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TOTAL TAX REVENUE

Total tax revenue as a percentage of GDP indicates the
share of a country’s output that is collected by the
government through taxes. It can be regarded as one
measure of the degree to which the government controls
the economy’s resources.

Definition

Taxes are defined as compulsory, unrequited payments to
general government. They are unrequited in the sense that
benefits provided by government to taxpayers are not
normally in proportion to their payments. The data on total
tax revenue shown here refer to the revenues collected
from taxes on income and profits, social security
contributions, taxes levied on goods and services, payroll
taxes, taxes on the ownership and transfer of property, and
other taxes.

Taxes on incomes and profits cover taxes levied on the net
income or profits (gross income minus allowable tax
reliefs) of individuals and enterprises. They also cover
taxes levied on the capital gains of individuals and
enterprises, and gains from gambling.

Taxes on goods and services cover all taxes levied on the
production, extraction, sale, transfer, leasing or delivery of

Overview

The tax burden continued to rise in OECD countries in
2012, increasing by 0.5 percentage points to an average
34.6% of GDP. The increase is calculated by applying the
unweighted average percentage change for 2012 in the
30 countries providing data for that year to the overall
average tax to GDP ratio in 2011. The rate of increase
was higher than in 2011 and 2010 when the average tax
burdens were 34.1% and 33.8%. Of those 30 countries,
the total tax revenues as a percentage of GDP rose in 21
and fell in 9 compared with 2011. However in most
cases, changes in the total tax to GDP ratio for countries
were very small.

The slow upward trend in this ratio recorded in almost
all OECD countries during the 1990s stopped in 2000.
Since then, the total tax revenue as a percentage of GDP
for all OECD countries has fallen but by less than
1 percentage point.

Revenue collected from taxes on income and profit
accounted for 11.4% of GDP on average in 2011. This
ratio showed an upward trend in the second half of the
1990s reaching a peak in 2000. After declining slightly
in the following years, the average ratio in 2007 rose
above the 2000 peak but has now fallen back again.
The OECD average for tax revenues on goods and
services has declined by 0.3 percentage point since
2005 but at the same time has been remarkably stable
since 1995 at a level of around 11% of GDP.
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goods, and the rendering of services, or on the use of goods
or permission to use goods or to perform activities. They
consist mainly of value added and sales taxes.

Note that the sum of taxes on goods and services and taxes

on income and profits is less than the figure for total tax
revenues.

Comparability

The tax revenue data are collected in a way that makes
them as internationally comparable as possible. Country
representatives have agreed on the definitions of each type
of tax and how they should be measured in all OECD
countries, and they are then responsible for submitting
data to the OECD that conform to these rules.

Sources
¢ OECD (2013), Revenue Statistics, OECD Publishing.

Further information

Analytical publications

e OECD (2013), Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of
Information for Tax Purposes, OECD Publishing.

e OECD (2013), Inventory of Estimated Budgetary Support and
Tax Expenditures for Fossil Fuels 2013, OECD Publishing.

¢ OECD (2013), Scaling-Up Finance Mechanisms for Biodiversity,
OECD Publishing.

e OECD (2013), Taxing Energy Use, A Graphical Analysis, OECD
Publishing.

¢ OECD (2012), Consumption Tax Trends, OECD Publishing.

¢ OECD (2011), OECD Tax Policy Studies, OECD Publishing.

¢ OECD (2010), Tax Co-operation: Towards a Level Playing Field,
OECD Publishing.

Statistical publications

e OECD (2013), Taxing Wages, OECD Publishing.

Methodological publications

¢ OECD and Council of Europe (France) (2011), The
Multilateral Convention on Mutual Administrative Assistance
in Tax Matters, OECD Publishing.

e OECD (2010), Model Tax Convention on Income and on Capital:
Condensed Version, OECD Publishing.

Online databases

e OECD Tax Statistics.

Websites

e OECD Centre for Tax Policy and Administration,
www.oecd.org/ctp.

¢ Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of
Information for Tax Purposes, www.oecd.org/tax/
transparency.
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TOTAL TAX REVENUE
Total tax revenue
As a percentage of GDP
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Australia 304 289 293 30.0 303 30.0 296 297 271 2538 256 265 B
Austria 43.0 449 436 435 430 424 415 4138 428 424 422 423 432
Belgium 447 446 447 443 444 445 441 436 440 434 435 444 453
Canada 349 343 328 327 325 323 326 323 316 314 306 304 307
Chile 18.8 19.0 19.0 187 19.1 20.7 220 228 214 17.2 195 212 208
Czech Republic 340 34.1 349 358 36.3 36.1 356 359 35.0 338 339 349 355
Denmark 49.4 485 479 48.0 49.0 50.8 496 489 478 478 474 47.7 480
Estonia 31.0 30.2 31.0 308 306 306 307 314 319 353 340 323 325
Finland 47.2 448 447 441 435 439 438 430 429 428 425 437 441
France 444 44.1 435 433 436 444 444 437 435 425 429 444 453
Germany 375 36.3 356 35.8 35.0 35.0 357 36.1 36.5 374 36.2 36.9 376
Gresce 343 332 339 323 315 321 316 325 324 305 316 322 338
Hungary 39.3 384 380 37.9 377 373 373 403 404 39.9 38.0 374 389
Iceland 37.2 354 353 36.7 379 40.7 415 406 36.7 339 35.2 36.0 372
Ireland 309 288 27.7 28.1 296 301 316 311 29.2 276 274 279 283
Isragl 37.0 37.0 36.3 355 355 35.7 36.0 36.4 338 313 324 326 316
Italy 420 “u7 414 M5 408 406 421 432 430 434 430 430 444
Japan 266 26.8 258 253 26.1 273 28.1 285 285 27.0 276 286 .
Korea 26 230 232 24,0 233 24.0 25.0 265 265 255 251 259 26.8
Luxembourg 39.1 39.8 39.3 38.1 373 376 359 356 373 39.0 373 37.0 378
Mexico 16.9 171 165 174 171 18.1 182 177 209 174 189 197
Netherlands 396 38.1 374 36.9 372 384 39.1 387 39.2 38.2 389 386 .
New Zealand 329 323 336 334 345 36.4 357 345 336 311 311 315 329
Norway 426 429 434 423 431 432 435 429 421 420 426 425 422
Poland 328 326 334 326 317 33.0 340 348 342 317 317 323 .
Portugal 309 307 312 315 303 314 318 325 325 307 31.2 330 325
Slovak Republic 341 331 332 33.1 317 315 294 295 295 29.1 283 287 285
Slovenia 37.3 375 378 38.0 38.1 386 383 377 374 37.0 38.1 374 374
Spain 343 339 344 340 349 36.0 36.9 373 331 309 325 322 329
Sweden 514 494 475 478 481 489 483 474 464 46.6 454 44.2 443
Switzerland 29.3 285 289 28.2 27.8 28.1 27.9 217 28.1 28.7 28.1 286 28.2
Turkey 242 26.1 246 259 24.1 243 245 24.1 242 246 26.2 27.8 277
United Kingdom 36.4 36.2 348 344 349 354 36.3 35.7 35.8 342 349 35.7 35.2
United States 284 274 25.1 245 247 26.0 26.8 26.9 254 233 238 24.0 243
EU 28 . . . . . . . . . . . .
OECD 35.2 347 344 343 343 348 35.0 35.0 345 336 338 344 .
Brazil 301 31.0 317 312 321 331 331 338 340 326 332 349 36.3
China
India
Indonesia
Russian Federation
South Africa
StatLink i=m http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888933028976
Total tax revenue
As a percentage of GDP
[ 2012 or latest available year #2000
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Taxes on income and profits
As a percentage of GDP

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Australia 176 16.3 16.7 16.9 17.7 17.7 17.5 17.7 16.0 14.4 14.6 15.7 .
Austria 12.2 14.0 12.9 12.7 125 1.9 12.0 125 13.2 1.9 11.9 12.2 126
Belgium 172 174 172 16.8 16.8 16.3 15.9 156 15.8 146 15.0 154 157
Canada 175 16.4 148 147 15.0 15.2 15.8 15.8 155 14.9 14.3 143 145
Chile 44 45 46 47 5.7 75 10.0 10.4 8.0 54 75 85 83
Czech Republic 7.7 82 86 9.1 9.1 838 88 89 79 72 6.9 71 73
Denmark 29.8 28.8 286 28.8 29.6 31.2 29.9 293 289 29.2 29.0 29.1 29.6
Estonia 7.7 72 75 8.0 79 70 71 74 79 75 6.8 65 6.8
Finland 20.4 183 18.1 171 16.8 16.8 16.7 16.9 16.7 15.4 15.2 155 15.2
France 1.1 1.2 10.4 10.1 10.2 10.4 10.8 10.4 10.5 88 94 10.0 10.7
Germany 13 105 10.0 9.8 9.6 9.9 10.8 1.3 115 10.8 10.3 10.9 114
Greece 94 8.1 8.2 75 76 8.1 75 76 75 75 7.0 7.0 84
Hungary 95 9.8 10.0 94 89 88 9.2 10.2 104 9.8 7.8 6.1 6.6
Iceland 148 153 153 16.0 161 176 183 184 178 16.0 156 16.4 17.0
Ireland 13.1 121 1.0 1.2 18 16 125 122 1.0 10.1 10.0 14 121
Israel 147 146 12.8 12.0 17 121 133 133 1.2 9.4 95 9.8 9.7
Italy 139 142 133 129 12.8 12.8 139 146 148 142 141 139 146
Japan 9.3 9.0 79 7.7 83 92 9.9 10.4 96 8.0 83 86 88
Korea 6.5 6.1 59 6.7 6.5 7.0 74 84 82 73 71 7.8 8.0
Luxembourg 141 14.4 14.4 139 124 129 125 124 135 139 13.7 133 134
Mexico 46 48 48 46 42 44 46 49 52 5.0 52 54 52
Netherlands 10.0 10.1 10.2 9.4 9.2 10.7 10.6 10.9 10.7 10.7 10.8 10.3 .
New Zealand 19.7 191 20.1 19.9 211 229 22.2 21.7 203 17.7 16.7 16.9 18.0
Norway 19.2 193 188 185 200 213 218 205 212 19.2 20.1 205 203
Poland 6.8 6.4 6.3 6.0 5.9 6.4 70 8.0 8.1 6.9 6.5 6.5 .
Portugal 9.2 8.7 86 8.1 80 79 82 9.1 93 86 84 94 8.7
Slovak Republic 70 70 6.6 6.7 57 56 57 58 6.2 52 5.0 51 54
Slovenia 6.9 71 74 76 78 83 8.7 838 84 77 76 74 71
Spain 98 9.6 10.2 9.5 9.9 10.6 14 125 10.2 9.2 9.2 93 9.9
Sweden 21.0 187 17.0 176 183 19.1 19.1 184 16.8 16.4 16.2 15.5 155
Switzerland 13.0 122 126 12.3 122 126 12.8 12.8 133 135 12.9 132 13.0
Turkey 71 75 6.1 6.1 53 53 53 5.7 58 59 56 58 6.0
United Kingdom 142 14.3 133 12.6 12.8 136 144 141 143 132 131 132 126
United States 14.3 133 11 10.6 10.8 12.2 12.9 131 1.6 9.6 10.2 1.2 116
EU 28 . . . . . . . . . . . .
OECD 12.5 12.2 11.8 11.6 1.7 12.2 12.5 12.7 12.3 1.3 11.2 114 .
Brazil 58 6.1 6.4 6.3 6.2 70 6.9 72 7.7 72 6.9 76 73
China
India
Indonesia
Russian Federation
South Africa

StatLink mi=m http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888933028995

Taxes on income and profits
As a percentage of GDP

[ 2012 or latest available year 2000
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q
Taxes on goods and services
As a percentage of GDP
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Australia 87 838 91 89 87 84 81 80 75 76 74 72 B
Austria 123 123 125 124 123 121 116 15 116 1.9 18 118 19
Belgium 14 10.7 10.8 10.7 1.0 111 1.4 108 10.7 108 1.0 109 1.3
Canada 85 85 86 86 84 8.1 79 77 74 75 75 74 75
Chile 12,0 1.8 1.7 1.3 10.8 10.7 95 10.0 10.8 96 10.0 105 106
Czech Republic 10.7 104 104 106 1.3 1.3 107 10.7 1.0 1.2 1.3 1.7 1.9
Denmark 15.9 159 16.0 15.8 16.0 16.3 164 16.3 15.5 153 15.1 15.2 152
Estonia 1.9 12.0 122 1.8 1.8 129 134 13.1 1.8 144 137 134 137
Finland 13.7 133 135 144 138 138 136 129 129 134 134 143 144
France 15 1.1 1.2 14 1.2 1.2 1.4 10.9 10.7 106 10.7 109 1.0
Germany 105 104 104 105 10.2 101 10.1 105 106 1141 106 108 10.7
Greece 12.1 126 124 115 1.2 1.2 116 1.9 116 109 123 12.7 126
Hungary 159 14.9 143 149 154 148 143 15.2 149 159 16.2 159 17.5
Iceland 164 14.3 144 15.1 16.0 17.1 176 164 136 120 124 125 129
Ireland 1.6 104 10.7 106 1.1 1.3 1.3 1.2 108 10.0 99 96 99
Israel 123 122 13.0 129 13.0 12.8 124 128 12.7 124 13.0 12.9 124
Italy 1.7 1.2 1.1 10.7 10.8 10.7 1.0 10.9 106 106 1.1 1.2 1.3
Japan 5.1 52 52 5.1 52 53 52 5.1 5.1 5.1 52 53 52
Korea 87 9.1 90 8.9 84 8.2 8.1 8.3 84 82 85 8.1 84
Luxembourg 106 105 10.7 105 1.2 10.9 101 98 104 108 10.0 10.0 106
Mexico 8.9 88 8.1 9.1 95 10.2 103 94 124 87 99 10.7 106
Netheriands 15 1.8 116 1.7 1.9 122 121 120 1.9 1.7 12.0 1.6 .
New Zealand 114 15 1.8 118 1.7 1.7 1.7 109 1.3 14 123 125 128
Norway 135 133 133 129 126 12.0 119 12.2 109 17 1.8 1.3 1.1
Poland 118 114 121 122 1.9 12.7 133 13.0 130 17 125 127 .
Portugal 122 123 12.6 128 127 134 137 13.2 130 116 124 129 131
Slovak Republic 123 1.2 114 12.0 123 126 14 1.3 10.7 106 103 10.7 98
Slovenia 14.0 136 13.9 14.0 137 136 133 132 13.2 136 145 13.9 142
Spain 10.2 98 97 97 99 10.1 100 94 8.2 72 8.7 84 8.7
Sweden 127 126 12.7 127 126 12.8 126 126 129 135 134 129 128
Switzeriand 66 65 64 6.4 6.5 6.5 6.4 6.2 6.3 6.3 64 64 6.1
Turkey 1041 105 15 12.8 15 12,0 19 15 1.0 1.2 125 126 125
United Kingdom 1.6 13 1.3 1.3 1.2 10.7 105 104 10.3 99 10.7 15 16
United States 46 45 45 45 45 46 46 45 44 43 43 44 44
EU28 . . ; . . . . . . . . .
0ECD 1.3 1.0 1.4 1.2 1.2 1.3 1.1 1.0 108 107 11.0 11.0 .
Brazil 139 143 144 141 148 1438 146 147 15.2 141 1438 154 143
China
India
Indonesia
Russian Federation
South Africa
StatLink &i=m http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888933029014
Taxes on goods and services
As a percentage of GDP
[ 2012 or latest available year #2000
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