
UNITED KINGDOM

Table 1. Labour force
Annual average estimates

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Labour force, thousands

All persons 31 584: 31 841: 32 129: 32 391: 32 667: 32 943: 33 247: 33 412: 33 701: 33 964:

Males 16 983: 17 095: 17 241: 17 330: 17 435: 17 572: 17 727: 17 736: 17 869: 17 945:

Females 14 602: 14 747: 14 888: 15 061: 15 233: 15 371: 15 520: 15 676: 15 831: 16 019:

Unemployed, thousands
All persons 2 459: 2 559: 2 533: 2 437: 1 996: 1 746: 1 599: 1 447: 1 347: 1 269:

Males 1 456: 1 477: 1 434: 1 377: 1 109: 958: 873: 786: 723: 703:

Females 1 004: 1 082: 1 100: 1 060: 887: 788: 726: 661: 624: 566:

Employment, thousands
All persons 29 125: 29 282: 29 596: 29 954: 30 671: 31 197: 31 648: 31 965: 32 354: 32 695:

Males 15 527: 15 618: 15 808: 15 953: 16 325: 16 614: 16 854: 16 950: 17 147: 17 242:

Females 13 598: 13 664: 13 788: 14 001: 14 346: 14 583: 14 794: 15 015: 15 208: 15 452:

Employment (%)
Males 53.3: 53.3: 53.4: 53.3: 53.2: 53.3: 53.3: 53.0: 53.0: 52.7:

Females 46.7: 46.7: 46.6: 46.7: 46.8: 46.7: 46.7: 47.0: 47.0: 47.3:

Unemployment rate (% of labour force)
All persons 7.8: 8.0: 7.9: 7.5: 6.1: 5.3: 4.8: 4.3: 4.0: 3.7:

Males 8.6: 8.6: 8.3: 7.9: 6.4: 5.5: 4.9: 4.4: 4.0: 3.9:

Females 6.9: 7.3: 7.4: 7.0: 5.8: 5.1: 4.7: 4.2: 3.9: 3.5:

EMPLOYMENT - PROFESSIONAL STATUS, thousands
All activities 29 125: 29 282: 29 596: 29 954: 30 671: 31 197: 31 648: 31 965: 32 354: 32 695:

Employees 24 929: 25 027: 25 094: 25 398: 25 841: 26 383: 26 648: 26 947: 27 361: 27 502:

Employers and persons working on own account 3 979: 4 050: 4 218: 4 259: 4 555: 4 572: 4 767: 4 795: 4 773: 4 962:

Unpaid family workers 94: 102: 108: 110: 115: 102: 117: 116: 115: 127:

Employees as % of employment 85.6: 85.5: 84.8: 84.8: 84.2: 84.6: 84.2: 84.3: 84.6: 84.1:

Part-time employment (%)
Part-time as % of employment 24.6: 24.7: 25.0: 24.6: 24.1: 24.0: 23.8: 23.5: 23.2: 23.1:

Male share of part time employment 25.0: 25.2: 26.1: 26.2: 25.8: 26.3: 25.9: 25.7: 25.9: 25.6:

Female share of part time employment 75.0: 74.8: 73.9: 73.8: 74.2: 73.7: 74.1: 74.3: 74.1: 74.4:

Male part-time as % of male employment 11.6: 11.7: 12.3: 12.2: 11.7: 11.9: 11.7: 11.5: 11.4: 11.2:

Female part-time as % of female employment 39.3: 39.3: 39.4: 38.7: 38.1: 37.7: 37.5: 37.0: 36.4: 36.1:

Duration of unemployment (% of total unemployment)
Less than one month 10.4: 10.5: 10.9: 11.0: 12.7: 14.5: 15.6: 17.9: 17.4: 18.8:

More than 1 month and less than 3 months 19.7: 19.9: 18.8: 19.4: 19.7: 22.4: 24.2: 24.1: 23.3: 24.4:

More than 3 months and less than 6 months 17.4: 17.8: 16.8: 16.4: 15.6: 16.7: 17.8: 16.2: 17.6: 16.7:

More than 6 months and less than 1 year 20.0: 18.3: 18.8: 17.1: 16.3: 15.8: 15.2: 15.9: 15.5: 15.0:

More than 1 year 32.6: 33.5: 34.7: 36.2: 35.7: 30.7: 27.2: 25.9: 26.3: 25.1:

Note: Detailed metadata: http://metalinks.oecd.org/lfs/20200831/28830,
http://metalinks.oecd.org/lfs/20200831/67282, http://metalinks.oecd.org/lfs/20200831/9d9fa
and http://metalinks.oecd.org/lfs/20200831/64a1d.
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UNITED KINGDOM

Table 2. Participation rates and unemployment rates by age and sex
Annual average estimates, percentage

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Participation rates

Males
15-19 47.7: 48.1: 47.3: 44.5: 42.8: 43.9: 43.6: 43.7: 42.7: 41.9:

20-24 78.8: 77.9: 78.0: 78.8: 77.4: 78.7: 76.8: 76.3: 75.7: 76.0:

25-34 92.5: 92.7: 92.9: 93.1: 92.9: 92.5: 92.9: 93.1: 92.8: 92.7:

35-44 92.1: 92.4: 92.9: 92.7: 92.8: 93.0: 92.6: 93.3: 93.3: 93.3:

45-54 89.2: 89.4: 89.5: 90.1: 89.8: 90.2: 90.0: 90.3: 90.0: 90.1:

55-59 79.7: 78.3: 79.7: 80.5: 80.9: 80.5: 80.9: 80.8: 81.2: 81.6:

60-64 58.2: 56.8: 57.5: 59.3: 59.2: 60.6: 61.7: 61.7: 62.6: 63.6:

15-24 65.1: 65.1: 64.9: 64.3: 62.8: 64.0: 62.9: 62.7: 62.1: 61.9:

25-54 91.3: 91.5: 91.7: 92.0: 91.8: 91.8: 91.8: 92.2: 92.0: 92.0:

55-64 68.7: 67.4: 68.8: 70.2: 70.6: 71.2: 72.0: 72.0: 72.7: 73.3:

65 and over 11.3: 11.7: 12.2: 13.1: 13.4: 14.0: 13.9: 13.7: 14.0: 14.0:

15-64 82.4: 82.2: 82.7: 83.0: 82.7: 83.1: 83.0: 83.2: 83.1: 83.2:

Females
15-19 48.2: 47.9: 48.0: 46.3: 45.8: 45.5: 44.9: 44.1: 43.3: 43.8:

20-24 67.3: 69.1: 68.2: 69.4: 68.4: 71.6: 71.1: 71.3: 70.4: 71.3:

25-34 75.9: 76.4: 76.5: 77.0: 77.3: 77.5: 78.3: 79.8: 79.9: 81.1:

35-44 78.0: 77.9: 79.2: 79.4: 79.7: 80.1: 79.3: 80.2: 80.7: 81.3:

45-54 80.4: 80.5: 81.0: 80.6: 81.6: 81.1: 81.4: 81.8: 81.5: 82.2:

55-59 68.0: 67.4: 68.0: 70.5: 70.7: 71.1: 71.0: 71.1: 72.4: 72.2:

60-64 34.2: 34.3: 35.9: 38.5: 40.3: 42.1: 44.3: 47.4: 50.1: 52.5:

15-24 59.1: 60.1: 59.8: 59.8: 59.1: 60.8: 60.2: 60.0: 59.3: 60.0:

25-54 78.1: 78.3: 78.9: 79.1: 79.6: 79.6: 79.7: 80.6: 80.7: 81.5:

55-64 50.6: 50.4: 52.0: 54.9: 56.1: 57.4: 58.5: 60.1: 62.1: 63.1:

65 and over 5.8: 6.1: 6.5: 7.2: 7.6: 7.6: 7.7: 7.6: 7.8: 8.3:

15-64 69.7: 69.9: 70.7: 71.3: 71.7: 72.3: 72.4: 73.3: 73.6: 74.4:

All persons
15-24 62.1: 62.6: 62.4: 62.1: 61.0: 62.4: 61.6: 61.4: 60.7: 61.0:

25-54 84.6: 84.8: 85.3: 85.4: 85.6: 85.6: 85.7: 86.3: 86.3: 86.7:

55-64 59.5: 58.7: 60.2: 62.4: 63.2: 64.2: 65.1: 65.9: 67.3: 68.1:

65 and over 8.3: 8.6: 9.1: 9.8: 10.2: 10.5: 10.5: 10.4: 10.6: 10.9:

15-64 76.0: 76.0: 76.6: 77.1: 77.2: 77.6: 77.7: 78.2: 78.3: 78.8:

Unemployment rates
Males

15-19 30.8: 35.0: 32.2: 32.6: 27.8: 24.3: 24.2: 21.5: 18.4: 19.9:

20-24 17.9: 18.6: 20.1: 18.4: 15.5: 12.5: 11.5: 10.1: 10.1: 10.6:

25-34 8.2: 8.0: 7.8: 7.6: 5.8: 4.6: 4.1: 4.2: 3.7: 3.7:

35-44 6.0: 5.4: 4.9: 4.8: 4.2: 3.2: 2.9: 2.7: 2.5: 2.1:

45-54 5.6: 5.5: 5.2: 5.0: 4.0: 3.5: 3.2: 2.5: 2.8: 2.5:

55-59 6.2: 6.0: 5.8: 5.8: 4.5: 4.3: 4.0: 3.7: 3.1: 3.2:

60-64 5.1: 5.9: 5.8: 5.3: 4.8: 4.0: 4.2: 4.3: 4.0: 3.1:

15-24 22.0: 23.8: 23.8: 22.6: 19.0: 15.9: 15.2: 13.4: 12.5: 13.2:

25-54 6.6: 6.3: 6.0: 5.8: 4.7: 3.8: 3.4: 3.1: 3.0: 2.8:

55-64 5.7: 6.0: 5.8: 5.6: 4.6: 4.2: 4.1: 4.0: 3.5: 3.2:

65 and over 2.9: 3.1: 2.5: 2.7: 2.4: 1.7: 1.3: 2.1: 1.7: 1.7:

15-64 8.7: 8.8: 8.5: 8.2: 6.7: 5.5: 5.1: 4.6: 4.3: 4.2:

Total 8.5: 8.6: 8.3: 8.0: 6.5: 5.4: 4.9: 4.5: 4.2: 4.1:

Females
15-19 23.5: 27.0: 25.3: 24.1: 22.9: 19.6: 17.3: 17.2: 16.4: 13.7:

20-24 13.0: 14.2: 14.3: 14.6: 11.5: 9.6: 8.6: 7.9: 8.3: 7.4:

25-34 6.9: 7.4: 7.7: 6.6: 6.2: 5.2: 5.1: 4.1: 4.0: 3.5:

35-44 5.2: 5.7: 5.6: 5.6: 4.6: 4.0: 3.7: 3.5: 3.1: 3.0:

45-54 3.9: 4.3: 4.7: 4.3: 3.5: 3.3: 2.9: 2.4: 2.6: 2.4:

55-59 3.2: 4.0: 4.1: 4.5: 4.1: 3.0: 2.9: 2.8: 2.9: 2.2:

60-64 2.1: 2.2: 2.9: 3.3: 2.8: 2.6: 3.6: 3.3: 3.1: 3.1:

15-24 16.7: 18.5: 18.0: 17.6: 15.2: 12.7: 11.3: 10.7: 10.8: 9.3:

25-54 5.3: 5.7: 6.0: 5.5: 4.7: 4.2: 3.9: 3.3: 3.2: 2.9:

55-64 2.8: 3.4: 3.6: 4.1: 3.6: 2.8: 3.2: 3.0: 3.0: 2.5:

65 and over ..: 2.0: 1.7: 1.8: 1.7: 1.6: 1.7: 1.6: 1.3: 1.3:

15-64 6.7: 7.4: 7.5: 7.1: 6.1: 5.2: 4.8: 4.3: 4.2: 3.7:

Total 6.6: 7.3: 7.3: 6.9: 5.9: 5.1: 4.7: 4.2: 4.1: 3.6:

All persons
15-24 19.5: 21.3: 21.1: 20.2: 17.2: 14.4: 13.3: 12.1: 11.6: 11.3:

25-54 6.0: 6.0: 6.0: 5.7: 4.7: 4.0: 3.6: 3.2: 3.1: 2.9:

55-64 4.5: 4.9: 4.9: 4.9: 4.2: 3.6: 3.6: 3.5: 3.3: 2.9:

65 and over 2.4: 2.7: 2.2: 2.4: 2.1: 1.6: 1.5: 1.9: 1.5: 1.5:

15-64 7.8: 8.2: 8.0: 7.7: 6.4: 5.4: 5.0: 4.5: 4.3: 4.0:

.. Not available
Note: Detailed metadata at:http://metalinks.oecd.org/lfs/20200831/71aac
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UNITED KINGDOM

Table 3. Employment and employees: breakdown by activity - ISIC Rev. 4
Annual average estimates

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
EMPLOYMENT

By activity, thousands
A-U All activities 29 125.0: 29 282.1: 29 595.7: 29 953.7: 30 671.4: 31 197.1: 31 647.8: 31 965.3: 32 354.1: 32 694.8:

A Agriculture, hunting and forestry 351.6: 354.8: 348.4: 314.2: 382.0: 352.8: 354.4: 369.7: 344.2: 341.0:

B-F Industry 5 554.5: 5 576.4: 5 588.1: 5 599.3: 5 767.9: 5 781.9: 5 815.3: 5 803.9: 5 830.2: 5 901.6:

B Mining and quarrying 103.4: 103.2: 124.7: 131.4: 132.3: 154.2: 114.7: 121.3: 131.9: 126.2:

C Manufacturing 2 864.7: 2 859.3: 2 900.0: 2 921.1: 3 007.4: 2 993.1: 2 997.0: 2 926.3: 2 892.4: 2 989.7:

D Electricity, gas, steam, air cond. supply 176.0: 182.1: 176.2: 178.3: 181.9: 184.3: 186.6: 192.3: 206.4: 199.5:

E Water supply, sewerage, waste mgt, remediation 194.7: 229.6: 230.2: 210.8: 209.8: 215.5: 221.1: 227.4: 250.4: 230.3:

F Construction 2 215.7: 2 202.2: 2 157.1: 2 157.7: 2 236.5: 2 234.8: 2 296.0: 2 336.6: 2 349.2: 2 356.0:

G-U Services 23 219.0: 23 350.9: 23 659.2: 24 040.1: 24 521.5: 25 062.5: 25 478.1: 25 791.8: 26 179.6: 26 452.2:

G Wholesale, retail trade, vehicle, motorcycle repair 4 009.9: 4 019.9: 4 063.6: 4 020.5: 4 019.5: 4 066.2: 4 169.1: 4 195.4: 4 174.9: 4 039.8:

H Transportation and storage 1 453.7: 1 437.3: 1 442.2: 1 499.0: 1 474.9: 1 556.9: 1 612.4: 1 573.6: 1 605.0: 1 572.3:

I Accommodation and food service activities 1 428.0: 1 453.2: 1 483.4: 1 517.1: 1 597.8: 1 637.0: 1 708.2: 1 745.8: 1 735.1: 1 745.0:

J Information and communication 1 012.4: 1 067.0: 1 116.9: 1 169.1: 1 200.7: 1 262.3: 1 262.3: 1 292.3: 1 304.6: 1 388.5:

K Financial and insurance activities 1 179.3: 1 188.1: 1 201.8: 1 157.5: 1 178.8: 1 234.4: 1 243.9: 1 214.3: 1 320.3: 1 286.6:

L Real estate activities 281.3: 299.1: 333.9: 337.8: 351.4: 340.8: 354.5: 352.3: 366.6: 391.3:

M Professional, scientific and technical activities 1 873.9: 1 868.5: 1 946.8: 2 042.6: 2 143.6: 2 176.0: 2 277.9: 2 335.7: 2 404.7: 2 519.2:

N Administrative and support service activities 1 339.8: 1 326.4: 1 364.4: 1 414.7: 1 440.3: 1 499.7: 1 511.2: 1 574.0: 1 567.1: 1 529.7:

O Public administration, defence, social security 1 906.9: 1 855.2: 1 822.1: 1 849.5: 1 825.2: 1 846.9: 1 910.2: 1 977.1: 2 100.5: 2 110.8:

P Education 3 099.6: 3 059.0: 3 073.4: 3 089.1: 3 180.7: 3 278.9: 3 312.6: 3 262.5: 3 277.4: 3 413.2:

Q Human health and social work activities 3 831.8: 3 941.8: 3 909.8: 4 020.7: 4 090.2: 4 147.1: 4 130.6: 4 200.9: 4 272.7: 4 401.1:

R Arts, entertainment and recreation 756.6: 750.4: 774.4: 737.9: 793.9: 843.8: 825.4: 841.4: 862.8: 878.7:

S Other service activities 730.1: 762.6: 735.3: 802.2: 837.5: 864.9: 873.1: 938.5: 889.6: 937.7:

T Households as employers and own-use activities 64.3: 67.9: 62.4: 64.4: 83.6: 55.2: 69.4: 60.3: 58.1: 49.7:

U Activities of extraterritorial organizations, bodies 41.0: 50.3: 40.8: 42.0: 43.1: 39.3: 49.8: 44.9: 52.0: 58.4:

EMPLOYEES
By activity, thousands

A-U All activities 24 965.8: 25 064.2: 25 135.6: 25 438.3: 25 894.8: 26 438.5: 26 702.6: 26 996.2: 27 423.5: 27 572.8:

A Agriculture, hunting and forestry 143.3: 143.4: 153.2: 138.2: 159.9: 167.5: 169.3: 171.1: 159.9: 149.0:

B-F Industry 4 468.1: 4 493.8: 4 478.6: 4 469.2: 4 603.4: 4 607.4: 4 593.5: 4 557.8: 4 577.4: 4 684.4:

B Mining and quarrying 94.2: 95.5: 109.8: 116.7: 122.1: 140.3: 103.6: 108.6: 115.8: 116.3:

C Manufacturing 2 675.6: 2 670.8: 2 696.1: 2 704.3: 2 792.0: 2 761.9: 2 759.1: 2 693.6: 2 648.2: 2 755.7:

D Electricity, gas, steam, air cond. supply 168.2: 173.7: 171.4: 169.5: 172.0: 173.1: 173.6: 180.5: 192.0: 188.0:

E Water supply, sewerage, waste mgt, remediation 186.0: 220.5: 217.7: 201.5: 198.7: 204.7: 211.4: 216.0: 238.1: 217.8:

F Construction 1 344.1: 1 333.3: 1 283.6: 1 277.2: 1 318.7: 1 327.5: 1 345.9: 1 359.1: 1 383.3: 1 406.7:

G-U Services 20 354.4: 20 427.0: 20 503.8: 20 830.9: 21 131.5: 21 663.6: 21 939.8: 22 267.3: 22 686.1: 22 739.4:

G Wholesale, retail trade, vehicle, motorcycle repair 3 615.3: 3 624.5: 3 646.6: 3 607.4: 3 604.3: 3 669.8: 3 746.1: 3 775.7: 3 773.5: 3 626.8:

H Transportation and storage 1 198.2: 1 185.7: 1 178.7: 1 236.6: 1 214.2: 1 295.0: 1 316.8: 1 277.5: 1 312.5: 1 242.2:

I Accommodation and food service activities 1 280.6: 1 308.1: 1 331.9: 1 370.3: 1 450.9: 1 480.3: 1 545.0: 1 571.7: 1 595.0: 1 575.1:

J Information and communication 859.7: 877.7: 913.4: 958.3: 976.3: 1 038.2: 1 043.0: 1 053.9: 1 065.5: 1 147.9:

K Financial and insurance activities 1 105.5: 1 116.3: 1 121.8: 1 078.8: 1 081.9: 1 134.3: 1 131.2: 1 127.4: 1 214.9: 1 190.1:

L Real estate activities 231.1: 242.5: 269.0: 272.3: 280.1: 268.6: 285.0: 282.8: 297.3: 310.1:

M Professional, scientific and technical activities 1 390.7: 1 385.6: 1 429.8: 1 517.0: 1 571.1: 1 591.1: 1 662.7: 1 746.6: 1 818.2: 1 873.7:

N Administrative and support service activities 1 084.6: 1 060.9: 1 053.7: 1 109.4: 1 107.6: 1 165.8: 1 162.7: 1 204.6: 1 201.2: 1 152.5:

O Public administration, defence, social security 1 878.5: 1 825.7: 1 787.7: 1 813.7: 1 787.8: 1 804.9: 1 856.5: 1 925.1: 2 051.4: 2 053.2:

P Education 2 908.6: 2 858.2: 2 873.2: 2 889.8: 2 948.1: 3 031.7: 3 035.5: 3 024.0: 3 010.6: 3 138.3:

Q Human health and social work activities 3 528.9: 3 645.4: 3 618.1: 3 710.6: 3 766.3: 3 816.9: 3 803.8: 3 863.9: 3 936.7: 4 043.5:

R Arts, entertainment and recreation 587.3: 579.1: 578.6: 546.0: 578.5: 610.0: 599.0: 611.7: 621.5: 615.8:

S Other service activities 492.6: 504.5: 493.5: 533.5: 542.2: 570.3: 571.3: 612.6: 570.3: 604.0:

T Households as employers and own-use activities 41.9: 38.9: 31.6: 33.9: 39.7: 32.8: 36.9: 31.2: 29.2: 20.1:

U Activities of extraterritorial organizations, bodies 40.7: 49.5: 39.6: 40.5: 41.9: 36.8: 48.4: 42.7: 49.3: 55.1:

Note: Detailed metadata:http://metalinks.oecd.org/lfs/20200831/67282
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