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How are development programmes systematically integrating climate and 

environment objectives post-COVID-19?  

Political commitments, strategies and tools 

Targets 

The Slovak Republic reports that there is no quantitative target for the size of the official development 

assistance (ODA) portfolio addressing climate and the environment, the reason being that such focus has 

consistently not been allowed for by long-term comparative advantages of the Slovak Republic, which are 

found in other sectors. 

Strategies and policies for systematic integration 

The 2019-2023 Medium-term Strategy of the Slovak Republic for Development Co-operation is aligned 

with the 2030 Agenda, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Paris 

Agreement and the New European Consensus on Development (Our World, Our Dignity, and Our Future 

from 2017). Support for activity having a negative impact on the environment is ruled out by the Strategy. 

Development co-operation of the Slovak Republic has four strategic objectives. Objective 3 is defined as:  

Improving the environment of people living in partner countries through various measures aimed at mitigating 
climate change, supporting sustainable use of natural resources, supporting effective water and forest 
management, securing access to water and sanitation, and supporting energy security and use of renewable 
energy sources. 

As stipulated in the Strategy, the crosscutting theme of the “Environment and climate change” is 

implemented across the development co-operation portfolio of the Slovak Republic. This includes 

supporting mitigation of climate change; strengthening capacity to adapt to climate change and increasing 

the resilience of ecosystems; protecting nature, biodiversity and land; monitoring the environment; and 

supporting the protection and sustainable use of natural resources. 

The Slovak Republic has not undertaken developing any sectoral strategies in conducting development 

co-operation. 

Key provisions and pillars 

Key provisions and pillars include: 

 guidance for project applicants and decision makers  

 regular public outreach on required standards and recommended approaches for compliance 

 an obligatory compliance checklist for applicants 

Slovak Republic 

https://slovakaid.sk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/strednodoba_strategia_rozvojovej_spoluprace_eng_2019-2023_644_stran_final.pdf
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 optional key performance indicators for environmentally oriented co-operation projects 

 inclusion of environmental impacts in the content of project monitoring. 

Box 1. Creditor reporting system’s environmental and climate markers 

Figure 1. Slovak Republic’s integration of climate objectives 

As a share of bilateral allocable aid (commitments)

 

Note: “Other environmental markers” include biodiversity, environment and desertification that do not overlap with mitigation and adaptation. 

Biodiversity-related ODA is integrated in the columns, as well as presented separately for better visibility. 

Source: OECD (2021), Creditor Reporting System (database), https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=crs1   

Operational tools for systematic integration 

Development co-operation project proposals are screened to comply with “do no harm” standards on 

climate and the environment, and projects supporting the UNFCCC goals on climate mitigation, adaptation, 

and prevention of desertification as well as on the protection of biodiversity are encouraged.   

Guidelines for Integrating the Environment and Climate Change as a Crosscutting Issue in Development 

Co-operation Instruments of the Slovak Republic, are being drawn up within the framework of the Ministry 

of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic (SK-MFEA) and United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP) partnership project (to be published).  

Instructions for applicants regarding alignment and screening are published on line at the SlovakAid 

website: 

 Guidance on Environmental and Climate-related Aspects for ODA Project Proposals 

 Ex ante Compliance Checklist  

More specific internal procedures for environmental risk assessment are in the process of being developed, 

and have previously been applied more generally. 
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https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=crs1
https://slovakaid.sk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Metodicke-usmernenie-k-prierezovym-temam-2021-1.pdf
https://slovakaid.sk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/priloha_c._6_vyzvy_kontrolny-zoznam.docx
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Monitoring, evaluation and learning frameworks 

Monitoring, evaluation and learning (MEL) processes happen mostly through reviewing the project 

accounting records and carrying out specialised monitoring visits. 

How are development programmes supporting country-owned transitions to 

environmentally sustainable, low-emissions and climate-resilient development 

pathways? 

Supporting national transition plans that are commensurate with international objectives 

This approach is piloted at the project level in two of the priority countries (Georgia and the Republic of 

Moldova) and is incorporated into mutually agreed Country Strategy Papers (to be published). It focuses 

selectively on water and wastewater management. 

Examples of projects to support national transition plans 

The Slovak Republic did not report activities in this area. 

Implementing the transition to environmentally sustainable, low-emissions and climate-

resilient development pathways 

These objectives are incorporated in relevant development co-operation calls for proposals as one among 

the elective co-operation objectives that are eligible under such calls. 

Additionally, specific development co-operation modality for technical assistance (called “Sharing Slovak 

Expertise”) provides demand-driven assistance to public sector applicants in partner countries, which is 

frequently employed in support for transition policies and reforms. 

A sectoral priority on “Infrastructure and sustainable use of national resources” is available as an eligible 

development co-operation objective in most calls for proposals addressing most eligible partner countries 

of SlovakAid. This priority seeks alignment and tangible contributions to Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) 6, 7, 11 and 15, while also requiring compliance with the crosscutting objective on climate action 

(SDG 13).  

Projects under this priority address action on water management; integrated management of water and 

other natural resources; protecting and restoring dwindling water resources; supply of safe drinking water; 

treatment and management of wastewater; increasing environmental awareness; energy security and use 

of alternative sources of energy; sustainable development of living areas; increasing resilience to natural 

disasters, including climate change; land protection; reversing land degradation and desertification; halting 

biodiversity loss; protecting and restoring ecosystems and their services; and rehabilitation of degraded 

ecosystems. 

Support for sustainable, quality infrastructure 

The Quality Infrastructure Principles are not directly implemented. They are implicitly consulted for the 

purpose of assessing certain projects according to certain selection criteria related to effectiveness and 

sustainability, mostly for investment projects. 



   213 

INTEGRATING ENVIRONMENTAL AND CLIMATE ACTION INTO DEVELOPMENT CO-OPERATION © OECD 2021 
  

Examples of projects in support of environmentally sustainable, low-emissions and climate-

resilient transitions  

 Environmental and Energy Efficiency of Water Management in Žovkva, Ukraine 

 Replacement of Diesel Generators with Solar-powered Micro-grids in Kenya 

 Ecological Recycling of Organic Waste into Amino Acid Fertiliser in Rwanda 

How are development programmes supporting SIDS to achieve sustainable 

development? 

Responding to the particular needs of SIDS 

Pursuant to the 2019-2023 Medium-term Strategy of the Slovak Republic for International Development 

Co-operation, Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are not included among target groups or objectives 

of the Slovak Republic’s development co-operation. 

Supporting SIDS’ access to finance 

The Slovak Republic did not report activities in this area.

file:///C:/Users/ujhazi/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/04OJWIZ2/ÄŒistÃ¡%20Å½ovkva%202.0:%20energoefektÃ­vne%20a%20ekologickÃ©%20nakladanie%20s%20vodou
https://slovakaid.sk/projekty/nasadenie-a-predaj-fotovolticky-napajanych-ess-energy-storage-system-a-mikrogridov-off-grid-pre-zasobovanie-elektrickej-energie-a-stabilizaciu-siete-ako-nahrada-za-diesel-generatory/
https://slovakaid.sk/projekty/podpora-udrzatelneho-a-spravodliveho-socialno-ekonomickeho-rozvoja-rwandskej-republiky-prostrednictvom-intervencii-v-oblasti-spracovania-nebezpecnych-zivocisnych-odpadov-do-aminokyselinovych-hnojiv/
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