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Preface 

This third Environmental Performance Review of Turkey shows that the country’s strong 
economic growth has been relatively decoupled from air emissions, energy use, waste 
generation and water consumption. However, it still faces many environmental challenges. 
Turkey’s fast-growing energy demand continues to depend heavily on fossil fuels, 
particularly coal. Turkey’s greenhouse gas emissions increased the most of all OECD 
member countries over the past decade. Power sector and transport emissions of fine 
particulate matter create a serious health concern. Currently, over 90% of municipal waste 
is landfilled.  

To address the increasing environmental pressures, Turkey needs to step up its transition 
towards greener growth. The country has strengthened its institutional framework to 
address environmental challenges. It has also substantially upgraded its environmental 
regulations, bringing them closer to European Union requirements. However, several key 
instruments such as strategic environmental assessment and integrated permitting have to 
be fully implemented, and compliance monitoring needs to be strengthened. More progress 
is called for in improving access to environmental information. 

Environmentally related taxes are high, but could be streamlined to remove distortive 
incentives for used vehicles. Gradual removal of fossil fuel subsidies would also be 
instrumental in promoting cleaner energy and transport options. Stronger eco-innovation 
policies would allow Turkey to capture greater economic benefits from a transition to green 
growth. 

The review looks in detail at climate change and urban wastewater management. Turkey’s 
greenhouse gas emissions are not yet projected to peak despite significant investments in 
renewable energy and energy efficiency improvements. Climate change mitigation needs 
to be enhanced. Turkey should ratify the Paris Agreement and identify sector-specific 
emission reduction targets. Climate change vulnerability and impacts are expected to be 
significant, especially in the water sector. Concrete adaptation efforts are necessary at the 
local level. 

In urban wastewater management, Turkey has made substantial progress in terms of access 
to wastewater collection networks and treatment facilities, and is planning further 
investments in sanitation services. The country would benefit from co-ordinating water and 
wastewater infrastructure development with river basin planning to avoid excessive capital 
and operational costs for utilities and to keep consumer tariffs affordable. 

This review is the result of extensive policy dialogue between Turkey and the other 
members and observers of the OECD Working Party on Environmental Performance. It 
presents 36 recommendations to help Turkey advance towards a greener, low-carbon 
economy, to better manage its natural assets and to improve its environmental governance 
and management. 

I am confident that this collaborative effort will support Turkey as it continues to design, 
develop and deliver better environmental policies for better lives. 

 
Angel Gurría 
Secretary-General, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)  



From:
OECD Environmental Performance Reviews:
Turkey 2019

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264309753-en

Please cite this chapter as:

OECD (2019), “Preface”, in OECD Environmental Performance Reviews: Turkey 2019, OECD Publishing,
Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264309753-1-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document and any map included herein are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the
delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area.

You can copy, download or print OECD content for your own use, and you can include excerpts from OECD publications,
databases and multimedia products in your own documents, presentations, blogs, websites and teaching materials, provided
that suitable acknowledgment of OECD as source and copyright owner is given. All requests for public or commercial use and
translation rights should be submitted to rights@oecd.org. Requests for permission to photocopy portions of this material for
public or commercial use shall be addressed directly to the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) at info@copyright.com or the
Centre français d’exploitation du droit de copie (CFC) at contact@cfcopies.com.

https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264309753-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264309753-1-en

	Preface



