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FOREWORD

Foreword

I n the OECD Directorate for Education, we are very aware of the key role played by
knowledge management in a world of information overload and knowledge-based
economies. Traditionally, as OECD analyses have shown, education has not been
exemplar in its own knowledge management, despite “knowledge” being education’s
core business.

We have applied this observation to our own work. We have become aware that
despite — or because of — our continued energetic output of publications there was need
to create greater transparency about the key messages from our output as a whole. We
have identified the need to present these in an accessible way so that they can be used
by different audiences — our own national contacts, other sections of governments,
experts, media, and the wider public — who do not have the time to tackle the full
corpus of international analysis coming out of our Directorate. Few users read OECD
reports cover to cover: this report represents a resource in modular format to help
readers to dip in and out and take from it those findings of most interest to them.

We have limited the scope of this resource so that it includes only published results
and policy orientations, and those applicable to most OECD countries (rather, for example,
than single country reviews). The coverage includes some analyses that have depended on
other Directorates in OECD with a direct interest in education in cases where these have
been published, at least jointly, by the Directorate for Education.

This is a “first” of its kind for the OECD Directorate for Education. We intend to
update it at regular intervals but not to publish every year — how frequently it will be
published and in what format will depend in part on the reception this initial edition
receives. Within the Directorate for Education, this synthesis has been undertaken by
the Centre for Educational Research and Innovation (CERI) and future updating
is included in the CERI programme. It was prepared by David Istance, with
Delphine Grandrieux who was responsible for copy-editing and Eric Charbonnier and
Corinne Heckmann who provided the statistical graphics.

Barbara Ischinger, Director
Directorate for Education

EDUCATION TODAY: THE OECD PERSPECTIVE - ISBN 978-92-64-05989-4 - © OECD 2009 3






TABLE OF CONTENTS

Table of Contents

Introduction .......... ... ... ...
Chapter 1. Early Childhood Educationand Care ......................
1.1. Key findings and conclusions . ... 10
1.2. Orientations forpolicy ....... ... ..o .. 14
Chapter 2. Schooling - Investments, Organisation, and Learners. . ... .. 17
2.1. Key findings and conclusions .......... ... ... . ... 18
2.2. Orientations for policy .. ......covviiiin i 25
Chapter 3. Transitions beyond Initial Education...................... 31
3.1. Keyfindingsandconclusions........... ... ... ... ... ... 32
3.2. Orientationsforpolicy .......... ... i, 36
Chapter 4. Higher Education ............ .. .. .. it 39
4.1. Keyfindingsandconclusions................. .. ..., 40
4.2. Orientations forpolicy ........ ... oo 45
Chapter 5. Adult Education and Training - Participation and Provision .... 51
5.1. Key findingsand conclusions . .......... ... . .. .. 52
5.2. Orientations forpolicy .......... .. ..o, 55
Chapter 6. Lifelong Learning . . . ...ttt 59
6.1. Key findingsand conclusions .......... ... ... ... ... ... 60
6.2. Orientationsforpolicy ......... ..., 62
Chapter 7. Outcomes, Benefitsand Returns. . ........................ 65
7.1. Key findings and conclusions . .......... .. ... .. 66
7.2. Orientations forpolicy .......... ..o ... 74
Chapter 8. Equity and Equality of Opportunity ....................... 77
8.1. Key findingsand conclusions .......... ... ... ... ... ..., 78
8.2. Orientationsforpolicy ...........ooiiiiiiii ... 82
Chapter 9. Innovation and Knowledge Management. ................. 87
9.1. Key findings and conclusions . ..., 88
9.2. Orientations for policy .. ... ...t 89
Bibliography . ...... ... e 93

List of tables
1.1. Main forms of funding for early childhood education
ANd CATE SETVICES. .+« . vttt ettt et e e e 12

EDUCATION TODAY: THE OECD PERSPECTIVE - ISBN 978-92-64-05989-4 - © OECD 2009 5



TABLE OF CONTENTS

List of figures

1.1. Most children come into education well before the age

Of 57€ars (2006) . . . .ottt 10
2.1. Spending per school student goingup. ...................... 20
2.2. Total number of intended instruction hours

in public institutions between the ages of 7 and 14 (2006). . .. .. 21
3.1. Completion of upper secondary education

is now the norm across OECD countries..................... 34
3.2. Expected years in education and not in education

for 15-to-29-year-olds (2006) . .. ..ottt 35
4.1. Population that has attained at least tertiary education (2006) .... 40
4.2. Distribution of foreign students in tertiary education,

by country of destination (2006) . .... ..., 43
5.1. Adults enrolled in education (2006) .................c....... 53
6.1. Expected time in education for 5-year-olds based on current

enrolment patterns (2004) . ......... ... i 61
7.1. Percentages in each PISA proficiency level in science (2006).... 67
7.2. Percentages in each PISA proficiency level

in mathematics (2006) .. ...ttt 68
7.3. Percentages in each PISA proficiency level in reading (2006).... 68
7.4. Earnings from employment by level of educational

attainment for 25-to-64-years-olds by gender,

2006 or latest availableyear ......... ... .. ... .. . L. 71
8.1. Women have overtaken men in upper secondary and higher

education attainments, as shown by attainments

of different age groups in the adult population in 2006 . ....... 80
8.2. Mathematics performance by migration status in 2003 ........ 80

This book has...

<< StatlLinks s

A service that delivers Excel® files
from the printed page!

Look for the StatLinks at the bottom right-hand corner of the tables or graphs in this book.
To download the matching Excel® spreadsheet, just type the link into your Internet browser,
starting with the http://dx.doi.org prefix.

If you're reading the PDF e-book edition, and your PC is connected to the Internet, simply
click on the link. You’ll find StatLinks appearing in more OECD books.

EDUCATION TODAY: THE OECD PERSPECTIVE - ISBN 978-92-64-05989-4 — © OECD 2009



INTRODUCTION

Introduction

This summary report is based on results from OECD work produced primarily
since 2002 when the Directorate for Education was created, and especially in
the past 3-4 years. The background to its preparation is explained in the
Foreword by Director Barbara Ischinger. The approach chosen focuses on
results and policy orientations which are published and hence in the public
domain. Only generalised findings about developments, policy, or practice
relevant across most OECD countries have been included. So, not covered are:
studies or reviews of single countries; publications which provide exchange of
information on promising practice without broader analytic conclusions; work
plans and programme intentions; clarifying statements of problems/
challenges/issues.

It is divided into nine sections, devised as a structure to reflect well the
different areas of educational work and to bring out policy conclusions and
messages. The choice of a larger number of short sections is deliberate in
order to allow the key messages to emerge more clearly than they would in a
smaller number of extensive “chapters”. We have also included some
illustrative charts as visuals to complement the text.

It is produced entirely in modular format rather than as a continuous
narrative. Each of the sections is divided into, respectively: Key findings and
conclusions and Orientations for policy. Each modular text is introduced by the
key message it contains or, where the module is in the form of a list of
messages, these are highlighted instead. Each one also includes the title and
chapter reference to the OECD report from which it comes, and these titles are
brought together in an extensive but not exhaustive bibliography at the end.

In order to stay within manageable limits, this resource is highly
selective of all the possible findings and policy orientations regarding
education at OECD. As the included texts are removed from the fuller
analyses from which they are taken, there is a natural risk of over-
simplification with short conclusions taken out of their wider analytical
context. For both of these reasons, therefore, it is strongly advised that users
looking for more than the headline messages should refer back to the
original OECD source for the fuller picture.
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