next major election: 2013

Parliament website: www.parlament.gv.at

Main employer groups: Federation of Austrian Industry, Austrian Chamber 

of Commerce

Main trade unions: Austrian Trade Union Federation, Austrian Federal Chamber 

of Labour 

Capital city: Vienna

National holiday: 26 October

Renewable energy features prominently in Austria’s energy policy. 
Austria’s long-term policy has resulted in a well-balanced mix of 
energy sources in which renewables account for 21.3% of total 
primary energy supply (TPES), one of the highest in the OECD 
area. – OECD Energy Policies of IEA Countries: Austria 2009

Austria makes extensive use of solar water heaters, relative to 
other countries. – IEA/OECD World Energy Outlook 2010 

See www.oecd.org/austria 
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Better Regulation in Europe: Austria 2010

This report maps and analyses the core issues which together make up effective regulatory management for 
Austria, laying down a framework of what should be driving regulatory policy and reform in the future. Issues 
examined include: strategy and policies for improving regulatory management; institutional capacities for effective 
regulation and the broader policymaking context; transparency and processes for effective public 
consultation and communication; processes for the development of new regulations, 
including impact assessment, and for the management of the regulatory stock, 
including administrative burdens; compliance rates, enforcement policy and 
appeal processes; and the multilevel dimension: interface between different levels 
of government and interface between national processes and those of the EU. This 
book is part of a project examining better regulation, being carried out in partnership 
with the European Commission.
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Belgium

Snapshots

•  GDP in Belgium rose by 284% between 1960 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 100.4% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 7.9%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 3.3%.

•  Women made up 45.0% of the labour force, up 47% since 
1960, and slightly above the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 14.2%, was below the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 29.0% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 4.4% of Belgium’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 0.6% of GNI.

Other highlights

After an unusually strong growth in exports and stockbuilding 
in early 2010, the economy slowed despite supportive fiscal and 
monetary policies. Retail sales recovered strongly, and industrial 
production increased sufficiently to bring capacity utilisation back 
towards its long-term average. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

Employment increased towards the end of 2009 in response to 
higher labour demand in the services sector. 

Ageing in public service is an issue: almost 45% of the central 
government workforce is over 50 compared with just over 20% of 
the total labour force. 

Belgium was one of the countries with the highest regional 
inequality in youth unemployment. 
– OECD Factbook 2010 

Belgium is one of six OECD countries where the total of employee 
and employer social security contributions exceeds one-third of 
total labour costs. Also, Belgium is the OECD country that levies 
the highest taxes on the labour income of single taxpayers with 
low, average or high earnings. Also the tax burden faced by 
married couples is among the highest in the OECD. – OECD 
Taxing Wages 2010

In education, Belgium was ranked 10th overall in the PISA 2009 
survey, down one place from 2006. – OECD PISA 2009 at a 
Glance

Science and engineering degrees represented 23% of new degrees 
in 2007, marginally above the OECD average, and in 2008 HRST 
occupations accounted for 32.5% of total employment. 

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 391.1 82.8 1960-2009: +284%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -2.8 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 36245 9051 1960-2009: +233%

Population  (thousands) 10542 9153 1960-2009: +15%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -5.7 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 100.4 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 56.0 57.1 2000-2008: -2%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 61.6 53.1 1983-2009: +16%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 7.9 3.3 1960-2009: +141%

Women as % of labour force  45.0 30.7 1960-2009: +47%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 8.8 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 79.8 69.8 1960-2007: +14%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 10.2 3.9 1970-2008: +162%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 14.2 18.1 1990-2008: -21%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1550 1670 1983-2009: -7%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 6.1 6.1 2000-2007: +0%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 1.9 1.5 1983-2008: +27%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 29.0 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 4.4 0.1 1974-2008:   

   +4300%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 10.4 12.1 1971-2008: -14%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 85.3 47.8 1970-2008: +78%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.6 0.4 1995-2009: +44%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 13 10 1995-2007: +34%

* or nearest available year

COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS



In 2008, gross expenditure on R&D (GERD) was a relatively low 
1.9% of GDP, although it has grown in constant terms in recent 
years. In that year, business expenditure on R&D (BERD) was a 
steady 1.3%. R&D expenditure in the pharmaceutical industry 
exceeds the OECD average. – OECD Science, Technology and 
Industry Outlook 2010

See www.oecd.org/belgium
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Country information

Joined the OECD: 1961

Head of Government: Prime Minister Yves Leterme

Ambassador to the OECD: Chris Hoornaert

Government: Coalition led by the Christian Democratic and Flemish (CD&V) Party, 

the Flemish Liberals and Democrats (Open VLD), the Reformist Movement (MR), 

the Socialist Party (PS) and the Humanist Democratic Centre (CDH)

Next major election: June 2014

Parliament website: www.lachambre.be; www.senate.be

Main employer group: Federation of Enterprises in Belgium (FEB)

Main trade unions: Confederation of Christian Trade Unions of Belgium          

(ACV-CSC), General Federation of Belgian Labour (ABVV-FGTB), General 

Confederation of Liberal Trade Unions of Belgium (ACLBV-CGSLB)

Capital city: Brussels

National holiday: 21 July

OECD Economic Surveys: Belgium 2009

After four years of strong growth, the Belgian economy entered a deep recession during the second half of 2008 
under the impact of the international crisis. The economy was fi rst affected by the turmoil in the banking sector 
and subsequently by the collapse in international trade. The government swiftly intervened to support the fi nancial 
system and implemented a moderately sized fi scal stimulus package that is broadly appropriate for a 
small open economy with substantial fi scal sustainability problems. The main challenge 
ahead is to support the economy by allowing the automatic stabilisers to work 
while restoring the path towards fi scal sustainability and implementing structural 
reforms to enhance long-term growth.
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Snapshots

Brazil

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 1984.4 974.8 1991-2009: +67%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -0.2 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 10466 6410 1991-2009: +31%

Population  (thousands) 193734 72744 1960-2009: +166%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -3.5 .. 

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 68.3 67.1 1992-2008: +2%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 7.3 9.4 2001-2008: -22%

Life expectancy  (years) 72.2 62.7 1980-2006: +15%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 31.9 38.2 1992-2008: -16%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 5.2 3.7 1995-2007: +41% 

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 1.1 0.8 1994-2008: +33%

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 44.4 56.4 1971-2007: -21%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 1.9 0.9 1971-2008: +105% 

 

Globalisation  

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 136 69 2004-2007: +97%

•  GDP in Brazil rose by 67% between 1991 and 2009.

•  Unemployment stood at 7.3%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 2001 it was 9.4%.

•  Self-employment, at 31.9%, was above the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Renewable energy accounted for 44.4% of Brazil’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

Other highlights

The Brazilian economy has slowed markedly from the strong 
growth rates seen earlier in 2010. It is expected to rebound, 
however, as income gains and resilient credit expansion sustain 
private consumption. Massive infrastructure projects should help 
lift growth rates anew in the coming years.

Inflation is projected to hover above the target mid-point of 4.5% 
over the next two years, as labour markets remain tight and 
the price effects of the recent significant currency appreciation 
dissipate. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

The global crisis has put considerable pressure on domestic credit 
markets. Brazil’s interbank market came to a standstill following 
the demise of Lehman Brothers in mid- September 2008, despite 
the fact that the country’s banking system had limited exposure 
to the toxic assets that were at the core of the international credit 
crunch. 

Oil and gas revenue is currently shared among the federal 
government, the states and the municipalities on a derivation 
basis (i.e. revenue accrues to the jurisdiction where the fields 
are located). As a result of the geographical distribution of 
production, revenue is concentrated in the state of Rio de Janeiro 
and in its municipalities, which together accounted for about 
45% of royalty and special participation revenue in 2008. Only 
a small percentage of these revenues (4%) is shared among non-
producing states and municipalities through a Special Fund. – 
OECD Economic Surveys: Brazil 2009

Brazil has a below OECD-average employment rate for women 
despite increases since the mid-1990s in excess of those recorded 
for men. However, it is the only non-OECD country where 
employment rates for youths are above the OECD average. – 
OECD Factbook 2010

In practice, most compulsory schooling is provided by public 
institutions. Enrolments in independent private schools exceed 
10% only in Brazil, Mexico and Portugal. – OECD Highlights from 
Education at a Glance 2010

In energy, Brazil is the world’s largest producer of ethanol from 
sugar cane. Flex-fuel vehicles, which are capable of running on 
any combination of ethanol and gasoline, accounted for 40% of  
 

* or nearest available year

COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS



the car fl eet in Brazil in 2009, compared with only about 4% in 
the United States. – IEA World Energy Outlook 2010

Brazil is increasingly involved in patent development in waste 
management, water pollution control and renewable energy. In 
2008 it published 26 806 scientifi c articles; at 141 per million 
population, this indicator is well below the OECD average but 
has increased sharply over the past two years. – OECD Science, 
Technology and Industry Outlook 2010 

See www.oecd.org/brazil
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Country information

Head of State: President Dilma Rousseff  

Government: Workers’ Party

Next major election: October 2014

Parliament website: www2.camara.gov.br/english 

Main employer group: CNI

Main trade unions: Central Única dos Trabalhadores (CUT), Landless Workers’ 

Movement (MST)

Capital city: Brasilia

National holiday: 7 September

OECD Reviews of Human Resource Management in 
Government: Brazil 2010: Federal Government

This review of human resource management (HRM) in the federal government of Brazil provides a detailed 
diagnosis of the management of government employees, and solutions for improving it. The assessments 
and the recommendations are based on the lessons learned from the experience of OECD 
member countries. This review assesses whether: the federal government is 
managing the size, skills, and competencies of its workforce in a sustainable 
manner; the HRM system in government is strategic and performance oriented; 
there is a balance between the fl exibility and consistency of HRM practices; the 
values promoted by the government are consistent with management rules and 
practices.
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Canada 

Snapshots

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 1280.3 203.7 1960-2009: +401%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -2.5 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 38923 11156 1960-2009: +174%

Population  (thousands) 33368 18256 1960-2009: +83%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -4.8 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 83.4 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 31.3 33.2 2000-2008: -5%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 71.5 63.1 1976-2009: +13%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 8.3 7.0 1960-2009: +19%

Women as % of labour force  47.9 26.8 1960-2009: +79%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 12.0 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 80.7 71.3 1961-2007: +13%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 10.4 5.4 1960-2008: +93%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 9.1 9.5 1990-2008: -4%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1699 2049 1961-2009: -17%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 6.2 6.7 1995-2007: -9%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 2.0 1.2 1981-2009: +63%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 29.6 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 16.5 15.3 1971-2008: +8%

CO
2 
emissions  (tonnes per capita) 16.5 15.5 1971-2008: +7%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 34.3 21.0 1970-2008: +63%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.3 0.4 1995-2009: -20%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 20.1 17.2 1995-2007: +16%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 522 85 1990-2007: +515%

•  GDP in Canada rose by 401% between 1960 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 83.4% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 8.3%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 7.0%.

•  Women made up 48% of the labour force, up 79% since 1960, 
and slightly above the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 9.1%, was below the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 29.6% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 16.5% of Canada’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•   Development aid came to 0.3% of GNI.

Other highlights

The economic recovery has slowed sharply as a result of waning 
expansion of external demand and a retrenchment in household 
spending growth. Activity is nevertheless projected to progress at 
a moderate pace through 2011-12 as employment prospects and 
external demand gradually pick up again. Business investment 
is expected to remain robust. Substantial economic slack should 
keep inflation pressures subdued. 

Sustained strength in the exchange rate continues to pose 
challenges for the manufacturing sector. 

With the construction and public sectors accounting for over 
half of the jobs created since the trough, employment gains are 
expected to ease. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

In Canada, the tax wedge–a measure of the difference between 
labour costs to the employer and the corresponding net take-home 
pay of the employee–for single parents at two-thirds of the average 
wage level decreased by 8.2 percentage points. – OECD Taxing 
Wages 2009

Canada has continued to see growth in pharmaceutical spending 
significantly above the average of OECD countries. 
– OECD Health at a Glance 2009 

In education, Canada was ranked 4th overall in the PISA 2009 
survey, down one place from 2006. Canada spends 6.2% of its 
GDP on all levels of education which is higher than the OECD 
average of 5.8% and is eighth highest across the OECD. 

The percentage of manufacturing firms collaborating on 
innovation activities is above average, and in 2008 a relatively high 
9% of GERD was financed from abroad. Almost 30% of patents 
were developed with foreign co-inventors in 2005-07. –OECD 
Science, Technology and Industry Outlook 2010

* or nearest available year

COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS



Biodiesel use is projected to reach 765 million litres by 2019. 
Domestic biodiesel production continues to be mainly based on 
other feedstocks such as tallow and other animal fat. It is projected 
to grow continuously over the projection period. – OECD-FAO 
Agricultural Outlook

See www.oecd.org/canada
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Country information

Joined the OECD: 1961

Head of Government: Prime Minister Stephen Harper

Ambassador to the OECD: Judith A. LaRocque

Delegation website: www.canada-oecd.gc.ca

Government: Conservative Party

Next major election: 2 May 2011 

Parliament website: www.parl.gc.ca

Main employer group: The Canadian Chamber of Commerce

Main trade unions: Canadian Labour Congress, Confederation of National 

Trade Unions

Capital city: Ottawa

National holiday: 1 July

OECD Rural Policy Reviews: Québec, Canada 2010

The OECD’s comprehensive review of rural policy in Quebec. It fi nds that in rural Québec, both population 
and personal income are growing, on average, and the province’s economic base continues to diversify. Land 
occupancy is more homogenous than in the rest of Canada, due to the presence of denser networks of small and 
medium-sized communities. However, mirroring the situation at the national level, the province displays 
large regional disparities. The sustainability of some rural communities, especially if remote 
and resource-based, is challenged by demographic and economic decline. In this 
context, Québec has developed one of the most advanced rural policy approaches 
in the OECD, closely in line with the framework suggested in the OECD’s New Rural 
Paradigm. The province’s rural policy does not have a sectoral focus, and aims at 
community empowerment and land occupancy.  
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Chile

Snapshots

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 243.2 116.5 1995-2009: +68%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -1.5 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 14560 8087 1995-2009: +43%

Population  (thousands) 16970 7647 1960-2009: +122%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) 5.3 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 5.2 .. 

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 56.1 55.0 1996-2009: +2%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 7.8 6.3 1996-2008: +23%

Life expectancy  (years) 78.8 72.5 1990-2009: +9%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 6.9 5.3 1995-2008: +30%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 6.4 5.1 1995-2007: +27%

New sources of growth  

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 9.6 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 21.8 20.8 1971-2007: +5%

CO
2 
emissions  (tonnes per capita) 4.4 2.1 1971-2008: +104%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 43.1 28.1 1995-2008: +53%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 33 11 2000-2007: +193%

•  GDP in Chile rose by 68% between 1995 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 5.2% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 7.8%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1996 it was 6.3%.

•  Some 9.6% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 21.8% of Chile’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

Other highlights

Chile joined the OECD in 2010. The economy has embarked on 
a strong recovery. Supported by high copper prices and strong 
domestic demand, the pace of growth is projected to remain high 
in 2011 and 2012. Inflation is likely to temporarily exceed the 
central bank’s inflation target of 3% in the second half of 2010 and 
early 2011, but then fall back gradually. – OECD Economic Outlook 
2010

The coverage of unemployment compensation systems is low as 
is generally the benefit level. However, efforts have been made 
to improve income support to formal-sector job losers. – OECD 
Employment Outlook 2010

The Chilean salmon industry has emerged as a major exporter on 
world markets, helped by low tariffs and an open FDI regime. The 
increase in exports went hand in hand with falling prices on world 
markets and deteriorating sanitary conditions on the salmon 
farms. Exports soared from $50 million in 1989 to 2.4 billion in 
2008 and Chile became the world’s second-largest exporter of 
farmed salmon (after Norway). – OECD Economic Surveys: Chile 
2010

The infant mortality rate in Chile, as in other OECD countries, has 
fallen greatly over the past decades. It stood at 7 deaths per 
1 000 live births in 2008, above the OECD average of 4.7. 

In Chile, the obesity rate among adults, based on actual measures 
of height and weight, was 24.5% in 2003 (latest year available). 
This is lower than for the US (33.8% in 2008) but equal to the UK 
(24.5% in 2008). – OECD Health Data 2010: Chile

In education, Chile was ranked 32nd overall in the PISA 2009 
survey. – OECD PISA 2009 at a Glance

Chile places a high value on education and training, with upper 
secondary graduation rates up from 46% in 1995 to 71% in 2007.

Some 24% of the population aged 25-64 had tertiary-level 
qualifications in 2008, below the OECD average. However, 
a relatively high 18% of all new degrees, close to the OECD 
average, were in the science and engineering disciplines in 2007. 

* or nearest available year
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Participation in post-compulsory education is now rising, as is 
investment in pre-schooling. – OECD Science, Technology and 
Industry Outlook 2010

Energy supply per capita in Chile (1.9 toe/capita) doubled over the 
period 1971-2007. – OECD Factbook 2010 

See www.oecd.org/chile
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Country information

Joined the OECD: 2010

Head of State: President Sebastián Piñera

Ambassador to the OECD:  Raul Saez 

Delegation website: www.minrel.gov.cl

Government: Coalition for Change (Coalición por el Cambio)

Next major election: 2013 (presidential and parliamentary)

Parliament website: www.congreso.cl

Main employer group: Confederation of Production and Trade (CPC)

Main trade union: Unitary Confederation of Workers (CUT)

Capital city: Santiago

National holiday: 18 September

An Appraisal of the Chilean Fisheries Sector

Chile is one of the major players in the world fi shing scene. But during the past fi fty years, Chile has had to face 
issues of over-investment, sharp declines in catch levels, disputes among stakeholders, fl eet downsizing, and 
aquaculture diseases, among others. This report describes the challenging and complex learning process that 
the Chilean fi sheries and aquaculture sector has undergone and the evolution of its policies and 
management systems. Policy evolution continues, with a range of initiatives underway to 
meet the current challenges. The Chilean state has been one of the main forces 
behind these developments, laying the foundation for a strong and robust fi sheries 
and aquaculture sector.
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Snapshots

China (People’s Republic of)

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 7926.5 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 5970 .. 

Population  (thousands) 1345751 645927 1960-2009: +108%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -1.2 .. 

Society  

Life expectancy  (years) 73.0 67.8 1982-2005: +8%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 1.5 0.7 1991-2008: +110%

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 12.3 40 1971-2007: -69%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 4.9 1.0 1971-2008: +413%

Globalisation  

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 116 53 2004-2007: +120%

•  China’s expenditure on R&D, at 1.5% of GDP, is below the 
OECD average of 2.3%

• Renewable energy accounted for 12.3% of China’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

Other highlights

Over the five years to 2008, the Chinese economy has grown at an 
unprecedented pace of about 11% per annum on average, before 
the upward revision to GDP as a result of the second Economic 
Census. While the expansion lost momentum in the course of 
2008, China has weathered the global economic crisis remarkably 
well and is at the forefront of the world economy’s recovery. – 
OECD Economic Surveys: China 2010

The restructuring of China’s economy and efficiency gains have 
made it the world’s second largest economy after the US. – OECD 
Science, Technology and Industry Outlook 2010

With the impact of the stimulus plan fading, China’s vigorous 
expansion slowed during the first half of 2010, but has picked 
up somewhat since then. This renewed buoyancy is projected to 
continue in 2011-12, as faster domestic demand offsets a renewed 
slowdown in exports, stabilising the current account surplus 
at around 5.5% of GDP. An acceleration in non-food prices is 
expected to be offset by an easing in food price inflation, resulting 
in a stabilisation of inflation at slightly above 3%.

Although the current account surplus is not projected to increase, 
further external adjustment will not be aided by the weakening 
of the effective exchange rate that has occurred despite a modest 
appreciation of the renminbi against the dollar in recent months. 
– OECD Economic Outlook 2010

In education, 15-year-olds from Chinese city regions performed 
strongly in OECD PISA Survey 2009, with Shanghai in particular 
topping the scores. – OECD Pisa at a glance 2009

The increase in China’s energy consumption between 2000 and 
2008 was more than four times greater than in the previous 
decade. 

China now accounts for 28% of global industrial energy demand, 
a sharp increase on its 16% share in 2000. Between 2009 and 
2025 China will have added new capacity equivalent to the current 
installed capacity of the United States. China devoted about 40% 
of its $586 billion stimulus package to green projects, including 
support for wind and solar power, which has helped to turn the 
country into the world’s biggest market for renewables. – OECD 
Science, Technology and Industry Scoreboard 2009

China is projected to remain the world’s largest user of solar 
water heaters. In 2008, about 80% of the world’s installed solar 
collector area was in China. – IEA World Energy Outlook 2010

* or nearest available year

COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS



China has been the world’s largest exporter of information 
technology goods since 2004 with exports growing by 30% a 
year from 1996 to almost $360 billion in 2007. – OECD Factbook 
2010

Access to telecommunications networks increased by 164% in 
the OECD area as a whole in the last decade. In China, growth 
in access reached 986 % in the last decade. – OECD Science, 
Technology and Industry Scoreboard 2009

See www.oecd.org/china
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Head of Government: Premier Wen Jiabao
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Parliament website: www.npc.gov.cn 

Capital city: Beijing

National holiday: 1 October

OECD Economic Surveys: China 2010

This 2010 edition of the OECD’s periodic review of China’s economy fi nds that China’s spectacular expansion 
has continued in recent years, making for impressive improvements in living standards. The slowdown associated 
with the global fi nancial and economic crisis was contained by massive fi scal and monetary policy stimulus, which 
has boosted domestic demand. This survey includes chapters on recent achievements and prospects, 
monetary policy, fi nancial reforms, product market regulation and competition, inequality, 
the labour market, old-age security and the healthcare system.
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Czech Republic

Snapshots

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 264.6 142.9 1995-2009: +44%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -4.1 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 25236 13833 1995-2009: +45%

Population  (thousands) 10271 9660 1960-2009: +6%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -5.7 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 42.4 .. 

All-in tax rate  

(average worker, % of labour cost) 43.4 42.7 2000-2008: +2%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 65.4 69.0 1993-2009: -5%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 6.7 0.8 1990-2009: +762%

Women as % of labour force  42.9 46.9 1975-2009: -9%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 5.8 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 77.3 70.6 1960-2008: +9%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 7.1 4.7 1990-2008: +51%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 34.9 12.6 1995-2007: +178%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 16.2 9.4 1993-2008: +71%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1942 2064 1993-2009: -6%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 4.6 5.1 1995-2007: -10%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 1.5 1.0 1995-2008: +54%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 12.9 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 5.1 .. 

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 11.2 15.4 1971-2008: -27%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 74.8 41.5 1990-2008: +80%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 6.2 4.3 1998-2007: +44%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 9 0 1995-2007: +2377%

•  GDP in the Czech Republic rose by 44% between 1995 and 
2009.

•  General government debt came to 42.4% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 6.7%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1990 it was 0.8%.

•  Women made up 42.9% of the labour force, down 9% since 
1975, and slightly below the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 16.2%, was above the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 12.9% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 5.1% of the Czech Republic’s 
energy supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

Other highlights

Exports continue to drive the recovery in real GDP, which is set to 
grow by 2.4% in 2010 and 2.8% in 2011, with domestic demand 
more subdued because of the weak labour market and fiscal 
consolidation. By 2012 the economy is likely to be growing by 
3.2%. Temporary inflationary pressures are coming from energy 
prices and housing costs, but the inflation target of 2% should be 
achieved. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

Migration accounts for almost all of population growth. Net 
migration over 2007-8 reached 0.8% of the total population, which 
ranks it among the highest in the OECD. – OECD International 
Migration Outlook 2010 

The Czech Republic is one of only three OECD member countries 
where a married average worker with two  children faces a personal 
income tax burden less than zero, at -5.4%.  
– OECD Taxing Wages 2009

Across OECD countries, the average poverty rate was about 11%  
in the mid-2000s. In the Czech Republic, the poverty rate is  
below 6%. 

The Czech Republic was the only country experiencing a strong 
increase in labour productivity growth in 2001-2008 compared to 
the period 1995-2000. – OECD Factbook 2010 

The Czech Republic reports one of the lowest incidence rates of 
AIDS among EU countries (2.8 per million population). 
– OECD Health at a Glance: Europe 2010

In education, the Czech Republic was ranked 22nd overall in the 
PISA 2009 survey, down eight places from 2006. 
– OECD PISA 2009 at a Glance

* or nearest available year
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On average across OECD countries, graduation rates from 
university-level education have increased by 21 percentage points 
over the past 13 years. Between 2000 and 2008 the most signifi cant 
increases were reported in the Czech Republic and Switzerland, 
where the rate almost tripled over the period. – OECD Highlights 
from Education at a Glance 2010

See www.oecd.org/czechrepublic
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Head of State/Government: President Václav Klaus; Prime Minister Petr Nečas
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Delegation website: www.mzv.cz/oecd

Government: Coalition led by the Civic Democratic Party 

Next major election: 2014

Parliament website: www.psp.cz, www.senat.cz

Main employer group: Confederation of Industry of the Czech Republic

Main trade union: Czech-Moravian Confederation of Trade Unions (CMKOS)

Capital city: Prague

National holiday: 28 October

OECD Economic Surveys: Czech Republic 2010

The OECD’s periodic survey of the Czech economy. This 2010 edition includes chapters covering the challenge 
of fi scal consolidation after the crisis, pro-growth tax and benefi t reform, and improving the business environment. 
The survey fi nds that the Czech economy was severely affected by the global downturn, owing to its high 
degree of openness and integration in global production chains. The fi scal position was also hit 
hard, prompting a rapid shift in policy from stimulus to consolidation. The medium-term 
challenges facing the country are principally concerned with creating conditions of 
rapid convergence with advanced OECD economies by restoring the sustainability 
of public fi nances and improving the business environment.
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Denmark

Snapshots

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 203.6 50.9 1960-2009: +217%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -4.7 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 36869 11104 1960-2009: +165%

Population  (thousands) 5473 4580 1960-2009: +20%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -2.5 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 51.8 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 41.2 44.3 2000-2008: -7%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 75.7 70.3 1983-2009: +8%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 6.1 2.0 1960-2009: +213%

Women as % of labour force  47.9 31.8 1960-2009: +51%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 5.3 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 78.8 72.4 1960-2008: +9%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 9.7 7.9 1971-2007: +23%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 47.3 25.2 1995-2007: +88%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 8.8 11.7 1990-2008: -25%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1563 1884 1970-2009: -17%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 7.1 6.2 1995-2007: +14%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 2.7 1.0 1981-2008: +162%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 37.1 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 18.5 1.8 1971-2008: +928%

CO
2 
emissions  (tonnes per capita) 8.8 11.1 1971-2008: -21%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 53.7 30.0 1966-2008: +79%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.9 1.0 1995-2009: -9%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 6.9 4.8 1995-2007: +45%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 180 25 1995-2007: +628%

•  GDP in Denmark rose by 217% between 1960 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 51.8% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 6.1%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 2.0%.

•  Women made up 47.9% of the labour force, up 51% since 
1960, and above the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 8.8%, was below the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 37.1% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 18.5% of Denmark’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 0.9% of GNI.

Other highlights

The recovery is expected to gain strength gradually as world trade 
expands, and to become broad-based as private domestic demand 
improves. With still substantial slack in the economy, inflation is 
set to remain subdued. Employment has been growing since the 
start of 2010, driven by public-sector and, more recently, private-
sector demand. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

The average number of jobs held per worker in Denmark is the 
highest in Europe: almost six jobs in Denmark, compared to four 
jobs on average in EU-25. More than 70% of people in Denmark 
think that changing jobs every few years is good, compared with 
40% in the EU. – OECD Jobs for Youth: Denmark 2009 

Unemployment rates are about 4 percentage points higher 
among the foreign-born compared to the native-born. – OECD 
International Migration Outlook 2010

Between 2000 and 2009, the tax wedge–a measure of the difference 
between labour costs to the employer and the corresponding net 
take-home pay of the employee–decreased for all family types in 
Denmark. – OECD Taxing Wages 2009

Denmark has one of the lowest rates of income inequality.
– OECD Factbook 2010 

In Denmark, 84.5% of health spending was funded by public 
sources in 2007, the second highest among OECD countries (after 
Luxembourg), and significantly higher than the OECD average of 
72.8%. – OECD Health Data 2010: Denmark

In education, Denmark was ranked 15th overall in the PISA 2009 
survey, up two places from 2006. – OECD PISA 2009 at a Glance

* or nearest available year

COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS



Enrolment rates for 20-29 year-olds indicate the number of people 
attending tertiary education. Enrolment rates were 30% or more 
in  Denmark, compared to the OECD average of 25%. – OECD 
Highlights from Education at a Glance 2010

Denmark’s R&D inputs translate into solid outcomes. It has a 
comparatively high 60 triadic patents per million population and 
its 1 359 scientifi c articles per million population are well above the 
average. – OECD Science, Technology and Industry Outlook 2010

See www.oecd.org/denmark
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Denmark: Effi cient e-Government for Smarter 
Public Service Delivery

This review is the fi rst to analyse e-government at the country level using a revised framework designed to 
capture the new challenges faced by countries today. It highlights the richness of initiatives and actions 
taken by Denmark in relation to a number of areas, including the impact of e-government on 
public sector modernisation and effi ciency efforts, the impact of e-government 
organisational structure and arrangements on e-government development 
and administration, the need to address issues related to user take-up and the 
assessment of benefi ts realisation of e-government projects. As these are not unique 
to Denmark, but are commonly shared by a number of OECD countries, the study 
provides useful tools to support e-government policy making in all OECD countries.   
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Estonia

Snapshots

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 26.3 9.8 1995-2009: +96%

GDP per capita  (US$) 19636 6803 1995-2009: +110%

Population  (thousands) 1340 1216 1960-2009: +10%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 63.5 62.0 2002-2009: +3%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 5.6 9.7 1997-2008: -42%

Life expectancy  (years) 73.9 70.1 1989-2008: +5%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 6.1 5.9 1999-2008: +3%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 7.7 3.2 1990-2008: +141%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1969 1987 2000-2008: -1%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 5.0 5.8 1995-2007: -13%

New sources of growth  

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 10.7 2.0 1990-2007: +435%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 13.1 22.7 1990-2008: -42%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 77.7 71.9 1995-2008: +8%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 6 0 2000-2007:  +2283%

•  GDP in Estonia rose by 96% between 1995 and 2009.

•  Unemployment stood at 5.6%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1997 it was 9.7%.

•  Self-employment, at 7.7%, was below the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

• Renewable energy accounted for 10.7% of Estonia’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

Other highlights

Estonia joined the OECD in December 2010. Rebalancing of 
the economy continues in 2010, with consumption still weak 
while exports grow strongly. 2012 should see a return of robust 
growth in consumer spending. GDP growth is projected at 3.4% 
in 2011 and about 4% in 2012. Headline inflation accelerated in 
the second half of 2010. Constrained by high unemployment and 
ongoing slack in the economy, core inflation will pick up only 
gradually.

Fiscal policy remains under tight control and the general 
government deficit is assumed to stay below the 3% of GDP. 
The overall employment rate, which peaked at 70% in 2008–
higher than the OECD average of 67%–had declined by 6 
percentage points by June 2009. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

Estonia has an above OECD-average employment rate for women,  
rising at a somewhat quicker pace than that of men since  
the mid-1990s. – OECD Factbook 2010 

Total health spending accounted for 6.1% of GDP in Estonia in 
2008, lower than the OECD average of 9%. Health spending per 
capita in Estonia grew, in real terms, by an average of 8.8% per 
year between 2000 and 2008, faster than the OECD average of 
4.2% per year. 

Estonia reported one of the highest AIDS incidence rates  
among EU countries. In 2008, 25-50 new cases per million 
population were reported. – OECD Health at a Glance: Europe 2010

In Estonia less than 2% of tertiary students are foreign, compared 
with, say, Australia, where international students represent 20.6% 
of tertiary students. – OECD Highlights from Education at a Glance 
2010 

The share of production in high-tech sectors and knowledge-
intensive services is still relatively low, and the share of high-
tech products in exports has slowed. – OECD Economic Survey of 
Estonia 2009  

Research is strongly concentrated in the University of Tartu and 
Tallinn University of Technology, which together stand for around 
70% of all R&D output in Estonian higher education institutions 
(including publications, patents, defended PhDs and income 

* or nearest available year
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from contract research). Smaller higher education institutions, 
including most professional higher education institutions, 
vocational education schools and private institutions, contribute 
only to a very minor extent to carrying out research. – OECD 
Reviews of Tertiary Education: Estonia 2007

See www.oecd.org/estonia
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Head of Government: Prime Minister Andrus Ansip
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OECD Reviews of Labour Market and Social 
Policies: Estonia 2010

The OECD’s comprehensive 2010 review of labour market and social policies in Estonia fi nds that since Estonia 
regained its independence in 1991, its labour and social policies have been marked by a strong commitment 
to fi scal prudence, fl exible markets, and work incentives. Labour market performance steadily 
improved during the mid-1990s and beyond, until the advent of the global 
economic crisis in 2008. Estonia was not well prepared for the slowdown and its 
economy has been hit especially hard. The downturn has required painful policy 
adjustments. Today, Estonia’s public social spending remains among the lowest in 
the OECD; its social programmes support persons in need, but the benefi ts they 
receive are usually modest and some of the jobless receive no benefi ts. However, the 
country offers one of the world’s most generous parental-benefi t programmes and has 
begun to phase in a three-tier pension system. 
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Finland

Snapshots

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 185.3 35.5 1960-2009: +334%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -8.0 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 34716 8019 1960-2009: +261%

Population  (thousands) 5327 4430 1960-2009: +20%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -2.3 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 52.6 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 43.5 47.8 2000-2008: -9% 

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 68.4 72.1 1963-2009: -5%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 8.3 1.5 1960-2009: +466%

Women as % of labour force  49.1 44.8 1960-2009: +10%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 7.3 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 79.9 69.0 1960-2008: +16%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 8.4 3.8 1960-2008: +121%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 48.5 20.3 1995-2007: +139%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 12.8 15.6 1990-2008: -17%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1652 2061 1960-2009: -20%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 5.6 6.3 1995-2007: -10%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 4.0 1.2 1981-2009: +246%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 26.7 ..

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 25.2 27.3 1971-2008: -8%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 10.6 8.6 1971-2008: +23%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 45.0 25.0 1970-2008: +80%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.5 0.3 1995-2009: +73%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 3.8 2.0 1995-2007: +91%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 116 11 1990-2007: +932%

•  GDP in Finland rose by 334% between 1960 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 52.6% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 8.3%, above the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 1.5%.

•  Women made up 49.1% of the labour force, up 10% since 
1960, and above the OECD average.

• Self-employment, at 12.8%, was below the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 26.7% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

• Renewable energy accounted for 25.2% of Finland’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 0.5% of GNI.

Other highlights

The economy has rebounded strongly on the back of sharply 
recovering exports, and unemployment has started to recede. 
Activity will continue to benefit from firm world trade growth, 
while renewed confidence and lower unemployment will support 
domestic demand, leading to robust investment and output growth 
in the years ahead. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

As part of recent fiscal stimulus measures, various benefits 
(maternity, parental and sickness allowance) have been increased, 
and unemployment benefits were temporarily increased in the 
summer of 2009. – OECD Employment Outlook 2010

2008 was a top year for migration in Finland with the largest net 
immigration figures since the country attained independence. In 
2009, the numbers dropped noticeably as a result of the recession. 
– OECD International Migration Outlook 2010

Between 2000 and 2009, the tax wedge–a measure of the difference 
between labour costs to the employer and the corresponding net 
take-home pay of the employee–decreased for all family types in 
Finland. – OECD Taxing Wages 2009

In education, Finland was ranked 1st overall in the PISA 2009 
survey, the same as in 2006, and students tend to perform well 
regardless of their own background or the school they attend. 
Large proportions of students perform at the highest levels of 
reading proficiency, and relatively few students at the lower levels. 
– OECD PISA 2009 at a Glance

Health spending as a share of GDP is lower in Finland than in 
all other Nordic countries. Cancer mortality rates for the total 
population were the lowest in Finland, Switzerland and Sweden 
compared with other European countries, at under 150 deaths per 
100 000 population. – OECD Health at a Glance: Europe 2010

* or nearest available year
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Enrolment rates for 20-29 year-olds indicate the number of people 
attending tertiary education. Enrolment rates were 30% in Finland, 
compared to the OECD average of 25%. – OECD Highlights from 
Education at a Glance 2010

Finland’s strong R&D investment is refl ected in 64 triadic patents 
per million population in 2008, almost double the OECD average. 
With 1 573 scientifi c articles per million population in 2008, Finland 
ranks third among OECD countries and contributed 0.5% of the 
world share of scientifi c publications. – OECD Science, Technology 
and Industry Outlook 2010

See www.oecd.org/fi nland
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Joined the OECD: 1969
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Prime Minister Mari Kiviniemi
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Delegation website: www.fi noecd.org

Government: Coalition led by Prime Minister Mari Kiviniemi (Centre Party)
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Parliament website: www.parliament.fi 

Main employer group: Confederation of Finnish Industries (EK)

Main trade unions: Confederation of Unions for Professional and Managerial 

Staff  in Finland (AKAVA), Central Organisation of Finnish Trade Unions (SAK),             

The Finnish Confederation of Professionals (STTK)

Capital city: Helsinki

National holiday: 6 December

OECD Public Governance Reviews: Finland 2010: 
Working Together to Sustain Success

Finland’s traditional Nordic model is under pressure: a rapidly ageing society, the global economic crisis and 
growing societal disillusionment require the public administration to be strategically agile in order to maintain 
fi scal sustainability and to respond to a complex and rapidly changing environment. The 
government’s capacity to act in these diffi cult times will depend on the public 
administration’s ability to work together–across all levels of government, and 
with society as a whole–in order to sustain success. This report is the second in a 
series of OECD country reviews that look at governance and public management 
issues from a comprehensive perspective. These reviews help countries to identify 
how reforms can better reinforce each other in support of overall government 
objectives. They also examine reform strategies that have worked in other countries 
and provide advice as to which reforms can be appropriately adapted to a given country.
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Snapshots

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 2172.1 395.9 1960-2009: +330%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -2.6 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 33679 8666 1960-2009: +216%

Population  (thousands) 62149 45684 1960-2009: +36%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -8.2 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 87.1 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 49.3 49.6 2000-2008: -1%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 64.1 64.3 1968-2009: 0%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 7.4 1.3 1960-2008: +476%

Women as % of labour force  47.6 34.8 1960-2008: +37%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 7.1 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 81.2 70.3 1960-2009: +16%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 11.2 3.8 1960-2008: +195%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 9.0 13.2 1990-2008: -32%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1554 2048 1970-2009: -24%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 6.0 6.6 1995-2007: -9%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 2.0 1.9 1981-2008: +6%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 30.4 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 7.5 8.6 1971-2008: -13%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 5.7 8.2 1971-2008: -30%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 27.7 13.5 1960-2008: +105%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.5 0.5 1995-2009: -16%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 8.5 7.3 1999-2007: +15%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 1292 110 1990-2007: +1073%

France

•  GDP in France rose by 330% between 1960 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 87.1% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 7.4%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 1.3%.

•  Women made up 47.6% of the labour force, up 37% since 
1960, and above the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 9%, was below the OECD average  
of 15.8%.

•  Some 30.4% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 7.5% of France’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

• Development aid came to 0.5% of GNI.

Other highlights

Following a mild slowing of activity in recent months, real GDP 
growth is projected to pick up slowly towards an annualised pace 
of 2% by 2012, led by business investment and exports. The 
unemployment rate has peaked but is set to decline only slightly, 
while price pressures will remain subdued, with underlying 
inflation at about 1% per year.

Although the increase in long-term unemployment is worrying, 
policymakers have avoided past mistakes during this recession by 
resisting the promotion of early-retirement schemes and, more 
generally, have sought to maintain the attachment of displaced 
workers to the labour market. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010  

France is one of six OECD countries where the total of employee 
and employer social security contributions exceeds one-third of 
total labour costs. – OECD Taxing Wages 2009

French people over 65 are also more reliant on public funding for 
their incomes–through public pensions and safety-net benefits–
than all OECD countries bar Hungary. – OECD Pensions at a 
Glance 2009

Diseases such as obesity are now making themselves felt, and 
socio-economic disparities play a role. Women with poor education 
in France are almost three times more likely to be overweight 
than more educated women. Unlike in most OECD countries, 
significant disparities are present in men too, with poorly educated 
men 1.6 times more likely to be overweight than more educated 
ones. – OECD Obesity and the Economics of Prevention: Fit not Fat – 
France Key Facts 2010

In education, France was ranked 17th overall in the PISA 2009 
survey, up three places from 2006. The average gap in performance 
between students from different socio-economic backgrounds is 
greater in France and New Zealand than in other OECD countries, 
where it is at least 30% wider than the OECD average. – OECD 
PISA 2009 at a Glance

* or nearest available year

COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS



The share of public expenditure on health to GDP is high, at 8.7% 
of GDP compared with 3.7% and 2.7% of GDP, respectively, in 
Korea and Mexico. – OECD Factbook 2010

France ranks third for foreign direct investment (FDI), both 
inward and outward, with an FDI stock of $1 292 billion. – OECD  
Economic Surveys: France 2009

See www.oecd.org/france
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Country information

Joined the OECD: 1961

Head of State: President Nicolas Sarkozy

Ambassador to the OECD: Roger Karoutchi

Delegation website: www.delegfrance-ocde.org

Government: Union for a Popular Movement (UMP) and New Centre

Next major election: April-May 2012 (presidential)

Parliament website: www.parlement.fr

Main employer groups: MEDEF, CGPME
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Capital city: Paris
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Étude de l’OCDE sur la gestion des risques 
d’inondation: Bassin de la Loire, France 2010

(Only available in French) Les évolutions urbanistiques, démographiques, et même climatiques, ont un impact sur 
les questions auxquelles doivent répondre les pays de l’OCDE en matière de protection de la vie et du bien-
être des citoyens ou de garantie de la continuité de l’activité économique. En France les plus 
grands risques naturels connus concernent les inondations. Alors que plusieurs 
politiques publiques sur la gestion des risques d’inondation sont adoptées, celles-
ci sont mises en œuvre à différents niveaux administratifs. Dans cette étude de cas, 
le Programme de l’OCDE sur l’avenir analyse une gestion intégrée dans le bassin de 
la Loire et examine les défi s rencontrés. Au nombre des questions les plus cruciales 
fi gurent la concertation des parties-prenantes, l’investissement dans l’entretien des 
digues et le changement climatique.
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Germany

Snapshots

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 2969.6 669.2 1960-2009: +235%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -4.7 .. 

GDP per capita (US$) 36270 9191 1960-2009: +195%

Population  (thousands) 82807 72815 1960-2009: +14%

Budget deficit (% of GDP) -3.2 .. 

Public debt (% of GDP) 76.5 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 52.0 54.0 2000-2008: -4%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 70.4 66.9 1970-2009: +5%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 7.8 1.0 1960-2009: +653%

Women as % of labour force  46.1 37.8 1960-2009: +22%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 11.0 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 80.2 69.1 1960-2008: +16%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 10.5 6.0 1970-2008: +75%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 23.4 13.9 1995-2007: +68%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 11.7 9.8 1991-2008: +19%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1390 1548 1991-2009: -10%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 4.7 5.1 1995-2007: -8%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 2.6 2.4 1981-2008: +12%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 30.3 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 8.4 1.2 1971-2008: +600%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 9.8 12.5 1971-2008: -22%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 44.1 17.2 1970-2008: +157%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.4 0.3 1995-2009: +14%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 1249 131 1990-2007: +855%

•  GDP in Germany rose by 235% between 1960 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 76.5% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 7.8%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 1.0%.

•  Women made up 46.1% of the labour force, up 22% since 
1960, and above the OECD average.

• Self-employment, at 11.7%, was below the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 30.3% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 8.4% of Germany’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

• Development aid came to 0.4% of GNI.

Other highlights

The economy is recovering strongly on the back of the improvement 
in world trade. Private consumption, investment and government 
spending on infrastructure have also been strong. The labour 
market continues to remain resilient and unemployment has 
now fallen to its lowest level since reunification. Although annual 
growth is expected to slow somewhat over the projection horizon, 
the pre-crisis real GDP level will be reached in the course of 2011. – 
OECD Economic Outlook 2010

About 94 500 persons were naturalised in 2008, a 16% decline 
over 2007 and the lowest level since the late 1990s. In particular, 
the take-up of German citizenship among immigrants from Turkey 
and their children has continuously declined in recent years. – 
OECD International Migration Outlook 2010

A single person at the average wage level without children is liable 
to an average tax plus contributions burden of 41.3% in Germany, 
the second highest in the OECD.  – OECD Taxing Wages 2009

The German pension system has so far been less affected by the 
crisis than many other OECD countries. Replacement rates for low-
earners are the lowest in the OECD at 43%. – OECD Pensions at a 
Glance 2009

Total health spending (public and private) accounted for 10.5% 
of GDP in Germany in 2008, 1.5 percentage points higher than 
the average of 9.0% in OECD countries. – OECD Health Data: 
Germany 2009

In Germany, students are more likely to graduate from programmes 
that lead to vocationally oriented tertiary education, or tertiary-type 
B. Germany was ranked 9th overall in the PISA 2009 survey, up
 three places from 2006. – OECD Highlights from Education at a 
Glance 2010

* or nearest available year

COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS



Germany is the largest exporter and importer of information and 
communications technology goods in Europe. – OECD Science, 
Technology and Industry Scoreboard 2009 

In terms of innovation outcomes, triadic patents were an above-
average 73 per million population in 2007, and at 12.1%, Germany
had the third highest share of triadic patent families, after the US 
and Japan. – OECD Science, Technology and Industry Outlook 2010

See www.oecd.org/germany
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Capital city: Berlin
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OECD Economic Surveys: Germany 2010

This 2010 edition of the OECD’s periodic survey of the German economy includes chapters on emerging from 
the crisis, facilitating structural change and preventing long-term unemployment, bringing public fi nances back to 
a sustainable path, lessons from the fi nancial crisis for the banking system, and structural reforms to lift potential 
growth in a globalised world. It fi nds that the crisis has demonstrated the high exposure of the 
economy to global developments and revealed some underlying structural weaknesses. 
In this context, the main challenges are to safeguard a sustainable recovery and 
boost Germany’s growth potential by adjusting labour market policy, restoring fi scal 
sustainability, ensuring stability in the banking sector, and broadening growth beyond 
exports. 
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Snapshots

Greece

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 334.7 45.6 1960-2009: +479%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -2.0 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 29724 5473 1960-2009: +329%

Population  (thousands) 11252 8327 1960-2009: +35%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -12.7 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 120.2 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 42.4 38.5 2000-2008: +10%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 61.2 54.9 1983-2009: +12%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 8.9 6.1 1960-2009: +46%

Women as % of labour force  39.8 32.1 1961-2009: +24%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 12.6 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 80.0 69.9 1960-2008: +14%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 9.7 5.4 1970-2007: +80%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 17.7 13.9 1995-2007: +27%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 35.1 47.7 1990-2008: -26%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 2119 2194 1983-2009: -3%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 0.6 0.2 1981-2007: +278%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 17.0 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 5.1 7.8 1971-2008: -35%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 8.3 2.8 1971-2008: +196%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 28.3 14.4 1960-2008: +97%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.2 0.1 1996-2009: +28%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 32 6 2000-2007: +441%

•  GDP in Greece rose by 479% between 1960 and 2009.

• General government debt came to 120.2% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

• Unemployment stood at 8.9%, above the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 6.1%.

• Women made up 39.8% of the labour force, up 24% since 
1960, and below the OECD average.

• Self-employment, at 35.1 %, was above the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 17.0% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 5.1% of Greece’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 0.2% of GNI.

Other highlights
Economic activity is contracting, in large part reflecting the 
sizeable fiscal consolidation under way. The economy is expected 
to return to positive growth by 2012 as the impact of structural 
reforms takes hold and external demand strengthens. Headline 
inflation has edged up, largely due to tax hikes, but should trend 
downwards given economic slack and rising unemployment.

The rigorous implementation of the Economic Policy Programme 
agreed in May with the European Commission (EC), European 
Central Bank (ECB) and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
would stabilise the level of public debt and boost competitiveness. 
– OECD Economic Outlook 2010

Between 1998 and 2008, growth of service imports among OECD 
countries was highest in Greece.  – OECD Factbook 2010

Immigration contributes considerably to total population growth. 
In 2005-2007, more than 17% of children born in Greece had 
foreign nationality. The birthrate has been declining and there 
is negative net growth in the population. – OECD International 
Migration Outlook 2010 

Between 2000-2009, the personal income tax burden has 
increased across all family types. – OECD Taxing Wages 2009

In education, Greece was ranked 29th overall in the PISA 2009 
survey, the same as in 2006. – OECD PISA 2009 at a Glance

There are more physicians per capita in Greece than in any 
other OECD country, with six practising physicians per 1 000 
population in 2008, well above the OECD average of 3.2. On the 
other hand,  there were only 3.4 nurses per 1 000 population in 
Greece in 2008, a much lower figure than the average of 9 in 
OECD countries.  Greece maintains the highest level of smoking 
in Europe, with close to 40% of the adult population smoking 
daily. – OECD Health at a Glance Europe 2010

* or nearest available year

COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS



Greece makes extensive use of solar water heaters, relative to other 
countries. – OECD World Energy Outlook 2010

Greece has considerably reduced air pollutant emission intensities 
since 2000, showing a relative decoupling from economic growth. 
Improvements in vehicle fl eet and fuel quality have helped reduce 
emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOCs). – OECD 
Environmental Performance Reviews: Greece 2009

See www.oecd.org/greece
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Jobs for Youth: Greece 2010

Improving the performance of youth on the labour market is a crucial challenge in OECD countries facing 
persistent youth unemployment. Whatever the level of qualifi cation, fi rst experiences on the labour market 
have a profound infl uence on later working life. This report on Greece contains a survey of the main barriers to 
employment for young people, an assessment of the adequacy and effectiveness of existing measures 
to improve the transition from school to work, and a set of policy recommendations for 
further action by the public authorities and social partners.
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Snapshots

Hungary

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 197.8 103.5 1995-2009: +42%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -6.3 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 19765 10025 1995-2009: +47%

Population  (thousands) 10021 9984 1960-2009: +0%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -4.3 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 85.2 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 54.1 54.6 2000-2008: -1%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 55.4 58.0 1992-2009: -4%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 10.1 9.9 1992-2009: +1%

Women as % of labour force  46.1 46.3 1992-2009: 0%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 7.1 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 73.8 68.0 1960-2008: +9%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 7.3 7.0 1991-2008: +4%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 29.4 28.8 2004-2007: +2%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 12.3 20.4 1992-2008: -40%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1989 2228 1980-2009: -11%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 4.9 5.4 1995-2007: -8%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 1.0 1.5 1990-2008: -31%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 17.8 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 6.1 2.9 1971-2008: +110%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 5.3 5.8 1971-2008: -9%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 81.7 33.4 1991-2008: +145%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 3.8 2.8 1995-2007: +37%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 18 0 1995-2007:  +6227%

•  GDP in Hungary rose by 42% between 1995 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 85.2% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 10.1%, above the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1992 it was 9.9%.

•  Women made up 46.1% of the labour force, almost unchanged 
since 1992, and above the OECD average.

• Self-employment, at 12.3%, was below the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

• Some 17.8% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

• Renewable energy accounted for 6.1% of Hungary’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

Other highlights

Economic growth resumed in 2010 and was mainly fuelled 
by robust external demand, while private consumption and 
investment continued to fall. Growth is projected to gain 
momentum as domestic demand gradually recovers. Headline 
inflation is expected to stabilise around the medium-term target 
of 3%. After a slippage in the general government deficit for 2009 
and a further deterioration in the first half of 2010, temporary 
measures have been imposed to meet the deficit targets. Further 
tax cuts will take place from 2011. 

The employment rate has improved somewhat and, despite a 
slight rebound in the participation rate, the unemployment rate 
has declined moderately from a peak reached in the first quarter of 
2010. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010 

Hungary has the highest negative population growth rate among 
OECD countries, although international migration movements, 
both inward and outward, play a limited role compared to other 
OECD countries. – OECD International Migration Outlook 2010 

Hungary is one of six OECD countries where the total of employee 
and employer social security contributions exceeds one-third of 
total labour costs.  – OECD Taxing Wages 2009

The strong rise in pharmaceutical spending has been one of the 
factors behind the rise in total health spending in Hungary as 
well as in many other OECD countries. In 2008, spending on 
pharmaceuticals accounted for 31.6% of total health spending in 
Hungary, the highest share among all OECD countries.

Alcohol consumption in Hungary is among the highest in OECD 
countries, with a consumption of 12.6 litres of alcohol per adult in 
2007, alongside France. The average among OECD countries was 
9.4 litres per adult. – OECD Health Data 2010: Hungary

* or nearest available year

COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS



Hungary reports one of the lowest incidences of AIDS among EU 
countries. – OECD Health at a Glance: Europe 2010

In education, Hungary was ranked 20th overall in the PISA 2009 
survey, up one place from 2006. 

At the primary level, the ratio of students to teaching staff is fewer 
than 11 in Hungary, compared with an OECD average of 16 students 
per teacher. – OECD Highlights from Education at a Glance 2010

See www.oecd.org/hungary

References

OECD (2010), Economic Surveys: Hungary 2010, Paris

OECD (2010), Environmental Performance Reviews: Hungary 2008, Paris

OECD (2008), Learning for Jobs: Hungary, Paris

OECD (2008), Reforms for Stability and Sustainable Growth: An OECD 

Perspective on Hungary, Paris

Forthun, Colin (2010), “Sustaining the Momentum of Fiscal Reform in Hungary”, 

OECD Economics Department Working Papers, No. 802

Molnar, Margit (2010), “Enhancing Financial Stability Through Better Regulation in 

Hungary”, OECD Economics Department Working Papers, No. 786

Country information
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OECD Economic Surveys: Hungary 2010

The OECD’s periodic survey of Hungary’s economy. This 2010 edition includes chapters covering restoring 
sustainable growth, sustaining fi scal reform, enhancing fi nancial stability through better regulation, and raising 
education’s contribution to growth.
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Snapshots

Iceland

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 12.0 1.6 1960-2009: +542%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -6.8 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 37573 9245 1960-2009: +272%

Population  (thousands) 304 176 1960-2009: +73%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -15.7 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 119.5 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 28.3 26.2 2000-2008: +8% 

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 78.9 79.9 1991-2009: -1%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 3.0 1.4 1961-2009: +403%

Women as % of labour force  47.4 45.6 1991-2009: +4%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 7.1 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 81.3 72.9 1960-2008: +12%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 9.6 3.0 1960-2009: +220%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 63.1 33.2 2000-2007: +90%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 12.7 20.3 1991-2008: -38%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1716 2158 1970-2009: -20%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 7.8 7.1 2000-2007: +10%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 2.7 0.6 1981-2008: +312%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 32.8 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 82.4 46.7 1971-2008: +76%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 6.9 6.8 1971-2008: +1%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 45.9 44.1 1970-2008: +4%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 27 0 1990-2007:  +36206%

•  GDP in Iceland rose by 542% between 1960 and 2009.

• General government debt came to 119.5% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 3.0%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1961 it was 1.4%.

•  Women made up 47.4% of the labour force, up 4% since 1991, 
and above the OECD average.

• Self-employment, at 12.7%, was below the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

• Some 32.8% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 82.4% of Iceland’s energy  
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

Other highlights

After the deep recession of the past two years, Iceland is making 
progress and laying the foundations for durable economic growth. 
The recovery is projected to get under way in the second half of 2011, 
led by planned privately-driven investment in large energy projects 
and strengthening private consumption expenditure. Inflation 
is projected to fall below the 2.5% target of monetary policy. The 
authorities are implementing tight adjustment policies in line with 
the programme supported by the IMF Stand-By Arrangement. – 
OECD Economic Outlook 2010

Iceland’s three main banks, which accounted for 85% of the 
banking sector, were put into receivership in October 2008. – 
OECD Economic Surveys: Iceland 2009

Unemployment has increased relatively sharply in Iceland, but there 
may a somewhat lower risk of seeing structural unemployment rise 
than in other OECD countries. – OECD Employment Outlook 2010

Iceland’s fishing industry is an important economic sector–
accounting, in recent years, for 7% of GDP and over 30% of 
merchandise exports–and is part of the country’s national identity. 
In addition, its fisheries policy is often regarded as a model to 
follow. – OECD Economic Surveys: Iceland 2009

Iceland’s public expenditure on law, order and defence, as a share of 
GDP, was among the lowest in the OECD, alongwith Luxembourg 
and Ireland. – OECD Factbook 2010  

In 2008, life expectancy at birth for the whole population in Iceland 
stood at 81.3 years, almost two years above the OECD average of 
79.4 years. – OECD Health Data 2010: Iceland

In education, Iceland was ranked 11th overall in the PISA 2009 
survey, up eight places from 2006. – OECD PISA 2009 at a 
Glance

In 2007 Iceland had the highest graduation rates in first-stage 
university courses (more than 50%), of which only 13% were  

* or nearest available year

COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS



science and engineering degrees, well below the OECD average. – 
OECD Science, Technology and Industry Outlook 2010

In energy, renewable sources represent over 82% of energy supply 
in Iceland. – OECD Factbook 2010 

In Iceland, where there are favourable geological conditions and 
effi cient hot water distribution networks, 88% of all households 
use geothermal (produced mostly in combined heat and power  
plants). – IEA/OECD World Energy Outlook 2010

See www.oecd.org/iceland
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Country information

Joined the OECD: 1961

Head of Government: Prime Minister Jóhanna Sigurdardóttir

Ambassador to the OECD: Berglind Ásgeirsdóttir

Delegation website: www.iceland.org/fr/

Government: Coalition government of the Social Democratic Alliance and Left-Green 

Movement, led by the Social Democratic Alliance

Next major election: 2013

Parliament website: www.althingi.is

Main employer group: Confederation of Icelandic Employers (SA)

Main trade union: Icelandic Confederation of Labor (ASÍ)

Capital city: Reykjavik

National holiday: 17 June

OECD Economic Surveys: Iceland 2009

This 2009 edition of the OECD’s periodic survey of Iceland’s economy examined the impact of the fi nancial 
crisis and made recommendations on how it should be managed. It found that against the backdrop of the 
global fi nancial turmoil and recession, Iceland was struck by a banking crisis of unprecedented proportions and 
the economy has plunged into a deep recession. The plight of the banking system was in part the 
consequence of the sudden shutdown of global capital markets. But Icelandic banks’ 
aggressive expansion strategies in an atmosphere of ineffective supervision 
rendered them highly vulnerable. Faced with events having potentially dramatic 
economic and social consequences, the government sought the assistance of the 
international community in support of the medium-term adjustment programme to 
restore policy credibility and economic growth. While progress has been made in 
implementing the programme, much remains to be done.
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Snapshots

India

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 3297.8 .. 

GDP growth (annual growth in %) 7.7 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 2780 .. 

Population  (thousands) 1160813 683329 1981-2009: +70%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -9.6 .. 

Society  

Life expectancy  (years) 63.4 60.3 1995-2006: +5%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 0.9 0.7 1996-2008: +28%

Renewable energy   

(% of energy supply) 29.2 62.9 1971-2007: -54%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 1.3 0.4 1971-2008: +252%

Globalisation  

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 44 3 2000-2007:  +1590%

•  Renewable energy accounted for 29.2% of India’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  The Indian economy is expected to grow at more than 8% in 
2011 and 2012.

•  Indian inflation reached over 11% in 2010, but is expected to 
fall below 6% in 2011 and 2012.

•  The Indian population has grown by 70% to nearly 1.2 billion 
since 1981.

•  Since 1971, per capita CO2 emissions have increased by 252%.

Other highlights

The Indian economy expanded very strongly in early 2010. The 
agricultural sector enjoyed a sharp rebound, following a return of 
normal rainfall patterns, while the recovery in the non-agricultural 
sector continued to strengthen. More recently, activity has eased 
from its unusually strong pace and there are now signs that the 
economy is shifting from the recovery phase to one of sustained 
high growth. 

The recovery in the agricultural sector has helped to damp 
inflation, which appears to have peaked and is expected to continue 
to moderate in the near term. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

Nevertheless, with domestic demand strong and the current 
account deficit widening, a steadfast commitment to timely 
fiscal consolidation (from a deficit of over 10% of GDP) and 
further moves to normalise the stance of monetary policy will be 
important for ensuring balanced growth ahead.

There has been a reduction in poverty from 46% of the population 
in 1987 to 36% in 2000, though this compares poorly with 17% 
for China in 2001 and 8% in Brazil (2002) for instance. 

In 2007, services accounted for 53% of India’s GDP (the largest 
contributor to GDP) compared to 41% in China. 
– OECD Globalisation and Emerging Economies 2008 

India has already capitalised on its large educated population to 
become a major exporter of computer and information services. 
India’s share of patents co-invented with the US is at least twice as 
high as the share co-invented with EU countries. – OECD Science, 
Technology and Industry Outlook 2010

In January 2010, the Indian government launched the Jawaharlal 
Nehru National Solar Mission, which aims to install 20 GW of 
solar power (including PV, CSP and solar lanterns) by 2022. The 
Solar Mission includes rural electrification (about 400 million 
people in India still lack access to electricity).

* or nearest available year
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India is the world’s fourth-largest energy consumer with a total 
primary energy demand of 621 Mtoe in 2008, or equivalent to the 
primary demand of Brazil, Indonesia and Saudi Arabia combined. 
– IEA World Energy Outlook 2010

See www.oecd.org/india
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Country information

Head of Government: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh

Government: The United Progressive Alliance (UPA), led by the Indian National 

Congress (INC)

Next major election: 2012

Parliament website: www.parliamentofi ndia.nic.in

Main employer groups: CII, FICCI

Main trade union: INTUC

Capital city: New Delhi

National holiday: 26 January

OECD Investment Policy Reviews: India 2009

This review of India’s investment policy fi nds that India has made tremendous progress in building a policy 
environment to encourage investment. As a result, the country’s economy is growing more rapidly and FDI infl ows 
have accelerated impressively. However, investment remains insuffi cient to meet India’s needs, particularly in 
infrastructure. Current efforts to strengthen and liberalise the regulatory framework for investment need 
to be intensifi ed. India’s well-developed economic legislation should be implemented at an 
accelerated pace both at national level and right across India’s States and Union 
Territories. This publication charts India’s progress in developing an effective policy 
framework to promote investment for development, especially since the acceleration 
of economic reform from 1991 onward. It focuses on policies towards investment, 
trade, competition and other elements of the business environment. Finally, it outlines 
some of the challenges of implementing national-level reforms at state level.
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Snapshots

Indonesia

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 909.7 .. 

GDP growth (annual growth in %) 4.6 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 3980 .. 

Population  (thousands) 229965 93058 1960-2009: +147%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -1.8 .. 

Society  

Life expectancy  (years) 70.5 70.0 2005-2008: +1%

New sources of growth  

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 31.2 76.0 1971-2007: -59%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 1.7 0.2 1971-2008: +709%

Globalisation  

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 0 0 2004-2007: -447%

•  Renewable energy accounted for 31.2% of Indonesia’s energy  
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Real GDP growth is expected to stay at or above 6% in 2011 
and 2012.

•  Headline inflation is expected to reach 6.4% in 2011.

•  Per capita CO2 emissions have risen by over 700% since 1971.

Other highlights

Robust domestic consumption and investment continue to drive 
the economy forward. External surpluses are narrowing as a result 
of weak foreign demand and buoyant import growth. Strong 
domestic demand is also putting upward pressure on inflation. 
Activity is projected to maintain momentum in 2011, buttressed 
by resilient private consumption and resurgent investment, and 
ease marginally in 2012. The 2011 draft state budget envisages 
cuts in energy subsidies, making it less vulnerable to swings in 
international energy prices and freeing resources for growth-
enhancing programmes. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

Indonesia managed to weather the global economic crisis that 
began in 2007 remarkably well compared to most other ASEAN 
countries: the economy grew by 4.6% in 2009. 

Government spending on education has risen considerably over 
the last ten years, and Indonesia’s education expenditure-to-
GDP ratio now exceeds the average of regional peers, although it 
is still significantly lower than that of OECD countries. – OECD 
Economic Survey of Indonesia 2010

In Indonesia, there can be huge price differences between 
remote regions and the rest of the country, even for basic goods. 
For example, the price of one kilogram of rice in Paniai, a remote 
village in Papua, is more than double that in East Java. – OECD 
Southeast Asian Economic Outlook 2011 

36% of the population is currently 20 years old or less. 
Educational attainment has increased markedly for primary 
school but remains low for secondary and higher levels of 
education. 

Poverty has declined since 1998 but remains high, with a poverty 
rate of 13.3% of the population in 2010, concentrated in rural 
areas. In addition to the rural-urban divide, wide disparities also 
exist between women and men. – OECD Economic Survey of 
Indonesia 2010

It is the world’s fourth most populous country and by far the 
largest economy in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN). Indonesia experiences frequent electricity blackouts 

* or nearest available year
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and only 65% of the population has access to electricity, which 

places a severe constraint on development. Indonesia is the 
world’s leading steam-coal exporter. – IEA/OECD World Energy 
Outlook 2010

See www.oecd.org/indonesia
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Country information

Head of State: President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono

Government: Democratic Party (PD), with the Party of Functional Groups 

(Golkar), the National Mandate Party (PAN), the Prosperous Justice Party (PKS), 

the National Awakening Party (PKB) and the United Development Party (PPP)

Next major election: 2014

Parliament website: www.dpr.go.id

Main employer group: KADIN

Main trade union: KSBSI

Capital city: Jakarta

National holiday: 17 August

OECD Economic Surveys: Indonesia 2010

This fi rst OECD Economic Survey of Indonesia presents a comprehensive overview of the Indonesian economy.  
In particular, it looks at achieving sustainable and inclusive growth, phasing out energy subsidies, tackling the 
infrastructure challenge, and enhancing the effectiveness of social policies. As with all OECD Economic Surveys, it 
makes a series of recommendations and is rich in statistical data and policy information.
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Snapshots

Ireland

 2009 1960 *

GDP (US$ bn) 179.3 74.2

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -7.6 

GDP per capita (US$) 41116 20476

Population (thousands) 4298 2832

Budget deficit (% of GDP) -12.2 -2

Public debt (% of GDP) 70.3 62.2

All-in tax rate (average worker, % of labour cost) 22.9 28.9

Employment rate (% of population) 62.5 58

Unemployment rate (% of labour force) 12 5.7

Women as % of labour force  45.9 26.7

Poverty rate (% of population) 14.8 

Life expectancy (years) 79.9 70

Health expenditure (total, % of GDP) 8.7 3.7

Self-employed (% of employment) 17.3 24.9

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1549 1981

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 4.7 5.2

R&D expenditure (% of GDP) 1.4 0.7

Broadband access (subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 19.5 

Renewable energy (% of energy supply) 3.7 0.6

CO2 emissions (tonnes per capita) 9.8 7.3

Trade (goods and services % of GDP) 78.3 38.5

Development aid (% of GNI) 0.5 0.3

Foreign-born population (% of population) 15.7 7.8

FDI stock (US$ bn) 146 28

* or earliest available value

•  GDP in Ireland rose by 785% between 1960 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 72.7% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

• Unemployment stood at 12.0%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 5.7%.

•  Women made up 45.9% of the labour force, up 72% since 
1961, and slightly above the OECD average.

• Self-employment, at 17.3%, was above the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 19.5% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

• Renewable energy accounted for 3.7% of Ireland’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 0.5% of GNI.

Other highlights

The economy is undergoing massive adjustment in banking, the 
housing market, the government budget and the labour market, 
leaving a large impact on public debt and unemployment. After 
two years of deep recession, activity reached a bottom in the 
first half of 2010. A mild recovery is projected to be driven by 
exports, while domestic demand is likely to remain sluggish. 
The government intends to continue policies to bring the fiscal 
accounts closer to balance and to restore competitiveness. The 
banking restructuring strategy comes at a high cost for the public 
finances and is creating stress in the Irish sovereign debt market. 
– OECD Economic Outlook 2010

Ireland was hit particularly hard by the bursting of a property 
bubble, with employment in construction down by 37% in the 
year to mid-2009. – OECD Insights, From Crisis to Recovery

In 2009 Ireland, saw its first negative net migration since the 
mid-1990s. In 2008, there were 3 900 applicants for asylum 
(600 were recognised), the lowest number since 1997. – OECD 
International Migration Outlook 2010

Infant mortality rates in Ireland have fallen dramatically over the 
past few decades, to one of the lowest rates globally, with 3.1 deaths 
per 1,000 live births in 2007. – OECD Health Data 2009: Ireland 

In education, Ireland was ranked 17th overall in the PISA 2009 
survey, down seven places from 2006. – OECD PISA 2009 at a 
Glance

For the 26 OECD countries with comparable data, about 10% 
of young people graduate from vocationally oriented tertiary 
education (tertiary-type B). In Ireland, this rate is over 20%.

Ireland is one of the only countries where financial rewards 
from tertiary education benefit women more than men. – OECD 
Highlights from Education at a Glance 2010

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 179.3 16.0 1960-2009: +785%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -7.6 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 41116 5634 1960-2009: +483%

Population  (thousands) 4298 2832 1960-2009: +52%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -12.2 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 72.7 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 22.9 28.9 2000-2008: -21%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 62.5 58.0 1961-2009: +8%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 12.0 5.7 1960-2009: +112%

Women as % of labour force  45.9 26.7 1961-2009: +72%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 14.8 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 79.9 70.0 1960-2008: +14%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 8.7 3.7 1960-2008: +135%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 45.0 30.5 2000-2007: +48%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 17.3 24.9 1990-2008: -31%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1549 1981 1983-2009: -22%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 4.7 5.2 1995-2007: -11%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 1.4 0.7 1981-2008: +114%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 19.5 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 3.7 0.6 1971-2008: +517%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 9.8 7.3 1971-2008: +35%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 78.3 38.5 1970-2008: +104%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.5 0.3 1995-2009: +89%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 15.7 7.8 1998-2007: +102%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 146 28 2000-2007: +422% 

* or nearest available year
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The growth of energy consumption in the transport, residential 
and tertiary sectors has resulted in CO2 emissions per capita well 
above the OECD average. Waste generation per capita is among 
the highest in the OECD. – OECD Environmental Performance 
Review: Ireland 2010

See www.oecd.org/ireland
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Joined the OECD: 1961

Head of Government: Prime Minister (Taoiseach) Enda Kenny

Ambassador to the OECD: Paul Murray

Government: Fine Gael/Labour coalition

Next major election: Expected 2015/16

Parliament website: www.oireachtas.ie

Main employer group: Irish Business and Employers Confederation (IBEC)

Main trade union: Irish Congress of Trade Unions

Capital city: Dublin

National holiday: 17 March

OECD Environmental Performance Reviews: 
Ireland 2010

This 2010 review of Ireland’s environmental conditions and policies evaluates progress in reducing the pollution 
burden, improving natural resource management, integrating environmental and economic policies, and 
strengthening international co-operation. It fi nds that since the last review, substantial progress 
has been achieved. Environmental policies have been improved, and a series of 
actions have been taken to support the development of an innovation-based, 
green, low-carbon economy. Institutions have been strengthened and signifi cant 
investments were made in environmentally related infrastructure. As a result, Ireland 
generally has good air and water quality. Energy intensity, or energy use per unit 
of GDP, is the lowest among OECD countries. Nevertheless, signifi cant challenges 
remain, and the review presents 38 policy recommendations to address issues such as 
water, air, biodiversity and international environmental co-operation.
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Snapshots

Israel

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 206.6 115.2 1995-2009: +67%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) 0.8 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 27764 21443 1995-2009: +25%

Population  (thousands) 7170 2114 1960-2009: +239%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -2.4 .. 

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -5.8 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 79.2 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 21.7 29.0 2000-2008: -25%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 59.8 50.9 1985-2008: +18%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 6.1 4.8 1980-2008: +27%

Life expectancy  (years) 81.1 71.8 1971-2008: +13%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 7.8 5.5 1975-2008: +42%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 36.9 29.4 2002-2007: +25%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1943 1952 2004-2008: 0%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 7.4 8.4 1995-2007: -12%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 4.9 2.3 1991-2008: +110%

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 3.5 3.0 1985-2007: +17%

CO
2 
emissions  (tonnes per capita) 8.6 4.7 1971-2008: +86%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 40.8 32.7 1995-2008: +25%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 48 3 1995-2007: +1590%

• GDP in Israel rose by 67% between 1995 and 2009.

• General government debt came to 79.2% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

• Unemployment stood at 6.1%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1980 it was 4.8%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 3.5% of Israel’s energy supply, 
compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

Other highlights

Recovery from the relatively mild downturn has already tightened 
the labour market and growth may be running somewhat above 
potential by the end of 2012. Annual inflation is currently well 
within the 1-3% target band but is likely to trend towards the 
upper limit. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

In the latest available internationally comparable breakdown of 
public spending, defence accounted for 17% of total spending, 
which is similar to that on education and higher than that on 
health. Combined with interest payments on public debt, this 
implies that primary civilian spending is low compared with 
OECD countries. As of 2008 it was 33% of GDP, which at 
that time was lower than the vast majority of OECD countries.  
– OECD Economic Surveys: Israel 2010
 
Poverty rates in Israel are higher than in any OECD country. 
Many low-skilled Jewish and Arab workers, Palestinian cross-
border workers and workers from overseas are employed at wages 
close to or even below the minimum wage, and the presence of 
cheap foreign labour exerts downward pressure on wages at the 
bottom end of the distribution. – Reviews of Labour Market and 
Social Policies: Israel 2010

The age structure is relatively youthful, with a sizeable 44% of 
the population below the age of 25. – OECD Review of Agricultural 
Policies 2010: Israel

Israel was ranked 30th overall in the PISA 2009 survey. – OECD 
PISA 2009 at a Glance

Israel has a high level of educational attainment: in 2008 44% 
of the population aged 25-64 had a tertiary qualification. In an 
attempt to keep Israel’s leading scientists from leaving the country, 
the government recently approved the creation and funding of 30 
centres of academic excellence. 

Israel had the highest gross expenditure on R&D (GERD) in 2008 
at 4.9% of GDP. – OECD Science, Technology and Industry Outlook 
2010

The country’s high proportion of later graduations corresponds to 
the time spent in mandatory military service before embarking on 
tertiary studies. As a result, the median age of graduation from a 

* or nearest available year
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university-level (tertiary-type A) programme is 27, two years above 
the OECD average. – OECD Highlights from Education at a Glance 
2010

Israel is unique among developed countries in that 94% of 
agricultural land is state-owned and only 6% is in private hands. – 
OECD Review of Agricultural Policies 2010: Israel

See www.oecd.org/israel
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Country information

Joined the OECD: 2010

Head of Government: Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

Ambassador to the OECD: Nimrod Barkan

Government: Coalition led by the Likud Party

Next major election: 2012

Parliament website: www.knesset.gov.il

Main employer group: Manufacturers’ Association of Israel (MAI)

Main trade union: The Histadrut (General Federation of Laborers in Israel)

Capital city: Jerusalem

National holiday: 10 May 2011; moving date according to the Jewish Calendar 

(5th of Iyar)

OECD Reviews of Labour Market and Social 
Policies: Israel

This review of Israeli labour market and social policy fi nds that Israel has enjoyed strong economic growth over 
the last decade, but the benefi ts of this are unevenly distributed. Poverty rates are higher than in any OECD 
country, which refl ects the deep social and economic divides in Israeli society. On one side, there 
is the general Jewish population with poverty and employment rates similar to those 
of OECD countries. On the other, there are Arabs and ultra-Orthodox Jews, or 
Haredim, who have large families, poor educational outcomes and low employment 
rates. As a result, just over half of Arab and Haredi families live in poverty. Almost 
half of all children entering primary school in Israel come from one of these two 
groups, so profound policy changes are needed to prevent future generations of Arabs 
and Haredim from being scarred by the disadvantages these population groups face 
today. Progress has been made in many of these areas. New legislation and initiatives 
have been introduced. The challenge is how to make reform work in practice. The 
consequences of not doing so would be devastating.
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Snapshots

Italy

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 1921.6 390.5 1960-2009: +279%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -5.0 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 31887 7779 1960-2009: +222%

Population  (thousands) 58934 50200 1960-2009: +17%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -5.5 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 127.7 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 46.5 46.9 2000-2008: -1%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 57.5 52.0 1970-2009: +10%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 7.9 5.7 1960-2009: +39%

Women as % of labour force  40.5 30.9 1960-2009: +31%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 11.4 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 81.5 69.8 1961-2007: +17%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 9.5 7.3 1988-2009: +30%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 35.0 19.0 2000-2007: +84%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 25.7 28.7 1990-2008: -10%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1773 1859 1980-2009: -5%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 4.5 4.6 1995-2007: -3%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 1.2 0.9 1981-2008: +38%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 20.5 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 8.2 5.6 1971-2008: +46%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 7.2 5.4 1971-2008: +33%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 29.1 15.7 1970-2008: +86%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.2 0.2 1995-2009: +6%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 520 60 1990-2007: +764%

• GDP in Italy rose by 279% between 1960 and 2009.

• General government debt came to 127.7% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 7.9%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 5.7%.

• Women made up 40.5% of the labour force, up 31% since 
1960, and below the OECD average.

• Self-employment, at 25.7%, was above the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 20.5% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 8.2% of Italy’s energy supply, 
compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 0.2% of GNI.

Other highlights

After one of the deepest recessions in the OECD area, Italy’s 
economy has begun a moderate recovery. Investment and exports 
will lead the upturn in demand. Unemployment may be near its 
peak, but as use of the Cassa Integrazione wage support schemes 
unwinds it may not fall very fast. Household income growth will 
remain sluggish and depend on a recovery in self-employment 
income, which dropped severely during the downturn. – OECD 
Economic Outlook 2010 

The employment rate in Italy is well below average for OECD 
countries. Measured on the population aged 15-64, only 59% of 
Italians are employed, compared with an EU average of 67% and 
an OECD average of 69%. The gap between female and male 
employment has been falling faster in Italy than in most other 
countries, but remains relatively high by OECD standards. 
– OECD Economic Survey of Italy 2009 

Public spending on old-age and survivors’ benefits has been the 
highest of OECD countries for some time. Pensions also account 
for the largest share of total public spending in OECD countries, 
with pensions taking nearly 30% of the budget, compared with an 
OECD average of 16%. – OECD Pensions at a Glance 2009

The obesity rate among adults, based on self-reported height and 
weight, was 9.9% in 2008, up from 7% in 1994. The average 
for the 21 OECD countries with self-reported data was 14.9% in 
2008. – OECD Health Data 2010: Italy 

In education, Italy was ranked 26th overall in the PISA 2009 
survey, up two places from 2006. Compulsory school education in 
Italy produces poor results in terms of 15-year olds’ performance 
on PISA tests, compared with other OECD countries, despite 
a relatively high level of expenditure. – OECD PISA 2009 at a 
Glance

* or nearest available year

COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS



Overall educational attainment in Italy is low, with 14% of the 
workforce qualifi ed at the tertiary level in 2008. 

Between 1998 and 2008, Italy had a stable 12.5 triadic patents per 
million population, and it had a relatively low 1.5% country share 
in triadic patent families. Its 743 scientifi c articles per million 
population in 2008 were around the OECD average; output has 
grown by a robust average annual 4% since 1998. Italy’s share 
in world scientifi c publishing was 2% in 2008. – OECD Science, 
Technology and Industry Outlook 2010

See www.oecd.org/italy
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Country information

Joined the OECD: 1961

Head of Government: Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi

Ambassador to the OECD: Carlo Maria Oliva

Delegation website: www.rappocse.esteri.it

Government: Coalition led by Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi

Next major election: 2013

Parliament website: www.parlamento.it

Main employer groups: Confi ndustria (General Confederation of Italian Industry), 

Italian Banking Association (ABI)

Main trade unions:  Italian General Confederation of Labour (CGIL), Italian 

Confederation of Workers’ Trade Unions (CISL), Italian Labour Union (UIL) 

Capital city: Rome

National holiday: 2 June

OECD Territorial Reviews: Venice, Italy 2010

This review of Venice, Italy offers a comprehensive assessment of the city-region’s economy and the extent to 
which its land use, labour market and environmental policies embrace a metropolitan vision. A new understanding 
of the provinces of Padua, Treviso and Venice as an interconnected city-region of 2.6 million people guides this 
study. Venice ranks as among the most dynamic and productive city-regions in the OECD, with high 
employment levels and growth rates. Though it has thrived on a model of small fi rms 
and industrial clusters, it is undergoing a deep economic transformation. Venice 
confronts growing environmental challenges as a result of rising traffi c congestion 
and costly infrastructure pressures, exacerbated by sprawl. Demographics are 
also changing, due to ageing inhabitants, immigrant settlement and the rapid 
depopulation of the historic city of Venice. 
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Snapshots

Japan

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 4139.6 453.4 1960-2009: +640%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -5.2 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 33850 4808 1960-2009: +448%

Population  (thousands) 127395 94302 1960-2009: +35%

Budget deficit (% of GDP) -7.4 .. 

Public debt (% of GDP) 192.8 .. 

All-in tax rate  

(average worker, % of labour cost) 29.5 24.8 2000-2008: +19%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 70.0 45.4 1962-2009: +54%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 5.1 1.7 1960-2009: +205%

Women as % of labour force  42.0 40.7 1960-2009: +3%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 14.9 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 82.7 67.8 1960-2008: +22%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 8.1 3.0 1960-2007: +170%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 38.8 25.4 1995-2007: +53%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 13.0 22.3 1990-2008: -42%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1714 2243 1970-2009: -24%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 4.9 5.0 1995-2007: -1%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 3.4 2.3 1981-2008: +47%

Broadband access  

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 24.8 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 3.2 2.7 1971-2008: +19%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 9.0 7.2 1971-2008: +25%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 17.4 10.2 1970-2008: +70%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.2 0.3 1995-2009: -34%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 543 201 1990-2007: +169%

•  GDP in Japan rose by 640% between 1960 and 2009.

• General government debt came to 192.8% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 5.1%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 1.7%.

•  Women made up 42.0% of the labour force, up 3% since 1960, 
and slightly below the OECD average.

• Self-employment, at 13.0%, was below the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 24.8% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 3.2% of Japan’s energy supply, 
compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 0.2% of GNI.

Other highlights

Japan has responded to slowing growth with two fiscal packages in 
late 2010, which will support activity in 2011, with annual growth 
projected to reach 1.75%. As the impact of the fiscal stimulus fades, 
stronger private domestic demand, underpinned by improving 
labour market conditions and high corporate profitability, will 
support the expansion through 2012. Nevertheless, deflation is 
projected to continue, with unemployment remaining above its 
pre-crisis level.

The economic impact of the global crisis has been large, with 
GDP declining from peak to trough by more than 8%, yet the 
unemployment rate increased only modestly by 0.6 percentage 
points. The weak response of unemployment to the decline in 
aggregate demand reflects the high degree to which Japanese 
firms have held on to their workers during the downturn. This 
can be explained by the relative flexibility of hours and wages in 
Japan. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010 

Between 2000-2009, the personal income tax burden increased 
across all family types in Japan. – OECD Taxing Wages 2009

In the year to April 2009, industrial production fell by 30% in 
Japan, compared to 20% in the euro area. 

In education, Japan was ranked 3rd overall in the PISA 2009 survey, 
up four places from 2006. – OECD PISA 2009 at a Glance

Japan is the OECD’s “oldest” country in demographic terms, 
with just 2.6 people of working age for every person aged over 
65, compared with an OECD average of 4. – OECD Pensions at a 
Glance 2009

The country with the highest life expectancy was Japan, at 82.7 
years, compared to the OECD average of 79.2 years. – OECD 
Factbook 2010

* or nearest available year

COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS



In Japan, one-third or more of top performers in science come
from less advantaged social backgrounds, compared with a
quarter for many other OECD countries. – OECD Highlights from 
Education at a Glance 2009

Solar heating is projected to meet 23% of the heating demand in
Japan in 2035. – IEA World Energy Outlook 2010

See www.oecd.org/japan
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Country information

Joined the OECD: 1964

Head of Government: Prime Minister Naoto Kan

Ambassador to the OECD: Motohide Yoshikawa

Delegation website: www.oecd.emb-japan.go.jp/home/english.htm

Government: Coalition led by the Democratic Party of Japan

Next major election: 2013

Parliament website: www.shugiin.go.jp/index.nsf/html/index_e.htm;   

www.sangiin.go.jp/eng/index.htm

Main employer group: Nippon-Keidanren

Main trade union: Japanese Trade Union Confederation (RENGO)

Capital city: Tokyo

National day: Emperor’s Birthday, currently 23 December

OECD Environmental Performance Reviews:
Japan 2010
This 2010 review of Japan’s environmental conditions and policies evaluates progress in reducing the pollution
burden, improving natural resource management, integrating environmental and economic policies, and
strengthening international co-operation. The review fi nds that since the last review, Japan has
made steady progress in addressing a range of environmental issues, notably air
and water pollution, and the management of chemicals and waste. At the same
time, several more complex, long-term challenges have come to the fore: climate
change, sound waste, materials management, and  biodiversity conservation. Much
of the last decade was characterised by sluggish economic growth, and environment
and green innovation are targeted as key drivers of future growth and job creation in
Japan’s New Growth Strategy.
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Snapshots

Korea

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 1324.4 72.1 1970-2009:  +1485%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) 0.2 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 27169 2235 1970-2009: +948%

Population  (thousands) 48747 25012 1960-2009: +95%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -1.8 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 32.6 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 20.3 16.3 2000-2008: +25%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 62.9 59.2 1980-2009: +6%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 3.6 8.1 1963-2009: -55%

Women as % of labour force  41.6 34.8 1963-2009: +19%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 14.6 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 79.9 52.4 1960-2008: +52%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 6.5 3.9 1980-2008: +67%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 31.3 39.5 1990-2008: -21%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 2256 2876 1980-2008: -22%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 7.0 6.1 1995-2007: +15%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 3.4 1.8 1991-2008: +91%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 33.5 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 1.5 0.6 1971-2008: +150%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 10.3 1.6 1971-2008: +551%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 53.5 17.7 1970-2008: +202%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.1 0.1 2009-2009: 0%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 75 32 2004-2007: +132%

•  GDP in Korea rose by 1485% between 1970 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 32.6% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 3.6%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1963 it was 8.1%.

•  Women made up 41.6% of the labour force, up from 34.8%  
in 1963, and below the OECD average.

• Self-employment, at 31.3%, was above the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 33.5% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 1.5% of Korea’s energy supply, 
compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 0.1% of GNI.

Other highlights

Although Korea’s strong recovery from the 2008 global recession 
slowed in the latter half of 2010, double-digit export growth and 
buoyant domestic demand are projected to boost growth to 5% by 
late 2011. The decline in unemployment to less than 3.5% in mid-
2010 and high capacity utilisation are putting upward pressure on 
wages and inflation. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

At 11.8%, the personal average tax rate is among the lowest in the 
OECD. – OECD Taxing Wages 2009

Total health spending accounted for 6.5% of GDP in Korea in 2008, 
the third lowest share among OECD countries, and 2.5 percentage 
points lower than the OECD average of 9%. 

Suicide rates in Korea have increased rapidly. Male rates almost 
tripled from 12 deaths per 100 000 in 1990 to 32 in 2006, almost 
twice the OECD average of 18. The rate for females (13 per 100 000) 
is the highest among OECD countries. – OECD Health Data 2010: 
Korea 

The level of education attainment among young people is very 
high: 97% of 25 to 34-year-olds have completed upper secondary 
education and 53% have tertiary education. Korea was among top 
performers in the OECD’s latest PISA survey of reading literacy 
among 15-year olds. 

In education, Korea was ranked 2nd overall in the PISA 2009 survey, 
the same as in 2006. – OECD PISA 2009 at a Glance

Korea has one of the highest rates of spending on educational 
institutions, with at least 7% of GDP accounted for by public and 
private spending on educational institutions. In lower secondary 
education, Korea has 35 students per class, compared with an 
average class size of 24 students for the OECD area. – OECD 

* or nearest available year

COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS



Highlights from Education at a Glance 2010

The “Green New Deal” policy was launched in January 2009 as a 
part of an economic recovery package. Some KRW 50 trillion have 
been invested to create 960 000 jobs from 2009 to 2012 in, for 
example, environmentally-friendly transportation networks, water 
management and river rehabilitation, clean energy, green IT, and 
waste-to-energy. – OECD Interim Report of the Green Growth Strategy 
2010

See www.oecd.org/korea
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Country information

Joined the OECD: 1996

Head of State: President Lee Myung-bak

Ambassador to the OECD: Hur Kyung-Wook

Delegation website: http://oecd.mofat.go.kr

Government: Grand National Party

Next major election: December 2012 (presidential)

Parliament website: www.assembly.go.kr

Main employer group: The Federation of Korean Industries

Main trade union: Federation of Korean Trade Unions

Capital city: Seoul

National holiday: 15 August

OECD Reviews of Innovation Policy: Korea 2009

This report assesses the current status of Korea’s innovation system and policies, and identifi es where and how 
the government should focus its efforts to improve the country’s innovation capabilities. It fi nds that Korea’s 
exceptional economic success over the last half century has been driven in no small part by a fi rm commitment to 
innovation. Among its strengths, Korea has one of the highest rates of spending on R&D in the world, 
much of which is performed by private fi rms. It also has a highly educated labour force–
as signalled by its impressive PISA performance and exceptionally high rates of 
tertiary level graduation–with a strong interest in science and technology. However, 
a number of bottlenecks persist. These include a relatively weak SME sector and 
weak performance in services, as well as lagging capacities to conduct leading-edge 
research in many areas. Furthermore, Korea faces numerous threats in the medium-
term, notably increased levels of competition from China and other newly-industrialising 
economies, the lowest fertility rate in the OECD, an ageing society and a continuing 
high dependency on imports of natural resources, particularly hydrocarbons.
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Snapshots

Luxembourg

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 41.7 4.8 1960-2009: +531%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -3.7 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 83802 15419 1960-2009: +317%

Population  (thousands) 475 314 1960-2009: +51%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -2.3 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 18.0 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 35.9 37.5 2000-2008: -4%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 65.2 58.6 1983-2009: +11%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 4.0 0.1 1974-2009: +6031%

Women as % of labour force  43.4 27.0 1970-2008: +60%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 8.1 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 80.6 69.4 1960-2008: +16%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 7.2 3.1 1970-2006: +132%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 5.9 9.1 1990-2008: -35%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1601 1778 1983-2009: -10%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 1.6 1.7 2000-2008: -2%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 31.9 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 2.4 0.2 1972-2008: +1100%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 21.3 45.1 1971-2008: -53%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 156.5 81.3 1970-2008: +93%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 1.0 0.4 1995-2009: +177%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 36.2 30.9 1995-2007: +17%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 73 5 1995-2007: +1450%

•  GDP in Luxembourg rose by 531% between 1960 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 18.0% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 4.0%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1974 it was 0.1%.

•  Women made up 43.4% of the labour force, up 60% since 
1970, and slightly below the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 5.9%, was below the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 31.9% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 2.4% of Luxembourg’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 1.0% of GNI.

Other highlights

A recovery is under way, led by private domestic demand. Exports 
of financial services should start to contribute more strongly to 
growth as financial market conditions improve. Activity is projected 
to grow faster than the euro area average, although uncertainties 
remain regarding the future of the dominant financial sector in 
the medium term. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

Although the financial crisis had a strong impact on Luxembourg’s 
economy at the end of 2008, the unemployment rate has levelled 
off in recent years at about 4% of the labour force. Out of all 
OECD countries, Luxembourg has the highest percentage of 
foreigners in relation to its total population, and this percentage 
is rising steadily.

Foreign residents play a key role in Luxembourg’s labour force, 
but not as great as their proportion of the total population would 
suggest. This is partly due to the large number of cross-border 
workers (nearly 150 000), who accounted for 43.8% of total 
employment in 2008 (as against 20% in 1990). The French are 
the largest group (47%), followed by Belgians (23%) and Germans 
(23 %). – OECD International Migration Outlook 2010

Between 2000 and 2009, the tax wedge–a measure of the 
difference between the total cost to an employer of employing 
someone and that person’s net take-home pay–decreased for all 
family types in Luxembourg.  – OECD Taxing Wages 2009

In education, Luxembourg came 28th overall in the PISA 2009 
survey, down five slots from 2006 (see article in this Yearbook). 
– OECD PISA 2009 at a Glance 

In healthcare, the number of CT and MRI exams per capita is 
above average in Luxembourg.

* or nearest available year

COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS



In comparison to other European countries, children in 
Luxembourg are among the least likely to exercise regularly.
– OECD Health at a Glance Europe: 2010

Luxembourg has the highest per capita CO
2
 emissions in the 

OECD. – OECD Economic Surveys: Luxembourg 2010

See www.oecd.org/luxembourg
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Country information

Joined the OECD: 1961

Head of Government: Prime Minister Jean-Claude Juncker

Ambassador to the OECD: Georges Santer

Government: Christian Social People’s Party and Socialist Party

Next major election: 2014

Parliament website: www.chd.lu

Main employer groups : FEDIL, UEL

Main trade unions: OGBL/LCGB

Capital city: Luxembourg

National holiday: 23 June

OECD Environmental Performance Reviews: 
Luxembourg 2010

The OECD’s 2010 review of Luxembourg’s environmental conditions and progress in air, water, waste and 
materials management; nature and biodiversity; the environment-economy interface; the environment-
social interface; and international commitments and co-operation. The analyses presented are 
supported by a broad range of economic and environmental data and include 
recommendations for further environmental and sustainable development progress. 
It fi nds that Luxembourg’s environmental policies have achieved signifi cant results, 
but there is room for further progress, particularly regarding sanitation, nature 
and biodiversity conservation, greenhouse gas emissions, and–more generally–
sustainable development. 41 recommendations are made in the report.
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Snapshots

Mexico

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 1535.2 173.1 1960-2009: +572%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -6.5 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 15233 4570 1960-2009: +137%

Population  (thousands) 107551 37877 1960-2009: +184%

Public debt   (% of GDP)                                  36.7          .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 15.1 12.6 2000-2008: +20%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 59.4 58.0 1991-2009: +3%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 5.2 3.8 1970-2009: +38%

Women as % of labour force  37.5 19.8 1970-2009: +90%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 18.4 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 75.3 57.5 1960-2009: +31%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 5.9 4.4 1990-2008: +34%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 33.9 31.9 1990-2008: +6%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1857 1822 1991-2009: +2%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 5.7 5.1 1995-2007: +13%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 0.4 0.2 1993-2007: +87%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 9.2 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 9.6 16.8 1971-2008: -43%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 3.8 1.9 1971-2008: +97%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 29.4 8.7 1970-2008: +239%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 45 22 2004-2007: +106%

•  GDP in Mexico rose by 572% between 1960 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 90.6% of GDP for the 
OECD; public sector debt was 36.7% for Mexico.

•  Unemployment stood at 5.2%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1970 it was 3.8%.

•  Women made up 37.5% of the labour force, up 90% since 
1970, and below the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 33.9%, was above the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 9.2% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 9.6% of Mexico’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

Other highlights

The Mexican economy has embarked on a vigorous recovery, which 
started in 2009 on the back of strong export growth. Activity is 
projected to grow by 5% in 2010, before slowing somewhat to a bit 
below 3.5% in 2011, as export dynamics normalise. The reliance 
on exports to the US market, where the recovery has weakened, is 
a source of risk. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

Simulation evidence for Mexico suggests that the negative impact 
of the crisis of 2008-09 on formal employment is likely to be 
much larger than that during previous crisis episodes – OECD 
Employment Outlook 2010

Due to the economic crisis, migration flows from and through 
Mexico to the United States fell markedly in 2009. Stricter 
enforcement by the US also contributed to this decrease.

Migration continues to be dominated by the outflow of Mexican 
migrants and Central and South American transit migrants to 
the United States. Recently emigration of skilled Mexicans to 
the United States has increased. – OECD International Migration 
Outlook 2010

At 15.3%, the tax wedge–a measure of the difference between 
labour costs to the employer and the corresponding net take-home 
pay of the employee–for a single person at the average wage level 
in Mexico is among the lowest (15.3%) in the OECD.
Mexico is one of five OECD member countries where the personal 
income tax burden increased across all family types between 
2000-2009. – OECD Taxing Wages 2009

In education, Mexico was ranked last of all OECD countries in 
the 2009 PISA survey of performance among 15-year-olds. Most 
compulsory schooling is provided by public institutions, though 
enrolments in independent private schools exceed 10%.  – OECD 
Highlights from Education at a Glance 2010

* or nearest available year
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With 46% of health spending paid from public sources in 2008, 
Mexico and the United States have the lowest public share in 
overall health spending of all OECD countries. The OECD average 
was 72.8%. – OECD Health Data 2010: Mexico

Mexico has one of the lowest levels of R&D spending in the OECD 
area as a percentage of GDP. R&D intensity (GERD as a percentage 
of GDP) in 2009 was just 0.4%, compared to an average of 2.3% 
for the OECD. – OECD Economic Surveys: Mexico 2010

See www.oecd.org/mexico
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Improving Schools: Strategies for Action in Mexico

This report develops comparative knowledge for reforms in teacher and school management policies in the 
context of an OECD member country: Mexico. Mexico’s education outcomes can be improved by enhancing 
the effectiveness of its schools. The standards gap between the performance of students in Mexico and other 
OECD countries can only be reduced if schools become good at what they do. This report looks at 
key issues and challenges faced by the Mexican education system and provides policy 
recommendations on school management, leadership and teacher policies. 
These recommendations have been developed by considering the outcomes, 
quality and standards of education and schools in Mexico in terms of what is 
known internationally about effective schools, and by adapting this knowledge to the 
Mexican context. 
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Snapshots

Netherlands

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 675.2 125.7 1960-2009: +318%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -3.9 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 40852 10944 1960-2009: +193%

Population  (thousands) 16418 11487 1960-2009: +43%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -4.5 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 69.4 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 45.0 39.7 2000-2008: +13% 

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 75.8 56.7 1971-2009: +34%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 2.8 0.7 1960-2008: +284%

Women as % of labour force  45.6 27.5 1975-2008: +66%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 7.7 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 80.3 73.5 1960-2009: +9%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 9.9 6.9 1972-2008: +43%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 42.8 28.5 1995-2007: +50%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 13.2 11.6 1990-2008: +13%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1378 1424 1987-2009: -3%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 5.6 5.4 1995-2007: +4%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 1.8 1.8 1981-2008: +0%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 37.1 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 4.5 0.3 1975-2008:   

   +1400%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 10.8 9.8 1971-2008: +10%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 72.6 42.5 1969-2008: +71%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.8 0.8 1995-2009: +1%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 10.7 9.1 1995-2007: +18%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 877 107 1990-2007: +720%

•  GDP in the Netherlands rose by 318% between 1960  
and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 69.4% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 2.8%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 0.7%.

•  Women made up 45.6% of the labour force, up 66% since 
1975, and slightly above the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 13.2%, was below the OECD average  
of 15.8%. 

•  Some 37.1% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 4.5% of the Netherlands’ 
energy supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 0.8% of GNI.

Other highlights

As the temporary growth spurt in the first half of 2010 fades, the 
economy is becoming more reliant on the recovery in world trade. 
Private consumption is likely to be subdued by fiscal tightening, 
a fragile housing market and pension funds’ recovery measures. 
Low capacity utilisation will prevent more than a gradual pick-up 
in business investment. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

The Netherlands rank among the top tier of OECD exporters in 
information and communications technologies, which reached a 
total of $815 billion in 2008 for the OECD as a whole. 

In employment, over 25% of all those working were in part-time 
jobs.  – OECD Factbook 2010

Between 2000-2009 , the tax wedge–a measure of the difference 
between labour costs to the employer and the corresponding 
net take-home pay of the employee–decreased strongly by 8.7 
percentage points for single workers and by 6 percentage points 
for married couples where the principal earner earns the average 
wage and the spouse earns two-thirds of the average wage.

Between 2000-2009,  the personal income tax burden  increased 
across all family types in the Netherlands. – OECD Taxing Wages 
2009 

The share of people working in the health and social sectors 
in 2008 is highest in the Netherlands and Nordic countries, 
accounting for 15% or more of total employment. 

Obesity more than doubled in the Netherlands between 1988 
and 2008. Meanwhile, healthcare reform in the Netherlands in 
2006 resulted in the government heavily regulating the market 
for compulsory health insurance: insurers are obliged to accept 
anybody and the insurance premium is unrelated to individual 
risks. – OECD Health at a Glance: Europe 2010

* or nearest available year
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In education, the Netherlands came 6th in the PISA 2009 global 
survey of performance among 15-year-olds. At least 90% of Dutch 
students are enrolled in learning for a period of 14 or more years. – 
OECD Highlights from Education at a Glance 2010

The Netherlands has one of the strongest patent intensities of all 
OECD countries. In 2008, it had 66 triadic patents per million 
population, well above the OECD average. It also had 1 331 scientifi c 
publications per million population, the eighth highest in the 
OECD, and accounted for 1.3% of world output. – OECD Science, 
Technology and Industry Outlook 2010

See www.oecd.org/netherlands
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Country information

Joined the OECD: 1961

Head of Government: Prime Minister Mark Rutte

Ambassador to the OECD: Edmond H. Wellenstein

Delegation website: www.oeso.nlvertegenwoordiging.org

Government: Coalition led by the VVD and the PVV/CDA

Next major election: 2014

Parliament website: www.tweedekamer.nl

Main employer groups: VNO/NCW

Main trade unions: FNV/CNV

Capital city: Amsterdam

National holiday: 30 April

OECD Economic Surveys: Netherlands 2010

The OECD’s 2010 economic survey of the Netherlands’ economy. This edition includes chapters covering 
boosting growth after the crisis, making the pension system less vulnerable, how transport can contribute to 
better outcomes, and fl exibility in the housing market. It fi nds that the global crisis led the Netherlands into 
deep recession, despite a decisive government intervention to support the fi nancial sector and a 
timely fi scal stimulus. The increase in unemployment was surprisingly limited, refl ecting, 
among other factors, a severe pre-crisis overheating of the labour market. Growth 
recommenced in mid-2009. Looking ahead, the recovery is expected to gather 
pace relatively slowly. In this context, the main challenges for the government 
coming in after the June 2010 general election are to exit from stimulus policies and 
to boost potential growth in an ageing society.
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Snapshots

New Zealand

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 124.9 30.5 1960-2009: +230%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -0.4 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 29176 12817 1960-2009: +86%

Population  (thousands) 4224 2382 1960-2009: +77%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -1.2 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 34.5 .. 

All-in tax rate 

(average worker, % of labour cost) 21.2 19.4 2000-2008: +9%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 72.9 72.3 1986-2009: +1%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 6.2 0.1 1960-2009:   

   +5227%

Women as % of labour force  47.0 24.8 1960-2009: +90%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 10.8 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 80.4 71.1 1961-2008: +13%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 9.8 5.2 1970-2008: +88%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 47.6 32.7 1995-2007: +46%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 17.3 19.7 1990-2008: -12%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1729 1836 1986-2009: -6%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 5.9 5.9 2007-2007: 0%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 1.2 1.0 1981-2007: +22%

Broadband access 

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 23.2 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 33.9 .. 

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 7.7 4.8 1971-2008: +61%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 32.8 23.7 1970-2008: +38%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.3 0.2 1995-2009: +27%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 21.6 16.5 1998-2007: +31%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 15 8 1995-2007: +96%

•  GDP in New Zealand rose by 230% between 1960 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 34.5% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 6.2%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 0.1%.

•  Women made up 47.0% of the labour force, up 90% since 
1960, and above the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 17.3%, was above the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 23.2% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 33.9% of New Zealand’s 
energy supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 0.3% of GNI.

Other highlights

Growth slowed in 2010, mainly as high indebtedness and economic 
uncertainty weigh on households and firms. A major earthquake 
in September exacerbated near-term weakness, though providing 
a boost to activity as reconstruction gathers pace. The recovery 
will become self-sustaining as businesses hire and invest to meet 
reviving export and consumer demand. 
– OECD Economic Outlook 2010
 
OECD foreign-born population shares are growing rapidly. New 
Zealand, at 4%, has registered a particularly high change in the 
immigrant share of the population. – OECD Society at a Glance 
2009 

New Zealand is one of only two OECD countries that levy no social 
security contributions at all on employees. – OECD Taxing Wages 
2009

In healthcare, New Zealand is one of the lowest per capita spenders 
on pharmaceuticals, at just over 50% of the OECD average. This 
reflects a regulatory system that promotes the use of generics and 
the use of single supplier tenders to help reduce pharmaceutical 
prices. – OECD Health at a Glance 2009

In 2008, New Zealand had 2.5 practising physicians per 1 000 
population, well below the OECD average of 3.2. There were 9.7 
nurses per 1 000 population in New Zealand in 2008, a slightly 
higher figure than the average of 9 in OECD countries. – OECD 
Health Data 2010: New Zealand

In education, New Zealand was ranked 5th overall in the PISA 
2009 survey, down one place from 2006. – OECD PISA 2009 at 
a Glance

Gross domestic expenditure on R&D was 1.2% of GDP in 2007, 
slightly up from 1% in 2000, but this still leaves New Zealand 
among the bottom ten OECD countries and well below the OECD  

* or nearest available year
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average of 2.3%. – OECD Science, Technology and Industry Outlook 
2010

Modern renewable, mostly biomass, accounted for about one-fi fth 
of total industrial sector heat demand in New Zealand in 2008, 
one of the highest shares in the OECD area. – IEA World Energy 
Outlook 2010

See www.oecd.org/newzealand
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Country information

Joined the OECD: 1973

Head of Government: Prime Minister John Key

Ambassador to the OECD: Rosemary Banks

Delegation website: www.nzembassy.com/france

Government: Coalition led by the National Party, with the ACT party, the United 

Future Party and the M�ori Party

Next major election: Expected November 2011

Parliament website: www.parliament.govt.nz

Main employer group: BusinessNZ

Main trade union: New Zealand Council of Trade Unions (NZCTU)

Capital city: Wellington

National holiday: 6 February

OECD Economic Surveys: New Zealand 2009

The OECD’s periodic survey of New Zealand’s economy. This edition includes chapters covering macroeconomic 
adjustments in the current crisis, structural policies, and the health care system. It found that the global crisis  
hit New Zealand at a time when diffi cult domestic adjustment was underway. Its economy is among the most 
indebted in the OECD. Falling asset prices and a slump in credit demand mean that a process of debt 
reduction has started. Nevertheless persistent, large current-account defi cits and a high 
external debt render the economy especially vulnerable. In this report, the OECD 
projects that the economy will remain in recession through 2009, and recover only 
hesitantly in 2010.  
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Snapshots

Norway

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 266.5 36.8 1960-2009: +414%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -1.4 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 55187 10266 1960-2009: +289%

Population  (thousands) 4735 3581 1960-2009: +32%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) 9.6 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 49.5 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 37.7 38.6 2000-2008: -2%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 76.5 64.6 1972-2009: +18%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 3.2 1.2 1960-2009: +165%

Women as % of labour force  47.8 29.0 1960-2009: +64%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 6.8 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 80.6 73.8 1960-2008: +9%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 8.5 2.9 1960-2008: +193%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 43.4 26.2 1995-2007: +65%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 7.8 11.3 1990-2008: -31%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1407 1995 1962-2009: -29%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 5.5 5.9 1995-2007: -7%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 1.6 1.2 1981-2008: +39%

Broadband access 

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 33.9 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 43.4 40.9 1971-2008: +6%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 7.9 6.0 1971-2008: +31%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 38.4 37.0 1970-2008: +4%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 1.1 0.9 1995-2009: +23%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 9.5 5.5 1995-2007: +72%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 143 11 1990-2007: +1213%

•  GDP in Norway rose by 414% between 1960 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 49.5% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 3.2%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 1.2%.

•  Women made up 47.8% of the labour force, up 64% since 
1960, and above the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 7.8%, was below the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 33.9% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 43.4% of Norway’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 1.1% of GNI.

Other highlights

The economic recovery in mainland Norway (that is, not including 
the energy sector offshore), following a shallower recession than 
elsewhere, is projected to continue and gradually strengthen. For 
the first time in several years, public expenditure will not provide a 
strong boost to activity; private investment and consumption will 
be the main sources of demand growth. As from 2011, mainland 
GDP will be growing sufficiently rapidly to reduce excess capacity 
and by 2012 demand pressure will start to push inflation upwards 
again. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

At around 40% of total GDP, Norway’s public spending is around 
the OECD average, but places a relatively strong emphasis on 
social protection, health and education spending.  A new pension 
system with longevity adjustment and a flexible retirement age 
from 62 onwards, based on actuarially neutral adjustments, will 
be phased in from 2011.The early retirement system has been 
reformed for the private sector. No agreement was reached to 
reform the early retirement system for the public sector. – OECD 
Economic Policy Reforms 2010: Going for Growth

In terms of health spending per capita, Norway ranked the second 
highest among OECD countries in 2008 (after the US), with 
spending of $5 003 (adjusted for purchasing power parity), well 
above the OECD average of $3 060. – OECD Health Data 2010: 
Norway

In 2008, immigration to Norway continued at record-high levels. 
Net immigration of foreign nationals was 43 600 in 2008, 4 000 
more than in the previous record year of 2007, adding almost 1% 
to the overall population. – OECD International Migration Outlook 
2010

Norway’s performance on innovation outcomes is mixed. 
Scientific output is high: its 1 356 scientific articles per million 

* or nearest available year
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population in 2008 places it among the top ten OECD countries.
However, the 26 triadic patents per million population is below 
average. –OECD Science, Technology and Industry Outlook 2010

On the energy front, while oil and gas production is the most 
important industrial activity, an offshore renewable energy is also 
emerging strong. The world’s fi rst large-scale prototype fl oating 
wind turbine—the 2.3 MW Hywind prototype—started operation 
in 2009 in Norway. – IEA World Energy Outlook 2010

See www.oecd.org/norway
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Country information

Joined the OECD: 1961

Head of Government: Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg

Ambassador to the OECD: Harald Neple

Delegation website: www.norway-oecd.org

Government: Coalition led by the Labour Party

Next major election: 2013

Parliament website: www.stortinget.no

Main employer groups: The Confederation of Norwegian Enterprises (NHO), 
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Employers’ Association Spekter

Main trade unions: The Norwegian Confederation of Trade Unions (LO), The 
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Capital city: Oslo

National holiday: 17 May

OECD Economic Surveys: Norway 2010

The 2010 edition of OECD’s periodic review of Norway’s economy. This edition features chapters covering the 
impact of the crisis and Norway’s emergence from it, long-term challenges of fi scal policy, and sustainable 
development: climate change and fi sheries policies. It fi nds that Norway has ridden out the fi nancial crisis better 
than most OECD countries, with a shallower recession and unemployment likely to peak below 
4%. Its advantageous fi scal position made room for a massive budgetary stimulus 
complementing steep cuts in interest rates and substantial liquidity measures. The 
key challenge is now to withdraw the extraordinary policy support suffi ciently early 
to avoid overheating. Norway’s bold embrace of green growth objectives deserves 
praise, and the search for more cost-effective ways to pursue these objectives must 
continue.
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Snapshots

Poland

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 727.1 310.6 1995-2009: +84%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) 1.8 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 18125 8116 1995-2009: +86%

Population  (thousands) 37863 29406 1960-2009: +29%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -6.4 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 58.5 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 39.7 43.1 2000-2008: -8%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 59.3 59.9 1992-2009: -1%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 8.2 6.5 1990-2009: +26%

Women as % of labour force  45.0 45.1 1992-2009: 0%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 14.6 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 75.6 67.8 1960-2008: +12%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 7.0 4.8 1990-2008: +46%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 49.0 34.4 2000-2007: +42%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 22.9 27.2 1990-2008: -16%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1966 1988 2000-2009: -1%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 5.3 5.2 1995-2007: +2%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 0.6 0.9 1990-2008: -31%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 12.1 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 6.0 1.6 1971-2008: +275%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 7.8 8.7 1971-2008: -10%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 42.0 22.9 1990-2008: +83%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 19 1 1995-2007:  +3492%

•  GDP in Poland rose by 84% between 1995 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 58.5% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 8.2%, slightly above the OECD 
average of 8.1%; in 1990 it was 6.5%.

•  Women made up 45.0% of the labour force, almost unchanged 
since 1992, and slightly above the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 22.9%, was above the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 12.1% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 6.0% of Poland’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

Other highlights

A strong recovery is under way, thanks to booming exports, a 
recovery in private and public consumption and stock rebuilding. 
Poland was one of just a few OECD countries not to register 
a decline in GDP in 2009 and 2010; its economy grew by 1.9% 
in real terms. Real GDP growth is projected to be sustained by 
infrastructure investments, partly financed by EU funds, and 
driven to some extent by the 2012 European soccer championship 
(which it will co-host with Ukraine). 

After bottoming in summer 2010, inflation is projected to rise, 
pointing to the need for an early start to monetary tightening, given 
the long lags involved. The general government deficit is likely to 
ease to below 7% of GDP in 2011. Barriers to entrepreneurship 
have recently been lowered with the creation of a one-stop shop 
for start-ups and the possibility to suspend activity when needed. – 
OECD Economic Outlook 2010

Poland was one of eleven OECD member countries where the 
average income tax burden decreased for all family types between 
2000 and 2009. – OECD Taxing Wages 2009

The number of doctors per capita is the second lowest in Poland; it 
is lowest in Turkey. 

Poland has one of the lowest incidence rates of AIDS among EU 
countries. – OECD Health at a Glance: Europe 2010

In education, Poland was ranked 11th overall in the PISA 2009 
survey, up seven places from 2006. – OECD PISA 2009 at a 
Glance

In Poland, 30% of 20-29 year-olds were enrolled in tertiary education 
in 2008, above the OECD average of 25%. – OECD Highlights from 
Education at a Glance 2010

Poland’s gross expenditure on R&D (GERD) was 0.6% of GDP 
in 2008, down from 0.9% in 1990 when data were collected for 
the first time. Poland’s GERD per capita at $104 (adjusted for 

* or nearest available year
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purchasing power parities) is the fourth lowest in the OECD area. 
– OECD Science, Technology and Industry Outlook 2010

In 1995 Polish exports were still skewed towards traditional 
industries such as textiles, basic metals, wood and extraction 
activities. The following decade, however, saw a striking change 
in export specialisation. Vehicles, boilers and machinery, and 
electrical and electronic equipment, represented almost 40% 
of Polish exports in 2007, against only 17% in 1995. – OECD 
Economic Surveys: Poland 2010

See www.oecd.org/poland
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OECD Studies on SMEs and Entrepreneurship: 
Poland 2010: Key Issues and Policies

The rapid growth of entrepreneurship and small fi rms has been one of the greatest successes in post-Communist 
transformation in Poland. SMEs have greatly contributed to employment, investment and value added in the 
Polish economy. However, key barriers to further growth remain in the business environment for 
SMEs and entrepreneurs. This book sets out the current SME and entrepreneurship 
climate, reviews SME and entrepreneurship issues and policies at national and 
local levels, and provides observations and recommendations for improving and 
supporting entrepreneurship and SMEs in Poland.  
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Snapshots

Portugal

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 261.2 33.6 1960-2009: +469%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -2.6 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 24568 3795 1960-2009: +375%

Population  (thousands) 10625 8858 1960-2009: +20%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -6.7 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 86.3 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 37.6 37.3 2000-2008: +1%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 66.3 67.1 1974-2009: -1%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 9.5 1.9 1960-2009: +398%

Women as % of labour force  47.0 18.2 1960-2009: +159%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 12.9 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 79.3 63.9 1960-2008: +24%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 9.9 2.5 1970-2006: +296%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 42.6 14.9 1995-2007: +186%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 24.1 29.4 1990-2008: -18%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1719 1940 1986-2009: -11%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 5.6 5.0 1995-2007: +11%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 1.5 0.3 1982-2008: +435%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 17.9 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 18.2 19.6 1971-2008: -7%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 4.9 1.7 1971-2008: +198%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 37.7 22.9 1970-2008: +65%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.2 0.2 1995-2009: -8%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 6.1 5.4 1995-2007: +13%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 68 20 2000-2007: +242%

•  GDP in Portugal rose by 469% between 1960 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 86.3% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 9.5%, above the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 1.9%.

•  Women made up 47.0% of the labour force, up 159% since 
1960, and above the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 24.1%, was above the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 17.9% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 18.2% of Portugal’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 0.2% of GNI.

Other highlights

The economy is expected to be very weak in the rest of 2010 
and into 2011, due to strong fiscal consolidation and tight credit 
conditions. Growth is expected to resume in 2012 as external 
demand and wage moderation support exports and investment. 
Unemployment is set to rise further. – OECD Economic Outlook 
2010

Portugal’s slowdown in growth is due to a marked deterioration 
in trend productivity. Productivity growth fell to 0.8% on average 
between 2001 and 2006 from 2.0% between 1995 and 2000. – 
OECD Economic Surveys: Portugal 2010

Portugal has introduced a temporary programme called the 
Programa Iniciativa Emprego during 2009 and 2010, which 
eliminates employer social contributions for net new hires of 
long-term unemployed or young people (aged up to 35 years 
looking for their first job) for the first three years of employment. 
– OECD Employment Outlook 2010 

Portugal has reduced its infant mortality rate by over 90% since 
1970, and by 2007 had one of the lowest rates in the OECD area. 
Adults in central and eastern European countries, along with 
Portugal, report the lowest rates of good or very good health. In 
Portugal, less than half of all adults consider themselves to be in 
good health.

The country had one of the highest AIDS incidence rates among  
EU countries in 2008, along with Estonia, Latvia and Spain,  
at 25-50 new cases per million population. – OECD Health 
at a Glance: Europe 2010

In education, Portugal was ranked 23rd in the 2009 OECD PISA 
survey of performance among 15-year-olds, up four places from 
2006.  – OECD Education at a Glance 2010

* or nearest available year
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Innovation is an important plank of policy and since the mid-
1990s, the country has seen some of the fastest increases in R&D 
expenditure in the OECD, with average annual rises of over 10%. 
– OECD Factbook 2010

See www.oecd.org/portugal
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Better Regulation in Europe: Portugal 2010

This report maps and analyses the core issues which together make up effective regulatory management for 
Portugal, laying down a framework of what should be driving regulatory policy and reform in the future. Issues 
examined include: strategy and policies for improving regulatory management; institutional capacities for effective 
regulation and the broader policy making context; transparency and processes for effective public 
consultation and communication; processes for the development of new regulations, 
including impact assessment and for the management of the regulatory stock, 
including administrative burdens; compliance rates, enforcement policy and 
appeal processes; and the multilevel dimension: interface between different levels 
of government and interface between national processes and those of the EU. This 
book is part of a project examining better regulation, being carried out in partnership 
with the European Commission.
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Russian Federation

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 2262.7 919.8 1995-2009: +66%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -7.9 .. 

Population  (thousands) 140874 119906 1960-2009: +17%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -5.3 .. 

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 68.4 60.3 1999-2008: +13%

Life expectancy  (years) 67.9 68.8 1962-2008: -1%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 7.3 6.8 1995-2008: +7%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1997 1933 1992-2008: +3%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 7.4 2.9 2000-2007: +153% 

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 1.0 2.0 1990-2008: -49%

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 3.3 .. 

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 11.2 14.7 1990-2008: -24% 

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 26.5 27.6 1995-2008: -4%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 370 2 1995-2007: +15196%

•  GDP in the Russian Federation rose by 66% between 1995 and 
2009.

•  Self-employment, at 7.3%, was below the OECD average of  
15.8%. 

•  Renewable energy accounted for 3.3% of Russia’s energy  
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Per capita CO2 emissions have dropped by 24% since 1990.

•  Life expectancy at birth in Russia has declined from 68.8 years 
in 1962 to 67.9 years in 2008.

Other highlights

The post-crisis economic recovery has been solid but 
unspectacular, and growth of 4-4.5% is expected to reduce the 
degree of slack in the economy, with the output gap closing in 
2012. Inflation has been pushed higher by a food price shock, 
but underlying pressures are likely to remain contained. The 
current account surplus is projected to roughly halve between 
2010 and 2012 as import volume growth outstrips that of exports 
by a large margin. Public expenditure restraint is expected to 
shrink the budget deficit to near zero by 2012, with public debt 
levels remaining low. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

Russia has a high level of academic attainment, with 54% of the 
population aged 25-64 qualified at the tertiary level in 2002. The 
25% of science and engineering degrees as a percentage of all 
new degrees and doctorates per capita were both higher than the 
OECD average. – OECD Science, Technology and Industry Outlook 
2010

Class sizes in primary school are smaller than the OECD 
average of about 22 students per class. – OECD Highlights from 
Education at a Glance 2010

Over the last decade, the share of business-funded R&D in the 
higher education and government sectors increased significantly 
in the Russian Federation. – OECD Science, Technology and 
Industry Scoreboard 2009

As for energy, after falling steeply in the 1990s, primary energy 
demand grew at an average rate of 1.3% per year from 2000, 
making it the third-largest consumer of primary energy in the 
world in 2008. 

As a key exporter of gas, it accounts for more than one-quarter 
of European gas supply. 

Snapshots

* or nearest available year
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Due to the curtailing of oil output in Saudi Arabia, in 2009 
Russia became the world’s leading oil producer, at 10.2 mb/d. 
Many of its largest fi elds are in decline, however. – IEA World 
Energy Outlook 2010

See www.oecd.org/russia
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Head of State: President Dmitry Medvedev

Government: United Russia
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Capital city: Moscow
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OECD Economic Surveys: Russian Federation 2009

This edition of the OECD’s periodic survey of the Russian economy fi nds that the global crisis has put a sudden 
end to the strong recovery of the Russian economy that had occurred since the fi nancial crisis of 1998. A 
slowdown was becoming increasingly likely, given the erosion of favourable factors such as undervaluation of the 
rouble and spare production capacity and labour resources, but the severity of the crisis is a function 
of overlapping internal and external factors. Looking beyond the crisis, a broad-based and 
comprehensive policy package is needed to put in place a more robust growth 
model. This survey makes recommendations in four important areas where co-
ordinated reforms promise considerable synergy effects.
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Snapshots

Slovak Republic

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 121.6 44.1 1993-2009: +107%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -4.7 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 22446 8280 1993-2009: +104%

Population  (thousands) 5397 3994 1960-2009: +35%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -5.9 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 39.8 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 38.9 41.7 2000-2008: -7%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 60.2 59.8 1994-2009: +1%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 12.1 13.6 1994-2009: -12%

Women as % of labour force  43.9 44.4 1994-2009: -1%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 8.1 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 74.8 70.6 1960-2008: +6%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 7.8 5.8 1997-2008: +34%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 38.9 15.0 1995-2007: +159%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 13.8 6.3 1994-2008: +118%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1693 1852 1994-2009: -9%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 4.0 4.7 1995-2007: -15%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 0.5 1.6 1990-2008: -71%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 11.6 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 5.1 .. 

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 6.7 8.6 1971-2008: -22%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 84.2 58.5 1993-2008: +44%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 6.8 2.5 2001-2007: +171%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 2 0 1995-2007: +1061%

•  GDP in the Slovak Republic rose by 107% between 1993 and 
2009.

•  General government debt came to 39.8% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 12.1%, above the OECD average  
of 8.1%; in 1994 it was 13.6%.

•  Women made up 43.9% of the labour force, compared  
with 44.4% in 1994, and slightly above the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 13.8%, was below the OECD average  
of 15.8%. 

•  Some 11.6% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 5.1% of the Slovak Republic’s 
energy supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

Other highlights

The economy is recovering at a strong pace, driven by net exports, 
but domestic demand remains more subdued. In 2011, fiscal 
consolidation and somewhat slower demand from Slovakia’s 
main trading partners are expected to slightly moderate growth to 
around 3.5%. Real GDP is envisaged to accelerate again in 2012 (to 
4.5% growth) with a gradual improvement in the labour market.

The budget deficit turned out to be 8% of GDP in 2009 and is 
expected to deteriorate somewhat further in 2010, substantially 
worse than planned. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

Annual GDP growth for the OECD averaged 3.1% in the three 
years to 2008. Over this period, the Slovak Republic substantially 
outperformed the OECD average, with an annual growth rate of 
7% or more. – OECD Factbook 2010

Illegal migration asylum seeking continues to decline. Asylum 
seekers fell from 2 600 in 2007 to 900 in 2008. Just 22 received 
refugee status. – OECD International Migration Outlook 2010 

The Slovak Republic is one of only three OECD member 
countries where a married average worker with two children faces 
a personal income tax burden less than zero, at -5.3%. – OECD 
Taxing Wages 2009

In 2008, spending on pharmaceuticals accounted for 28.1% of 
total health spending in the Slovak Republic, the third highest 
proportion among OECD countries, and well above the OECD 
average of 17.1%. – OECD Health Data 2010: Slovak Republic

The Slovak Republic has one of the lowest incidences of AIDS 
among EU countries. – OECD Health at a Glance: Europe 2010
The Slovak Republic was ranked 24th in the 2009 OECD PISA 
survey of performance among 15-year-olds. Education spending 
comes to $4 000 per student or less each year for primary, 

* or nearest available year
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secondary and tertiary education, compared with an OECD-wide 
fi gure of $9 195 per student. – OECD Highlights from Education at 
a Glance 2010

The Slovak Republic performs above average on some indicators 
of human resources in science and technology. Science and 
engineering degrees accounted for 24% of all new degrees, 
exceeding the OECD average. Science and technology occupations 
feature strongly in total employment, with women holding 60% of 
these jobs. – OECD Science, Technology and Industry Outlook 2010

See www.oecd.org/slovakrepublic
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OECD Economic Surveys: Slovak Republic 2009

This 2009 edition of OECD’s periodic review of the Slovak Republic’s economy fi nds it facing a signifi cant 
slowdown. Income levels are continuing to converge with those in the rest of the EU, but additional structural 
reform is required to make the economy more fl exible. Special chapters on fi scal policy and housing policy are 
included along with suggestions for improving the pension system.
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Snapshots

Slovenia

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 56.0 29.1 1996-2009: +54%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -8.1 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 27405 14752 1996-2009: +51%

Population  (thousands) 2020 1580 1960-2009: +28%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -5.8 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 29.8 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 44.1 .. 

All-in tax rate  

(average worker, % of labour cost) 42.9 46.3 2000-2008: -7%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 67.5 63.4 2002-2009: +6%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 4.4 6.9 1996-2008: -36%

Life expectancy  (years) 78.8 72.1 1987-2008: +9%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 8.3 7.5 1995-2008: +11%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 20.2 17.8 2005-2007: +13%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 14.1 15.8 2002-2008: -11%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1687 1698 2005-2008: -1%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 5.6 5.6 2007-2007: 0%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 1.7 1.6 1993-2008: +4%

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 10.4 9.2 1990-2007: +13%

CO
2 
emissions  (tonnes per capita) 8.3 7.3 1986-2008: +14%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 69.2 50.9 1995-2008: +36%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 7 0 1995-2007: +1369%

•  GDP in Slovenia rose by 54% between 1996 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 44.1% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 4.4%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1996 it was 6.9%.

•  Self-employment, at 14.1%, was below the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Renewable energy accounted for 10.4% of Slovenia’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

Other highlights

The recovery has mainly been driven by rising exports so far. 
Growth should rebalance gradually towards private domestic 
demand through 2011 and 2012. The unemployment rate has yet 
to stabilise as government short-time work measures are being 
phased out and activity remains subdued. Considerable economic 
slack should keep inflation in check. – OECD Economic Outlook 
2010

Slovenia is an export dependent country with around two-thirds of 
its manufacturing output destined for foreign markets. 

The OECD’s product market regulation indicator confirms the 
overall business friendly environment, despite a slightly less liberal 
stance than the OECD average. 

Slovenia has a high employment rate compared to the OECD 
average, but the labour force participation rate of the elderly is low 
by comparison. The employment situation of youth has improved 
markedly in recent years with labour force participation of those 
aged 15 to 29 rising from 52% in 2003 to 61% in mid-2008 and 
unemployment falling from 12.3% to 7.4%. 

In 2002-05 Slovenia created and closed down fewer enterprises 
than in many other EU countries, whereas the survival rate 
(average life time) ranked among the highest in the EU area. 
– OECD Economic Surveys: Slovenia 2009

Compared with a typical OECD country, relative income poverty 
is lower in Slovenia and it has decreased over the 1997-2007 
period. In the years 2005 through 2007 the share of persons with 
less than 50% of the Slovenian median income stood at a stable 
6-7% and those with less than 60% of the median at 12%. This 
compares to OECD average income poverty rates of around 11 and 
17%, respectively. – OECD Reviews of Labour Market and Social 
Policies: Slovenia 2009

The mortality rate in Slovenia has fallen by more than 30%, a 
decline that is greater than the EU average. – OECD Health at a 
Glance: Europe 2010

* or nearest available year
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Slovenia was ranked 16th in the 2009 OECD PISA survey of 
performance among 15-year-olds. Slovenian students favour 
vocationally oriented tertiary education, or tertiary-type B. – OECD 
Highlights from Education at a Glance 2010

Slovenia displayed a comparative advantage of 2% in trade in 
medium-high technologies and benefi ted from an increase 
of 4 percentage points in the contribution of this sector to the 
manufacturing trade balance in 2007. – OECD Science, Technology 
and Industry Scoreboard 2009

See www.oecd.org/slovenia
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Confederation of Public Sector Trade Unions

Capital city: Ljubljana

National holiday: 25 June
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OECD Reviews of Labour Market and Social 
Policies: Slovenia 2009
This report analyses the main challenges for labour market and social policies in Slovenia and considers the 
available policy options from the perspective of OECD countries’ experience. It fi nds that Slovenia has one 
of the most equal income distributions in the world and a tradition of social dialogue. However, its 
unemployment insurance and employment service system are not suffi cient to deal 
effectively with the present economic crisis and the country is also faced with rapid 
population ageing and a low employment rate among 55-to-64 year olds. This 
report makes recommendations to deal with these issues.
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Snapshots

South Africa

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 493.5 .. 

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -1.8 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 10136 .. 

Population  (thousands) 50110 17396 1960-2009: +188%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -7.3 .. 

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 0.9 0.8 1983-2007: +13%

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 10.3 .. 

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 6.9 7.7 1971-2008: -10%

Globalisation  

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 66 15 1990-2007: +339%

•  Renewable energy accounted for 10.3% of South Africa’s 
energy supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Real GDP is expected to remain above 4% in 2011 and 2012.

•  The South African population has grown by 188% since 1960.

•  Inflation is expected to remain below 5% in 2011 and 2012.

•  Per capita CO2 emissions have dropped by 10% since 1971. 

Other highlights

Economic growth is expected to gain traction, led by domestic 
demand, while fast import growth is likely to widen the current 
account deficit. Inflation should remain within the target range 
in the context of a lingering negative output gap. Already 
programmed expenditure restraint combined with a projected 
cyclical recovery in revenues will shrink the budget deficit. 
– OECD Economic Outlook 2010

South Africa’s downturn was fairly shallow: the peak-to-trough 
fall in output was smaller than in most OECD countries and 
emerging market economies. On a sectoral basis, the most 
important offset to the negative dynamics that took hold in 
manufacturing and mining was construction, which held up 
well through the recession. This was primarily a function of 
public investment, in part linked to the preparations for the 
2010 World Cup and associated transport projects. 

South Africa’s indicators for human resources in science 
and technology are weak. It has 1.5 researchers per thousand 
employment and 16% of science and engineering degrees  
in all new degrees. – OECD Science, Technology and Industry 
Outlook 2010

High rates of illness in the working age population sap labour 
supply. Although overall adult infection rates have stabilised 
and rates among younger adults appear to have declined, South 
Africa has more people living with HIV than any other country 
in the world, and more than a quarter of pregnant women are 
HIV positive. 

Young blacks are the most likely of all to be jobless. Racial 
disparities in unemployment rates have been very persistent. 

South Africa tends to score relatively poorly on broad indices of 
environmental conditions, especially in the area of greenhouse 
gas emissions. This is due to its industrial structure and its 
heavy reliance on coal for electricity generation. 
– OECD Economic Survey of South Africa 2010 

* or nearest available year

COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS



South Africa has pledged to reduce emissions by 35% below 
business-as-usual scenarios by 2020. 
– IEA World Energy Outlook 2010 

See www.oecd.org/southafrica
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Country information

Head of State: President Jacob Zuma

Government: African National Congress

Next major election: 2014

Parliament website: www.parliament.gov.za

Main employer group: Business Unity South Africa (BUSA)

Main trade unions: COSATU, FEDUSA, NACTU

Capital city: Pretoria

National holiday: 27 April

OECD Economic Surveys: South Africa 2010

This edition of the OECD’s periodic review of South Africa’s economy fi nds that a strong macroeconomic policy 
framework has helped to improve growth performance over the past two decades, but the 2008-09 downturn 
highlighted the limitations of the domestic-demand-led growth path which has characterised South Africa in 
recent years. Unemployment, which had remained very high, if declining, throughout the boom years, 
turned up again in the recession. There is now a need both to ensure a rapid recovery 
from the downturn and to boost trend growth and thereby create the millions of 
jobs required to make full use of South Africa’s large supply of underutilised human 
resources.
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Snapshots

Spain

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 1499.6 168.9 1960-2009: +524%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -3.7 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 32650 5547 1960-2009: +327%

Population  (thousands) 44511 30455 1960-2009: +46%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -9.6 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 62.4 .. 

All-in tax rate 

 (average worker, % of labour cost) 37.8 38.6 2000-2008: -2%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 60.6 57.8 1972-2009: +5%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 18.1 1.5 1960-2009: +1105%

Women as % of labour force  43.8 25.0 1970-2009: +76%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 14.1 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 81.2 69.8 1960-2008: +16%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 9.0 1.5 1960-2008: +500%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 32.4 23.9 1995-2007: +36%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 17.7 25.8 1990-2008: -32%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1654 2040 1970-2009: -19%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 4.8 5.3 1995-2007: -9%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 1.4 0.4 1981-2008: +238%

Broadband access 

 (subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 21.2 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 7.5 6.5 1971-2008: +15%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 7.0 3.5 1971-2008: +99%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 29.5 12.9 1970-2008: +129%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.5 0.2 1995-2009: +89%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 13.4 3.2 1998-2007: +322%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 591 37 1995-2007: +1516%

•  GDP in Spain rose by 524% between 1960 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 62.4% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 18.1%, above the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 1.5%.

•  Women made up 43.8% of the labour force, up 76% since 
1970, and equal to the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 17.7%, was above the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 21.2% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 7.5% of Spain’s energy supply, 
compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 0.5% of GNI.

Other highlights

Output is expected to remain flat in the second half of 2010 and 
to grow by 1% in 2011 and by 1.75% in 2012. The unemployment 
rate is projected to decline to 16.5% by the end of 2012 while 
consumer price inflation may fall to below 0.5% once the effect of 
increased VAT rates drops out.

Budgetary consolidation at all levels of government is projected 
to result in a decline of the government deficit from 9% of GDP 
in 2010 to 6.25% in 2011 and to 4.5% in 2012. The turmoil in 
euro area financial markets has raised funding costs. – OECD 
Economic Outlook 2010 

Productivity, which typically falls during a recession, actually rose 
sharply because labour shedding has been so great relative to the 
fall of output.

Although the decline in output during the recession was smaller 
than the OECD average, the rise in unemployment has been 
above average. – OECD Employment Outlook 2010
 
During the current economic downturn, 85% of job losses in 
Spain concerned temporary workers. 

The foreign-born population in 2008 accounted for 14.1% of the 
total population, compared to 4.9% in the year 2000. This is the 
highest rate of growth of the foreign-born population over a short 
period observed in any OECD country since the Second World 
War. In Europe, only Germany has more immigrants. – OECD 
Insights, From Crisis to Recovery 2010

At 19.7%, the personal average tax rate in is among the lowest in 
the OECD. – OECD Taxing Wages 2009

Spain has one of the highest AIDS incidence rates in the EU, 
with 25-50 new cases per million population. – OECD Health at a 
Glance: Europe 2010

* or nearest available year

COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS



Spain slipped one slot from 2006 to rank 27 in the 2009 OECD 
PISA survey of performance among 15-year-olds. – OECD PISA 
2009 at a Glance

Concentrated Solar Power technologies have evolved rapidly over 
the past few years and several advanced technology systems are 
now being installed, mainly in the United States and Spain. 
– IEA World Energy Outlook 2010 

See www.oecd.org/spain
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Country information

Joined the OECD: 1961

Head of Government: José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero

Ambassador to the OECD: Cristina Narbona Ruiz

Delegation website: www.maec.es/subwebs/representaciones/OCDE/

Government: Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party (PSOE)

Next major election: 2012

Parliament website: www.congreso.es

Main employer group: CEOE

Main trade unions: CCOO, UGT, USO

Capital city: Madrid

National holiday: 12 October

OECD Reviews of Regional Innovation: 
Catalonia, Spain

This review of regional innovation assesses how to improve Catalonia’s current strategy and actions in order 
to boost its innovation system through both its own programmes and those of Spain and the European 
Union. It fi nds that with over seven million inhabitants and a GDP of around EUR 204 billion, 
Catalonia is not only an important region within Spain, but within the OECD as 
well. Indeed, its economic output is similar to countries like Portugal and Norway. 
The region experienced massive population growth over the past decade, due to 
immigration, which in part drove GDP growth. However, Catalonia’s productivity is 
slipping, relative to other OECD regions, necessitating the transition to a productivity-
driven growth model through a stronger regional innovation system. The region has 
successfully strengthened its research base, with investments in R&D having increased 
four-fold over the past decade. Catalonia is now mobilising actors across the innovation 
system in regional centres, such as Barcelona, to improve productivity and address social 
challenges.  
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Snapshots

Sweden

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 352.6 85.0 1960-2009: +238%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -5.1 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 37747 11351 1960-2009: +175%

Population  (thousands) 9198 7485 1960-2009: +23%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -2.0 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 51.9 .. 

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 44.6 50.1 2000-2008: -11%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 72.2 71.1 1963-2009: +2%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 8.3 1.7 1960-2009: +383%

Women as % of labour force  47.6 36.7 1963-2009: +30%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 5.3 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 81.4 73.1 1960-2009: +11%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 9.4 6.8 1970-2008: +38%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 39.9 24.0 1995-2007: +66%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 10.4 9.2 1990-2008: +13%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1610 1899 1960-2009: -15%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 6.3 6.0 1995-2007: +4%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 3.8 2.2 1981-2008: +72%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 32.4 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 32.6 20.4 1971-2008: +60%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 5.0 10.2 1971-2008: -51%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 50.5 22.9 1960-2008: +121%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 1.1 0.8 1995-2009: +46%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 13.4 10.5 1995-2007: +27%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 327 51 1990-2007: +545%

•  GDP in Sweden rose by 238% between 1960 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 51.9% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 8.3%, slightly above the OECD 
average of 8.1%; in 1960 it was 1.7%.

•  Women made up 47.6% of the labour force, up 30% since 
1963, and above the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 10.4%, was below the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 32.4% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 32.6% of Sweden’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 1.1% of GNI.

Other highlights

The economy has recovered strongly from the recent recession. 
Solid, though more moderate, growth is expected to continue as 
external demand gains momentum. Unemployment is projected 
to decline, but rather slowly. Core inflation is expected to remain 
subdued, amid low wage pressures and still ample spare capacity. 
– OECD Economic Outlook 2010

In 2005, on average in OECD countries, public social expenditure 
amounted to 21% of GDP. In Sweden, public social spending is 
about 29% of GDP.

Income inequality in Sweden is among the lowest in the OECD.
– OECD Factbook 2010 

The increase in migration inflows to Sweden exceeded the record 
high of 2007 by reaching 101 200 in 2008. Total net immigration, 
with 45 300 emigrants from Sweden, amounted to 55 900. In 
2008, 13.8% of the Swedish population was foreign-born, an 
increase by 4.2% from 2007, and 562 100 (6.1%) were foreign 
citizens. – OECD International Migration Outlook 2010

Sweden employs more resources in the health sector than most 
other OECD countries. In 2006 (latest year available), Sweden had 
3.6 practising physicians per 1 000 population, compared with an 
average of 3.2 in OECD countries in 2008. Sweden also had 10.8 
nurses per 1 000 population in 2006, compared with an OECD 
average of 9.0 in 2008. – OECD Health Data 2010: Sweden

Cancer is the second leading cause of mortality in EU countries, 
but Sweden has one of the lowest cancer mortality rates in the 
EU. – OECD Health at a Glance: Europe 2010

In education, Sweden was ranked 21st overall in the PISA 2009 
survey, down eight places from 2006. Performance on human 

* or nearest available year

COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS



resources in science and technology (HRST) indicators is strong. 
In 2008 its 11 researchers per 1 000 employment was the fourth 
highest in the OECD area, and the 25% of science and engineering 
degrees in all new degrees was above the OECD average. The 1 558 
scientifi c articles per million population in 2008 were exceeded 
by only three countries. – OECD Science, Technology and Industry 
Outlook 2010

In Sweden, 63% of total heat demand in 2008 was supplied by 
renewables, compared with only 1% in the UK for instance. It is 
the largest consumer of wood and wood waste for district heating. 
– IEA World Energy Outlook 2010

See www.oecd.org/sweden
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Country information

Joined the OECD: 1961

Head of Government: Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt

Ambassador to the OECD: Mats Ringborg
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Capital city: Stockholm
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OECD Territorial Reviews: Sweden 2010

This review of regional policy in Sweden fi nds that Sweden has recently renewed focus on promoting 
development opportunities in all regions and has introduced a gradual regionalisation process with a strong 
bottom-up approach. Yet challenges remain, particularly concerning knowledge diffusion and urban-rural linkages. 
Further efforts to achieve critical mass and improve coordination can help better address local needs. 
This review explores the potential for enhanced innovation and entrepreneurship in both 
urban and rural areas and provides recommendations to strengthen Sweden’s 
regional development strategies through improved governance mechanisms, both 
regionally and across levels of government.
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Snapshots

Switzerland

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 348.8 90.5 1960-2009: +189%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -1.9 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 44725 16989 1960-2009: +102%

Population  (thousands) 7628 5328 1960-2009: +43%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -0.7 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 42.2 .. 

All-in tax rate 

(average worker, % of labour cost) 29.5 30.0 2000-2008: -2%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 79.2 78.2 1991-2009: +1%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 4.1 0.0 1960-2009:   

   +8943%

Women as % of labour force  45.4 34.1 1960-2009: +33%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 8.7 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 82.2 71.4 1960-2008: +15%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 10.7 4.9 1960-2008: +118%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 31.4 9.5 1995-2007: +232%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 11.1 11.8 1991-2008: -6%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1640 1698 1991-2008: -3%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 5.5 6.0 1995-2007: -8%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 3.0 2.1 1981-2008: +44%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 35.6 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 20.4 15.5 1971-2008: +32%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 5.7 6.1 1971-2008: -8%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 50.8 31.4 1970-2008: +62%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.5 0.3 1995-2009: +37%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 24.9 21.4 1995-2007: +17%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 658 66 1990-2007: +896%

•  GDP in Switzerland rose by 189% between 1960 and 2009.

•  General government debt came to 42.2% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 4.1%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 0.0%.

•  Women made up 45.4% of the labour force, up 33% since 
1960, and slightly above the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 11.1%, was below the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 35.6% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 20.4% of Switzerland’s 
energy supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 0.5% of GNI.

Other highlights

Economic activity has gained significant momentum on the back 
of the global recovery, and then a strong pick-up in domestic 
demand growth from the middle of 2010. As the output gap 
closes, economic growth gradually slows to potential through the 
projection period. Unemployment will continue to decline slowly 
in 2011 and 2012 while inflation is projected to rise slightly above 
1%.  – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

Over 25% of all those in employment were working part-time in 
2008. Private expenditure on old-age benefits exceeds 3.5% of 
GDP; this is among the highest in in the OECD area, matched 
only by Australia, Denmark, Iceland and the Netherlands. – 
OECD Factbook 2010 

Preliminary data for 2009 show a sharp decline in immigration, 
in particular of immigrants from the enlarged European Union. 
Between January and September 2009, long-term immigration 
from the EU/EEA declined by about 23% compared with the 
corresponding period in 2008. Overall, net immigration during 
this period has been at its lowest level since the introduction of 
free movement in 2002. – OECD International Migration Outlook 
2010

Between 2000 and 2009, the tax wedge–a measure of the 
difference between the total cost to an employer of employing 
someone and that person’s net take-home pay–decreased for all 
family types in Switzerland. – OECD Taxing Wages 2009

Switzerland has one of the lowest cancer mortality rates in Europe, 
at under 150 deaths per 100 000 population. – OECD Health at a 
Glance: Europe 2010

In education, Switzerland was ranked 8th overall in the PISA 
2009 survey. Swiss students are relatively strongly oriented to 
vocational tertiary education, or tertiary-type B. – OECD Highlights 
from Education at a Glance 2010

* or nearest available year
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Switzerland is one of the world’s leaders in nanotechnology, 
particularly in nano materials and devices. Patent intensity in 
particular has increased over recent years. In 2008, its 113 triadic 
patents per million population and its 1 770 scientifi c articles per 
million population were the highest in the OECD area. Switzerland 
ranks in the top three countries on scientifi c publications in 
environmental sciences. – OECD Science, Technology and Industry 
Outlook 2010

See www.oecd.org/switzerland
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Country information

Joined the OECD: 1961

Head of State: President Micheline Calmy-Rey

Ambassador to the OECD: Stefan Flückiger

Delegation website: www.eda.admin.ch/paris_ocde

Government: Collegial coalition government, the four main parties being the 

Swiss People’s Party (SVP), the Swiss Democratic Party (SP), the Liberals (FDP) 

and the Christian Democrat People’s Party (CVP)

Next major elections: 23 October 2011 (federal election of the National Council); 

December 2011 (election of the Federal Council)

Parliament website: www.parlament.ch

Main employer groups: economiesuisse (Swiss Business Federation), 

Confederation of Swiss Employers

Main trade unions: Travail Suisse, Swiss Federation of Trade Unions

Capital city: Bern

National holiday: 1 August

OECD Economic Surveys: Switzerland 2009

The OECD’s periodic survey of the Swiss economy. It fi nds that the global crisis will have a lasting impact on the 
Swiss economy. Despite the recession, Switzerland has weathered the crisis better than other OECD economies 
in part owing to exports in goods less sensitive to the business cycle and resilient domestic credit markets, in 
part refl ecting the absence of a marked housing cycle. Swift intervention by the authorities to support 
the country’s largest bank also helped avoid an aggravation of the crisis, the large size of 
the fi nancial intermediaries posing a potential risk for public fi nances and macro-
economic stability. After a marked expansion of employment, unemployment is 
on the rise and some of the increase resulting from the crisis may persist. While 
living standards are among the highest in the OECD, the gap in productivity per 
hour worked relative to other leading OECD economies is considerable and trend 
productivity growth remains weak. Scope for expansion of fi nancial services may have 
diminished.
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Snapshots

Turkey

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 1040.3 95.7 1960-2009: +726%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -4.7 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 14469 3487 1960-2009: +200%

Population  (thousands) 75643 27438 1960-2009: +176%

All-in tax rate   

(average worker, % of labour cost) 39.7 40.4 2000-2008: -2%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 44.3 54.9 1988-2009: -19%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 14.0 9.5 1960-2009: +48%

Women as % of labour force  27.6 29.5 1988-2009: -6%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 17.5 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 73.6 48.3 1960-2008: +52%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 6.0 2.2 1975-2007: +173%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 39.0 61.0 1990-2008: -36%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1918 2086 1970-2004: -8%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 0.7 0.2 1990-2008: +201%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 9.0 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 9.5 31.0 1971-2008: -69%

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 3.7 1.1 1971-2008: +224%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 26.1 4.0 1970-2008: +550%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 12 4 2000-2007: +233%

•  GDP in Turkey rose by 726% between 1960 and 2009.

•  Unemployment stood at 14.0%, above the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 9.5%.

•  Women made up 27.6% of the labour force, down 6% since 
1988, and well below the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 39.0%, was well above the OECD average 
of 15.8%. 

•  Some 9.0% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 9.5% of Turkey’s energy 
supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

Other highlights

The recovery which started in the second quarter of 2009 has 
remained strong during 2010. GDP growth is projected to remain 
above 5% in 2011 and 2012 as a post-crisis rebound of exports, 
consumption and investment tapers off.

The authorities have announced that both fiscal and monetary 
policy will be tightened gradually, and a prudent medium-term 
economic programme was published in October 2010. – OECD 
Economic Outlook 2010

Turkey waives employer social contributions for the first five years 
of employment for employers that hire women or youth (18-29 
years) who have been unemployed for at least six months. 
– OECD Employment Outlook 2010

Since the mid-1990s, R&D expenditure in real terms has been 
growing the fastest (among OECD countries) in Turkey and 
Portugal, both with average annual growth rates above 10%. 

Life expectancy in OECD countries was the lowest in Turkey, at 
73.6 years. However, it has increased sharply since 1960, rapidly 
catching up with the OECD average. – OECD Factbook 2010

Between 2000 and 2009, the average income tax burden  decreased 
for all family types in Turkey. – OECD Taxing Wages 2009

The infant mortality rate in Turkey has fallen dramatically over the 
past few decades, but remains almost four times higher than the 
OECD average of 4.7. – OECD Health Data 2010: Turkey

The number of doctors per capita is lowest in Turkey. – OECD 
Health at a Glance: Europe 2010

In education, Turkey was ranked 31st overall in the PISA 2009 
survey, the same as in 2006. – OECD PISA 2009 at a Glance

* or nearest available year
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Turkey is one of two OECD countries where the graduation rates 
for boys exceed those for girls, the other being Switzerland. 
– OECD Highlights from Education at a Glance 2010

Unlike in most OECD countries, green taxes rose as a percentage 
of GDP in Turkey in 2000-2008, refl ecting reforms focused on 
shifting tax towards consumption. – OECD Factblog

As a rapidly growing importer of oil, Turkey has effectively used 
its close proximity to around 75% of the world’s oil reserves to 
foster key pipeline links, notably the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) 
crude oil pipeline from the Caspian region and the Kirkuk-Ceyhan 
crude oil pipeline from Iraq. – IEA Energy Policies of IEA Countries: 
Turkey 2009

See www.oecd.org/turkey

References

OECD (2010), Economic Surveys: Turkey 2010, Paris

OECD (2010), Energy Policies of IEA Countries: Turkey 2009, Paris

OECD (2009), Reviews of Health Systems: Turkey 2008, Paris

OECD (2008), Environmental Performance Reviews: Turkey 2008, Paris

Gönenç, R. and Rawdanowicz, L. (2010), “Regulatory Reforms to Unlock Long-

Term Growth in Turkey”, OECD Economics Department Working Papers, No. 821

Country information

Joined the OECD: 1961

Head of State: President Abdullah Gül

Ambassador to the OECD: Ahmet Erozan

Delegation website: http://oecd.pr.mfa.gov.tr

Government: Justice and Development Party (AKP)

Next major election: 12 June 2011

Parliament website: www.tbmm.gov.tr

Main employer groups: The Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges 

of Turkey (TOBB), Turkish Confederation of Employer Associations (TISK), 

Turkish Industrialists’ and Businessmen’s Association (TÜSIAD)

Main trade union: Confederation of Turkish Trade Unions (TÜRK-İŞ)

Capital city: Ankara

National holiday: 29 October

OECD Economic Surveys: Turkey 2010

This 2010 edition of the OECD’s periodical review of Turkey’s economy examines sustaining the post-crisis 
recovery and mitigating future macroeconomic volatility, fostering sound integration with the global capital market, 
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Snapshots

United Kingdom

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 2256.8 568.1 1960-2009: +206%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -5.0 .. 

GDP per capita  (US$) 36538 10847 1960-2009: +159%

Population  (thousands) 61858 52372 1960-2009: +18%

Budget deficit   (% of GDP) -12.6 .. 

Public debt   (% of GDP) 72.4 .. 

All-in tax rate 

(average worker, % of labour cost) 32.8 32.6 2000-2008: +1%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 70.6 65.9 1984-2009: +7%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 7.7 1.4 1960-2009: +470%

Women as % of labour force  46.7 33.4 1960-2009: +40%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 8.3 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 79.7 70.8 1960-2007: +13%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 8.7 3.9 1960-2008: +123%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 38.7 37.4 2000-2007: +4%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 13.4 15.1 1990-2008: -11%

Hours worked  

(annual hours per worker) 1646 1943 1970-2009:-15%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 5.8 5.2 1995-2007: +12%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 1.8 2.4 1981-2008: -25%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 29.5 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 2.8 .. 

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 8.3 11.1 1971-2008: -25%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 30.4 21.8 1970-2008: +40%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.5 0.3 1995-2009: +82%

Foreign-born population   

(% of population) 10.2 6.9 1995-2007: +46%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 1841 229 1990-2007: +703%

•  GDP in the United Kingdom rose by 206% between 1960 and 
2009.

•  General government debt came to 72.4% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 7.7%, below the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 1.4%.

•  Women made up 46.7% of the labour force, up 40% since 
1960, and above the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 13.4%, was below the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 29.5% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 2.8% of the United 
Kingdom’s energy supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 0.5% of GNI.

Other highlights

The economy is recovering from the recession, supported by 
growing domestic demand and rising exports. The substantial but 
necessary fiscal tightening and weak real income growth create 
headwinds and growth is projected to remain subdued in 2011. The 
recovery will gain a bit more momentum in 2012 when exports are 
expected to increase further and business investment to grow more 
robustly. Unemployment is set to fall gradually.

The government’s ambitious medium-term plan has significantly 
reduced fiscal risks and could, in combination with efficiency 
improvements in health spending and structural reforms, support 
growth in the longer term. (The UK’s general government deficit 
should ease below 10% of GDP in 2011.)

Employment has started to pick up, but will be sluggish as public 
employment is set to fall and firms can initially meet rising demand 
through productivity gains and increases in average working hours. 
Real house prices increased earlier in 2010, although the housing 
market continued weak, as reflected in survey indicators of price 
expectations from the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors, for 
example. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

The total number of foreign citizens in the UK in 2009 reached 
4.4 million (around 7.2% of the population). Almost half of all 
foreigners were European, of which 827 000 came from the ten 
most recent Eastern European accession countries. Around a 
quarter were Asians, mostly from India (293 000) and Pakistan 
(178 000). The number of African citizens rose to 609 000. 
– OECD International Migration Outlook 2010

Between 2000 and 2009, the United Kingdom was one of eleven 
OECD member countries where the average income tax burden 
decreased for all family types. – OECD Taxing Wages 2009

* or nearest available year
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In education, the UK was ranked 14th in the PISA 2009 survey, up 
two slots since 2006. – OECD PISA 2009 at a Glance

In the UK, the unemployment rate for 20-24 year-old non-students 
with less than upper secondary education attainment is 15% or 
more. International students represent 14.7% of tertiary students 
in the country. At primary level, the average class in a public 
institution has at least four more students than one in a private 
institution. – OECD Highlights from Education at a Glance 2010

See www.oecd.org/uk
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This report maps and analyses the core issues which together make up effective regulatory management 
for the United Kingdom, laying down a framework of what should be driving regulatory policy and reform in 
the future. Issues examined include: strategy and policies for improving regulatory management; institutional 
capacities for effective regulation and the broader policymaking context; transparency and processes 
for effective public consultation and communication; processes for the development of 
new regulations, including impact assessment and for the management of the 
regulatory stock, including administrative burdens; compliance rates, enforcement 
policy and appeal processes; and the multilevel dimension: interface between 
different levels of government and interface between national processes and those of 
the EU.
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Snapshots

United States

Economy 2009* 1960* 

GDP  (US$ bn) 14043.9 2509.5 1960-2009: +355%

GDP growth (annual growth in %) -2.6 .. 

GDP per capita (US$) 45674 13890 1960-2009: +168%

Population (thousands) 307212 180671 1960-2009: +70%

Budget deficit (% of GDP) -11.2 .. 

Public debt (% of GDP) 84.4 .. 

All-in tax rate  
(average worker, % of labour cost) 30.1 30.4 2000-2008: -1%

Society  

Employment rate  (% of labour force) 67.6 62.0 1960-2009: +9%

Unemployment rate  (% of labour force) 9.3 5.5 1960-2009: +67%

Women as % of labour force  47.3 33.3 1960-2009: +42%

Poverty rate  (% of population) 17.1 .. 

Life expectancy  (years) 77.9 69.9 1960-2007: +11%

Health expenditure  (total, % of GDP) 16.0 5.2 1960-2008: +208%

Tertiary graduation rate (% of population) 36.5 32.7 1995-2007: +12%

Self-employed  (% of employment) 7.0 8.8 1990-2008: -20%

Hours worked (annual hours per worker) 1768 1948 1960-2009: -9%

Spending on education (total, % of GDP) 7.6 6.6 1995-2007: +16%

New sources of growth  

R&D expenditure  (% of GDP) 2.8 2.3 1981-2008: +18%

Broadband access   

(subscriptions / 100 inhabitants) 26.4 .. 

Renewable energy  (% of energy supply) 5.3 .. 

CO
2
 emissions  (tonnes per capita) 18.4 20.7 1971-2008: -11%

Globalisation  

Trade  (goods and services % of GDP) 15.2 5.6 1970-2008: +170%

Development aid  (% of GNI) 0.2 0.1 1995-2009: +96%

Foreign-born population  (% of population) 13.6 9.3 1995-2007: +47%

FDI stock  (outward, US$ bn) 3451 617 1990-2007: +460%

•  GDP in the United States rose by 355% between 1960 and 
2009.

•  General government debt came to 84.4% of GDP, compared 
with 90.6% for the OECD.

•  Unemployment stood at 9.3%, above the OECD average of 
8.1%; in 1960 it was 5.5%.

•  Women made up 47.3% of the labour force, up 42% since 
1960, and above the OECD average.

•  Self-employment, at 7.0%, was below the OECD average of 
15.8%. 

•  Some 26.4% of inhabitants have broadband access, compared 
with an OECD average of 24.2%.

•  Renewable energy accounted for 5.3% of the United States’ 
energy supply, compared with 7.1% for the OECD.

•  Development aid came to 0.2% of GNI.

Other highlights

After turning around briskly in the second half of 2009 and into 
the early part of this year, US economic growth slowed in the 
second and third quarters of 2010. Fiscal support continues to 
be substantial (with a general government deficit close to 9% of 
GDP), though the effect of the stimulus on growth is diminishing 
and is assumed to turn negative in future quarters. The pace of 
the recovery is projected to remain moderate through 2011-2012 as 
households continue to rebuild net worth and the unemployment 
rate declines slowly. – OECD Economic Outlook 2010

Employment continues to expand, but at a pace that is too slow to 
increase the employment-population ratio and recover the ground 
lost during the recession. Unemployment will be around 9.5% in 
2011. – OECD Employment Outlook 2010 

The United States is one of only three OECD member countries 
where a married average worker with two children faces a personal 
income tax burden less than zero, at –2.4%. – OECD Taxing Wages 
2009

With nearly one in four seniors living in poverty, it has the fifth 
highest old-age poverty in the OECD. – OECD Pensions at a Glance 
2009 

The US spends 16% of its GDP on health care, followed by France 
(11.2%) and Switzerland (10.7%). – OECD Health Data 2010: 
United States

In education, the US was ranked 19th in the PISA 2009 survey, up 
six slots from 2006. – OECD PISA 2009 at a Glance
The US accounts for 28% of all doctorates awarded in the OECD 
area. Science and engineering degrees are 15% of all new degrees, 
which is below the OECD average.

* or nearest available year
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The country accounts for 43% of all pharmaceutical patents, half of 
all medical patents and almost 20% of all environmental patents.  
– OECD Science, Technology and Industry Outlook 2010

A leader in renewable energy, ethanol use for fuel is projected to 
increase to 77 bnl by 2019, but to remain below the 2019 mandate 
of 102 bnl. – OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2010 

See www.oecd.org/us
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OECD Economic Surveys: United States 2010

The OECD’s 2010 review of the US economy. This edition looks at rebalancing the economy following the crisis, 
restoring fi scal sustainability, and the special feature covers implementing cost-effective policies to mitigate climate 
change. It fi nds that buoyed by substantial policy support and improving fi nancial conditions, the economic 
recovery is progressing. Monetary policy should remain accommodative to support the economy as 
fi scal policy tightens, but the ground work for eventual interest rate increases is already 
being laid, a task that should continue. In the labour market, additional support 
for job training and enhanced education may be required to reintegrate workers 
whose skills will become degraded from long periods of unemployment or whose 
skills will no longer match up with the needs of employers. The reform effort should 
focus on policies that contributed to the imbalances. In particular, as the housing 
market recovers and home prices rise, public support to homeownership should be 
decreased to curb incentives for overinvestment in housing. Implementation of fi nancial 
reform needs to better address problems of incentives in the banking sector and tackle 
problems of moral hazard.
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What is the state of the world economy as we enter 2011? How has the worst economic crisis in our lifetimes 

affected the future? What must be done to build a stronger, cleaner and fairer world? 
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• How can development be better promoted in the new global context? 
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